James #175
Believer, you are an open letter.

Open back up in James chapter two RF.

As we go back into James 2 – we are now reaching the mid-way point of this chapter. This is a point where James was pivoting into awakening and reminding the Bels at Jerusalem, that their lives were on display.
How they treat others does not go unnoticed, the fact that they are walking around feeling self-righteous and religious; while proclaiming to be followers of Christ is not to be taken lightly.
After salvation one of the most important titles a Bel must learn to embrace is their ambassadorship. 

/Pastor James was reminding his Jewish brethren along with his congregation that you are now an open letter for all to read – you no longer simply represent yourself. The day of your salvation, you became a child of God, a future bride of Christ and part of the body of Christ here on earth. There is a strong challenge here in James 2:7-20 pointing to how we as Christians, walk in this lost and dying world.\ 
 
Jam 2:12 So speak, and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of freedom.
Jas 2:13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.
Those who claim to be children of God and yet never grow into grace orientation, especially toward others, will eventually have some form of self- induced misery and discipline touch their lives.
There are winners and losers inside the plan of God.
Now we see the challenge to step up in your understanding of faith and works, meaning divine good, fruit of the Spirit. 

/Jas 2:14 What use is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him? \
This along with many scriptures can never be cherry picked and hung out as a singular statement, not without clarity.
The clarity actually comes as we go further into the chapter such as in verses 17 & 18. The clarity also comes from looking backward on the first few verses that tells us what was happening among some of the members of the congregation. 
                             REPEAT
Jas 2:15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,

Jas 2:16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?
Everyone sees what you do as a Believer, meaning…does your life have an impact that evangelizes to the Unbel?  
Does your life have an impact that shines truth to the lost Believer…? Are you saving lives, or bringing more darkness and confusion into people’s lives?

Jas 2:17 In the same way, faith also, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.
Jas 2:18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”

/Empty chatter about being a Christian along with no divine production, or Fruit of the Spirit has no authority, nor any impact to touch lives. Having true faith in Christ should lead to a relationship, one of commitment and responsibility toward that relationship. An ambassador who knows very little about his own country and disrespects the leadership who sent him, not only brings dishonor to his own country. That ambassador alienates other cultures from accepting his country and their mission.\ 

Jump over to 2Corinthians chapter 3 RF.
What Pastor James is addressing, points to the outside world and how we have an impact on that world.
/What does your faith reveal to others? That is a key foundation on what Pastor James is pressing onto his congregation. Faith is a trigger mechanism that comes from our free will, it has no power to save anyone. The source and truth of what your faith is attached too is the saving component. Your source of truth and faith is in the Lord Jesus Christ…then what does that bring forth from your life!?\  
The object of your faith has done the work, the object of your faith has the truth, therefore the object of your faith is what should be revealed in your life.
Blind faith is a big lie…especially for Christians, our faith in Christ is a secure and very real target.
This is why the Apostle Paul made bold statements like this in Romans one;
/Rom 1:16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written: “BUT THE RIGHTEOUS ONE WILL LIVE BY FAITH.”\
If your faith is real and growing it will be something you live in…you walk in it and keep growing in it! 
The word of GOD and the power of the HS is all you need to become a true ambassador for Christ – it is how you will touch other people’s lives as you grow.

/Jhn 20:30 So then, many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these have been written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that by believing you may have life in His name.\

Now as you open in 2Corinthians chapter 3, we have a body of Bels who were now reconciling themselves back under the Apostle Paul’s authority. They are being asked to forgive the divisions and problems within the congregation.

The Apostle Paul is calling them to step up into maturity. He actually is going to press them into becoming more compliant and generous as the letter goes deeper.  
There is a hint of divine sarcasm within the letter and that was often how Paul dealt with stubborn congregations.

/2Cor 3:1 Are we beginning to command ourselves again? Or do we need, as some, letters of commendation to you or from you?

This congregation had bucked his authority before and allowed false teachers into their midst. Some teachers who even claimed apostleship authority.\ 
There were a handful of legalistic Bels in Corinth, who wanted to reject Paul completely and move on to other teachers.
This was a congregation founded and built up by the Apostle Paul and his men.
For the better part of nearly two years, these Bels rarely gave the Apostle Paul or his men the respect or financial support they needed.
Yet the Apostle Paul did not quit on them.
/2Co 3:2 You are our letter (engraphō), written in our hearts, known and read by all people,
The present tense – this congregation and what they displayed was continually showing others, an engraved truth of the gospel of Jesus Christ.\ 
EN-GRAPH-O – means to be engraved, it is where we get the English word from.
Not just a letter but a permanent etching. 

For all their faults and despite the fact, that some of them were negative toward the Apostle Paul, he is giving them credit for whatever evangelism they had displayed.
/As is always the case, there will always be a minority that stay the course and that grow into SM. Bels should always keep in mind, the pendulum can swing both ways. There can be influence that drags the majority into negativity. Yet there also can be influence, that brings the light and truth to the majority.\
The congregation at Corinth is a great example. 
At this point they are now slowly shifting back to the chain of command under the Apostle Paul’s authority.
/2Co 3:3 revealing yourselves, that you are a letter of Christ, delivered by us, written not with ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets of stone but on tablets of human hearts.

