2Thess #44
Never oppose truth or exalt yourself above learning or others. 

Let us open back in 2Thess chapter two RF. 
Today will be a short message and at the end - I will be going over the business portion of the ministry which I have to do at least once a year.
Also, my internet was bumped off for 4 hours yesterday. Because the cable company was doing work in this neighborhood.  

Hopeful you all understand. There is a business aspect to any ministry or church and we are expected to handle it accordingly. 

Back in 2 Thessalonians chapter two;
The main issue with the Bels at Thessalonica was not their initial enthusiasm toward the gospel of Christ.
That was great!
In fact, many had gone out into the community and evangelized after the Apostle Paul established that church. 
The issue came about once they cooled down and allowed some false teaching to tickle their ears.
The Apostle Paul needed to remind and repeat doctrines in relation to eschatology – specifically that they were not in the Tribulation awaiting the return of TLJC.

Again, the reminder is that counterfeits and false teaching are prevalent at every age and everywhere. 
2Thes 2:1 Now we ask you, brothers and sisters, regarding the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him,
2Th 2:2 that you not be quickly shaken from your composure or be disturbed either by a spirit, or a message, or a letter as if from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.
At this historic point there were a handful of letters circulated in some of the names of the apostles and they were fakes. 
2Th 2:3 No one is to deceive you in any way! For it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,
/2Th 2:4 who opposes and exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, displaying himself as being God.\
2Th 2:5 Do you not remember that while I was still with you, I was telling you these things?

We will be tearing apart verse 4 in the next few lessons. Just for today let us look at something that gets many Bels into trouble.
/Oppose  - antikeimai, to stand against and oppose. Or become an adversary or a block to something or someone. 
Exalts himself-  hyperairō, to become haughty, elevation of self over others or circumstances, to measure oneself in greater terms over others.\
ANT-TEEK-OHMY, to stand firm against, to withstand and push against something.
HOOP-A-RYE-RO, speaks to a great arrogance of focusing on self and lifting oneself up above reproach. 

Arrogance can creep up on any Bel at any time. Before we note the arrogance of Unbels and certainly the arrogance of Satan and the coming antichrist. 
Let us first remind ourselves of this sinful behavior.

/The sins of arrogance are intertwined with ego and pride, insecurities and frustration or jealousy. Two areas of arrogance a Bel should spot quickly and get a handle on, is becoming oppositional or defiant to BD. And thinking more highly of self then you ought too. Both of these can be directed at the teaching of the WORD of God as well as other Bels in our periphery.\

Some Bels listen to a message that comes from the pulpit and immediately they kick against it. That always begins in the soul structure – thinking and rejecting BD before you allow the message to sink in. 
                          REPEAT
Often times it is a sign of the flesh taking over.
/A Bel who opposes truth is usually a Bel struggling with subjectivity, which means the flesh has taken control. Hypersensitive people struggle with BD. Any time we kick against truth, we only harm ourselves in the long run. We stifle our own growth and learning opportunities.\

Accurate Bible Doctrine rejected, is subtly making a stand against GOD that begins in your soul and later can manifest into your lifestyle. 

The original man and woman in the Garden opposed all the truth taught to them – it is a sign of becoming independent from God and becoming a little god over your life.

/In the same manner exalting ourselves over others and even over our responsibilities to listen and absorb the truth is a subtlety of the arrogant complex of sins that you must be aware of. Looking down your nose at others, even within your personal thoughts, ignites a spark of arrogance that can become a fire later on. It is the same when we believe certain doctrines and biblical principles are unimportant, because we have risen above that level.\ 
Many Bels reach a level of maturity and begin to think they are above certain teachings and certain tasks or certain people…beware of this attitude!
                          REPEAT
/Prov 11:1 A false balance is an abomination to the LORD, But a just weight is His delight. 2 When pride comes, then comes dishonor; But with the humble there is wisdom.

