James #120
Do not deceive yourself as one who just hears the word.

We will open back up in James chapter one and go over a few verses where we left off. Because the next few verses are to be digested all together in this lesson.

Jam 1:21 Therefore, ridding yourselves of all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.
As we studied, Pastor James is telling these predominately Jewish Bels, to wash themselves of the old nature and walk in the new nature.
Jas 1:22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not just hearers who deceive themselves.

This speaks to application and evidence of the Fruit of the Spirit.
As we open today we will gather verses 22 into verse 24 to carry us into this next set of lessons;
/Jas 1:23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;\
The DOER (poiētēs) is one who has produced something, one who has listened and obeyed. They now can fulfill something; in this case they are walking in the purity of Christ. (POY-AA-TACE) 

When you are applying your new nature in its proper context you are fulfilling your Christian calling. 
This is not about religious rituals, it is about application, taking responsibility after salvation and growing in the WORD. 
This is not a works program that James is teaching, it does not conflict with the Apostle Paul’s teaching.
Jas 1:24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was.
Jas 1:25 But one who has looked intently at the perfect law, the law of freedom, and has continued in it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an active doer, this person will be blessed in what he does.
The perfect law is found in our union with Christ. The whole of the bible is the very mind of Jesus Christ – everything is fulfilled in HIM.
Christ came to fulfill all laws, commands and prophecies.

Jump over to Matthew chapter 7 RF.
You can book mark this because we will anchor in Matt 7 for the next two lessons.
Mankind skews the plan of God; the nation of Israel failed in fulfilling their calling as a client nation unto God. 

The truth is, no one can fulfill the perfection of Christ, this is why we must adjust to the justice of God and walk in the new nature applying the WORD consistently. 
                             REPEAT
The Law and commands of God are perfect…we are flawed creatures.
There is only one way to fulfill the whole of your bible and that is IN Christ applying His mind – the WORD. 
We are given the cleansing process when we fail and fall – name and cite the sin, taking responsibility and get back on track. 
We are called into becoming doers of the WORD, not in the sense of a works program.

/A pastor-teacher may give an eloquent lesson on the gospel, or explain some portion of O.T. prophecy, perhaps dive deep into a prevalent doctrine, yet the lesson is not done once the Believer hears it. To truly learn something means you listened intently and digested the information. You now become responsible for what you do with it. It is to be mixed with faith and become wisdom at some point – it goes from gnosis (knowledge) into epi-gnosis (wisdom).\
This is application and is also related to what is known as the Fruit of the Spirit – it is something that is visible, it is tangible.

Now you folks should be in Matthew 7 – the first 12 verses are directed at carnal Bels – those who have been falling away from the plan of God.  In verse 13 it speaks to Unbels – there is only one narrow gate into salvation it is in TLJC!
The wide gate was addressed to the religious crowd who assumed they were saved through their relation to father Abraham. 
Or their own religious works and efforts, that the organized movements such as the Sanhedrin preached. 
Human good is from the flesh – that is considered part of the wide gate, the deception in the cosmic system and Jesus addresses this very subject matter.
/Mat 7:15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.

They proclaim to be Believers, they may even be behind the pulpit. Jesus was warning back then what would keep unfolding into today…false teachers, prophets and Unbels infiltrating HIS church.\  
The Lord is stating a command in a very stern warning – present tense, active voice and imperative mood.
YOU as growing Christians keep being on the alert for these false teachers – they come as innocent or sweet as lambs, they prey on unsuspecting people, that includes BELS! 
                         REPEAT
This is what becomes difficult for new Christians to discern. Just as it is misconstrued by weak Christians who lack real BD.
God does not want you involved in religious nonsense and Christian works programs. 
DON’T fall for the nonsense and trickery.
What HE wants is for you to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ, and that in turn, will lead to a change in your lifestyle. 
It will eventually shift your norms and standards, as well as your ideologies. 
So that applying the WORD in the new nature is a normal choice for you in your daily life.  
                                REPEAT
Being under the wrong teaching is the imperative warning – it is a command to keep looking out for these types of teachers and false brethren.  
Mat 7:16 “You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes, nor figs from thistles, are they?
Mat 7:17 “So every good tree bears fruit, but the bad tree bears bad fruit.
Mat 7:18 “A good tree cannot bear fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit.

