2Thess #41
The son of perdition will arrive.

Open up today in the OT – Daniel chapter seven.
I received an email from our brother in Christ – James. His father-in-law whom we prayed for months ago because he was undergoing chemotherapy has recently been hospitalized with the flu.

James told me he is out of the hospital but his immune system is very weak – so let us keep Carrie in prayer.
I also spoke with Rob in Texas - many of you know Rob & Marla, and Rob is working on his Christian book. He is the gentleman I gave my conference notes too. 
He will also be meeting with me in March, to possible assist in moving the ministry forward on-line with some new ideas and help to take some burden off me. 
Please keep Rob & Marla in prayer because they are stepping up into a new ministry or a calling, which is always exciting - yet challenging and may bring in some cosmic distractions for their life.

/Our current study (2Thess 2) has led us to examine the coming antichrist who will hold authority in the 7 years of Tribulation. We have seen the highlight of the power exchange between Satan and his false messiah in Rev 13. These same principles and qualities were written in prophecy over 300 years prior to the completed canon of scripture. Daniel spoke many times about the coming Tribulation period.\ 
One of the reasons Daniel had great visions of the Tribulation was because that was a time of the 5th cycle of discipline beginning for the nation of Israel. 
And the 7 years of Tribulation brings the end to it.
In this section of Daniel, it is toward the end of the 70 years of Babylonian captivity. It was after the reign of king Nebuchadnezzar, but before the Babylonian Empire was conquered by the Medo-Persian Empire.
Dan 7:1 In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon, Daniel saw a dream and visions in his mind as he lay on his bed; then he wrote the dream down and told the following summary of it.

Dan 7:2 Daniel said, “I was looking in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea.
The four winds would be the weather patterns over the Mediterranean Sea.

Daniel was visualizing through the power of God the HS the lands in and around the Mediterranean Sea. 
/Dan 7:3 “And four great beasts were coming up from the sea, different from one another.

This is seen in Rev 13:1-2 as well. The layers within the prophecy are speaking about current and future superpowers who would rise up. Satan and his army have nurtured and manipulated many kingdoms, leaders and militaries over the centuries. \

Dan 7:4 “The first was like a lion but had the wings of an eagle. I kept looking until its wings were plucked, and it was lifted up from the ground and set up on two feet like a man; a human mind also was given to it.
/The four empires noted, were the current one Daniel was enslaved in – Babylonian, then came the Medo-Persian, followed by Greece (1st by Alexander then a secondary power structure of Hellenistic leaders.), then came the march of the powerful Roman empire. The first (Babylon) was about to be humbled – the lion of majesty and power, would become weakened.\

The lion represented Babylon because of its fierce nature and great majesty and worship system which was never to be questioned or challenged.
You never challenge a lion in its prime.

Each empire had a rise and fall and Daniel was viewing what was about to unfold and this would carry hundreds of years into the future. 
It also would point us into a future of thousands of years into the Tribulation and 2nd Advent.
They are referenced as beasts but they are Gentile nations that arose from the lands around the Mediterranean Sea. 
/Dan 7:5 “And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear. And it was raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth; and they said this to it: ‘Arise, devour much meat!’

The Persian army was a massive military and it methodically moved across the land conquering Babylon, Egypt and Lydia (Turkey/Greece). \

All of these Gentile nations were arising from the sea as potent, powerhouse leaders – military, government and cultural leaders, who influenced and dominated all the other smaller regions and nations. 
/Dan 7:6 “After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a bird; the beast also had four heads, and dominion was given to it.

Alexander the Great was young (28 yrs old), strong and fast in his military career. Like a leopard and predator, he brought a quickness and strength with his military and personal aggressiveness.\

After the death of Alexander (32 yrs old) there were several men under his authority who regrouped as the power of Greece diminished. 
The problem was, those 4 Generals (4 heads) began infighting and warring over territory so eventually Greece lost its stronghold. 

A nation divide cannot stand in power very long.
/Dan 7:7 “After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast, dreadful and terrible, and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed, and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns.

