Mat 185
Strong faith and perseverance go hand in hand.

We will pick it up where we left off last lesson in Hebrews chapter 11.

/Heb 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for (elpizō), the conviction of things not seen.\
Heb 11:2 For by it the men of old gained approval.
Heb 11:3 By faith we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God, so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible.
Heb 11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he obtained the testimony that he was righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks.
Heb 11:5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM UP; for he obtained the witness that before his being taken up he was pleasing to God.
Heb 11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
This is the Greek verb EL-PEEZO taken from that root word EL-PISS where it has a strong connotation of confidence and strength but again it points to expectantly waiting because you know it is around the next corner. 
/Heb 11:1 – pistis, (Greek noun) faith that is confident or has a foundation in something - Christ, the word, Bible Doctrine. 
elpizō, (verb) steadfast hope, enduring belief, strength that causes the action of trust or confidence to grow.\
REPEAT
In the beginning was the word and the word was with God and the Word was God – John 1:1.
It is established at the first verse here that faith is pointing to TLJC as it always is, but faith in the sense of Bible doctrine comes into light in Hebrews chapter 11.

The OT saints heard the WORD and by faith in that word which they knew was truth of the Messiah they were credited with salvation. 
Hebrews 11:1 is grammatically tied into chapter 10 the previous teaching.


/Heb 10:39 But we are not of those who shrink back to destruction, but of those who have faith to the preserving of the soul.
The connection to Heb 11:1 is important because it ties it into the same conversation or lesson.\
Both Hebrews 10:39 and Heb 11:1 speak to endurance and faith…perseverance and strong belief in something or someone.     REPEAT

/Hebrews chapter 10 – teaches us that the old is done away with when the new arrived (Christ), rituals and laws were not impressive to God but symbolic of His uniquely born SON. Once Christ came all was fulfilled within Him and now we know God’s expectations are wrapped up in HIS life, HIS words and HIS sacrifice.\
This is another clear indicator of the doctrine of dispensations in Hebrews chapter 10.
So actually Heb 11:1 sets a standard for that chapter;
/Heb 11:1 By faith (Bible doctrine) we are confirmed and assured having proof of things not seen, yet we (Bels) have conviction of their reality 2 as did the Old Testament saints in their dispensation who were saved.\ 
This is a translation that may help you get a clear picture as to what it may sound like to us today. 

/Heb 11:3 By faith (Bible Doctrine) we understand that the worlds were prepared by the word of God (Christ within the Trinity), so that what is seen was not made out of things which are visible. (In eternity past the world’s design was established.)\

This whole chapter goes on to highlight that by BD – Abel, Enoch… Noah and Abraham and Sarah came to faith alone in Christ alone.
/Heb 11:6 And without faith (pistis) it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe (pisteuō) that He is and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
Bible Doctrine is the priority but ultimately your action of believing on Jesus Christ is what stands in the supreme courtroom of heaven.\
REPEAT
Notice the noun PISS-TIS and then its verb in action PISS-TO-OH.
Flip backward to Hebrews chapter 3.

A person must come to believe that HE -Jesus Christ is God, savior and king, no other name or idol, action or works stands next to TLJC.
Only one way into eternity and it is faith alone in Christ alone, and it is a faith that is solid, not a passing acknowledgement of Jesus Christ.
There is a clinging and reliance upon the TLJC that stands in the divine courtroom.

It is highlighted in the lesson taught to the Exodus generation;
/Jhn 3:14 “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up; 15 so that whoever believes will in Him have eternal life.
Num 21:9 – they would die if they did not stare intently at that symbol and truly believe, this was not a passing thought!\
Their lives depended on it!
 This is the confusion that many people have when a pastor says - some Christians may not be born again. The standard is not a quick thought about a man who died as a martyr on a cross 2 thousand years ago.
It runs deeper than that!
/Jhn 3:18 “He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.\

Hebrews 11:6 is clear faith is the staple, it is the protocol in salvation and then spiritual growth.
He rewards the person who is positive toward HIM with salvation…once saved always saved, eternal security!

