Mat 227
Truth is elusive only when it is neglected 

We will be doing the Lord’s supper at the end of the message. If you want to participate please make sure you have a cracker and juice for symbolic purposes.

Let us jump back into our original study of Matthew chapter 16 and pick it up where we left off in verse 4.

I want to read thru a few verses to not only get us back on track but to highlight two Biblical topics all Bels need to learn about.
These two topics are the neglect of BD and God’s work in your life – secondly is the topic of leaven which in this case is teaching us about false doctrine.

Mat 16:4 “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be given it, except the sign of Jonah.” And He left them and went away.
/Mat 16:5 And the disciples came to the other side of the sea, but they had forgotten to bring any bread. 6 And Jesus said to them, “Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”\
First is their duties & responsibilities are neglected and shortly you will see that also the doctrine they had already learned was forgotten.
Remember leaven is always symbolic of evil which creeps in unnoticed.
Mat 16:7 They began to discuss this among themselves, saying, “He said that because we did not bring any bread.”
Mat 16:8 But Jesus, aware of this, said, “You men of little faith, why do you discuss among yourselves that you have no bread?
Mat 16:9 “Do you not yet understand or remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets full you picked up?

Again, I remind my followers that we are now over two years or deeper into TLJC earthly ministry – not to mention the study in Matt 15 showed us unbelievable healings and miracles for days! 
Mat 16:10 “Or the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many large baskets full you picked up?
Mat 16:11 “How is it that you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread? But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
Mat 16:12 Then they understood that He did not say to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

/The illusion that the Apostle were pristine men of God who had spiritual discernment dripping from their pours is inaccurate. So too is the description that they were all simpletons who failed at every turn. These were men who were only human, common men with doubts, anxiety and personalities quirks like all of us.\
Nobody gets it right every time but as we gain momentum in God’s plan there should be signs and symbols of our spiritual I.Q. increasing. 

So, we start this off with what I often refer to as a balance in life.
Please turn back into the OT book of Genesis chapter 27.
There may be no better OT Bel to give us a great lesson on forgetting BD and neglecting what God continually does for us than Jacob. 

/Bels today are very similar to the disciples in the days of the Lord’s earthly ministry. Ignorance and neglect toward BD and God’s work in their lives is common place and is what you witness in Matt 16:5-11. The Apostles knew their calling/duties, they witnessed countless miracles and spent untold hours listening to Jesus teach and yet we see them fumble and fail in application & knowledge repeatedly.\
Now why do you think God was always so keen on showing failures as much as success for all HIS heroic men and women in scripture? 

To give us insight and causes us not lose heart when we fumble and fail repeatedly.

Balance this out RF – we need to be responsible and grow up toward SM, but also, we have a cosmic system & an OSN working against us so failure will occur.

No other book depicts its historic heroes as failures and fumbling around trying to get it right as much as the Bible. 

Two reasons – first was for our benefit RF, and second was that the truth and every drop of the truth…good, bad and ugly is put into scripture. 
Leaving mankind, no doubt the divine nature of this book and the need for the grace & power of God for a lost and dying world. 
/Rom 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
1Cor 10:11 Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.\

Now a quick overview for the story of Jacob –
because we will hop from event to event with a strong focus on Jacob’s failures to apply BD and trust in the Lord. First fact is that his father Isaac was the son of Abraham – one of many children but he is the one that Christianity rests on as a divine bedrock of truth for all us.

Isaac would have been extremely versed in scripture, an expert in Biblical teaching and knowing God’s essence because he was raised by the great Father Abraham and a chosen son among many. 
Isaac had two sons, both brothers - Jacob and Esau were well schooled in what we call BD.
Jacob & Esau were in their late 70’s possibly 77 years old at this historic juncture in Gen 27. Which was not uncommon at this point for families to stay together as a unit for protection and prosperity to work a piece of land together or travel together. 

Keeping that in mind we have two grown men during a different dispensation and with different family standards then today, yet the word of God and worshipping the Lord was set in stone in the original garden. 
That was taught daily as the two boys grew up.
Gen 27:1 Now it came about, when Isaac was old and his eyes were too dim to see, that he called his older son Esau and said to him, “My son.” And he said to him, “Here I am.”
Esau and Jacob were considered twins though they had some very distinct physical differences.
Esau came out of the womb first which meant he was the first born and in ancient times that pointed to privilege within the family. 
Gen 27:2 Isaac said, “Behold now, I am old and I do not know the day of my death.
Gen 27:3 “Now then, please take your gear, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt game for me;
/Gen 27:4 and prepare a savory dish for me such as I love, and bring it to me that I may eat, so that my soul may bless you before I die.”
This is a call for a special meal when a blessing is going to be given or handed down from a father preparing to face his last years.\ 

