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Pride, the devastating sin 

Turn to 2 Chronicles chapter 26 with me I want to look at a young king in the southern tribe of Judah who had great success until his ego and pride got in the way.
UZ-SIGH-AH
2Chron 26:3 Uzziah was sixteen years old when he became king, and he reigned fifty-two years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Jechiliah of Jerusalem.  JECK-ILL-AH
2Ch 26:4 He did right in the sight of the LORD according to all that his father Amaziah had done.
/2Ch 26:5 He continued to seek God in the days of Zechariah, who had understanding through the vision of God; and as long as he sought the LORD, God prospered him.\
Uzziah succeeds in war and almost everything he does has a high level of success because his relationship with God was in order.
This fulfills the principle that when a Bel gets inside the plan of God and makes an honest effort to walk in the new nature and study the word and apply it to their lives …that God will walk along with you in a very strong fashion. 

It doesn’t mean you never fail and it doesn’t mean everything is perfect everyday… but it is a walk with God that is strong and God is flowing along in your life in a very strong way.
When we ignore the word of God and live outside HIS plan it becomes a tug of war in the spiritual sense…and guess what?  GOD is stronger than you!

2Ch 26:6 Now he went out and warred against the Philistines, and broke down the wall of Gath and the wall of Jabneh and the wall of Ashdod; and he built cities in the area of Ashdod and among the Philistines. 7 God helped him against the Philistines, and against the Arabians who lived in Gur-baal, and the Meunites.
This goes on throughout a large portion of his life as King of Judah…he has success in farming…great wealth in land and thousands of soldiers trained under him…other kingdoms pay him tribute.

The leadership is living a godly lifestyle and making godly choices therefore the citizens reap a great benefit from it!
He ends up with an elite powerful army of over 300 thousand soldiers under his authority. 

Look what it says by verse 15;
/2Chr 26:15 In Jerusalem he made engines of war invented by skillful men to be on the towers and on the corners for the purpose of shooting arrows and great stones. Hence his fame spread afar, for he was marvelously helped until he was strong.\
Everyone for hundreds of miles either respected this king or feared him and either way it didn’t matter because he was arriving in a very high position of fame and power as the years rolled by.

But HE WAS HELPED by a divine force…the hand of God was on him therefore also on his kingdom.
/2Ch 26:16 But when he became strong, his heart was so proud that he acted corruptly, and he was unfaithful to the LORD his God, for he entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense.\
That Hebrew verb GAV-ACH is in view for that word proud…it is speaking of very lofty ….raising oneself up high…like being above others in a god-like mentality.   REPEAT
After years of victory and having this divine protection all around him with no doubt that it came from GOD, nothing about this king was special …it was all from GOD…after all those years he finally succumbed to a bitter sin of pride.

He took what he knew was sacred and what he knew was something outside his calling and he lifted himself up in his mind and then actions and stepped over a sacred boundary. 

2Ch 26:17 Then Azariah the priest entered after him and with him eighty priests of the LORD, valiant men.
Now he is being warned by men of God…the Levitical priests in charge of the temple to get out of that temple and do not follow thru with this act.
/2Ch 26:18 They opposed Uzziah the king and said to him, “It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but for the priests, the sons of Aaron who are consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the sanctuary, for you have been unfaithful and will have no honor from the LORD God.”\
God does not play when it comes to the accuracy of HIS word and a sanctified setting… having the right thing done in the right way…especially by HIS chosen men and leaders. 
This is was not an innocent mistake this was someone drunk with power and thinking they are above the rules that God had long since established. 
/2Ch 26:19 But Uzziah, with a censer in his hand for burning incense, was enraged; and while he was enraged with the priests, the leprosy broke out on his forehead before the priests in the house of the LORD, beside the altar of incense.\
His rage came from a place of pride. This was a king so familiar with his God…and so familiar with the spiritual leaders and rituals of the day that he simply ignored it all and made a choice to act like a little god…to become the all powerful one to change the rules and the establishment that GOD had set into place.     REPEAT
/2Ch 26:20 Azariah the chief priest and all the priests looked at him, and behold, he was leprous on his forehead; and they hurried him out of there, and he himself also hastened to get out because the LORD had smitten him.\
2Ch 26:21 King Uzziah was a leper to the day of his death; and he lived in a separate house, being a leper, for he was cut off from the house of the LORD. And Jotham his son was over the king’s house judging the people of the land.

