Mat 71
Miracles, signs and wonders
(Thursday message Joel)
Thank you for the prayers because so far they are working for those people we have kept in prayer.

Mat 8:1 When Jesus came down from the mountain, large crowds followed Him.
Mat 8:2 And a leper came to Him and bowed down before Him, and said, “Lord, if You are willing, You can make me clean.”
Mat 8:3 Jesus stretched out His hand and touched him, saying, “I am willing; be cleansed.” And immediately his leprosy was cleansed.
Now there is no doubt that TLJC commissioned His Apostles in the area of healing and signs and wonders. 
/Mat 10:1 Jesus summoned His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, to cast them out, and to heal every kind of disease and every kind of sickness.\

Turn to Exodus chapter 15 with me today. We need to look at human nature concerning miracles and signs and wonders.
I am just going to give you a bird’s eye view upon what was happening after the Exodus generation had already witnessed the unexplainable 10 plagues that God struck Egypt which finally freed them from slavery.
Then they pass thru the Red Sea and now let’s see how much all the miracles and wonders paid off concerning their faith and respect for the Lord.
/Exo 15:22 Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness and found no water.\
Now I realize that their water supply had become depleted and they had reason for concern but remember they just witnessed God come through in miraculous ways in Egypt then crossing the Red Sea.
Exo 15:23 When they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of Marah, for they were bitter; therefore it was named Marah.
Exo 15:24 So the people grumbled at Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?”

That word grumble in the Hebrew is in the Niphel stem which means a very persistent stubborn nature and consistent complaining or verbally attacking.
Exo 15:25 Then he cried out to the LORD, and the LORD showed him a tree; and he threw it into the waters, and the waters became sweet. There He made for them a statute and regulation, and there He tested them.
Jump ahead to chapter 16.

Now look what the Lord is doing in Exo 15:25….testing His people.
/Exo 16:1 Then they set out from Elim, and all the congregation of the sons of Israel came to the wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the second month after their departure from the land of Egypt.\

Two months into their journey of freedom and God has supplied everything so far. Miracles and signs and wonders continue.
Exo 16:2 The whole congregation of the sons of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness.
Exo 16:3 The sons of Israel said to them, “Would that we had died by the LORD’S hand in the land of Egypt, when we sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full; for you have brought us out into this wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

Now the wonderful meat and stew and bread they received in Egypt was old and left over….filled with debris and there are some historians who believe they used all types of meat like rats and even insects to thicken the stew. The Egyptians were the masters…they had no respect for the Jews.
Exo 16:4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven for you; and the people shall go out and gather a day’s portion every day, that I may test them, whether or not they will walk in My instruction.

Water from a rock….manna from the sky…quails falling down daily to feed them…a pillar of fire by night… a pillar of smoke by the day. Miracle after miracle right in front of them.

Sadly I could jump around all thru the OT and show you examples of miracles and signs followed shortly thereafter by rebellion and misery. 
/The Exodus generation and many of the followers of the nation of Israel (O.T.) continually witnessed miracles & wonders up close and personal, yet it almost never built up their faith or gave them any greater spiritual momentum.\ 
It never changes…during our Lord’s earthly ministry The majority who witnessed TLJC heal and perform signs and wonders got very excited and followed Him at the beginning of the 3 year ministry. Eventually they were all gone and many were chanting crucify Him at the end!

God in the OT enabled miracles to happen thru certain men of God…and it was always done to perpetuate the plan of God and establish that man as a spiritual leader…chosen by God.

TLJC activated the close followers around Him to go out in His power and heal and cast out demons and God the HS empowered the leadership at the foundation of the CA when TLJC ascended back to heaven.
/1Co 12:11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.
In the Pre-Canon of scripture many gifts were activated for certain Bels yet they were finished by the time the Bible was completed.\

Since healing was designed as a credit card rather than to alleviate suffering, it was always removed once the authority of the communicator was established.

There are many examples in scripture that point out God’s power working through chosen men after TLJC had ascended by to heaven.
/Acts 19:11 God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, 12 so that handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out.\
It is God who does the work not man.
Turn to Philippians chapter 2 with me.
 