This is written in a context to call attention to a one on one meeting with Esau so that a blessing or birthright be handed down. 
Right off the bat we have a problem – we actually have a father who is not following the accuracy of God’s prophetic words. 
God had already proclaimed the younger of the twins to be the one who is to be elevated. 
/Gen 25:23 The LORD said to her,
“Two nations are in your womb;
And two peoples will be separated from your body; And one people shall be stronger than the other; And the older shall serve the younger.”\
So right there, God had already proclaimed HIS choice.
 In eternity past God knew Esau would remain an Unbel. In fact, in Chapter 25 & 26 Esau proves to be a careless man who would not follow the God of Israel. 
He was a rugged and hairy man and a good hunter, fiercely independent - EDOM was the Hebrew word for red and that is where we get the Edomites from, descendants of Esau.

Esau sold his birthright to Jacob over a bowl of stew and also married a Hittite woman who he was told not to marry. 

Esau never came to believe on TLJC.
Now we have an elder Isaac knowing his body is beginning to fail and he rejects the plan of God concerning birthright privileges and still insists on giving it to his favorite son – the hunter Esau. 

As we move on in chapter 27 you will see Jacob’s mother also begin to manipulate the circumstances. 
Gen 27:5 Rebekah was listening while Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for game to bring home,
Gen 27:6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “Behold, I heard your father speak to your brother Esau, saying,
Gen 27:7 ‘Bring me some game and prepare a savory dish for me, that I may eat, and bless you in the presence of the LORD before my death.’
Gen 27:8 “Now therefore, my son, listen to me as I command you.
/Gen 27:9 “Go now to the flock and bring me two choice young goats from there, that I may prepare them as a savory dish for your father, such as he loves.\

Notice how quickly Rebekah puts together a devious plan to trick her own husband. 

Both parents are guilty of not only playing favorites but both are putting their hands in the plan of God directly trying to manipulate the outcome. 

It is a good thing God knows everything in eternity past and HE allowed Rebekah to play this trick on Isaac. 

Gen 27:10 “Then you shall bring it to your father, that he may eat, so that he may bless you before his death.”
Gen 27:11 Jacob answered his mother Rebekah, “Behold, Esau my brother is a hairy man and I am a smooth man.
Gen 27:12 “Perhaps my father will feel me, then I will be as a deceiver in his sight, and I will bring upon myself a curse and not a blessing.”

Now Jacob – a grown man, is not arguing or saying he doesn’t want anything to do with it, he just doesn’t want to get caught.
Gen 27:13 But his mother said to him, “Your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice, and go, get them for me.”
So, the plot is underway – the meal is prepared and Jacob is told to put on one of his brother’s outfits and just in case that doesn’t do the trick, here is what mom decides to do.

/Gen 27:16 And she put the skins of the young goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck.
Interestingly enough, three Bels are all responsible for this debacle. The one Unbel is not involved in any of it.\ 

The 3 with BD and a relationship with the God of Israel are the troublemakers here.
Gen 27:19 Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn; I have done as you told me. Get up, please, sit and eat of my game, that you may bless me.”
This little game of deceit goes on for several minutes as Isaac questions again if this is truly his son Esau. 
The end result is that God’s grand design from eternity past is put into place and strife falls between Jacob & Esau as the younger son gets the blessing over the older son. 
/We witness 3 Bels with more than adequate enough BD resident in their soul and each is acting in their own interest and outside the plan of God. Deception, lies, manipulation and human works is seen among Bels in every dispensation and it is always related to arrogance or willful ignorance.\
Willful ignorance speaks to those who listen to the truth but refuse to apply it and most of the time they refuse to allow it to change their heart – that is the bigger issue.
Exposing yourself to truth does not guarantee you are fully digesting and applying it to your life.
There is never an earthly dispensation that we can see where mankind will not neglect the plan of God at some point and put their own works and effort into a plan they desire.        REPEAT
Jump ahead to Genesis chapter 32.
Bels can take in BD for years but in a short period of time without guidance from God the HS and the word of God circulating in the soul ready for application it is almost certain the OSN will pop its ugly head back up and steer us off course. 

/ Parent’s hold great power and authority and it is designated for them by God to be the first spiritual teacher and leader in that child’s life. Leading by example may have no greater meaning then in that of the divine institutions of marriage and Christian family.\
The truth is the failure of your parents do not have to be your personal failures in life. Your life choices become your own after the age of 18 and the Biblical age of accountability for most Bels begins shortly before that 18th birthday.