We are going to see a very hard fact about the lesson God teaches to Bels with enough doctrine to know better and yet they still allow selfish pride to override spiritual discernment and their spiritual IQ and ignore BD and godly principles just so they can do what they want and live in how they feel.

You know your OSN has taken the drivers seat in your life when what you feel & what you want overrides the feelings of other people and steps over the boundaries of BD and godly principles you set in stone.
2Ch 26:22 Now the rest of the acts of Uzziah, first to last, the prophet Isaiah, the son of Amoz, has written.
2Ch 26:23 So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers in the field of the grave which belonged to the kings, for they said, “He is a leper.” And Jotham his son became king in his place.
/King Uzziah was a blessed Bel who allowed pride to overwhelm his common sense and royal responsibilities which in turn set into motion the discipline of God. The blessings and protection were always from God yet when pride enters the scene that is forgotten and the creature seeks to supersede the Creator.\     FAMILIARITY
For the Bel- the higher up the chain of command that you rise the more God will expect from you and in turn you are held to a higher standard. 

This king may well have suffered the sin unto death…we simply don’t know. What we do know is the rewards and blessings in the temporal sense as king over Judah ended that day. 

Perhaps some crowns and rewards in eternity were lost as well.
We will find that out once we get to heaven…because King UZ-SIGH-AH will be there.

Think about the initial sin that Satan committed in heaven…many say rebellion and yes that was the sin in action…but the thought came from pride.
Pride is the basic mental attitude sin — because it always has a counterpart. Pride is the worst of the mental attitude sins — because it always has a counterpart. 
Long before Satan’s pride showed his approbation lust showed. Not only were the other angels impressed with Satan’s power & beauty but he himself became enamored with who GOD made him to be. 
Look at Ezekiel chapter 28 with me.

/Pride was the original sin of Satan, pride is a part of a counterpart. Pride is lofty self-respect, high esteem for one’s self, making an issue out of yourself. Vanity is empty pride in respect to one’s person. vanity merely means pride without even having an excuse for being proud. Pride never rides alone and it can manifest itself very subtly or on a grand scale.\

Pride was both the original sin of Satan and the motivator for his fall — Isaiah 14:12-14….Ezekiel 28:14-17 shows us this sin of pride.
/Isa 14:12 How you have fallen from heaven, O star of the morning, son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who have weakened the nations! 13 “But you said in your heart,
‘I will ascend to heaven; I will raise my throne above the stars of God, and I will sit on the mount of assembly
In the recesses of the north.\
Proverbs 16:18 tells us pride goes before destruction.

Pride starts in the MA long before the actions take place in that person’s life.

There is an incubation period in the soul structure where that person begins to dwell on thoughts about self in comparison to others.
/Isa 14:14 ‘I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will make myself like the Most High.’
Pride left on its own eventually takes credit for all success & power and forgets all flaws and mistakes.\
Even worse…it completely leaves God out of the equation. 
It always rises to a higher level if it is left unchecked…it always reaches to the next level of what it desires and it never takes into account if it is hurting others around it or the fact that God is the one in control.

