Mat 28
Understanding Divine Guidance.

In our study of Matthew chapter 4 we have come to a point of noting the choices TLJC made concerning His first few trusted followers. (Mat 4:13 – 19)
/Assembling the first few Apostles was critical in the long journey forward of the coming Church Age, because these first few men would be depended upon by not only our Lord but the future generations.\
This study is going to look at the will of God and divine guidance,
How it is acquired and then how it is applied.
Turn to 1John chapter 3
/Knowing how or when to make a crucial decision is one of life’s most elusive skills because our flesh and the circumstances around us cause great confusion leading to poor choices or emotional decisions.\ 
REPEAT

The doctrine of divine guidance, lines up side by side with the Will of God.
There are three categories of will in history. 
/1) There is the will of God which is the sovereignty of God; 
2) There is angelic will (volition); 
3) There is human will (volition).\
 
The initial divine guidance that is universal for all of us is found in 
1 John 3:23. 
/1Joh 3:23 This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us.
Entolē- (commandment) an authoritative prescription, or mandate.\   END-TA-LAY
1Joh 3:24 The one who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him. We know by this that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.
This is a brief summary of God’s will for each one of us. The first part of the verse says, “For this is the will of God that you believe on the name of his Son, Jesus Christ.” 
You see it is spoken with authority in the Greek context…it is God saying this is my mandate…here is my standard.

/It is God’s will for all members of the human race to believe in Jesus Christ. Salvation would fall under the first mandate of God’s will or divine guidance.\

Something to note in this study is that when we are fully invested in the will of God for our lives…divine guidance will take us in that direction…but this is a conscience decision.

Anyone outside the plan of God and I’m first speaking about Unbel’s…first and foremost has to adjust to the justice of God by realizing they are a sinner in need of a savior.
Now the Bel who is outside the plan of God is in a different category because they are not completely out of the divine dynasphere as my spiritual grandfather Col Thieme would say.

They are born again and saved but sorely lacking in real divine guidance & discernment. We will take note of that as this lesson progresses. 
/The cardinal principle of divine guidance: step one; being born again with a new nature that is capable of growing spiritually and therefore gaining doctrinal insight.\
 1Joh 3:23 This is His commandment, that we believe in the name of His Son Jesus Christ, and love one another, just as He commanded us. 
It would be safe to say that in God’s divine will or guidance for mankind’s life we see salvation as the priority but followed quickly with what?  LOVING one another.  AG-AH-POT-OH
/This love is unique and divine at its core- agapaō- used well over 140x in NT scriptures. This love is unconditional & impersonal, it depends only on a serious relationship with God to feed it.\

Sometimes used as Agape’ depending upon the tense & how it is used. 
By feeding that love, I mean the new nature is imputed at the moment of salvation but the fruit of the spirit and certain spiritual skills have to be fed regularly for them to blossom in the your life.
/Bels starve the new nature by neglecting BD & the filling power of the HS. When this is their lifestyle spiritual growth and spiritual gifts & blessings never blossom to become a pillar of strength in their soul structure.\ 
Turn to Matt chapter 20
This divine love that I am teaching you about is not of this world.
Human beings claim to have it…books are written about it…talk show hosts and self-help gurus try to corner the market on it but it does not exist inside the cosmic system and can-not be manufactured outside the filling of the HS and a deep relationship with God. 

This love comes from understanding the will of God the Father and then accepting guidance from God the HS.
This incorporates your free will into the equation. 
The incarnate person of Christ had a free will — 

Mat 20:20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to Jesus with her sons, bowing down and making a request of Him. 21 And He said to her, “What do you wish?” She said to Him, “Command that in Your kingdom these two sons of mine may sit one on Your right and one on Your left.”
/Matthew 20:22 But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I am about to drink?” They said to Him, “We are able.”\

Mat 20:23 He said to them, “My cup you shall drink; but to sit on My right and on My left, this is not Mine to give, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared by My Father.”

