Mat 244
The Believer receives the benefits  

Please open your Bibles to the last book in the Bible – Revelation chapter two RF.

I want to clarify the two scriptures we highlighted last lesson that really emphasized the principle on receiving the divine benefits for the Bels. 

I also want dive deeper into the fact that after salvation the Bel is called to greater gifts and blessings but that our free will is always active and respected inside the plan of God.
We can refuse to pick up our cross after salvation – the Bel can neglect their calling inside the plan of God because God is always a perfect gentleman.

The two scriptures I opened up to you last lesson are the reminder and the starting point for today.

/Rom 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.

2Tim 2:11 It is a trustworthy statement:
For if we died with Him, we will also live with Him; 12 If we endure, we will also reign with Him; If we deny Him, He also will deny us;\

The point being is that one inheritance is based on grace and the second is based on merit. 
The Bel has abilities from their divine nature and gifts given at salvation to endure and step onto the spiritual battlefield with confidence and achieve victory.
These same principles we learned about last lesson in Rom 8 & 2Tim2 are seen in the book of Revelation as well.
Look at Rev 2 starting in verse 26;
 /Rev 2:26 ‘He who overcomes, and he who keeps My deeds until the end, TO HIM I WILL GIVE AUTHORITY OVER THE NATIONS; 27 AND HE SHALL RULE THEM WITH A ROD OF IRON, AS THE VESSELS OF THE POTTER ARE BROKEN TO PIECES, as I also have received authority from My Father;\
This is a clear call for the future blessings and rewards of the SM Bel that can stay inside the plan of God for a period of time.

No Bel will have success everyday inside the plan God, this is a call for Bels who did not quit and kept themselves in the new nature more than the old nature, they had a level of consistency after salvation.      REPEAT
Also, in verse 27 this type of Bel rules with Christ in the 1000 year Millennium reign as an authority figure, who is involved in law enforcement throughout the world. That is the rod of IRON reference and the shattered vessels.

Because even in a perfect environment as was the original garden, mankind will prove to be arrogant and rebellious. 
/Rev 2:28 and I will give him the morning star.
This is believed to be one of the highest honors and rank in the heavenly realm.\
Rev 2:29 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’
In fact, TLJC has many titles and one is the Bright Morning Star. So, if a Bel is given this rank or title it must be a high reward or authority.

/Rev 22:16 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright morning star.”
2Pet 1:19 So we have the prophetic word made more sure, to which you do well to pay attention as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star arises in your hearts.\
These are both references to TLJC – so that title is something very special.
That title is reserved only for a winner Bel who has reached the pinnacle of SM.

Flip over to the next chapter to Revelation chapter 3 with me.

There are gifts, titles and blessings & crowns of authority given at the Bema Seat Judgement of Christ for Bels who have stood in the gap during their earthly life and reflected TLJC in their decisions and lifestyle.
Meaning that even during adversity and challenges they chose God’s plan and God’s word over human viewpoint and cosmic lies.  
They had a serious relationship with God they knew TLJC intimately. 

/Rev 3:19 ‘Those whom I love (phileō), I reprove and discipline; therefore be zealous and repent.
This is a personal love that touches deeper than impersonal, unconditional love – this speaks to intimacy.\ 
This is directed at Bels who have gone astray and as we close in on the end times God’s call is to turn back – HE loves you! 
When a Father loves a child that father will discipline the child who goes astray.

True love means you discipline from time to time because you care about what that child is doing.
Rev 3:20 ‘Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.
This is a call for intimacy – for fellowship, not salvation, again this is sometimes taken out of context and used as a salvation scripture. 
It flows naturally from verse 19 into 20 speaking to Bels out of fellowship and even worse than that, one who has begun to live in the cosmic system heading toward apostasy.
          REPEAT
God is always waiting for the apostate Bel and those who have begun to peel away from HIM to return.
/Rev 3:21 ‘He who overcomes, I will grant to him to sit down with Me on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne.\

This speaks to privilege and access to God on a higher level. 
Rev 3:22 ‘He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.’”

The Bel is called to grow in the plan of God not just to receive crowns & rewards, but for their own good – their own personal mental stability and strength. 

God knows the cosmic system destroys capacity and causes mental breakdowns not to mention in the end you have wasted a lifetime following a false set of beliefs. 
God is a rewarded of those who diligently seek HIM – Proverbs 8:17 & Hebrews 11:6, tell us that, along with many other scriptures.
You do not act out in love and integrity in your daily relationships because you want to be paid for it in the end – you do so because you genuinely love someone. 

