James #93
All in the family is the plan of God.

Let us keep our brother and sister in Christ Tim and Christina in prayer.
They have suffered financial and personal struggles the past few years. Tim had to have emergency surgery to remove his appendix on Labor Day – which forced him to use vacation time so they cannot make the Bible Conference this year.
Please open back up in Genesis chapter 15.
I need to go over some principles that many misconstrued, and it is imperative for spiritual growth. 
It is the difference between understanding the plan of God under solid dispensational theology, or falling for a version of replacement theology.

All BELIEVERS become part of the family of GOD, even though they fall under different forms of inheritance and circumstances as well as time periods. 

/Rom 9:8 That is, it is not the children of the flesh who are children of God, but the children of the promise are regarded as descendants.

Gal 4:28 And you, brothers and sisters, like Isaac, are children of promise.  
                                            (Gal 4:22-31)\
The original promise to Abram from our LORD was to have faith in ME and follow ME! In fact, in Romans chapter 4 it clearly states Abram became saved long before he was circumcised. 
Abram became saved at the moment of the faith in the first promise; 
/Gen 12:3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”

Rom 4:16 For this reason it is by faith, in order that it may be in accordance with grace, so that the promise will be guaranteed to all the descendants, not only to those who are of the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the father of us all,     (Rom 4:9-18) \
Now there are spiritual and natural analogies for the children of Abraham and this is where people twist the truth.
Do not fall for it.         REPEAT
This is a one of several key reasons to understand dispensations.
IN Gen 15 - Abram is deeply troubled that so far, the descendants have not been given to him. He is greatly concerned about a natural family…it was a staple in the ancient world to have children and certainly a male heir to your namesake.

Abram had been born again and saved, travelling across the land, following God’s plan for about ten years at this point. He would have been 85 yrs old in chapter 15;
Gen 15:3 Abram also said, “Since You have given me no son, one who has been born in my house is my heir.”
/Gen 15:4 Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “This man will not be your heir; but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.”

The LORD was focusing on the natural lineage of Abram, even though the spiritual consequence was still a reality.\

Gen 15:5 And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”
Our LORD knows the two consequences that HE has laid out for the plan…a natural lineage and a spiritual lineage.

/We know the reference is now a focus on ISRAEL (Gen 15) because of the concern of Abram to start a family. We also see OUR LORD prophesizes about slavery in Egypt, which happened to Israel. God’s plan from eternity past works in multiple fashions and layers during the course of one event – blessing or a curse, in failure and success. The spiritual and natural blessing of the descendants of Abraham is an incredible example of God’s diverse tapestry working behind the scenes while man is focused on the singular.\ 
God accomplishes 100 different goals during one period of time in our life.

We definitively know that our LORD is assuring Abram about his blood linage because of the scripture is pointing in that direction;
/Gen 15:13 Then God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed for four hundred years.\
Therefore, we can be assured that Israel as a nation…true believers of Isreal, had certain prophetic blessings in time and then into the future Millennial reign of Jesus Christ;
Now we see one of several covenants;
/Gen 15:18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given this land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates:

This chapter covers the Abrahamic Covenant (12 tribes) and the Palestinian Covenant (real estate). These are UNCONDITIONAL, and the land covenant is not a strip of land the size of NJ – it is vast! (Jer 32:36-44, Ezk 11:14-18, Ezk 36:21-29, Isa 65 – 66 points us into the blessing of the 2nd Advent for Israel.\
This all happens at the 2nd Advent – not before then. 
The millennial fulfillment of the land covenant is taught in Jer 32:36-44; Ezek 11:14-18, Ezk 36:21-29.
Blessings of the 2nd Advent of Christ for Israel are also highlighted in Isaiah chapters 65 into 66;
/Isa 66:8 “Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things? Can a land be born in one day? Can a nation be given birth all at once? As soon as Zion was in labor, she also delivered her sons.

The birth PAINS of the Tribulation bring forth TRUE Israel by the baptism of Fire at the 2nd Advent.\ 
Any one teaching Israel is already regathered as a nation, or that the church replaces Israel is teaching a false doctrine.
The Antichrist in the Tribulation is recognized by many, as the messiah and many Israeli people will want to gather into the new temple that he will construct.
There will be a type of gathering into Jerusalem, yet it is not the birth in one day that is highlighted in prophecy like Isaiah 66:8.
                           REPEAT
/During this 2nd dispensation (Israel) there are many languages and races. The agency of Israel holds responsibility of the WORD until it was interrupted (Cross). Security for Israel was found under four unconditional covenants: Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, and New Covenants designated to true Israel. Though Isreal brings forth seasons of both prosperity and blessings they also suffered self-induced misery and cycles of discipline.\
Israel became divided into different sections because of this and they had animosity toward one another – Northern Tribe against Southern Tribe. Both tribes faced cycles of decline, misery and discipline.     
                           REPEAT
/Israel as the administrator of the dispensation of GOD had repeated failure — the fifth cycle of discipline was eventually introduced. God’s cycles of discipline were administered to the northern kingdom once, to the southern kingdom twice. The dispensation of Israel terminates with the second advent; it was interrupted by the cross of Jesus Christ – the Church Age mystery was revealed.\
Every person who has faith in the true Lord and Savior has crossed the salvation gate. 
At the moment of faith alone in Christ alone, they have become a family member of God… a child of the one true God. This is the foundation of the plan of God from the beginning. 