Never assume you are above or below anyone and certainly not a biblical lesson that you ASSUME has no value for you.\
If you are under a good teacher just assume GOD wants you to hear and learn something…even from the basic doctrines you have heard for twenty years.
In the same way, never look down upon another person’s troubles and trials and think they deserved it. Or you won’t ever have to deal with something similar just down the road. 
                          REPEAT
Trust me we all fail in these areas from time to time.

/Prov 16:18 Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before stumbling. 19 It is better to be humble in spirit with the needy Than to divide the spoils with the proud.

We never walk a mile in another’s shoes so be empathic and open no matter what. The haughty spirit is from the OSN, keep it in check!\

/Isa 2:17 And the pride of humanity will be humbled And the arrogance of people will be brought low; And the LORD alone will be exalted on that day,

No matter how great thou art today – there is always a day just ahead that you might be brought very low.\
Even concerning the issue of rejecting bible teaching, because you think it won’t apply to you or perhaps you have all the answers already.

You truly do not know what tomorrow holds or next year will look like. Some of the greatest strength you can gain, comes from the core doctrines and basic teachings, the simple biblical concepts that will come to the surface during times of distress and troubles. 

They only do that because you have repeatedly studied and listened to those teachings habitually.

/Rom 12:3 For through the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, as God has allotted to each a measure of faith.\

This especially holds true for members of the body of Christ when dealing with issues or conflicts between one another. 

/Rom 12:4 For just as we have many parts in one body and all the body’s parts do not have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually parts of one another.\

The body is hindered a great deal by arrogance, pride and jealousy and those who refuse to do anything below their own pay grade.
 
Arrogance is defined in terms of the sin of jealousy as well. It is a form of arrogance in thinking you want or deserve what others have.
 Or you are angry over someone who appears to show attention to others – you envy someone’s talent or position.  
                        REPEAT
Sometimes we feel we deserve something over someone else, or perhaps we were passed over and envy and jealousy set in. 
/Jas 3:14 But if you have bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, do not be arrogant and so lie against the truth.

Pro 13:10 Through overconfidence comes nothing but strife, But wisdom is with those who receive counsel.\
Trust God’s judgment and remain in HIS plan, there is no need for the attitude of opposition to HIS word. Nor is there a need to be haughty towards anyone…Bel or Unbel.

/1Pet 5:5 You younger men, likewise, be subject to your elders; and all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT HE GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE. 6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you at the proper time,\

Well folks once a year at the beginning of the year I do my best to be transparent with the ministry in the area of spending.
I feel strongly about showing that I am a good steward of the financial blessings that are given to me.

Recently I have been counselled by an attorney about certain aspects of sharing publicly. Also, some advice about the ministry itself as it is considered a religious organization. 

The reality from state to state there are different rules and expectations in the books for what a ministry like mine truly is. But the bottom line is Big brother, the federal government - demands all religious organizations or charity organizations to have a 5013c format to be recognized federally as a non-profit.

It was never like that 75 or 100 years ago. Churches and ministries that offer free services usually got all kinds of support and tax breaks as well as other perks. Some states kept offering that but not the federal government. 

Big brother squashed that years ago. 
The fact is most people dating back 100 years or more, gladly supported a ministry or church and considered a duty and Christian calling to do so – that is the biblical attitude to have.
Unfortunately, today many people need a tax break and shelter, or a way of gaining back a few dollars at the end of the year. So, they only support federally recognized 5013c organizations. 

I have been affiliated with a church under that program and also I have worked for companies that were non-profit 5013c organizations. 
I am not judging or knocking any of them…I am speaking plain truth.
A 5013c organization is under government authority in relation to free speech and what they say publicly or support publicly, they can be scrutinized.

