Mat #63
Do not throw your pearls on swine

We took a good look at the person who judges and the connection it has to legalism. We noted that TLJC did not want to send out new teachers and church leaders who would become the new version of the Scribes & Pharisees.

I can assure your TLJC doesn’t want His followers today to be anything like the ancient Pharisees so we can learn a lot from these lessons.

/Mat 7:5 “You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.\

Mat 7:6 “Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, or they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.
Mat 7:7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.

Mat 7:8 “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.
Mat 7:9 “Or what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone?

We didn’t get to cover a few Biblical principles last lesson that we need to note before moving on in this lesson.

There are times in positions of leadership that an authority figure must evaluate the behaviors & lifestyles of those underneath them and they may decide to put forth a type of judgment that is really just a protection measure for the organization or group that they are responsible for.    REPEAT

Teachers, Pastors, Bosses… husbands or any form of leadership has to know how to evaluate & what is the best action to maintain a safe…and structured environment for everyone involved. 

This is why it is so important to have leaders with integrity & BD guiding them…not selfish attitudes and self-righteous agendas guiding them in their role as a leader.
/The person who has a judgmental / critical attitude often is the same type of person who struggles with offering forgiveness to those who have crossed them. They are weak leaders and within their relationships it is usually filled with strife and misery. \ 

These types of people make horrible leaders and selfish lovers & friends. 

They need to grow spiritual if they are born again.
If they are Unbel’s…they must come to know TLJC.
It’s important to realize some OSN traits go hand in hand…one feeds off the other just like bitterness & jealousy are related, so too are self-righteousness and an unforgiving heart. 
If you struggle with any of these… first and foremost realize we all have areas of weakness…traits within OSN. 
Being aware and honest with yourself is the start of healing that area of sin.

Ask forgiveness when you fall into it… be aware of it without being guilty and condemned by it. Speak to God about washing those areas out of your life.

Now let’s focus on why the Lord was teaching His new followers not to be self-righteous, we know one reason was because He was warning against becoming like the legalistic Jewish leadership. 
But secondly TLJC was about to enlighten His new teachers how to deal with a hostile world that they would face and also the power they would need to move forward in the plan of God.
/ Mat 7:6 “Do not give what is holy to dogs, and do not throw your pearls before swine, or they will trample them under their feet, and turn and tear you to pieces.
Reference to Unbel’s, more specifically Unbel’s who mock the word of God.\

The dog and pig both are often represented in Biblical terms as being either Unbels who attack the truth or a term for a stubborn person…at times, even a Bel who continues in a negative lifestyle. 

This may seem harsh but Unbel’s who are hostile toward truth are often referred to in this manner.

/Rev 22:15 Outside are the dogs and the sorcerers and the immoral persons and the murderers and the idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices lying.\

It was a term used both in the OT and NT to describe those Unbel’s who attack God and are hostile toward the followers of Christ.
/Psa 22:16 For dogs have surrounded me; A band of evildoers has encompassed me; They pierced my hands and my feet.\  Prophecy of Cross

This is not always an easy message to teach but the fact is there comes a time when you have presented the Gospel or offered Biblical advice to your Unbel friends and family and they have rejected it and even become antagonistic toward the truth.
It is no longer wise for you to offer them the Gospel at this point.
/ Mat 15:26 And He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and throw it to the dogs.”\
Remember to not get involved in technical terms of theology when speaking to an Unbel…the Gospel is simply faith alone in Christ alone…that must always be your first attempt.
The other sad truth in this lesson is the Bel who neglects truth can sometimes actually become hostile toward BD after a period of being apostate. 

Those Bels are almost unrecognizable from the Unbels. They lost what they first had gained in spiritual strength & wisdom.
/Pro 23:9 Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, For he will despise the wisdom of your words.
Pro 26:11 Like a dog that returns to its vomit is a fool who repeats his folly.\
Both of these scriptures in Proverbs can give us a great description of not only the arrogant Unbel….but sadly the Bel who rejects truth. 
The Bel who rejects truth and refuses to grow up spiritually ends up in self- induced misery and in some cases they die the sin unto death…..brought home early by the Lord. 
No rewards or blessing in time or in eternity.
/2Pe 2:22 It has happened to them according to the true proverb, “A DOG RETURNS TO ITS OWN VOMIT,” and, “A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire.”\

Both the dog and the pig in scripture are not the description we want ascribed to our lives. 
/ Pro 11:22 As a ring of gold in a swine’s snout so is a beautiful woman who lacks discretion.
The most attractive man or woman becomes ugly if their soul structure is saturated with cosmic viewpoint.\
Turn to 1Peter chapter 3

Discretion is that Hebrew noun (TA-AM) ta`am- this speaks about inner beauty because it is intelligence… what that woman has inside her mind. Her soul structure is in view not the exterior beauty.   REPEAT!!!