/Mat 20:22-23 The Lord Jesus Christ is completely under the influence of God the Holy Spirit, fully aligned with the will of God the Father. He realizes that His Apostles will suffer hardship & death but not the CUP of atonement that He will drink (Cross).\

The humanity of TLJC was well aware of the coming cross and payment for the sins of the whole world…and sometimes we forget that the physical pain was only one aspect of the payment for the OSN…what about the spiritual separation TLJC would face on the cross as well.

/Mat 26:42 He went away again a second time and prayed, saying, “My Father, if this cannot pass away unless I drink it, Your will be done.”\
Remember TLJC dealt with all the agony & turmoil we deal with….TLJC had free will …He had choices just like we do. 
/Hebrews 10:7 “THEN I SAID, ‘BEHOLD, I HAVE COME (IN THE SCROLL OF THE BOOK IT IS WRITTEN OF ME)
TO DO YOUR WILL, O GOD.’”
The Lord came to fulfill the old rituals and laws, then establish the New Covenant.\
This was the will of God the Father this is where the guidance of the HS led the humanity of Christ. 
The implications are quite obvious. Jesus Christ as deity had sovereignty [divine volition]. As perfect humanity He had a soul and human volition. 

No free will in mankind means no free will in the humanity of Christ. 
No free will means no redemption, no salvation, it is that simple! 

However, the principle of divine guidance is based upon the fact that man does possess volition and/or free will designed to resolve the angelic conflict. 
/Responding to God’s purpose, God’s will, God’s policy, God’s law, that is the basic concept of guidance. We respond positively to Biblical standards, the filling of the Holy Spirit gives us the power and when this becomes a lifestyle, guidance & discernment follow!\
We have to know what God’s policy is, what His will is, what God’s desire is on any given subject. Then it is simple. All we have to do is do it and do it in the power of the Spirit. 

/3 Types of the will of God;
1) The directive will- unobstructed perfection given by the divine authority.
2) The permissive will- what the divine authority allows that may vacillate  within the directive will.
3) The overruling will- when the divine authority overrides human logic or science to sustain His plan.\
This is my humble description because this is not always easy to describe.

Turn to Numbers chapter 22
I often use the parting of the Red Seas as God’s overriding will…His overruling will.
When God has His plan challenged time and again by fallen angels or human nature or any combination of this…God will override time…science & logic and His plan His will becomes complete, no matter what the obstacle.
/The authority of the will of the Trinity dates back to eternity past where God knew what would happen, how it would happen and made adjustments for it all to fall into place and accomplish His plan.\

Look at Numbers 22:12

These are all illustrated from the life of Balaam who was a believer. 

/Note the directive will of God — Numbers 22:12. God said to Balaam, “Do not go with them; you shall not curse the people, for they are blessed.”\
God told Balaam not to go to curse Israel, not to go to the king of Moab.
Remember the Moabites and Amorites were descendants of Lot from the incestuous relationship he had with his two daughters.  

They pitted themselves against the God of Israel by worshipping false gods & goddesses. 
At this point in history a stubborn king named BAL-LOCK was running the show for the Moabites. 
Now look t Num 22:13
Num 22:13 So Balaam arose in the morning and said to Balak’s leaders, “Go back to your land, for the LORD has refused to let me go with you.” 
Now as we go down in these scriptures we see Balak wouldn’t take no for answer so he pursued Balaam further.

