James #102
The righteous life is only found in Christ

Open back up in the book of James.

Keep in mind, I have an out-patient surgery tomorrow. So more than likely the Thursday message will be delayed, possibly until Friday afternoon.

Either way by Thursday morning I will have put out a one-minute clip and given Rob info to update the website.

Let us jump back into our study of James.
Jam 1:17 Every good thing given and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shifting shadow.
Jas 1:18 In the exercise of His will He gave us birth by the word of truth, so that we would be a kind of first fruits among His creatures.
Jas 1:19 You know this, my beloved brothers and sisters. Now everyone must be quick to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger;
/The issue of reaction over careful response is the culprit of many personal conflicts. Inside the body of Christ, we see many personalities collide and reaction is always from emotions, while a careful response is from the very nature of Christ. Pastor James was imparting the wisdom he had learned, to assist the early Jewish converts to stop allowing emotions to dictate relationships in the BODY.\  
Nothing destroys and deteriorates Christian fellowship quite like emotional reactions at every turn.

Relationships of any kind…friendship, work or marriage, do not hold up under a barrage of consistent emotional reactions.
You can never have two or more people trapped in emotional reactions and expect resolutions of personality conflicts.
There has to be calm responses based upon truth…based upon BD.

/Jas 1:20 for a man’s anger does not bring about the righteousness of God.

Dikaiosynē – points to justice, virtue and purity and this is only found in Christ. Mankind can attempt to counterfeit true righteousness, yet it always falls short.\ 
DEE-KA-US-SOONA, means pure righteousness, justice and virtue. 
Mankind is incapable of producing anything divine.
Jas 1:21 Therefore, ridding yourselves of all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.
Jas 1:22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not just hearers who deceive themselves.
Jump over to Romans chapter ten RF.

/No flesh nor angelic being, can bring forth divine virtue and pure righteousness because it is the very nature of Christ. It is one of the many attributes (essence) of GOD. Divine Righteousness is absolute perfection; it is impossible to obtain outside of a unique relationship with Christ. Everyone who truly believes upon the Lord Jesus Christ, is touched by this divine righteousness.\
Every age or dispensation has the threshold of this righteousness as the standard for salvation.
It is only found in a moment of surrender to the person and work of Jesus Christ.
Every Believer is touched by this righteousness in a designated fashion for each unique age of God’s perfect plan.
                              REPEAT
As you go into Romans 10 – remember this is a very eclectic group that the Apostle Paul established. 
They were a mix of Jews and Gentiles. 
More so Gentiles… yet still a healthy portion of Jews did live in the Roman capital.
Priscilla and Aquila were Jewish converts to Christianity who lived in Rome and being connected to the Apostle Paul they most likely started up this congregation.

The Gentiles were a blend of Greeks, Romans and even some from outside the region closer toward Egypt and Africa. Rome, being the capital at this historic point, had a very sorted blend of cultures. A true melding pot. 
This early church was probably founded by a handful of Jewish Bels and those under the Apostle Paul’s teachings.
Now in Romans chapter nine, the Apostle Paul is teaching this church about the failure of Israel, especially concerning salvation.
He brings up the difference between Jacob and Esau. 
Two brothers raised on the truth of scripture, yet one rejects Christ while the other, even with all his failures and shortcomings believes upon Christ. 
It is through Jacob the 12 Tribes are established in his family.
The book of Romans is a strong set of doctrines related to adjusting to the justice of God.

Rom 10:1 Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and my prayer to God for them is for their salvation.
The Apostle Paul always kept a strong love for his Jewish brethren.

/Rom 10:2 For I testify about them that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge.

Many of the Jews had a strong sense of wanting a relationship with God, yet it was based upon their own agenda not accurate knowledge (BD).\   
It was the same thing during the earthly ministry of Christ, people were excited about seeing Jesus perform miracles or healings. 
They had a zeal for HIS presence, yet not a true knowledge of HIS saving power. 

/Judas Iscariot was a prime example of having a zeal for GOD and yet not come to fully surrender yourself to the truth of Jesus Christ. Feeling excited or driven about what you want from God and how you think you have a relationship with HIM, can be minus the saving power of FAITH alone in Christ alone. That is the only ignition point of opening up Christ’s righteousness into your life.\  

It is only the nature of Christ that can lead you into spiritual maturity, which gives you a calm perspective where knowledge turns to wisdom and you eliminate emotional reactions at every turn.
Salvation is the point of imputation of divine righteousness. 
There’s a good reason the other 11 apostles were able to cling onto the hope and faith that God was in control, as they watched Jesus be beaten and then crucified. 
They may have only been hanging on by a thread… yet they still hung on until the resurrection three days later.
True zeal for GOD is not real unless it is foundationally stable in HIS precious SON Jesus Christ.
                        REPEAT
Other than that, you are establishing your own righteousness; 
/Rom 10:3 For not knowing about God’s righteousness and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God.

NOT KNOWING (pres) – they keep on being willfully ignorant of true righteousness. \
Therefore, they establish their own righteousness – it is the old saying we hear from many people, ‘I HAVE MY OWN relationship with God ’.
You conform to the BIBLE – you do not make the BIBLE conform to you. 
/Rom 10:3 - to establish (histēmi) their own ;

The person brings the action of the verb – to make a stand, to set a standard or to measure and set a foundation to build something. This is purposeful and has decisive actions as a follow through.\ 
HISS-TEM-ME, means a willful attitude to build something to stand in something.
This does not happen by accident.