Now in Ezekiel chapter 28 we can note the king of Tyre was possessed by Satan himself and that is why it is written to the king of Tyre at first. 
/Ezk 28:14 “You were the anointed cherub who covers, and I placed you there. You were on the holy mountain of God; You walked in the midst of the stones of fire.
The level of power, authority and access Satan had was above and beyond any other angel.\
Satan was allowed close access to the throne room of God. He held authority and power above all other angels. 
Eze 28:15“You were blameless in your ways from the day you were created
Until unrighteousness was found in you.
/Eze 28:16“By the abundance of your trade you were internally filled with violence, and you sinned; Therefore I have cast you as profane from the mountain of God. And I have destroyed you, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.\
The abundance of your trade speaks to the level of power and authority God gave to Satan.
He was filled with violence is speaking directly to Satan’s mental attitude what he was thinking and what his motivation was long before he rebelled. 
/Eze 28:17 “Your heart was lifted up because of your beauty; You corrupted your wisdom by reason of your splendor. I cast you to the ground; I put you before kings, that they may see you.\
This is an excellent way to say your pride in yourself…your flesh…your own power and beauty blinded your mind…corrupted your soul. 
[image: Unchecked Copy Box]Eze 28:18“By the multitude of your iniquities, In the unrighteousness of your trade you profaned your sanctuaries.
Therefore I have brought fire from the midst of you; It has consumed you,
And I have turned you to ashes on the earth in the eyes of all who see you.

Pride is an angelic sin and the greatest of all creatures, Satan himself, fell in this way. 
Pride is also a human sin. Categorically pride is the basic mental attitude sin, yet it never stands alone, it is never an island, it becomes a part of a counterpart. It is always joined or connected with some other sin. 

/The pride in sin manifests itself when there is no pressure, but as soon as pressure or difficult challenges arise then we can start to see the counterpart, whatever it may be — jealousy, cowardice, maligning, judging, vindictiveness, implacability, etc.\
 All arrogant people are totally different under pressure.
 One may react differently but all will react in one way or another.

We are getting ready to close and I want to highlight two other OT names you will probably know about and they fit neatly into this message about pride.
Abraham’s wife Sarah…and King Saul.

I’ll put the scriptures up here so let’s look at King Saul first. 

/1Sam 18:6 It happened as they were coming, when David returned from killing the Philistine, that the women came out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King Saul, with tambourines, with joy and with musical instruments.\
Now the people are happy they have a new young champion and they still have a good king in King Saul.
David needed time to be prepared for the throne and King Saul had no threat of losing his crown at this point.
In fact, as I always teach…I believe in God’s perfect will, King Saul would have groomed David for the throne and stayed on as an advisor after David received the crown.
/1Sa 18:7 The women sang as they played, and said, “Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands.”\
The pressure of his own failure in battle and the success of David as a man who relied on God and had the courage to go to battle against a giant pushed the pride button for King Saul, which was already brewing under the surface.
/1Sa 18:8 Then Saul became very angry, for this saying displeased him; and he said, “They have ascribed to David ten thousands, but to me they have ascribed thousands. Now what more can he have but the kingdom?” 9 Saul looked at David with suspicion from that day on.\
King Saul had insecurities that bubbled to the surface during his reign as king.

Instead of getting right with God…because Saul was a Bel…he chose to rely on self and cosmic viewpoint to resolve his inner struggles.
Now look at Sarah…
/Gen 16:2 So Sarai said to Abram, “Now behold, the LORD has prevented me from bearing children. Please go in to my maid; perhaps I will obtain children through her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai.\
Sarai was embarrassed because in the ancient world having children was recognized as a form of prosperity and wealth. 
In fact, the women were expected to bring forth children and when a husband and wife didn’t produce a child often times the wife was looked upon as a failure.
This stung her pride.
Pride will force you to take the short cuts and cheat…it will push you out of the will of God and rely on your timing and not God’s timing.
She pushed Abraham to do this and he was weak enough to follow her orders and what ensued was a level of stress and tension that almost destroyed their marriage!   LOOK at chapter 21;
/Gen 21:9 Now Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, whom she had borne to Abraham, mocking.
Pride is unable to handle pressure or anything / anyone who challenges it.\

/Gen 21:10 Therefore she said to Abraham, “Drive out this maid and her son, for the son of this maid shall not be an heir with my son Isaac.”

The lifestyle choices made from a position of arrogance often remain in one realm or another. God does not honor a Bel who destroys the freedom & abuses people.\
Abraham and Sarah went on to recover and have great blessings & rewards but the ripple effect of decisions made outside the plan of God are the consequence we face from living in pride & arrogance.
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