Num 22:16 They came to Balaam and said to him, “Thus says Balak the son of Zippor, ‘Let nothing, I beg you, hinder you from coming to me; 17 for I will indeed honor you richly, and I will do whatever you say to me. Please come then, curse this people for me.’”
/Num 22:18 Balaam replied to the servants of Balak, “Though Balak were to give me his house full of silver and gold, I could not do anything, either small or great, contrary to the command of the LORD my God.\
At this point we see Balaam holding strong showing SM in a magnificent way.
Remember I taught you in recent lessons the temptations and challenges will circle back around time and again from the kingdom of darkness. 
Num 22:19 “Now please, you also stay here tonight, and I will find out what else the LORD will speak to me.”
/Num 22:20 God came to Balaam at night and said to him, “If the men have come to call you, rise up and go with them; but only the word which I speak to you shall you do.” 
(Permissive will of God)\
Balaam’s hesitation and hospitality left a room open for further attacks.
The talking or negotiation was over yet Balaam invited them to stay and with no further negotiation he saddled up the next morning and began to go with them.  GOD ALLOWED IT!
Num 22:21 So Balaam arose in the morning, and saddled his donkey and went with the leaders of Moab.
/Often times a Bel is delivered from temptation or a stumbling block and they leave themselves open by not being firm when the attack circles back around again.\ 
When God gives you a victory and you are certain you have stood in the plan of God, do not allow that same situation to come back in any form. 
In other words don’t play with fire…there use to be an old saying in these meetings I attend years ago.
If you hang around a barber shop long enough…you will get a haircut.
Meaning be careful what you continue to allow in your periphery. 

Balaam superimposed his volition over the divine policy and went to the king of Moab. 
/Num 22:22 But God was angry because he was going, and the angel of the LORD (Christ) took his stand in the way as an adversary against him. Now he was riding on his donkey and his two servants were with him.\
MA-LOCK  YAH-HOV-AH Hebrew term TLJC
Num 22:23 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way with his drawn sword in his hand, the donkey turned off from the way and went into the field; but Balaam struck the donkey to turn her back into the way. 24 Then the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path of the vineyards, with a wall on this side and a wall on that side.
Num 22:25 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD, she pressed herself to the wall and pressed Balaam’s foot against the wall, so he struck her again.
This is like a comedy scene here with this donkey stuck in the middle & the unseen Messiah standing right in the way.
Eventually the donkey lays down and Balaam continues to beat the poor animal. Now we see the overriding will of God.

/Num 22:28 And the LORD opened the mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?”\
Num 22:29 Then Balaam said to the donkey, “Because you have made a mockery of me! If there had been a sword in my hand, I would have killed you by now.”30 The donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey on which you have ridden all your life to this day? Have I ever been accustomed to do so to you?” And he said, “No.”
Finally look at verse 31 the eyes of Balaam are opened up …the invisible veil is lifted.
The Lord is standing with His sword drawn ready to kill Balaam.
/Num 22:32-33 ‘Behold, I have come out as an adversary, because your way was contrary to me.’ 
‘If she (donkey) had not turned aside from me, I would surely have killed you just now, and let her live.”
The words of the Lord!\

When we place ourselves outside the plan of God we risk becoming an adversary to the Lord, if only for a moment in time…because we never lose our salvation.
Balaam is involved in a very pertinent piece of Israel’s history and it had significant results if it went wrong.

This is when you will certainly see the overruling will of God in action.
But God often does this on much smaller scales within the life of many Bels who go astray.

You ever look back on an accident you walked away from…a near death experience or even an event or a bad relationship that could have caused you great harm yet somehow it was removed from your path?
/The overruling will of God is continued as Balaam tried to curse Israel but God would not permit it — Numbers 23:5,12,26.  Balak attempted several times to use Balaam as a weapon against Israel yet God would not allow it!\

Bible doctrine in your soul must dictate how you live your life. With doctrine in your soul you will know what the will of God is. 

I also believe the exchange between the Pharaoh of Egypt and Moses puts God’s divine will and guidance on display.

The plagues that Moses brought upon the Egyptian people became more graphic and supernatural each time so you know it had to be from God…man is not capable of that type of curse.

/God’s directive will was to have Pharaoh release His people. God’s permissive will allowed Pharaoh to challenge His authority which ignited a series of plagues. Then God’s overruling will surpassed human understanding with the last few curses and the parting of the Red Seas.\

God’s will….God’s plan was to free His people and no matter what… God’s will shall be served.
And Moses stuck to the guidance of God’s word and knew he was following divine guidance. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]/Isa 55:11 So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth;
It will not return to Me empty,
Without accomplishing what I desire,
And without succeeding in the matter for which I sent it.\

            

