2Thess #31
Faith increasing is a sign of maturity.

Today we will partake of the LORD’s Supper please have your elements ready at the end of the message.

We will be in Hebrews chapter 11 today…so get comfortable there.
As a recap and keeping us on track of our current message let us go over the last two lessons;

/2Thes 1:11 – the prayers are very specific and it points to; 1. to grow into your calling inside the plan of GOD. 2. To reach a fullness of your potential God has given you. 3 to achieve a faith that brings forth glory to God. 4. to apply the true spiritual power of all that was given to you at salvation. Each one will bring a level of adversity or testing as well as great joy and confidence over time.\

We noted the two-fold calling for all BELS – the first is the same for all Bels in relation to growing in God’s grace and knowledge. Then becoming a serious student of the WORD. 
This leads to giving support to the body of Christ and bringing forth the teaching of truth and the gospel of Christ to a lost and dying world.
Every Bel at the moment of salvation is called into that portion of a spiritual walk. The second part of the calling is more personal, it is different for all Bels. It is where you can develop ministries and press forward to have a personal sense of destiny which will lead to discovering your spiritual gifts.

Last lesson we noted growing into your full potential of who GOD made you to be. Fulfilling your potential and full capacity right now in time.

Today we will note the third quality of what the Apostle Paul was praying for his congregations. 
Faith and truly a faith which develops into a strength of problem solving and a faith that glorifies GOD in the angelic conflict.
At the moment of faith in Christ you begin glorifying God.

Blind faith is not what the Bible teaches – faith needs a target and it must be something of value and strength for it to be real.

Now in Hebrews chapter eleven it is the hall of fame of many Bels of the OT.
Keep in mind some of these OT heroes did not have a completed canon of scripture. They had the WORD given to them in teaching and repetition of word of mouth and some by divine revelation.

/Heb 11:1 Now faith (pistis) is the certainty of things hoped for, a proof of things not seen.

Assurance, to firmly believe, to have a conviction about something or someone. Certainty of what you know is just ahead. Greek present tense – keeps on being a confidence of things hoped for, that what we know is ahead.\
PISS-TIS, is not a word that fits into a definition of timidity and doubt. It is actually very strong in the original Greek context. 

The root word means confidence, to trust and obey.
Heb 11:2 For by it the people of old gained approval.
Meaning it has always been faith alone in Christ alone. 
No one in human history has ever been born again and saved by a works program or human effort or human I.Q.
/God’s grace plan is magnificent; in that it allows the tiniest amount of faith in a moment of time. To ignite the power of GOD the HS in efficacious grace to bring a spiritually dead Unbel, into a spiritual birth of eternal glory. A hostile creation of GOD becomes HIS child of Royality and honor! All penalties and debt were wiped clean because Christ paid it in full.\ 
Remember we are all born enemies of the cross of Christ.

We are all born separated from God, spiritually dead.
/Heb 11:3 By faith we understand that the world has been created by the word of God so that what is seen has not been made out of things that are visible.

Jesus Christ is the WORD and faith in HIS word (HIS mind) was accredited as faith for salvation in the OT. Because since the original Garden, Christ was always the saving sacrifice for all mankind.\ 
Actually, going forward into most of these verses the faith is a reference to the WORD – Bible Doctrine.

You cannot separate the WORD from TLJC.
Heb 11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a better sacrifice than Cain, through which he was attested to be righteous, God testifying about his gifts, and through faith, though he is dead, he still speaks.
/Abel was a Believer Cain was not. It was revealed in their sacrifices what they truly believed – true faith is confidence and obedience. Abel had been a Bel almost all of his life, this was a greater show of strength in his faith – he was showing his testimony (martyreō) it states in the original context.\
MART-AH-RAYO, through which he attested – this was his witness in action.
Abel is being taught today, thousands of years after his murder and his legal testimony is on display.
Because BD was so real in his life, within his soul, doctrine ruled and his life was a full display of strong faith.
                          REPEAT
/Heb 11:5 By faith Enoch was taken up so that he would not see death; AND HE WAS NOT FOUND BECAUSE GOD TOOK HIM UP; for before he was taken up, he was attested to have been pleasing to God.

Enoch was a teacher or prophet for GOD. His ministry was during the time when the earth was being populated by descendants of Cain and other children of Adam and Eve.\
The majority were going astray into what many believe was the first religious system called - the serpent culture of Cain.
Enoch is transferred and transformed as many who are alive during the future rapture will be. A supernatural taking up and transformation into a resurrected body.
I think Enoch was one of the few true teachers of truth left before the earth became overwhelmed by the serpent culture and the worship of fallen angels.
It is believed that the writings of Enoch revealed great details about fallen angels. His ministry was one that took place during a time of the rise of the fallen angels being perceived as gods on the earth. 
I am sure that the book of Enoch probably has great truth within it. Yet it also may have been altered or slightly translated improperly and therefore like many other letters and books it was not allowed in the completed canon of scripture.
I actually think in heaven, several other letters and books will be revealed in their original form for all of us to learn from.
/Heb 11:6 And without faith (pistis) it is impossible to please Him, for the one who comes to God must believe (pisteuō) that He exists, and that He proves to be One who rewards those who seek Him.

