Mat 175
Death of a believer is not a time for continued mourning.
THANK YOU LADIES WYOMING 

Turn to Matthew chapter 14.
What we have noted in our study in Matthew chapter 14 is the gruesome execution of John the Baptist.

The people involved were a twisted threesome of Unbels fully controlled by the Jezebel spirit we have just studied…which means the Phallic Cult was hard at work in that household.

Let us pick it up where we left off.
Mat 14:5 Although Herod wanted to put him to death, he feared the crowd, because they regarded John as a prophet.
Herod Antipas had no control over his household and very little control over his region…he was the true definition of a puppet regime. 
Not only because the Roman Empire controlled him but his own wife & step daughter did as well.
Mat 14:6 But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before them and pleased Herod,
Mat 14:7 so much that he promised with an oath to give her whatever she asked.
/Mat 14:8 Having been prompted by her mother, she said, “Give me here on a platter the head of John the Baptist.”
The Phallic Cult once fully saturated into a person’s soul or society will bring a ruthless & perverted sense of pleasure as well as justice.\
Remember I mentioned that moral and legal boundaries go out the window once this darkness of the soul infects a person or even a whole nation. 
REPEAT        ELABORATE
This is how families or whole nations end up approving lifestyles and decisions that are blatantly against the word of God. The prophet Isaiah said it best;
/Isa 5:20 Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter! 21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight!\

Mat 14:9 Although he was grieved, the king commanded it to be given because of his oaths, and because of his dinner guests. 10 He sent and had John beheaded in the prison.
Herod Antipas was intelligent but weak and didn’t even have the stomach for being a wicked dictator who executes his enemies. In fact, many scholars believe Herod Antipas was very intrigued with John the Baptist… actually so intrigued, that he was certain this man was a messenger of God or at least a very spiritual man.
Mat 14:11 And his head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she brought it to her mother.
Just as side note some historians claim that Herod Antipas would later die in poverty, probably a lesson for another day.
You see the following emperor of Rome after the Cross of Christ was a real nut named Caligula, he removed Antipas and cast him out of the land.
Which again shows us God’s timing and discipline outweigh anything mankind can do.
Mat 14:12 His disciples came and took away the body and buried it; and they went and reported to Jesus.
/Mat 14:13 Now when Jesus heard about John, He withdrew from there in a boat to a secluded (erēmos) place by Himself (idios); and when the people heard of this, they followed Him on foot from the cities.\
The original Greek says TLJC withdrew Himself to be apart or away from people or possibly away from Herod Antipas and I believe it means HE was seeking both those avenues.
The two words that show us that TLJC was seeking some downtime or private time are AIR-EE-MUS & ID-DEE-US.

AIR-EE-MUS meaning desolate, private or lonely and was often used for patches of the wilderness or desert where you know you would have peace & quiet. 
ID-DEE-US means being alone it is a Greek Adjective that points to self - and many times it speaks of privacy as much as it speaks of belonging to oneself. 
/The Lord Jesus Christ in His humanity felt the sting of John the Baptist’s execution and was probably in need of downtime, prayer and solemn moments to reflect on His cousin & friend John.\

Many teachers bounce right over this but it stuck out to me and I think it is God the HS telling me to remind Bels that it is okay to mourn for those Bels who have gone home to be with the Lord.

But the Bel reaching levels of SM knows the joy of finally being face to face with the Lord so this is not a mourning that occupies the mature Bels life for days on end. 
We will take a look at death today, just this one lesson to clarify a few principles.

First and most importantly is spiritual death.
Spiritual death is noted in — Eph 2:1; Rom 5:12; 6:23; 1Cor 15:22. 
/Spiritual death is a judgement on the human race at the point of birth. Everyone is born spiritually dead and related to the devil’s kingdom and we continue that way until we believe in Jesus Christ at which point this relationship is broken.\

In God’s grand design in eternity past for the resolution of rebellion and the angelic warfare God made one final decision that HE put into motion at the start of the human race. It is a doctrine known as spiritual death.
This means that when grace found us we belonged to Satan’s kingdom because we were born with spiritual death. 
/Eph 2:1 And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,
Rom 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned—\

It is a perfect plan that gives free will full control while at the same time leaving fallen man an easy out concerning the lake of fire.
Ask yourself would you rather have to live a life of sinless perfection and have no free will whatsoever, or have your freedom and the easy option of simply acknowledging TLJC as the only savior?
REPEAT

/Rom 6:23 For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
1Cor 15:22 For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ all will be made alive.\
Great plan!