Meaning that most teenagers with at least an average I.Q., can hear the gospel and make a positive choice for God – no matter what the parents believe. 

Even when our born-again parents fail us we do not recognize them after the flesh and understand that we all have a free will.                     REPEAT
Each of us are flawed creatures that can only achieve perfection by our union with TLJC and then growing in that. 
Now Jacob would be given the promises that Abraham and Isaac were promised.
Jacob is in a divine bloodline and there is no doubt the blessings and birthright are his – yet his attitude and behaviors often reflect a cosmic Bel at times.

God continues to show favor to Jacob and even though Jacob involves himself in shady dealings with his uncle Laban God allows a level of blessings to fall upon his life.

/Gen 32:1 Now as Jacob went on his way, the angels of God met him. 2 Jacob said when he saw them, “This is God’s camp.” So he named that place Mahanaim.
East of the Jordan river he names it for the duel angelic beings who were sent to assure him of God’s guidance.\
MAY-HEN-AH-YEM meaning two camps or two tents.

Gen 32:3 Then Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country of Edom.
Now keep in mind he is not only visited by two of God’s angels to reassure him – Jacob has had great success and wealth given to him while under the deal he made with his uncle Laban. Here is how this great man of God reacts to having to face his brother who may still hold a grudge against him.
Gen 32:4 He also commanded them saying, “Thus you shall say to my lord Esau: ‘Thus says your servant Jacob, “I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed until now;
/Gen 32:5 I have oxen and donkeys and flocks and male and female servants; and I have sent to tell my lord ('adown), that I may find favor in your sight.”’”\
Meaning my master, my Lord - I am asking to find mercy from you.
AH-DON two beings - two camps.

This is the approach Jacob takes after all the reassurance and angelic presence he just witnessed. It is the way a runaway slave would approach their master in the ancient world. 

Jacob is not confident in what the Lord has done for him…what the Lord just revealed to him. Jacob lacks faith and has a short memory concerning all the BD he was taught by his father Isaac.
Gen 32:6 The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and furthermore he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.”

/Gen 32:7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed; and he divided the people who were with him, and the flocks and the herds and the camels, into two companies;
Immediately when a Bel lacks faith and hasn’t retained enough BD they reach into the OSN’s bag of tricks and frustrate the plan of God.\ 

We all fall into this from time to time and the study in Matthew 16 with the Apostles is something we should learn from. 
This will be the first of, a two-part message concerning willful ignorance toward the word of God and the short-term memory many Bels have concerning what God has already done for them or what God has called them to do.

As we get ready to prepare to take in the Lord’s supper keep in mind a few principles and scriptures-

/Pro 3:5 Trust in the LORD with all your heart and do not lean on your own understanding. 6 In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He will make your paths straight.\
Do not abandon your relationship with the Lord when trouble is on the horizon – do not seek the short cuts in life and never forget what HE has already done for you.

/2Tim 1:7 For God has not given us a spirit of timidity, but of power and love and discipline.
Isa 41:10 ‘Do not fear, for I am with you;
Do not anxiously look about you, for I am your God. I will strengthen you, surely I will help you, Surely I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.’\
The Lord Jesus Christ went to that cross at Calvary for all of us and HE would go back and do it again tomorrow for only one if it was possible.

He wants to help you and guide you.

He wants to fill you with HIS grace and power and HE just needs your permission and attention to do so.

/Jhn 15:13 “Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends.
Rom 5:6 For while we were still helpless, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly.\

Romans 5:6 truly says it all – we were all enemies of God, enemies of the Cross of Christ and yet TLJC still went through the humiliations and beatings and allowed Himself to be nailed to a cross- naked and ridiculed for you and I. 

For anyone who comes to believe in HIM.
Facing not only the cruelty of the harsh crowds who laughed and mocked HIM. But HE dealt with a spiritual separation from God the Father that we will never fully understand.

He asked on the night before He was betrayed – that we who are alive and remain bring HIM into remembrance as the only ritual until HE returns.
As we remember our Lord & savior I ask that we remember HIS words that we take the bread – a symbol of HIS body.

 When HE gave thanks, HE said this is My body… take and eat, in remembrance of our LORD let us eat the bread. 

In the same manner TLJC lifted the cup and said this is MY blood – the blood of a new and everlasting covenant -  do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of ME. Let us drink the cup.
Let us pray.  Amen. 