FAITH- as a noun, points to truth of BD, the act of applying faith over time (pisteuo’- verb) means you begin to grow in your confidence.\
PISS-TOO-OH, is the action of growing in faith and that will become what you begin to lay down as your testimony.
 
 What in essence this speaks of is this;
Once BD is absorbed it must bring forth true confidence and that is what will please GOD. He is a rewarder of those who apply BD to their life.
                      REPEAT
Heb 11:7 By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of the righteousness which is according to faith. 
/Noah was a Bel before he began building the ark - in complete awe and respect, Noah built the ark. Confidence leads to obedience in the plan of GOD, action will follow faith as it grows. Not the act of fleshly works or wrong motivation – BD will motivate as the new nature drives us toward divine deeds that will shine at the Bema Seat Judgment of Christ. Noah was rewarded with greater grace and blessings.\

Greater faith becomes visible in what you are doing within your life.
/Heb 11:8 By faith Abraham, when he was called, obeyed by going out to a place which he was to receive for an  inheritance; and he left, not knowing where he was going.

Abraham was born again because of the faith he had toward Christ, when he left his father and the cosmic system behind.\

Heb 11:9 By faith he lived as a stranger in the land of promise, as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, fellow heirs of the same promise;
There is no mention of Ismael because he was not a partaker in the promises, nor was he ever considered a patriarch of the nation of Israel.

Heb 11:10 for he was looking for the city which has foundations, whose architect and builder is God.
Abraham had faith in what was to come.
/Heb 11:11 By faith even Sarah herself received ability to conceive, even beyond the proper time of life, since she considered Him faithful who had promised.

Sarah was born again and saved when Abraham was. As they both left behind everything they knew and travelled across the land and the river – which is the exact meaning of the title (ʿiḇrî) HEBREW.\
EE-BRIE, means one who travelled across to the other side. 
All Bels travel across to the other side from a place of evil where Nimrod ruled, over to the place of divine power and peace as a child of God.

Heb 11:12 Therefore even from one man, and one who was as good as dead at that, there were born descendants who were just as the stars of heaven in number, and as the innumerable grains of sand along the seashore.
/Heb 11:13 All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen and welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were strangers and exiles on the earth.

Their testimony was left behind for our benefit – they crossed over from sin and evil into an eternal relationship with Christ. Even though they only had a vision from BD of what was to come they had faith that kept growing.\
The prayer the Apostle Paul mentions in 2Thess 1:11 - teaches us that faith begins as a tiny seed but what does a seed do or what potential does a seed have?

A seed was designed to be planted and nurtured in good soil and watered so that it grows!

A mustard seed is often referenced in scripture, because it is one of the smallest seeds - it certainly was during the ministry of Christ on earth. The one most popular near the Jordan river in the Middle East is known as the black mustard seed.
/A (black) mustard seed as tiny as it is, once it grows under the right condition, brings forth a tree or shrub that can stand nearly 8 or 12 feet tall. It spreads out almost as wide (7 to 10 ft. wide). It has medicinal purposes and dietary purposes like all mustard trees and flowers. From a tiny seed comes forth an incredibly abundant product that sustains life in several aspects. \
Your faith can produce that in your spiritual walk. But it cannot do that if it remains as small as a seed with no good soil or nurturing and water of the word for growth.

Jesus Christ came as our sacrifice and to bring us closer to HIM - yet because HE is God, it is never forced or manipulation. 
The honor toward our free will is incredible and very visible in scripture.
TLJC wants you to take advantage of your union with HIM and all aspects of the grace plan and grace gifts. Yet we must make positive choices and take our time, talent and treasure and apply them toward learning and growing in BD. 
                          REPEAT
As we prepare to take in the LORD’s Supper let us remember this today;
/Jesus Christ gave the ultimate sacrifice for a lost and dying world. Bels who simply cross the salvation goal and refuse to get any closer to Christ. Which means metabolizing the WORD, have remained holding onto a tiny seed of faith. There is no way to have the greater grace and wisdom of Moses, Abraham, David or Paul without a serious growth in your original faith.\

We looked at our calling and our testimony and stepping up to our full potential – it is there for us because of the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
Today we can bring HIM into remembrance, but I remind you, what you do tomorrow or the next day and the next day…will determine what happens with your seed of faith. 

/Heb 12: 1 Therefore, since we also have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let’s rid ourselves of every obstacle and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let’s run with endurance the race that is set before us, 12 looking only at Jesus, the originator and perfecter of the faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.\

On the night our LORD was betrayed… HE took the bread and broke it, as HE was giving thanks.

HE said – this is MY body, which I give to you, take and eat.
In remembrance of our Lord Jesus Christ let us eat the bread.

In the same way our LORD picked up the cup and gave thanks.
HE said - this is the cup of MY blood, a cup of a new everlasting covenant. Each time you eat the bread and drink the cup, you bring ME into remembrance until I return.
Let us drink the cup…
Let us pray,  Amen. 
 