/Rom 10:4 For Christ is the end of the Law for righteousness to everyone who believes.

The justice system of GOD is fully satisfied by the person and work of Jesus Christ – this is the only avenue to obtain true righteousness. It is not based on human merit or IQ, it is solely built upon Christ! \
God’s divine integrity is found in HIS righteousness and human righteousness attacks the very integrity of GOD.

/Only God can glorify God; divine integrity advances the glory of God, mankind can never glorify GOD by human effort, human IQ – therefore we can never glorify God by false concepts of righteousness. Acting or insinuating you are righteous without Christ is blasphemy against the plan of GOD. Righteousness is judicially imputed and is dependent upon the work of Christ and the grace of God – man is woefully inadequate to gain any spiritual blessings or power.\  
We simply surrender to the justice of God, we acknowledge the truth of Jesus Christ – the work is done for us.
Rom 10:5 For Moses writes of the righteousness that is based on the Law, that the person who performs them will live by them.
In other words, you had to maintain the faith (lifestyle) by fulfilling the LAW. YOU have to live by them!
There is some skewed teaching in relation to two forms of salvation, one for Israel and one for the new CA, do not be fooled by that false teaching.
The Apostle Paul is teaching here along with most of his other epistles, that faith alone in Christ alone is what matters.

/Human self-righteousness is actually seen in the belief that upholding the law or being a relative of Abraham is what gives us righteousness. Rejection of Christ as savior leads to the establishment of some form of self- righteousness. Laws, commands and relation to father Abraham became a religion of self-righteousness that dominated Judaism. That excludes the grace of God and the person and work of Jesus Christ.\ 
Abraham was saved by faith – when he crossed over the river and followed the LORD, moving away from his family.

His lifestyle reflected righteousness when he was obedient to the calling of GOD.
Everything in the OT was designed to point us to TLJC;
/Gal 3:24 Therefore the Law has become our guardian to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian.\
Morality is not salvation – that is not the avenue into eternal security. 

As you grow into SM you become more Christ-like… which brings forth true morality. 
Righteousness is imputed at salvation.
Now as you walk in union with Christ you reflect HIS righteousness. 

Rom 10:6 But the righteousness based on faith speaks as follows: “DO NOT SAY IN YOUR HEART, ‘WHO WILL GO UP INTO HEAVEN?’ (that is, to bring Christ down),
Rom 10:7 or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead).”
The Apostle Paul is pointing to Deu 30;
/Deu 30:10 if you obey the LORD your God, to keep His commandments and His statutes which are written in this Book of the Law, if you turn to the LORD your God with all your heart and soul. 11 “For this commandment which I am commanding you today is not too difficult for you, nor is it far away.
This speaks to a lifestyle of blessing that begins with FAITH (heart and soul), turning to GOD (trust).\
Within this section of Deuteronomy 30 verses 9 into 16, points to Israel bringing blessing onto their Client nation, yet it all begins with trusting in HIM…faith!

/Deu 30:15 “See, I have placed before you today life and happiness, and death and adversity, 16 in that I am  commanding you today to love ('āhaḇ) the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to keep His commandments, His  statutes, and His judgments, so that you may live and become numerous, and that the LORD your God may bless you in the land where you are entering to take possession of it.\
That Hebrew verb; AH-HAVE, is a very intimate love, it means to make an intimate union with someone. 
Religion and back then – Judaism, conflated lifestyle with keeping your righteousness… or even gaining true righteousness. 
They missed the mark!
Rom 10:8 But what does it say? “THE WORD IS NEAR YOU, IN YOUR MOUTH AND IN YOUR HEART”—that is, the word of faith which we are preaching,
The word of faith is the issue; it is not far from anyone – to have a lifestyle that reflects righteousness you first have to have the righteousness of Christ in you!
                             REPEAT
This is why the Apostle Paul then goes on to remind them about salvation; 
Rom 10:9 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus as Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be saved;
You claim to believe to be righteous in words… yet it starts in the heart – faith alone in Christ alone.
/Rom 10:10 for with the heart a person believes, resulting in righteousness, and with the mouth he confesses, resulting in salvation.

The heart before the mouth! Salvation has always been true FAITH at the only target for eternal life -Jesus Christ.\
You truly proclaim in honesty what you believe deep within your soul. 
Rom 10:11 For the Scripture says, “WHOEVER BELIEVES IN HIM WILL NOT BE PUT TO SHAME.”

/Isa 28:16 Therefore this is what the Lord GOD says: “Behold, I am laying a stone in Zion, a tested stone, A precious cornerstone for the foundation, firmly placed. The one who believes in it will not be disturbed.     (Isa 49:23)

Jer 17:7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, And whose trust is the LORD.\

You can not walk in the righteousness of Christ in your flesh.
Therefore, James was warning the Jewish converts to remove the work of the flesh, make sure you are first born again and saved…then allow CHRIST to truly work in you.

The body of Christ can never have unity if they do not understand basic concepts about the plan of God.