They can be reprimanded by fines or loss of their 5013c status if anything appears politically motivated or anti-government in action or speech. 
                             REPEAT
As is always the case with tyranny this is decided by the powers of a few in government – so they do as most liberal platforms do – they fact check you and label disinformation as they see fit.
/PRB Ministry is not affiliated with any organization or government program and is completely a grace based, non-denominational ministry. No charge appears on teachings, publications or any services. PRB Ministry is not, nor will ever be a 5013c ministry. Any support, promotion or financial gifts from members or anyone giving to, or serving this ministry, does so because they are moved by God the Holy Spirit of their own free will.\

Some folks may not understand that.
 But I can tell you, I will never be compromised about what I am teaching especially if it aligns with scripture and is designed to warn or educate my congregation. 

Here is the financial disclosure for PRB Ministry 2023;
/TAXES;
Taxes paid ¼ for 2023…….$12,450.00
Tax accounting (liberty tax)…….$690.00

Ministry vehicle purchased March 2023 (2021 Chry 300);
Down payment tax & title…$2,450.44
Monthly pay ($495.46)…...$3,468.22
Car insurance ($154.45)…….$1,081.15
State tax to date……………………$93.10
Repairs, oil /replaced tire…...$612.18
Gas for ministry work……..…$480.00
Tolls and parking………….………$267.80\

/Legal fees and renewals;
Legal zoom & advice…….$855.00
Business renewals and docs…$185.00

Website and marketing;
GoDaddy/internet marketing…$1,050.75

PO BOX and mailing;
Box & general mailing/stamps...$866.36\

/Books & Publications;
(new) Angel book………………$3,225.00
Copies of new book………….$1,121.00
Copies of first book…………..$205.00

Office supplies and equipment;
Projector /screen (conf.) ..…$495.00
Paper and common supplies….$134.76
Computer or lighting supplies….$208.10
New cell/camera……………….$1,283.99
New checks (bank)………………$51.47
Monthly cell bill ($80)…………..$960.00\

/Clothing & dry cleaning;
New purchase shoes/clothing....$462.00
Dry cleaning…………….$227.72

Medical expenses;
Liberty health share (Ins)……$3,480.00
Out of pocket medical……….$1,682.55
New hearing aids……………….$3,531.00
Meds/natural supp/vitamin…$1,002.61
Dental…………………………………$175.15

Dinner receipts for ministry meetings and travel;
Dinner/ lunch recpts……………..$1,631.57\

/Travel – hotel/rental car;
Hotel bills……………………$1,120.00
Rental car…………………………$1,258.62
Flights……………………………….$1,466.70
(Condo/time-share usage for business as well as personal)
Maintenance fees…………………$394.14
RCI pts member time-share.…$134.00\

/2023 PRB MINISTRY BIBLE CONFERENCE (Nov .10, 11 & 12);
Dunnellon Historic depot…..$800.00
Home gathering/meeting 10th catered by chef Ron………………..$1,200.00
Drinks, snacks details and food 11 & 12th ……………………………….$1,159.78
Advertising for conference…….$300.00
T-shirts conference……………$1,009.00
Assistance for travel and hotel shuttle…………………………………...$160.00
Tent/table rentals for meeting at house 10th…………………………..$741.77\

/Donations to non-profits and charity;
All donations…………………$3,805.00
Child Fund                                                     Tunnel to Towers
Robert McLaughlin Bible Ministry              Sheriff FLA
Operation Bible Drop                                    Judicial Watch
American legion                                             Dunnellon Historic Society
Paralyzed vets                                                 Wounded Warrior
Blue Letter Bible                                             Homeless shelter\

I do not include my weekly grocery bill or my savings account or my wife’s jeep.
No vacation money is allotted in here.
There are several bills I do not show but these following ones are important and take ministry earnings to help pay.
/PERSONAL FOR RICK & SONIA  2023;
New fence for backyard….$9,000.00
Screen for garage door…..$1,500.00
Electric bill………………………$2,022.00
Landscape work…………..$540.00
Water bill……………………..$180.00
Cable/Internet………………$2,400.00
Home/county tax……...$4,228.47 \
