James #135
Learn to bridle your tongue

I will read over the last few verses of James chapter one opening up today, and you folks can open up in the OT – Psalms 34.
 /Within the book of James, we see right from the beginning there appears to be an issue of strife and arrogance bubbling up within this congregation. They enjoy the appearance of righteousness, or what may fall under the category of human works and yet they are not truly moving toward Spiritual Maturity. By the end of chapter one we see what James is pointing out.\ 
Jam 1:25 But one who has looked intently at the perfect law, the law of freedom, and has continued in it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an active doer, this person will be blessed in what he does.
True divine happiness is found as we move toward SM. Because at the higher levels of maturity, application becomes a reality, fruit of the Spirit begins to manifest. 
Pastor James warns that some of his congregation, are not headed in that direction and are therefore, simply playing religious games.
/Jas 1:26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this person’s religion is worthless.

To bridle - (pres,act)  chalinagōgeō, The Bel is to keep on restraining and keeping their tongue in check. This is an equestrian term for guiding and controlling a horse.\ 
KHALI-NON-O-GAYO, this verb is used twice in the book of James, it is not a popular word in NT teachings. It is focused on the tongue both times.
Sins of the tongue are often a sign of what is hidden deep within the soul structure.
We are responsible to bridle and guide that tongue like riding a horse. 
Sins of the tongue are extremely damaging for all parties involved – those being talked about or attacked and those with the venom on their tongue.
It is not a victimless crime… nor is it a minor sin to be glossed over.
                      REPEAT
IF is that Greek first class condition – meaning this was an ongoing problem, many appeared to be religious yet were putting on a show.
Many of them had issues with sins of the tongue which is like a cancer among families, friends, businesses and certainly congregations. 
                         REPEAT
Jas 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
Pastor James means application; he is pointing to the Fruit of the HS becoming evident. 
The eventual result of Spiritual growth is what James points out – it produces something.
This topic of sins of the tongue will become a strong set of lessons within the full study of the epistle from James. So, for today, we will use this a type of introduction.

In other words we will be covering this subject matter in the months ahead.
Now in Psalms 34 we see a song of David.
At this historic point in Psalms 34, David wrote a type of song as an acrostic Psalm while on the run from king Saul. An acrostic psalm, means, each verse begins with another letter of the Hebrew alphabet, in this case the exception is for the letter waw (6th in alphabet)  – it is not written here.
The story can be found in 1Samuel 21, when David was acting like a mad man to fool the king of the Philistines. He escapes that situation and hides out in Adullam in a cave with some of his men. 
This is one of several songs or poems David wrote in time of great relief and appreciation for the providence and deliverance from YAHWEH. 
Notice what he warns about concerning having the protection and blessing of God for your life.
/Psa 34:11 Come, you children, listen to me; I will teach you the fear of the LORD.

David instructs us to, šāmaʿ- listen and obey! This speaks to respect and awe of the one true GOD.\
SHA-MA means to pay close attention and to take great heed. Obedience and diligent perception are used to describe this Hebrew verb – listen!
If you really experience God’s goodness, if you really experience the blessedness of trusting Him, you will also have an appropriate fear of the LORD.
Not cowering in the corner fear…but a fear in a healthy and respectful sense of the word.

Psa 34:12 Who is the person who desires life And loves length of days, that he may see good?
/To truly desire a good life, a person must understand the need for capacity in life. Many people do not have real capacity for blessings and therefore GOD has to withhold certain blessings. SM is the point of truly having a capacity for God’s blessings, a capacity for a life designed for impact in the angelic conflict. This occurs when we become truly occupied with Christ.\

This is the first thing that David, who is touched by God the HS teaches us;
/Psa 34:13 Keep your tongue from evil And your lips from speaking deceit (mirmâ).

David lived by this type of code, his men following him, learned to respect him because he was never a hypocrite. He refused to indulge in sins of the tongue, even toward king Saul who hated him.\ 
MIRE-MA, means any form of treachery, lies, deceit, fraud and false witness. 
Sins of the tongue are a serious infraction because they speak to a sickness in the soul.
Also, because they spread like wildfire and bring forth more gossip and rebellion over time. 
/David’s instruction of his men at the cave at Adullam was very much in line with the Mosaic Law, by which he and the rest of Israel related to God. Under the New Covenant, God’s blessing is in Jesus Christ and the application of faith, not only by our own mental obedience, yet also by walking in the SPIRIT habitually.\
Psa 34:14 Turn from evil and do good; Seek peace and pursue it.
Notice David is telling us our daily decisions and our consistent lifestyle, need to align with the WORD of God.

This only happens when it is washing over us consistently and the HS is active in our lives. 
/Psa 34:15 The eyes of the LORD are toward the righteous, And His ears are toward their cry for help.

Even during times of great adversity, which we may have to endure for the sake of blessing, growth or fulfillment of God’s plan as a witness. HE is there with you! \
God does allow blessings to unfold for the positive Bel who keeps moving forward with HIM. God is always listening and watching HIS children.

Even when we are stuck in a situation that appears hopeless – David’s life is an incredible example of this.
                            REPEAT
Psa 34:16 The face of the LORD is against evildoers, To eliminate the memory of them from the earth.
/Psa 34:17 The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears And rescues them from all their troubles.