/Pro 31:30 Charm is deceitful and beauty is vain, But a woman who fears (respects) the LORD, she shall be praised.
The outward is often deceiving and we know God looks at the heart (inner).\

Men may be more visual when it comes to attraction but once a real man gets past that visual aspect of attraction the real doctrinal man will want a woman with substance and inner beauty over exterior beauty. 
1Pe 3:1 In the same way, you wives, be submissive to your own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word, they may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives,
1Pe 3:2 as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior.
/1Pe 3:3 Your adornment must not be merely external—braiding the hair, and wearing gold jewelry, or putting on dresses; 4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.\
The misconception in this scripture is that Peter was insisting all women be quiet…that is not true.
A gentle spirit is one that is not combative and overly aggressive.

You have women who are bold and outspoken just as much as you have women who are more reserved…in fact the Bible shows us examples of all different types of women. 
But whether it is a man or woman when they lack BD in their soul and they are loud and arrogant for ungodly reasons it is always unattractive.    REPEAT! 
/In the case of Peter’s statement (1Pet 3) the lesson is for the married woman to fully understand respect toward her husband and adherence to Biblical standards is what God views as important.\ 
Look at the example Peter puts out next…
1Pe 3:6 just as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, and you have become (LADIES)   her children if you do what is right without being frightened by any fear.
Sarah was given over to another man when Abraham became afraid…in fact it happen twice, Abraham slept with the house servant and had a baby with her.

Ladies don’t tell me you can’t respect your husband because of his failures…do the study on the failures of both Abraham and Sarah and yet we see Sarah documented as a woman who respected her husband Abraham.

And men you have a wakeup call as well;
1Pe 3:7 You husbands in the same way, live with your wives in an understanding way, as with someone weaker, since she is a woman; and show her honor as a fellow heir of the grace of life, so that your prayers will not be hindered.

And then look how the Apostle Peter sums this up which lines up with TLJC teaching in Mat chapter 6 & 7 from the Sermon on the Mount.
/1Pe 3:8 To sum up, all of you be harmonious, sympathetic, brotherly, kindhearted, and humble in spirit; 9 not returning evil for evil or insult for insult, but giving a blessing instead; for you were called for the very purpose that you might inherit a blessing.\

Do your best to treat everyone with respect but certainly the Royal Family of the house of God should be elevated in your thoughts and actions.

Don’t ignore the Unbel…when opportunity arises bring up the Gospel but just realize you may be treated with disrespected for being a Bel.

/1Pet 2:17 Honor all people, love the brotherhood, fear God, honor the king.

We are to always operate in respect but we are to know when we should no longer throw our pearls (wisdom BD) on swine (stubborn, apostate people).\
Jump back to Matthew chapter 7 as we close.

How will you be able to discern who and when the times and people are who you should separate from?
How do you find the strength to stand in the truth while you fall under attack?
Part of that answers lies in doing what you are doing right now…studying the word of God.

The rest of answer TLJC was addressing in the Sermon in the Mount.
/Mat 7:7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.
In the progressive tense, meaning to continue forward.\

Mat 7:8 “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.
Mat 7:9 “Or what man is there among you who, when his son asks for a loaf, will give him a stone?
God the father will not neglect you if you have done your best to remain in His plan.
Think about how many times God has come thru even when we fail and ignore His word. Just the fact that you are breathing air right now is the grace of God…nothing we earn or deserve because we are so good.

Recognize that God loves you!
/We are told to ask, seek and knock which are analogues to application in our spiritual walk. There is a responsibility on behalf of the Bel; Pray, apply faith to our walk, use the doctrine we have, be filled with power from the Holy Spirit.\
You can do none of these applications if you are ignorant toward the plan of God.

We fail when we refuse to grow up spiritual and the failure will come in different forms at different times in our lives.

/Knowing how to deal with a hostile Unbel or a Bel who has become apostate takes a spiritual finesse that the weak Bel will fail at due to emotions or lack of knowledge…possibly a combination of both.\ 

Your willingness to evangelize should be a priority but when and how you step away from certain situations takes some spiritual growth.

/The attacks from cosmic viewpoint and dealing with how we evaluate people and circumstances takes doctrine in the soul, it is the doctrine we have previously absorbed that we reach for during times of adversity.\

You can’t reach for something that is missing from your soul or for that matter was never there to begin with!

/Relationships will become less of a challenge and more of a victory for the Bel who applies Bible Doctrine with the power of the Holy Spirit as the driving force within them.\
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By victory I don’t mean you always come out on top…that all your relationships will be perfect and fixed. 
But you will be able to handle them with grace and compassion.
Bitterness and jealousy along with anger and anxiety won’t creep in and become the defining emotions in those relationships.

The SM Bel can be around someone who treats them poorly and not carry their emotions on their sleeves and entangle themselves in a lifestyle that is marked by anger…bitterness…pettiness.
In fact a true SM Bel prays for their enemies and can treat them gracious no matter what.
THIS TAKES TIME!!!! 