 HE rewards the Bel after salvation with spiritual growth, crowns, blessings and rewards as they draw closer to HIM.
But the key element is faith! 

The lesson in this section of Hebrews, which by the way is a solid book to debunk those who don’t believe in dispensations, speaks to those Jews making an issue out of OT saints such as Moses or Abraham. 

Heb 3:4 For every house is built by someone, but the builder of all things is God.
Heb 3:5 Now Moses was faithful in all His house as a servant, for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken later;
/Heb 3:6 but Christ was faithful as a Son over His house—whose house we are, if we hold fast our confidence and the boast of our hope firm until the end.
Jesus Christ is over the whole house while Moses was an important member IN HIS house.\
TLJC is the only real celebrity in the universe…men like Abraham, Moses and David have their place and respect in the plan of God but everyone is under the authority and recognizes the celebrity of TLJC. 
Holding fast – securely holding onto something with the intent that it has great value and will be used in the future.
This speaks to growth in your spiritual walk and the stronger faith that results in that. You have to retain BD… have it circulating in your soul structure for it to be useful later. 

IF WE HOLD FAST – is in the Greek 3rd class condition, meaning-  maybe you will and maybe you won’t, the possibility is there.
Free will once again comes into view and this is after salvation. 
Meaning free will always plays a role inside the plan of God.
Heb 3:7 Therefore, just as the Holy Spirit says, “TODAY IF YOU HEAR HIS VOICE,
Heb 3:8 DO NOT HARDEN YOUR HEARTS AS WHEN THEY PROVOKED ME,
AS IN THE DAY OF TRIAL IN THE WILDERNESS,
The majority of the Exodus generation were arrogant, implacable and uninterested in growing up spiritually. 
Heb 3:9 WHERE YOUR FATHERS TRIED Me BY TESTING Me, AND SAW MY WORKS FOR FORTY YEARS.
40 years is long suffering and more than enough time for Bels to change their ways, repent and turn back toward God.
Though they had moments in time when they turned back toward God it was almost always because they had brought misery into their midst by rebelling against the plan of God or even the man of God – Moses.
ELABORATE

Taking one step forward and two steps back is not growing in the plan of God.
Heb 3:10 “THEREFORE I WAS ANGRY WITH THIS GENERATION, AND SAID, ‘THEY ALWAYS GO ASTRAY IN THEIR HEART, AND THEY DID NOT KNOW MY WAYS’;
They went astray in their minds first…apathy, distractions and familiarity usually are the culprits of that situation, sometimes a mix of all 3.
Which leads to the second problem-
THEY DID NOT KNOW MY WAYS.
A direct command pointing to BD.
They did not learn it or retain it, either way they never grew spiritually.
/Heb 3:11 AS I SWORE IN MY WRATH,
‘THEY SHALL NOT ENTER MY REST.’”
There is no faith rest when the Bel rejects Bible Doctrine. The example is the promised land that would have given the original elders of the Exodus Generation peace and prosperity yet they never entered into it.\
The peril of unbelief is then highlighted in verse 12;
Heb 3:12 Take care, brethren, that there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from the living God.
This is speaking about divine discipline, the sin unto death and the misery a negative Bel brings upon themselves when they end up in apostasy. 
This is not a loss of salvation.

And as I mentioned last lesson your faith can be lifted up and ignited into further action by others who are positive in the plan of God.
Heb 3:13 But encourage one another day after day, as long as it is still called “Today,” so that none of you will be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.

/Heb 3:9-12 is a lesson in the importance of taking in Bible Doctrine as a means of spiritual growth that will build your faith up and in doing so God is able to guide you to rest because your faith is matured. The rest (Sabbath) we have in the Church age is better described as a moment by moment relaxed mental attitude, it is not about a day of rest such as Saturday or Sunday.\ 
Bible Doctrine is the input needed for the computer of our soul structure.