David spoke from his own experience to his men as well as all of us. Though he was relatively young, he had still suffered many afflictions, even as a righteous man. Yet David was never caught up in sins of the tongue toward others and certainly not toward God.\ 
Psa 34:18 The LORD is near to the brokenhearted And saves those who are crushed in spirit.
Psa 34:19 The afflictions of the righteous are many, But the LORD  rescues him from them all.
Jump back over to the NT – 2Timothy chapter two RF.
/Sins of the tongue toward others, when left unchecked, often times turn into negative thoughts and words toward God at some point. Complaining and bitter words can become a habit and when that occurs it means there is a root of bitterness and arrogance within the soul. As soon as it is recognized it has to be addressed.\
Believers can slip quickly into negativity toward GOD once they have become comfortable with negativity toward others. Remember the words that come out of your mouth often are a reflection of what is going on in your soul. 

Look at what the Apostle Paul was teaching Timothy in reference to becoming a good leader;
/2Tim 2:14 Remind them of these things, and solemnly exhort them in the presence of God not to dispute about words, which is useless and leads to the ruin of the listeners.

Arguments or heated debates, rarely solve any issue and they bring division among Christians who lack maturity.\
Many times, we forget that other people are watching our lives, or listening to our conversations. 
Once heated words are exchanged it is nearly impossible to pull them back.
They are like feathers in the wind.

/The Bible tells us, faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God (Rom 10:17). Yet if people do not hear the word of God and see the faith in action, especially from fellow Christians, then strife easily finds a pathway in. Opinions, debates and speculations are useless entertainment. Harsh words or sins of the tongue can be as damaging as a forest fire!\ 
2Ti 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a worker who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.

/This was designed to remind Timothy of his calling as a Pastor-teacher, yet every Christian is responsible for what they digest and put faith in concerning the WORD of God. They are also responsible for the condition and growth happening within their own soul structure. Negative thoughts, turn into negative words and eventually into negative actions.\
2Ti 2:16 But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness,

Coming to the understanding that truth is singular - and that the Bible is the only source of truth is the only way a Christian can avoid the trickery and lies of the Cosmic System.
It is also, one of the main ingredients in keeping your soul in check and avoiding sins of the tongue.   
/2Ti 2:17 and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus,

False teachers or those who spread confusion among brethren should be identified by leaders in the church. This is a delicate matter, yet very important and is actually not a sin of the tongue.\
When the Pastor or Deacon has the proof and solid evidence, it is their duty to warn others, not begin a campaign of anger and hate toward them.
Notice the lies, the sins of the tongue are like gangrene. It starts out as a minor issue and then brings forth an infection that can kill you!
The Apostle Paul was correct in calling out these teachers. 
2Ti 2:18 men who have gone astray from the truth, claiming that the resurrection has already taken place; and they are jeopardizing the faith of some.
This is why church leadership are called shepherds. 

In closing today please take note of these important principles;
There are 3 categories of sin that exist in the human race: 
/1) The imputation of Adam’s sin to all of humanity (no one except Christ was exempt).
2) The endurance of the OSN through physical birth, meaning - we are all physically alive at birth and yet simultaneously spiritually dead.
3) Personal sin which occurs after birth and carries on right into physical death.\
No one can avoid these three categories of sin. 
What we do have is a NEW NATURE given to us at salvation – this new nature cannot sin.
In the temporal life we walk in right now, we have been given the filling power of God the HS to help us combat the sin issue. Your OSN is dead flesh that is nailed to the Cross of Christ and it will never go beyond physical death.
IT IS ALREADY positionally considered dead.
                         REPEAT
There are three categories of personal sin:
/1) Mental sins such as envy, pride, arrogance, jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, greed, etc.
 2) Verbal sins such as gossip, slander, maligning, judging, lying.
3) Overt sins such as adultery, murder, stealing, drunkenness, etc.
All Bels are capable of personal sin, yet they are also capable of abstaining and cleansing that sin when it arises.\
The humanity of Jesus Christ was capable of sin – HE never did so…HE is the only impeccable one. 
/All personal sins originate from the old sin nature involving the human volition. This means that verbal sins like all personal sins, originate from the old sin nature and are activated by free will. Human volition is involved in all sins. Sins we are actively performing and those done in ignorance, all come down to our own personal responsibility.\  

/Sins of the tongue – are damaging for those partaking in it and even more so to those they are directed at. Sins of the tongue bring a curse on those who refuse to bridle them. God will bring back upon those who consistently engage in sins of the tongue, a very similar consequence to what they spoke out against others. King Saul, Haman (Esther), Balaam and Absalom are prime examples among others.\ 

Sins of the tongue when left unchecked will come back to haunt you!
/Rom 16:17 Now I urge you, brothers and sisters, keep your eye on those who cause dissensions and hindrances           contrary to the teaching which you learned, and turn away from them.

The doctrine of separation is in order when Bels refuse to stop the sins of the tongue.\
/False witness falls under the same category as spreading a lie about another, it is a serious infraction. Repeating the failures and problems of other people, is an attack on privacy and is in direct violation of the RFHC. Even the gossip or maligning of the Unbel, will eventually bring forth discipline in your life. Because you are an ambassador for heaven and it also impedes on your Believer priesthood.\ 