God loves us enough to know what will keep us safe and happy – true happiness in the end always comes from HIS divine touch. 
We cannot be overcomers in this cosmic system if we seek self-gratification at every turn. 
/The Bel out of fellowship can quickly become the Bel in apostasy if that Bel allows cosmic viewpoint and the OSN to dictate their lifestyle choices and enflame their emotions. God loves us enough to discipline us and call us back when HE sees us going astray.\ 

Our divine inheritance is through the work of TLJC and the fact that we cling too and rely upon that work, we then possess eternal security along with 40 other blessings and grace gifts at the moment of salvation. 
Inheritance means possession and there are two kinds of inheritance.

The first is that we become heirs of God which is tantamount to eternal life. This is free and is based strictly on the grace of God—
/Jhn 3:16“For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

 Jhn 5:24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who hears My word, and believes Him who sent Me, has eternal life, and does not come into judgment, but has passed out of death into life.\
Turn to John chapter 12 RF.

Salvation is that grace gift that no one can earn or deserve but that is phase one of your inheritance. There is no effort or application - therefore no cost that we can put on salvation.
TLJC paid the cost for all of us!
/Rev 22:17  The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.\

Studying what you are right now and even from last lesson you are starting to get a sense of the truth concerning winners and losers in the heavenly realm.
Look everyone who gets born again and saved is a winner - but what I mean is the more intimacy you desire in eternity means the more intimate and serious you should be toward God right now – in time!
There is rank and file in heaven – equality only exists at the moment of salvation after that point all Bels respond differently in their spiritual walk.

In John chapter 12 starting in verse 23 we will see a principle highlighting what I am teaching you about privilege and rank concerning Bels in heaven. 
A few weeks after TLJC had raised Lazarus from his tomb and during the time preparing for the Passover feast Jesus was reminding HIS followers about the coming cross.

Many of the new converts were now Greeks as well as Jews and so this analogy helps them wake up to a principle of what it means to go to the cross for TLJC and for the Bel to pick up their cross.

Jhn 12:23 And Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified.
/Jhn 12:24 “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.\
Jesus is telling them HIS suffering and death will bring forth eternal fruit.

TLJC bears the fruit that we will eat from for eternal life and HE did that by standing alone and taking upon HIMSELF the justice of God for all of our sins.
The spiritual death TLJC took upon HIMSELF is what is in view – HE was struck down for our iniquities and because HE went to that cross we reap the benefits and inheritance. 
                 REPEAT
The common Greeks & common Jews were good at fishing and farming that is why you see analogies like this.
TLJC was telling them that HIS coming death would bring forth the fruit of life and in that moment many did not grasp it… but they would soon enough.
[bookmark: _Hlk55826035]/Jhn 12:25 “He who loves his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal. 26 “If anyone serves Me, he must follow Me; and where I am, there My servant will be also; if anyone serves Me, the Father will honor him.\
We see the salvation call and salvation inheritance & blessing in verse 24.
TLJC says I’m about to be glorified and just as a seed hits the ground and appears to be dead in the earth – I too will do that and just like that seed …
I will bring forth a harvest! 

Jesus then goes into a secondary principle as to what these new Bels will need to do and what the plan will look like. 
/Jhn 12:25 He who loves (phileō) his life loses it, and he who hates his life in this world will keep it to life eternal.
Those who pursue a love affair with the cosmic system – things of the world, this is intimacy with the satanic agenda.\
PHIL-LET-OH - personal love an intimate love relationship. 

This is written in the Greek present tense, this means a serious relationship, it is ongoing. 
They lose the purpose of their divine calling, not loss of salvation – this is what we say today that a person - wastes their life away. We use a term like that for someone caught up in a drug addiction or gambling…someone who lives for the party lifestyle. 

At the end there is nothing to show for it.
Jesus is teaching this mixed group of Greeks & Jews that living the spiritual life right now, carries over into the heavenly realm.

What the Bel does after salvation has eternal repercussions. 

/Jhn 17:3 This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.
Eternal life is defined as a special category of intimate knowledge of God that goes beyond salvation.\
There are too many scriptures that point to the differences between positive Bels and negative Bels for us to ignore.
Especially when you do a study on picking up your cross.

There is the ability and calling put upon every soul after salvation to step up into God’s plan and grow toward maturity.

You do not do that apart from studying HIS word and applying it to your life.
You also do not grow outside of challenges, tests and adversity from time to time…it is just simply impossible drop spiritual growth and blessings onto the lap of a Bel who refuses to advance.

/Gal 6:8 For the one who sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the Spirit reap eternal life.\
This term - of eternal life has a duel meaning in scripture.
First and foremost, always pointing us to eternal security- once saved always saved!
But there is a second layer to this meaning - of eternal life. It speaks to a Bel who goes above and beyond the salvation gate and lives a life more abundantly, a spiritual life that reflects TLJC habitually. 
In the original Greek it is written in a different context in certain verses, especially when you are seeing it directed at Bels who have already been saved for a period of time. 
That is why the Apostle Paul goes on to say to Bels at the church of Galatia; 
Gal 6:9 Let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we will reap if we do not grow weary.

