Mat 222
The Believer must understand separation and God’s timing within it


Mat 16:2 But He replied to them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’
Mat 16:3 “And in the morning, ‘There will be a storm today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times?
/Mat 16:4 “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be given it, except the sign of Jonah.” And He left them and went away.\

We know TLJC used the analogy of Jonah spending 3 days in the belly of the sea monster more than once. It was to depict the coming 3 days TLJC would spend in the depth of the earth for HIS victorious march before HE was physically resurrected in His human body.
It would be the positive Bels like the Apostles who would come to learn the prophetic truth about the three days underground.
 The comparison to Jonah in the Belly of the beast – Jonah was not dead he was transported, so too would the TLJC be transported into a depth of darkness not known by mortal men.
When Jonah reemerged from the belly of the sea monster he would serve as a great evangelist in a land of negative people, enemies of the God of Israel – his work would save countless lives in the spiritual realm and so too the life of TLJC saves countless lives. 
                   REPEAT
The analogies are interesting but I am being led to touch on a different subject matter.
I believe we will be looking at the doctrine of separation for the next few lessons and diving into what the word of God teaches us about separating.
Separating from people or situations like an ungodly environment or even a career that is deeply influenced by cosmic viewpoint takes spiritual discernment. 

/Mat 16:4 “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign;
There are easy answers that even a baby Bel can do concerning separation. First is to put distance between themselves and those who ridicule or attack God’s word.\
Turn to 2Thess chapter 3 with me today RF.

There is always room for forgiveness and reconciliation later but the first and easiest step in any Bel’s life is to recognize the negative people and bad environments that are no-brainers!

By that I mean the people and places who you know pull you away from God.

The simple situations that stick out like a sore thumb are – perhaps the Unbel who you have tried to reach with the gospel yet they still ridicule and attack you after several attempts – that person may be unreachable at that time. 

Maybe it’s time to step back and separate.
TLJC gave truth and compassion to even the legalistic crowd yet HE knew when enough was enough. 

Do the simple steps first.
What about the TV shows and environments that we put ourselves in front of and they are ripe with evil, cosmic viewpoint and always drag us down – step away from them.
/Psa 101:3 I will set no worthless thing before my eyes; I hate the work of those who fall away; It shall not fasten its grip on me. 4 A perverse heart shall depart from me; I will know no evil.\
The first and easiest solution for an addict or alcoholic to stop the destructive pattern in their lives is to change the people and places they always go to.

/Psa 119:115 Depart from me, evildoers, That I may observe the commandments of my God.\
It is simple math – nothing changes if nothing changes!

Just by changing patterns and people or environments most addicts & alcoholics will have increased their chances for sobriety by over 50%.

Remember insanity is doing the same thing over and over again and expecting different results. 

What happen at Thessalonica is that between Paul’s first visit and second letter, false teachers like the Gnostics had infiltrated the church and began to preach a different message about the coming Tribulation and 2nd Advent.

Now the Apostle Paul has to write to them in a fashion that resembles discipline and a wake-up call because of what was happening. 

This section of 2Thess chapter 3 is written as if Paul was a commanding officer and he was addressing troops who had disobeyed their marching orders.
/2Th 3:6 Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you keep away from every brother who leads an unruly (ataktōs) life and not according to the tradition which you received from us.\
This is a command. In fact, the verses leading up to this are set in a categorical command structure like that of a military officer going down the list from point A- to point -B, in detailed commands. 
AT-TAC-TOES (unruly) is a Greek adverb often used in the military for a soldier out of order – one who knows the command or rule yet steps outside that boundary.        REPEAT

The one who leads is that verb peripateō (PERRI-PE-TET-O) the same one we have noted for walk – which means lifestyle or forward motion, habitually abiding in something. 
How many times has a negative Bel or an Unbel caused you to walk outside the plan of God?
Never underestimate the people you surround yourself with in the negative or positive – they have great influence on us, especially those who haven’t hit a higher level of maturity, they are easily influenced. 

