Mat #76
The Cross heals the soul 

 Mat 8:5 And when Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, imploring Him,
Mat 8:6 and saying, “Lord, my servant is lying paralyzed at home, fearfully tormented.”
Mat 8:7 Jesus *said to him, “I will come and heal him.”
Mat 8:8 But the centurion said, “Lord, I am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant will be healed.
Mat 8:9 “For I also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and I say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come!’ and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this!’ and he does it.”
Mat 8:10 Now when Jesus heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, “Truly I say to you, I have not found such great faith with anyone in Israel.
Mat 8:11 “I say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven;
Mat 8:12 but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
Mat 8:13 And Jesus said to the centurion, “Go; it shall be done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed that very moment.
Mat 8:14 When Jesus came into Peter’s home, He saw his mother-in-law lying sick in bed with a fever.

Yes Peter was married…it is not often discussed but the possibility of several of the Apostles being married is a reality. 
/Mat 8:15 He touched her hand, and the fever left her; and she got up and waited on Him.\
Mat 8:16 When evening came, they brought to Him many who were demon-possessed; and He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were ill.
Mat 8:17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “HE HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND CARRIED AWAY OUR DISEASES.”

I covered this principle extensively over the past month or so…my teaching on miracles signs and wonders should leave no doubt about the reason for divine gifts like healings, tongues and miracles.
And that they were temporary until the completed canon of scripture.
I just want you to notice a person could be on their death bed and just a touch of TLJC awakens them to a full recovery like it never even happened. 
This only happened during our Lord’s earthly ministry and then the following years later with the Apostles until they completed their writings of the NT.

We see the Lord healing in several different methods.
/The Lord healed with conversation and touch, also with a simple word from a distance and a touch of His hand in the case of Peter’s mother-in-law. Each illness was representing elements of the OSN- lust of the flesh, helplessness when we push away from God, mental attitude sins.\
Then as we get into verse 16 we can note the temptation of the devil’s world and the demonic influence all around us every day.
There is also another analogy wrapped up in the 3 first healings our Lord preformed.
/The order in which we can see our Lord work is - (Cross) OSN first (leper), the WORD (BD) comes into view next as a healing & cleansing agent (servant) and then the divine touch of God the Holy Spirit (mother-in-law).\
It is then we see the Lord deal with cosmic viewpoint and satanic attacks in verse 16.
First comes salvation and then the combination of the Word of God and filling power of the HS is next.

But make no mistake the Cross at Calvary was not a physical healing process for mankind. The Cross was a justice issue that gave mankind a new nature if they so choose to believe in Christ. It opened a door to a divine union where all sins and failures are washed away…an astronomical debt was paid once and for all time!     REPEAT!!

/The Lord did not cure illness or remove disease or demon possession on the Cross, His atonement was a judicial act to deal with the sin nature that separates us from God. Jesus Christ offered Himself up as sin offering- not conduit for physical or mental illness.\ 
Some teach that Bels who are sick in any way shape or form, are not truly Bels…which is false.
Some even have the audacity to claim they may have lost their salvation if they become physically or mentally ill.
And they try to use a verse like Mat chapter 8 v 17 as an example.

Turn to Isaiah chapter 53 with me
/Mat 8:17 This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “HE HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND CARRIED AWAY OUR DISEASES.”
(Isa 53:4)\
First note one of the main reasons TLJC preformed healings and miracles- to fulfill prophecy! 
“Himself took our infirmities, and carried away our diseases” 
These did not occur at the cross. Notice that at this point in the gospel of Matthew we are still probably at least….two and a half years away from the cross. This is not the cross, we will not get to the cross until chapters 26 and 27. This passage is before the cross and it refers to healing people to point to the fact that He is saviour. It does not mean healing in the atonement. 
Isa chapter 53 is a great description of our Lord and what prophecy alerts us to as far what He would go through for us.
Isa 53:2 For He grew up before Him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of parched ground; He has no stately form or majesty That we should look upon Him, Nor appearance that we should be attracted to Him.
This is going against the Hollywood grain of always depicting Jesus Christ as a rock star who could make all the women swoon when He walked by.
This is a clear statement that He was a common looking man…not standing out in a crowd, certainly not with long flowing blonde hair and blue eyes.
 He was a Jewish carpenter in the middle east!  ELABORATE!!!!
The Amplified Bible- states that He had no royalty about Him, or no beauty or desirable features. 
Isa 53:3 He was despised and forsaken of men, a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; And like one from whom men hide their face He was despised, and we did not esteem Him.
/Isa 53:4 Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He carried;
Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken,
Smitten of God, and afflicted.
This is before the Cross, the next verse points us to the Cross.\
Our griefs and sorrows and burdens He carried with Him during His earthly ministry right up into the Cross our Lord was helping and caring about others.
FATHER forgive them for they know not what they do! 