From 146 BC into 49 AD, Roman power engulfed all the territories around the Mediterranean Sea – they were unchallenged and pulled many kingdoms under their wings.\ 
Rome became the first Gentile, client nation unto God which started in AD 70 with the fall of Israel. 
/Years before AD 70, the transition from a huge powerhouse into a smaller, less potent nation had begun for the Roman Empire. What held up Israel as a client nation unto GOD during the years of a transition period was the ministry of the apostles and the building of the early church. In AD 70 that shifted and Rome began to hold the title Client Nation unto God.\ 
The Christian message and evangelism stayed alive within the falling Roman Empire after AD 70.
Unfortunately, a huge religious system came out of that and it corrupted the true message of Jesus Christ.
That was because Satan knew that counterfeit systems of religion would become a lethal weapon in spiritual warfare. 
/Dan 7:8 “While I was thinking about the horns, behold, another horn, a little one, came up among them, and three of the previous horns were plucked out before it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like human eyes, and a mouth uttering great boasts.

Daniel was having a future vision of the arise of an antichrist coming up out of the beast system. There is a possibility 3 of the 10 nations will be removed or manipulated into succumbing to the other 7 under the beast system.\
This is pointing us into the Tribulation probably within the first two years of the 7 years of Tribulation.
At that point it will be a streamlining of the One World Beast system.

Dan 7:9 “I kept looking Until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days took His seat; His garment was white as snow, And the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames, Its wheels were a burning fire.
The Alpha and the Omega arrives for the 2nd Advent – TLJC returns for HIS throne at the end of the Tribulation period.

The chariot of fire which we have seen in prophecy such as in Ezekiel (Isa), speak to the angelic military our LORD returns with.
By the way – Church age Bel – Bride of Christ, we are part of that military assault.

/Dan 7:10 “A river of fire was flowing And coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were serving Him, And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; The court convened, And the books were opened.

The Lord returns in violent fashion as the warrior-king, ready to take HIS throne. The baptism of fire occurs, the documents from the Divine Justice system of Heaven, reveal the true wheat who will be pulled from the counterfeit tares.\
God’s divine justice system is involved in every aspect of judgment and salvation. As well as the overall plan of GOD – it can never be discounted or removed from scripture.
/Dan 7:11 “Then I kept looking because of the sound of the boastful words which the horn was speaking; I kept looking until the beast was killed, and its body was destroyed and given to the burning fire.

The antichrist and false prophet will be dealt with swiftly at the baptism of fire before the Millennial reign of Christ on earth.\
Dan 7:12 “As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but an extension of life was granted to them for an appointed period of time.

Notice beasts (plural) - is speaking to Satan and his whole army of fallen angels. Their whole ideology, power and plans collapse and are put into holding for one thousand years.
Dan 7:13 “I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a son of man was coming, And He came up to the Ancient of Days And was presented before Him.

This is believed, by some scholars, to be a symbolic moment when the doctrine of the Hypostatic Union will be revealed in an incredibly grand scale.
This may well be a supernatural moment of witnessing the power of God the Father and God the HS, coming together in Jesus Christ as the King of kings and Lord of lords in a coronated ceremony onto HIS earthly throne.
Just as at the cross there was a separation Jesus suffered - here it is a coming together in symbolic fashion.
                        REPEAT
/Dan 7:14 “And to Him was given dominion, Honor, and a kingdom, So that all the peoples, nations, and populations of all languages Might serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion Which will not pass away; And His kingdom is one Which will not be destroyed.

Notice, even entering the kingdom reign on earth for 1,000 years (MIGHT serve Him), God is allowing free will to continue.\
The 1,00 years of Christ on earth begins with all BELS. By the end of that reign there will be one final rebellion.
Proving that mankind, given the freedom and opportunity to reject God - will always fall into arrogance and rebellion.  

Let me close today with some important principles.
/The nations, militaries and cultures formed outside the parameters of a relationship with GOD and adherence to HIS establishment principles, always has an influence of evil woven in its core. Satan has perpetually been manipulating and nurturing governments, ideologies, nations and tribes since the time of Cain. His main tools in doing this are counterfeits, lies and seeds from his own family.\

There are people who embrace evil and reject truth. They simply will never come to Christ. 
There are also those of a very small population that may well have a seed of Satan within them. By that I mean a DNA connection to fallen angels through the Nephilim. 

This is a subject matter we will shine a light on in coming weeks and months.
I’ll close with this principle; 
/Gen 4:17 Cain had relations with his wife and she conceived, and gave birth to Enoch; and Cain built a city, and named the city Enoch, after the name of his son.

The line of Cain had many Unbels who embraced the serpent culture of Satan. They became the predominate force of people who worshipped fallen angels (Gen 6).\
In fact, by the days of Noah the whole earth was corrupt in worshipping fallen giants. 