The new birth breaks spiritual death. Spiritual death is not only separation from God but it is the penalty of sin, and it is totally the penalty of sin. 
/Physical death is not the penalty of sin and it does not have anything to do with the penalty of sin. The only way that physical death is related to the penalty of sin is that since we are born spiritually dead it is inevitable that eventually we will all die.\ ELABORATE  (sin unto death)
 The first use of spiritual death in the Bible is in Genesis 2:17.

/Gen 2:17 but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.”
This was spiritual death because the Old Sin Nature now was introduced. Satan rejected God’s plan and now mankind followed Satan’s lead.\
Spiritual death always points to separation from God, broken fellowship & rejection of God’s plan, accepting self over God…becoming our own god. 

Now Physical death is noted in — Mat 8:22; 2Cor 5:1-8; Rom 8:38,39; Phil 1:21. Physical death is the separation of the soul from the body. 
In fact, turn to 2Corinthians chapter 5.

/Mat 8:22 But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and allow the dead to bury their own dead.”
Phil 1:21 For to me, to live is Christ and to die is gain.\
Physical death once it is fully understood and looked at from divine viewpoint is nothing more than a passage from a flawed system and flawed body into a superior body and divine environment.
This is why we who are alive & remain after a Bel we know has gone home to be with the Lord never dwell for days and days in mourning over that physical death. 

/2Cor 5:1 For we know that if the earthly tent which is our house is torn down, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens.\
This is the mentality of the SM Bel because often times the immature Bel still gets angry or depressed over a loved one who goes home to be with the Lord.
2Co 5:2 For indeed in this house we groan, longing to be clothed with our dwelling from heaven,
Is that your attitude today about death RF?
2Co 5:3 inasmuch as we, having put it on, will not be found naked.
/2Co 5:4 For indeed while we are in this tent, we groan, being burdened, because we do not want to be unclothed but to be clothed, so that what is mortal will be swallowed up by life.\

The SM Bel wants to be in that heavenly realm in that perfect body…more importantly face to face with the Lord.
Not that we have a death wish, in fact, we enjoy what God created for us right now in time but we do age and groan in our mentality at times, realizing the flaws of this body and the flaws of the cosmic system can never compare to what TLJC has for us.
2Co 5:5 Now He who prepared us for this very purpose is God, who gave to us the Spirit as a pledge.
2Co 5:6 Therefore, being always of good courage, and knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the Lord—
Only absent in the sense of physically touching TLJC…the whole Trinity is available in the spiritual sense right inside of you.
2Co 5:7 for we walk by faith, not by sight—
/2Co 5:8 we are of good courage, I say, and prefer rather to be absent from the body and to be at home with the Lord.\
The resurrection body will be special like the resurrection body TLJC came back from the tomb with. Able to disappear and reappear a hundred miles away…walk thru walls and guess what, it will be supernatural but also perfect, the best version of you. 
/1Jo 3:22 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.
Jesus Christ had a resurrection body of age 33, perfect (other than scars of His beating & crucifixion) with supernatural abilities!\
Remember TLJC will be the only one in heaven with any deformity as the reminder of HIS death on that Cross. But we receive the same resurrection body Christ has. 

When the Bel dies that physical death, it is only one death which is a gateway to perfection. 
/Rev 21:4 and He will wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there will no longer be any death; there will no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain; the first things have passed away.”\
The Unbel dies two deaths…the physical and spiritual (separation from God).
The Unbel’s soul is tormented… really it is a greater mental torment than just physical, but it is everlasting!

Now let us look at the 2nd death.
The second death is the perpetuation of spiritual death into eternity — Heb 9:27; Rev 20:12-15. 
In fact turn to Rev chapter 20 we will look at that.