TLJC took on everyone else’s burden while He was facing the biggest challenge in human history.

Now verse 5 points to the crucifixion!
/Isa 53:5 But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, and by His scourging we are healed (rapha').
To be sewn together or to mend.\
RAPH-AH written in the NIPHAL stem in the perfect tense.
Meaning it is a dogmatic statement of fact and has already happened in the mind of God when it was written by Isaiah. 
This was a sewing together and complete healing of God and mankind. 
In the garden man ripped apart the perfection and divine fellowship with God. The Cross would now heal it bring it back together in perfect harmony.

Isa 53:6 All of us like sheep have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.
Isa 53:7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, yet He did not open His mouth;
Like a lamb that is led to slaughter,
And like a sheep that is silent before its shearers, so He did not open His mouth.

Flip back into Mat 8:17
/Mat 8:17- “HE HIMSELF TOOK OUR INFIRMITIES AND CARRIED AWAY OUR DISEASES.”
The word “took” here means to take by the hand and carry away, not at the cross but at this point in His ministry.\
This passage has to do with the alleviation of suffering rather than the transferring of suffering to Christ. No suffering is transferred to Christ, he didn’t bear our leprosy and fever, mental depression.
There is no healing in the atonement.
The diseases of these people were not transferred to Christ. Jesus was not demon-possessed. To say that there is healing in the atonement is to say that Jesus bore all of these sicknesses and therefore He bore the demon-induced illness, and therefore He had to be demon-possessed. He was never demon-possessed, that’s blasphemy.

/Jesus took away their diseases but did not transfer them to Himself. Isaiah 53:4 indicates that healing was an act of Jesus Christ revealing the fact that He is the saviour before the Cross.\
 The purpose of healing was to focus attention upon Christ as saviour.
In the atonement Jesus Christ bore our sins in His own body on that cross at Calvary. The only thing He bore in the atonement were sins, never sickness — 
/1Pet 2:24. and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed (reconciliation) . The spiritual aspect is in view (sin & righteousness).\

This is speaking to nailing that OSN to the cross…removing that sick head and deceitful heart and replace it with a divine nature.
This verse in Mat 8:17 clearly indicates that Jesus had power over disease by removing it, not bearing it.

 The miracles of healing or removing diseases were a presentation of the credentials of the King. These credentials prove that Jesus Christ is the God-Man, the only saviour. 

The Bible has deeper meanings hidden behind obvious statements and a true student wants to dig out as many doctrinal principles as possible to gain greater insight & wisdom.
/Diseases such as leprosy often illustrated the sin of humanity and its solution but they must not be confused with the reality of the Cross. Much like demonic possession illustrates the Unbel being a slave to Satan’s system with the reality of the Cross being the only avenue of escape.\

Healing is not in the atonement except by way of illustration where Jesus used the removal of disease to demonstrate the uniqueness of His person and the efficacy of His work on the cross.
REPEAT

/Never confuse the grace gift of salvation as a ticket to a lifestyle free from sickness or problems. Bel or Unbel, both experience the fragility of life, the difference is the Bel can reap the benefits in time & eternity depending upon how they handle adversity.\
The difference is also that the Bel ends up in a perfect body and perfect environment for all of eternity…no regrets, no sickness or sadness…while the Unbel has everlasting torment and nothing but regrets to wallow in. 

Problems and difficulties help us more than we realize…they help us in our growth… they keep us humble and many times drive us closer to God.
/Jam 1:2 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance.\
Paul was a great example of trials and tribulations for a SM Bel to face during their lifetime….you never escape attacks and physical and mental problems….Bel or Unbel it is a fact of this flawed world we live in.
Turn to the book of Romans as we close.
James goes on to teach us that this type of endurance testing has great value.
/Jam 1:4 And let endurance have its perfect result, so that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.\
The difference is the Unbel gains nothing from suffering…they actually get deeper into MA sins and frustration.
And when you jump down to verse 12 in James you see one of the many rewards we are promised.

/Jam 1:12 Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.\
Let’s finish up by reading Romans chapter 8 verse 16.
Rom 8:16 The Spirit Himself testifies with our spirit that we are children of God,
Rom 8:17 and if children, heirs also, heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him so that we may also be glorified with Him.
/Rom 8:18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory that is to be revealed to us.\

ELABORATE ….  We are soldiers in spiritual warfare…soldiers endure attacks and go through periods of pain and suffering yet in the long run they are hero’s and they often get rewarded and promoted.
[bookmark: _GoBack]ELABORATE  that Bels get blessed they have the good and bad but they are protected.  