Let us close in Luke chapter 19.
Reigning from a position of authority in the heavenly kingdom is presented as being a result of obedience and spiritual growth in this life.
 At the judgment seat of Christ there are rewards given to those who advance to spiritual maturity and who are advancing to spiritual maturity, and there are rewards that are taken away—loss of inheritance in the kingdom.

Now TLJC uses a parable in Luke chapter 19 with great layers of teaching in it and one fits neatly into what I have touched on today.

Luk 19:12 So He said, “A nobleman went to a distant country to receive a kingdom for himself, and then return.
There is an analogy of TLJC within this parable and that needs to be recognized in this lesson. Part of the analogy points to TLJC ascending back to heaven to prepare HIS kingdom for Bels.
/Luk 19:13 “And he called ten of his slaves, and gave them ten minas and said to them, ‘Do business with this until I come back.’ 14 “But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation after him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to reign over us.’\
A Minas was a weight of coins like a small sack of silver or gold.
Notice the Master gave his slaves the money so this points to the gifts given to Bels – the blessings and gifts given right now in time. 
The world is represented by the citizens who hate the nobleman.

Luk 19:15 “When he returned, after receiving the kingdom, he ordered that these slaves, to whom he had given the money, be called to him so that he might know what business they had done.

This points us to the Bema Seat Judgement of Christ. Which occurs after the Rapture of the church. 
Every Bel will face a point in time where they will have to answer for what they did with the time and abilities God gave them after they were born again and saved.
It has nothing to do with salvation - it has to do with blessings, crowns and rewards for eternity. 
Luk 19:16 “The first appeared, saying, ‘Master, your mina has made ten minas more.’
/Luk 19:17 “And he said to him, ‘Well done, good slave, because you have been faithful in a very little thing, you are to be in authority over ten cities.’\
Luk 19:18 “The second came, saying, ‘Your mina, master, has made five minas.’
Luk 19:19 “And he said to him also, ‘And you are to be over five cities.’
Notice the blessing or reward suits the application of effort and the achievement while the Master was away. 
Luk 19:20 “Another came, saying, ‘Master, here is your mina, which I kept put away in a handkerchief;
Luk 19:21 for I was afraid of you, because you are an exacting man; you take up what you did not lay down and reap what you did not sow.’
What gets lost on the surface of this scripture is the fact that the slave was agreeing with the citizens who hated the nobleman.
The attitude is one of those who were enemies of the nobleman.
/Luk 19:22 “He said to him, ‘By your own words I will judge you, you worthless slave. Did you know that I am an exacting man, taking up what I did not lay down and reaping what I did not sow?
The Master puts the question and accusation right back upon the arrogant slave.\
Luk 19:23 ‘Then why did you not put my money in the bank, and having come, I would have collected it with interest?’
In other words, I’m so awful and you were so afraid of me… you did absolutely nothing? And yet the others seemed happy to have had the opportunity to invest with what I gave them and now they are being rewarded. 

Luk 19:24 “Then he said to the bystanders, ‘Take the mina away from him and give it to the one who has the ten minas.’
Notice the slave is not whipped, beaten or removed from the mansion. 
He simply misses out on rewards and authority – he still remains in the kingdom. 
Luk 19:25 “And they said to him, ‘Master, he has ten minas already.’
/Luk 19:26 “I tell you that to everyone who has, more shall be given, but from the one who does not have, even what he does have shall be taken away.
This is a play on words, meaning those who have invested into the kingdom will reap more benefits. Those who have rejected the call of the kingdom lose out in the end. \

Luk 19:27 “But these enemies of mine, who did not want me to reign over them, bring them here and slay them in my presence.”

This means the Unbels will face exactly what they wanted all along – to be independent from God. 
/The Bel is given blessings, gifts and spiritual strength at the moment of salvation. Those who reject it whether they have the attitude that Unbels have, that God is unfair or they are just lazy, it will result in a loss of rewards & authority in eternity.\

/Along with the authority of the Order of the Morning Star, other crowns of authority are as follows;
The Crown of Righteousness
The Crown of Life
The Crown of Glory
Also, other blessings and rewards in the heavenly await those Bels who have stepped up in time and applied God’s word.\ 

/Rev 3:11 ‘I am coming quickly; hold fast what you have, so that no one will take your crown. 12 ‘He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar in the temple of My God, and he will not go out from it anymore; and I will write on him the name of My God, and the name of the city of My God, the new Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven from My God, and My new name.\
 