Your mind, which is part of your soul structure is designed to gather information from sights, sounds and whatever it absorbs the most. 

Then whatever input of information you desire to use will get stored in the right lobe of your brain to be recalled at an appropriate time. 
Gathering that information and making a conscious decision to imprint it as a permanent file in your brain is up to you and with the filling power of the HS it will become a guiding force toward SM.

The more doctrine we learn the more real becomes the unseen grace blessings designed from eternity past.
/The more doctrine we learn the more real becomes the Lord Jesus Christ. “We see Him who is invisible.”  There becomes a level of intimacy between the Bel & Christ because, the more doctrine we learn the more real the plan of God becomes and the perfect essence of God behind that plan. \      REPEAT
Notice how we see that building block principle.
If we realize the OT was a shadow of what was to come, we have to recognize our relationship with Christ and the serious intent in which we view HIS mind (BD) is what we can see from the relationship of the Exodus generation.

/Heb 3:10 “THEREFORE I WAS ANGRY WITH THIS GENERATION, AND SAID, ‘THEY ALWAYS GO ASTRAY IN THEIR HEART, AND THEY DID NOT KNOW MY WAYS’;\
Though we live in the age of grace it is not designed so we can neglect OT principles nor is it a license to reject the mind of TLJC.
Reversionism was the spiritual condition of the Exodus generation.

In the year of our Lord 2020 we have a lot of the same attitudes out in the world of Christianity. Studying the Bible is one of the last things that happens at many churches.
You have programs, and children studies, glossy speeches and blazing light shows with wonderful music ministries, yet the true study of the mind of Christ is usually reduced to a few fluffy stories and tearful testimonies. 
ELABORATE

/Liberated by God’s grace from slavery the Exodus generation failed to appreciate grace provision because they were negative toward doctrine. Their desires or discomfort became the focal point not God’s grace and His words.\

 Their needs were provided in grace for forty years. Their food was provided, their safety was provided, their security was provided, their leadership and doctrinal teaching was provided. 
Not once did they appreciate what God had provided. They had no capacity. 

They did not know how to use their freedom, they lacked capacity for freedom. 
/Therefore, in Heb 3:10 we have the anthropopathism of anger or disgust to express the divine reaction to negative volition. This is a different dispensation but the shadow that carries over into the Church Age is still a doctrinal principle that should not be ignored.\

God looks at the time, talent and treasure HE allows us to have in our lifetime and we become responsible for that which He gives us.

There does come a time when we will all face the Bema seat judgement ..the judgement seat of Christ.
/2Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.\
There will be a time some Bels will shrink away in shame because they never put the building blocks together, they never gained any momentum and did almost nothing from divine motivation and the filling power of the HS. 

/1Jhn 2:28 Now, little children, abide in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.\
The time we have to apply faith rest…to grow that fruit of the spirit and apply BD is whatever temporal time we have now on earth.
It doesn’t matter Jew or Gentile…woman or man…it is about Bels and Unbels and what those Bels do with the time, talent and treasure God gave them.
/Gal 5:6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision means anything, but faith working through love.
 Strong faith that breeds a relaxed mental attitude no matter what the test or challenge and the application of agapē love.\

Remember something if you reject the offer of growing up in the plan of God there will come a time when you need faith rest, you will need SM and spiritual discernment and it will be out of your reach.
/Num 20:12 But the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “Because you have not believed Me, to treat Me as holy in the sight of the sons of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land which I have given them.”\

The Exodus generation wanted the promised land the day after they left Egypt. 
They had no endurance because they had no SM, little faith and a negative attitude toward authority and that lead to a negative attitude toward the word of God.
Their 40 year journey was a result of reversionism. 
/God will often test His people to show them where they are in their spiritual walk. Trials and attacks from Satan are also designed to train the Bel or bring them to a place of humility if they need to wake up and turn back toward HIM. All of these tests or adversities can add up to blessing & rewards, or wood, hay and stubble, it all comes down to the Bel’s free will.\