In Philippians we see one of the prison epistles of the Apostle Paul…this one in particular was probably written about 30 years into Paul’s Apostleship.
You get the sense that Paul no longer is able to perform healings because he is in a difficult situation and there is someone close to him who he probably needs to continue preach the gospel yet Paul is unable to do anything to heal the man or help the situation.
Paul is sending Timothy and Epaphroditus on a mission so let’s pick it up there.
Phl 2:22 But you know of his proven worth, that he served with me in the furtherance of the gospel like a child serving his father.
Phl 2:23 Therefore I hope to send him immediately, as soon as I see how things go with me;
Phl 2:24 and I trust in the Lord that I myself also will be coming shortly.
Phl 2:25 But I thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother and fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger and minister to my need;
Phl 2:26 because he was longing for you all and was distressed because you had heard that he was sick.
/Phl 2:27 For indeed he was sick to the point of death, but God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, so that I would not have sorrow upon sorrow.\
When Paul wrote the letters to Timothy he was well over 60 years into his ministry and coming up on his last few years of life.

/2Tim 4:20 Erastus remained at Corinth, but Trophimus I left sick at Miletus.
Paul was nearing the end of his life during the writings to Timothy, there is no proof that he performed any healings or miracles during the last few years.\

Once the Bible was completed (96 AD), all temporary gifts were withdrawn to be replaced by Bible doctrine.
 In Luke chapter 10 Jesus sent out 70 disciples to spread the word…they were given power to heal yet the focus was to be on the message not the miracles. 
Any divine miracle or healing comes from God…not a man. 
Even TLJC did miracles in His deity not His humanity. 
Man can not perform miracles. 
Turn to 1 Corinthians chapter 12.

/The Apostles and any disciples that were gifted during the time of the earthly ministry of Christ and the foundation of the Church-age never carried those gifts beyond the first century.\
This is not to say God does not perform miracles and healings because that goes on all the time on large and small scales throughout history. 
My point is that there are no longer chosen men or women who are gifted in those areas because the Bible is complete and we get everything we need from the scriptures.  

In 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 nine spiritual gifts are mentioned, including prophecy, tongues, and knowledge (supernatural) or possibly a gift of prophecy. 
 1Co 12:1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.
1Co 12:2 You know that when you were pagans, you were led astray to the mute idols, however you were led.
1Co 12:3 Therefore I make known to you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus is accursed”; and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.
1Co 12:4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.
1Co 12:5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord.
1Co 12:6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons.
1Co 12:7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.
1Co 12:8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit;
1Co 12:9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit,
1Co 12:10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues.

Notice that tongues needed someone there who can interpret the language. 
1Co 12:11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.
1Co 12:12 For even as the body is one and yet has many members, and all the members of the body, though they are many, are one body, so also is Christ.

In the next chapter 13, verse 8, the writer states, “…but whether there be prophecies, they shall be done away; whether there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it shall be done away.” Paul maintains in this passage that miracles would be done away. 

/1Co 13:8 Love never fails; but if there are gifts of prophecy, they will be done away; if there are tongues, they will cease; if there is knowledge, it will be done away.\
Realize this that Paul’s letter was flowing from chapter 12 right into chapter 13…same subject matter.
/1Co 13:9 For we know in part and we prophesy in part; 10 but when the perfect comes, the partial will be done away.
The completed canon of scripture!\

In the statement to follow, verses 9 and 10, he tells us when this would happen: “For we know in part, and we prophesy in part; but when that which is perfect is come, that which is in part shall be done away.” 
The New Testament was in the process of being written. 

/Paul is referring to the written N.T. called by the Apostle “that which is perfect”. (Jam 1:25 “the perfect law of liberty”) The Bible was completed, then that which was in part (spiritual gifts 1Cor 12), was done away.\

We will cover more on this next message as well as dive into tongues a little as well…it is important to understand the age you live in.
When you do not and do not fully understand that…. while the Bible was being written there were dispensations recognized periods of time that were lived in and even written about.
During these dispensations there were changes and shifts in the plan of God that were all designed to point us to the Cross of Christ and lead us to salvation and true wisdom.

 The written New Testament now furnishes the church with everything essential for its members to acceptably serve God.
In the concluding verse of 1 Corinthians 13 Paul says, “But now abide in faith, hope, love, these three; and the greatest of these is love.” After the nine spiritual gifts enumerated by the apostle were done away at the completion of the NT, only faith, hope, and love were to abide, “These three.” 

Were miracles to be perpetual during the New Testament dispensation, Paul would have said, “But now abide… in these twelve” (the nine spiritual gifts plus faith, hope, and love).
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