/1Jhn 3:1 See how great a love the Father has given us, that we would be called children of God; and in fact we are. For this reason the world does not know us: because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him just as He is.\

Many get confused by the fact that Isreal and for that matter any OT saints are considered the family of GOD.
The fact is…all BELS are precious in the eyes of the heavenly Father, yet we all live in different ages! We have different responsibilities and we have different forms of inheritance. 
We all inherit eternal security at the point of salvation.
Yet we all do not inherit the exact same promises or replace any other child of GOD and receive their promises or their inheritance.
                                REPEAT
Jump ahead into the NT - Matthew chapter 3 RF.
/OT saints were called the children of GOD – the people of God. The chosen ones, there are even references of a type of marital status between YAHWEH and OT saints (Deu 14:1, Jer 2:2, Jer 3:14, Isa 54:5-8… etc.). The CA Bel is a future BRIDE of Christ (Eph 5:25-27, 2Cor 11:2, Rev 21:9), we are also considered children of GOD. We are given titles of heavenly Royality because of a unique union with Christ (Eph 1:5, Rom 8:16-17, 1Pet 2:9…etc.) \
This is important to digest so you are not fooled by lies and false doctrines. 
As we transition into the overview of the Church Age this becomes a very pertinent point of biblical theology to grasp.
Malachi is the last book of OT history and it was a scathing rebuke of Israel.
They had once again drifted away from God after Nehemiah helped rebuild Jerusalem.
The people and priests were involved with BAAL worship derived from the Babylonian culture – the warning that John the Baptist would be the last stop sign before the true MESSIAH would arrive  is seen in Mal 3. 
Malachi spoke of the coming Tribulation period as well.

/Mat 3:1 Now in those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of Judea, saying, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.”

The transition for the interruption of the age of Israel began with 400 yrs of silence, after the prophet Malachi gave his message.\
This was very similar to the 13 yrs of silence that Abraham and Sarah had after their debacle with Hagar, the Egyptian slave girl.

Part of the effects of the last few cycles of discipline, are that GOD withdraws HIMSELF, there is a silence because fellowship has been stone cold for a longer period of time. 
John the Baptist became the last OT prophet. 
He also was the one to begin to pull open the curtain on the introduction to the mystery of the Church Age. 
Even though he did not fully understand the mystery, because his focus was on the 2nd Advent as most Jews were focused upon at that time. 

/Mat 3:7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, “You offspring of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?

The seeds of Satan and counterfeits had slowly infiltrated since the Babylonian captivity. The infection was apparent when the minor prophets of the OT, like Malachi were warning Israel.\   
In Biblical typology John the Baptist was a type of Elijah. 
He stood loudly and visibly against the establishment. 
Corruption and evil counterfeits were running rampant with King Herod and the Sanhedrin, just as it was when Jezebel ruled the land.
                           REPEAT 
/Mat 3:8 “Therefore produce fruit consistent with repentance; 9 and do not assume that you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father’; for I tell you that God is able, from these stones, to raise up children for Abraham.

The family of GOD is a family from faith in Christ, not DNA in a family tree. It has never been a people chosen by blood-ties; it is a family washed by the blood of Jesus Christ! \
There are a few principles that need to be clarified as we dive into this next dispensation. 

/The CA was a mystery because it would be graphed into the family tree. It was the age (dispensation) that would arise with barely a shadow of the prophecies of old giving Israel no clue. The Church is the very body of Christ; therefore, we were hidden in the doctrine of the Hypostatic Union. Our uniqueness is similar to that of the life of Christ on earth. He came forth in a shrouded birth and was raised up near obscurity, until John the Baptist introduced HIM.\
Jesus did not fit the mold of what Israel wanted, especially the legalistic crowd.
HE miraculously sprung up on the landscape and interrupted the religious lies and counterfeits. Though the prophecies about HIM were abundant, they were never fully understood.
The doctrine of the Hypostatic Union was a type of mystery that they never fully grasped.
                            REPEAT
They did not understand the suffering servant who had to take away the sins of the world…they did not want to recognize the one true Passover lamb.
They wanted the Military leader to overthrow the Romans.

They did not grasp the first advent and the coming cross because they were focused on the crown.

The carpenter instead of the king frustrated and confused the majority of the Jews. 
Jump over to Matthew chapter 21 RF.

Let us not forget the very words of Jesus;
/Mat 11:13 For all the Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 14 “And if you are willing to accept it, John himself is Elijah who was to come.

When the doctrine of the Hypostatic Union was revealed by John, it was the final transition period before the CHURCH interrupted the age of Israel.\ 
Jesus would spend the first part of HIS earthly ministry attempting to gather the lost house of Israel, yet by the last year and especially those last days we see the cold hard fact that the majority of Israel rejected HIM.
Mat 21:18 Now in the early morning, when He was returning to the city, He became hungry.
Mat 21:19 And seeing a lone fig tree by the road, He came to it and found nothing on it except leaves alone; and He said to it, “No longer shall there ever be any fruit from you.” And at once the fig tree withered.
Mat 21:20 Seeing this, the disciples were amazed and asked, “How did the fig tree wither all at once?”
Mat 21:21 And Jesus answered and said to them, “Truly I say to you, if you have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but even if you say to this mountain, ‘Be taken up and cast into the sea,’ it will happen.
Mat 21:22 “And whatever you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive it all.”