2Th 3:7 For you yourselves know how you ought to follow our example, because we did not act in an undisciplined manner among you,
The Apostle Paul and those men who he entrusted to travel with him had discipline from BD.
/2Th 3:8 nor did we eat anyone’s bread without paying for it, but with labor and hardship we kept working night and day so that we would not be a burden to any of you;\
There are levels to this that you need to comprehend. First is that Paul and his assistants didn’t come there and expect food and shelter to be given to them – they were willing to pay for their fair share, if need be.
The Apostles never came into an area and demanded payment and free food and shelter – if it was available and didn’t burden a poor group of Bels then it was the natural order that they be taken care of.
But respect for the congregation means you do not force them to compromise their bank accounts and business so you as the church leader can get a free-be! 
If the local assembly is struggling financially you do not put a bigger burden on their backs. 
                 REPEAT
The worse-case scenario, is the church or pastor has to stop operating because of financial stress but as the leader you do not go out of your way to financially cripple Bels so you can have food, clothing and money in your bank account. 
Though the pastor should make his living off studying and teaching you can not expect a group of people in financial disarray to support you. 
Unfortunately, many people bring their own financial misery upon themselves.

Keep in mind most of the time we make our own financial mess by not operating in conservative values about working and saving money or paying bills.
2Th 3:9 not because we do not have the right to this, but in order to offer ourselves as a model for you, so that you would follow our example.
Paul says not because we do not have the right – meaning a pastor is actually ordained in the plan of God to get support from those whom he teaches. 

Instead in this case, Paul and his assistants did not expect any compensation. They still kept to their calling in God’s plan.
Follow the example of men who worked hard and stayed inside the plan of God even during difficult times. 
Sometimes we have to go through a financial burden to reorganize our priorities and learn to be better stewards of the money God has allowed us to have. 
               REPEAT     ELABORATE
/2Th 3:10 For even when we were with you, we used to give you this order: if anyone is not willing to work, then he is not to eat, either.
First class condition – maybe they will work or maybe they won’t – the choice is theirs!\ 
We had a group of Gentile Bels who were confused by false teaching that the Rapture of the church was simply days away now – so they quit earning a living. 
Also, some false teachers told Bels the 2nd Advent had already happened. 
Wrong doctrines about end time events that Paul had already taught them. 
But weak Bels fall for nonsense and false teaching and make bad financial decisions. 

/2Th 3:11 For we hear that some among you are leading an undisciplined life, doing no work at all, but acting like busybodies (periergazomai).\
PERRI-AH-GOZ-A-MY is a unique Greek term for one who gets involved in nonsense, they stay busy in the affairs of others and engage in social gossip that means nothing.
They have too much time on their hands.
Listening too and spreading empty chatter.
God designed us to move – to be active and participate, have goals and use our time and talent to be in HIS plan and part of that is to have a job or a career and things to do. 
Contrary to the liberal narrative from some spiritual and political leaders the Bible teaches us that hard work pays off, also that a person who decides to take advantage of the generosity of others should reap what they sow. 
2Th 3:12 Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread.

Personal responsibility inside the plan of God is often overlooked by the far-left liberal teachers.
2Th 3:13 But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary of doing good.
/2Th 3:14 If anyone does not obey our instruction in this letter, take special note of that person and do not associate with him, so that he will be put to shame.
The cure for a lazy or careless person is to teach them truth and then step away and let them reap what they sow.\ 
This is never easy when that person is a family member or friend but the Bel needs to be strong enough to remove themselves from someone’s life when they have continually rejected the truth.

You always approach a person with compassion and truth even when they are negative or aggressive toward you at first. But there comes a point when the Bel needs to take a step back. 
                     REPEAT
Without spiritual growth you will fail in these types of people testing we all face.
 
/2Th 3:15 Yet do not regard him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.
When someone is negative toward the truth it doesn’t make them an enemy. Nor does separation mean anger or hate follows the distance you place between yourself and that negative person.\

Many Bels have anger or even hatred as they separate and that shows a lack of maturity – the less emotion involved the better for both parties. 
TLJC loved the Pharisees and Sadducees but HE was only going to give them a certain amount of time to accept HIS teaching and recognize HIM as the true Messiah – at some point HE knew it was enough and HE removed Himself.

Now had they come back and asked the Lord for forgiveness or even made a small effort toward HIM, He would have gladly accepted them.