/The second death is the spiritual death. It refers to the final judgement of the Unbel in which the Unbel is cast into the lake of fire forever. So, it follows the general concept of separation but it is the eternal lake of fire. Many people don’t realize hell is the final result of the rejection of Christ that God gives you over to that which you CHOSE!\
 The Bel dies a physical death and then they are immediately face to face with the Lord. 
The only judgement the Bel faces is the Bema Seat Judgement after the Rapture where all your works & time you spent after salvation come under evaluation not really a judgement in the negative sense. Then comes rewards, crowns and rank & file for heaven. Or maybe a moment of embarrassment for the loser Bels. 

The Unbel dies a physical death and now they will face a final judgement that will place them into the lake of fire (spiritual death).
/Heb 9:27 And inasmuch as it is appointed for men to die once and after this comes judgment, 28 so Christ also, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will appear a second time for salvation without reference to sin, to those who eagerly await Him.\

Look at Revelation chapter 20 verse 12;
I dedicate this to those who do not think there is any judgement or evaluation when we get to the after-life. 

/Rev 20:12 And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were written in the books, according to their deeds.\
Books being opened is literal books…God is a meticulous record keeper! 
Rev 20:13 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.
/Rev 20:14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.\
Rev 20:15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
The only reason you may have a prolonged sadness as a Bel is that the person who died was an Unbel.
That may give your heart some grief but ultimately you are not in control of anyone’s spiritual walk but your own.

A study on death gives us many new viewpoints as to what death really entails. 
There is dead works that many Bels get involved in which tells us they do not understand the filling power of God the HS;

/Jam 2:26  For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith without works is dead.
Present tense (keeps on being dead) because the motivation is not from the Holy Spirit nor is it backed with any Bible Doctrine.\ 
Theology also points out a Positional death — Romans chapter 6 is the major passage of discussion on the topic. It is also found in Col 2:12-20; Col 3:3. 
At salvation we are entered into union with Christ through the baptism of the Spirit. The baptism of the Spirit has two aspects. We are in union with Christ as Christ is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
/Col 3:3 For you have died and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
Col 2:12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.\
We are also in union with Christ as Christ died on the cross — current and retroactive positional truth. 
The Theological terminology is; 
/Positional death is retroactive positional truth or identification with Christ in His death. We are identified with Christ in His death because at the cross Jesus Christ rejected human good. He bore our sins in His own body on the tree but He rejected human good as well.\
Human good is anything from the flesh designed by mankind to appear as spirituality. Many denominations and man-made religious systems or pseudo spiritual agendas practice this nonsense. 
(Pharisees & Scribes)
 Retroactive positional truth is simply our rejection of human good through identification with Christ on the cross. 
/Rom 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have become united with Him in the likeness of His death, certainly we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection,\
We lack the time to dive much deeper into this and until God the HS calls me to look deeper than we will leave this off with a few principles today.
/ Rom 6:5 Knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is freed from sin. 8 Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,\
The Bel is with TLJC so there is never a reason to overly mourn a death or even fear death…it is a celebration if you fully understand it! 

Sin represents death it always does and always will, even in a Bels life.
/Temporal death — Rom 8:6-13; Eph 5:14-15; 1Tim 5:6; Jam 1:15; Rev 3:1; Luk 15:24-32. It refers to the Bel out of fellowship through sin. It is simply carnality or the Bel in reversionism. Temporal death just means that death is used to show that when we sin we are out of fellowship, we are dead to God in the sense of being out of fellowship.\
 In Luke chapter 15 -The prodigal son was still a son but he was dead to his father — v 24 “This, my son, was dead but now he is alive.” He was out of fellowship, now he is back in fellowship.
REPEAT
/Mat 14:13 The Lord felt the human anguish of losing a close friend & loyal follower and HIS compassion was touched by John’s martyrdom. The Bel needs time to weep, pray and gather ourselves when death strikes close by, but it is never a time for depression and unyielding mourning.\
There is a balance to the spiritual life and the Bel who has not matured will be left confused, depressed and even angered by the death of a loved one. 

/Death is the natural order in this temporal life. If it is inevitable why then do you not take the time to understand it, then embrace it as the temporal system which is a doorway to the heavenly. A new born birth is greater concern for a mature Bel then death of a Bel, the death calls for a celebration as the tears dry.\ 