The Apostle Paul is pointing us to the dispensation of the Church – the full grace plan of God revealed. We are being observed and studied in our Christian walk.\
We are in the age of unveiled glory and the full grace plan of God.
The whole of the Mosaic Law goes beyond the ten commandments written on stone tablets…yet this was a direct reference to the age of Israel. 
We now live in the law of liberty, freedom…the law of Christ, exactly what Pastor James was teaching on. 
You as a Believer, are on display whether you understand that or not, is not the issue…we are witnesses and ambassadors, not only for Unbels, also for other Bels and also for the angelic conflict.
                         REPEAT
/Heb 12:1 Therefore, since we also have such a great cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let's rid ourselves of every obstacle and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let's run with endurance the race that is set before us,\ 
Just because most Christians sit on the sidelines, doesn’t mean there is no spiritual warfare in this temporal life.
You can reject spiritual warfare and reject your ambassadorship. 
You can even ignore your Believer priesthood…that does not exclude you from your responsibilities and your accountability. 
                       REPEAT
/1Pet 1:12 It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves, but you, in these things which now have been announced to you through those who preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things into which angels long to look.\
The prophets and teachers of the OT, were revealing future events that are now fully known, revealed for our benefit. 
Also notice, things which angels are now observing as well.
Your life matters Believer! 
We are all open letters.
2Co 3:4 Such is the confidence we have toward God through Christ.
2Co 3:5 Not that we are adequate in ourselves so as to consider anything as having come from ourselves, but our adequacy is from God,
Anything in your flesh and anything that is attached to this cosmic system is not ADEQUATE! 

Therefore, the Apostle Paul is speaking to the two power options of the accuracy and consistency of the WORD and the filling power of the HS.
That is how he taught and that is how the congregation is expected to go forward.
/2Co 3:6 who also made us adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

Paul points out the age of veiled glory (Israel) and the new age (Church) of unveiled glory. We are now to walk in the power and glory of God’s fulfilled Grace Plan.\ 
You can never do that in the flesh.
The problem many Christians have is they are unaware of the age they live in; they refuse to study and apply God’s word with accuracy.
2Co 3:7 But if the ministry of death, engraved in letters on stones, came with glory so that the sons of Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses because of the glory of his face, fading as it was,
/The whole of the LAW guided mankind to learn the true need for our SAVIOR. It helped show us spiritual death and the need for eternal life in Christ. When Moses came down from Mount Sinia, he had the glory of God shining upon him. The veil was needed until the radiance faded from Moses, that radiance struck fear into Israelites. That radiance faded just as (Exo 34:29-35) now the Mosaic Law has been shown to be temporary and fulfilled in Christ.\
  
2Co 3:8 how will the ministry of the Spirit fail to be even more with glory?
That radiance of glory can now shine forth from a Spirit filled Believer, who is motivated by truth and applying the WORD.

/The new covenant is the message of grace. The letter stands for the whole of the Mosaic Law, it kills because, of itself, it cannot give life. The work of the LAW was to make men conscious of sin. The SPIRIT by contrast, gives life to the Believers.
                               Dr. Charles C. Ryrie \
The OT did not have the filling power, they had guidance from leaders who were touched by the HS.
A spiritual life that is reflecting the law of Christ, the law of freedom, not religion or the letter of the LAW.

The Apostle Paul and Pastor James were both speaking to a lifestyle that displays the nature of Christ. A SPIRIT filled, Spirit guided lifestyle. 
An open letter…an engraving of the spiritual life that touches outward into a lost and dying world. 
There may be Christians that hear this teaching and say…oh well, that doesn’t concern me.
I beg to differ – every person who accepts TLJC as their Lord and savior is called into full time duty. 
You cannot cherry pick what titles, or callings that you will fulfill and what you will ignore.
                              REPEAT
Let me close with the words of our LORD…not mine;
/Luk 9:23 And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow Me.

The cross represented death. So, to pick it up and carry it, was a physical and mental burden with a realization that in the end you would die on it.\ 
The death Christ wanted to emphasize was our flesh.
The details of life, the love of this cosmic system and all the trimmings that distract us within this fallen world.
He increases…we decrease.  
/Luk 9:24 “For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake, this is the one who will save it. 25 “For what good does it do a person if he gains the whole world, but loses or forfeits himself?\
The Unbel forfeits his soul while the loser Bel forfeits blessings, crowns and rewards, in time and certainly in eternity.
You see… when you study and grow inside the plan of God you know the very essence of GOD.
You know our LORD wants to bless us and would never set us up for failure.
You learn HIS true nature is love, mercy and compassion. You understand the importance of the justice and righteousness of God.

You come to maturity and realize the world will place a burden upon you much worse and much heavier than what TLJC speaks of in Luke 9.
You know you have eternal security and you are willing to step forward in faith and walk in your union with Christ. 

/Mat 11:28 Come to Me, all who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. 29 “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and YOU WILL FIND REST FOR YOUR SOULS.\

/Mat 11:30 “For My yoke is comfortable, and My burden is light (elaphros).”

The yoke was carefully adjusted, so that it would fit well, and not irritate the neck of the trained ox. The yoke was tailor-made to fit the ox. The ox was trained over time and adjustments made so the ox would excel with almost no injuries.\ 
EL-FRUSS, means it was suited for comfort even though it was designed for work.
A smart farmer does not buy and expensive tractor and abuse it and neglect it – he takes care of it so it lasts for years. 