I want to touch on some principles concerning separation that we just noted in Thessalonians chapter 3.

Some of this will be hard to swallow for certain parents and those who have loved ones who fit this narrative;
/Those who are careless, lazy and arrogant toward truth do not benefit by repeatedly assisting them in their willful ignorance;
Pro 13:4 The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing, But the soul of the diligent is made fat. 5 A righteous man hates falsehood, but a wicked man acts disgustingly and shamefully.\
There are about a two dozen Proverbs and Psalms that speak to this very fact, the lazy attitude and careless nature of an arrogant person who seeks the short cuts in life always ends up with misery or discipline in one aspect or another. 

Remember this, when you are completely dependent upon someone or something you can easily become a slave to that person or situation.
We only want to be dependent upon the Lord. Be a slave to HIS word and HIS plan and HIS power.   REPEAT       ELABORATE

/Pro 12:24 The hand of the diligent will rule, But the slack hand will be put to forced labor.
Pro 12:11 He who tills his land will have plenty of bread, but he who pursues worthless things lacks sense.\
This will end up being a two, or three part series because I can tell you there are some deep principles within this doctrine of separation.
Many that fit the issues of what we see today in the year 2020.

/God design charity to come from the heart of generous Christians and that we each help our fallen brothers and sisters but somehow mankind once again put its hand into the mix and took control.\

What started out on the surface as good and charitable ideas turned into greed and corruption over the course of many years once the flesh took over. 

Here in America; 
Welfare began in its current form in 1935 under President Franklin Delano Roosevelt’s Social Security Act, the aid to dependent children program to help subsidize families that had lost an income-producing father. 

It melded into security for the elderly as well and it originally was nothing more than a safety net for families in dire need – it was initially set up to assist about 160,000 families for a short period of time.
Because of liberal ideology and political, gamesmanship it ballooned out of control. 

In fact, by the mid 1960’s President Linden B. Johnson helped turn it into a monstrosity.   
The Bible teaches us about charity and responsibility and having a man as head of the household for a strong family unit.
Yet where we are today has large portions of the world reject Christian marriage and community charity and taking personal responsibility. 
Somehow rules, regulations and government has become our leader or father figure. 
                         REPEAT
We have been pushed to hold onto racial tension between blacks and whites and rich and poor which is all a game to keep us divided. 
Just a few fun facts here – black families in the 1940’s and 50’s were slowly coming out of poverty and actually had a stronger sense of Christian marriage and family then white families. 
In fact, prior to the 1960’s America was showing signs of a black community coming up in the small business world even though segregation was still an issue that needed to be abolished. 
                      REPEAT
We were on our way there and actually on our way to becoming a very unified country.
 SLOW and needing work but in the right direction!
Black families were becoming the ones who stayed married and built strong families – that is until the explosion of drug abuse and far left progressive concepts began to take root in education and media systems across the USA.

My personal opinion was this was the result of a slow creep, satanic agenda of what we often call the illuminati.
A handful of wealthy families who basically run everything, or at least manipulate economic and political agendas across the globe for their own benefit and the benefit of their family and friends or companies they invest in. 

/Whoever we choose to blame for the lazy attitude, arrogance toward God’s word and narcissistic lifestyle we now see so prevalent across the globe and predominant here in America, it is satanic at its very core. And for the U.S.A. the shift into this lifestyle appeared rapidly between 1955 to 1965 yet Satan is the author of the slow, subtle attack and we must never forget that!\ 

/Bels need to use separation first in the obvious areas of their lives that push them toward apathy about God and laziness in their lifestyle. Anything that dulls our senses and keeps us occupied with cosmic nonsense is like spiritual junk food. The quick fix and fleeting highs of cosmic involvement only damage our spiritual growth and have no eternal value.\

/People who we have attempted to reconcile with, or enlighten with the gospel yet still remain abrasive in our life are toxic relationships that require distance for our own clarity and spiritual health. Separation can be mental, physical as well as emotional. It depends upon circumstances and God’s timing and direction.\ 

/1Cor 15:33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.”
Pro 13:20 He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will suffer harm.\
REMINDER THE GO FUND ACCOUNT ENDS SEPT 30th  