/The fruit we are looking at which comes from the good tree is a reference to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, secondarily it is the fruit of the Spirit that only comes when the Bel is growing and applying BD to their lives.  

Gal 5:22-23 love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control;\
The reference here that Jesus was emphasizing as the BAD TREE - was pointing at the false doctrines and corruption of the Sanhedrin. 
As I have taught many times in the past the Gnostic movement and the Sanhedrin brought forth the different forms of religious dogma we often see today.
 
Look what the Apostle Paul said as soon as he was leaving Ephesus, it is the same warning our LORD gave here in Matt 7;
/Acts 20:29 “I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock;\
The Scribes and Pharisees as well as Sadducees had great authority and respect and in the public eye they did many charitable acts. 
This is seen today in many large Evangelical churches and denominations as well.
But for the CA Bel involved in this, it will all be wood, hay and stubble at the Bema seat judgment of Christ. 
Jesus gave many warnings about the religious crowd.
/Luk 20:46 “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes, and love respectful greetings in the market places, and chief seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets, 47 who devour widows’ houses, and for appearance’s sake offer long prayers. These will receive greater condemnation.” \ 
When they devour widows… it is symbolism for weak minded individuals who give up their time and treasure to support these charlatans.
This became apparent as the Apostle Paul began to develop the early church; 
/Rom 16:18 For such men are slaves, not of our Lord Christ but of their own appetites; and by their smooth and flattering speech they deceive the  hearts of the unsuspecting.\

The counterfeits and seeds of Satan are a reality in Christianity and it is wide spread today as it was back then…perhaps even more so! 

Mat 7:19 “Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
The focus is upon the lies of counterfeits and false teaching. 
The Unbels will be facing the Lake of Fire. 
While the Bel who is involved in works programs will watch it burn up at the Bema Seat judgment. Yet they do not lose their salvation.  

/Mat 7:20 “So then, you will know them by their fruits.

Everyone has fruit in their life – it is words and actions aligning to display what you truly believe. That which you desire and believe comes forth in your life. \
It may be good or bad – none the less it becomes evident at different points in our lifestyle. 
Mat 7:21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.

The true desire and will of the GOD the FATHER is simple;
/Jhn 3:16 “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that every-  one who believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life.
                                  (2Pet 3:9-18)

Mat 7:13 Enter through the narrow gate; for the gate is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it.\
Jesus already told them the desire and will of GOD in verse 13.
First and foremost, God wants fallen mankind to believe upon HIS precious SON for eternal life. Secondary is to grow in the grace and knowledge of Jesus Christ (2Pet 3:18 & 1Jhn 3:23).

It is not complicated and in fact, that is how you should approach all Unbels – answer them directly when they ask about the will of God, the plan of God, or the desire of God the Father.
It is two-fold, salvation and growth after salvation.
Within spiritual growth God wants to see the Christian display their growth by fruit and application, becoming a witness and warrior in the spiritual battle. 
In order for the Bel to do this with accuracy they have to be absorbing the right knowledge.
                        REPEAT
What you learn and what you put your faith in… matters! 
/1Jo 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test (dokimazō) the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

1The 5:21 But examine (dokimazō) everything carefully (dokimazō); hold fast to that which is good; 22 abstain from every form of evil.\
Dokimazō- the same verb meaning to fully approve, to test and deem worthy, proved genuine after a full examination.
DOCKEE-MA-ZO- meaning a full and serious examination. 
Your spiritual growth will dictate what you have to display in your life – what is your fruit? Or what application truly means to you, this all comes from the foundation of knowledge built up in your soul structure.
Many Christians are involved in works programs because that is what they learned and what they have put their faith in.
                          REPEAT 
The LORD clearly tells us there will be a time when these counterfeit Christians and false teachers will answer for what they have done.
/Mat 7:22 “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?’

There are false teachers, miracle workers as well as false prophets, who can fool the majority. Yet there will be a time when their charade will be exposed!\
Let us close with this reminder from 1John chapter 4, which shows us the Gnostics were infiltrating several of the early congregations of the apostles, not just Paul’s. 
/1Jo 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test (dokimazō) the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.\     
DOCKEE-MA-ZO- meaning a full and serious examination. 
You are responsible for what you are putting your faith in – examine for your own growth. 
You can find it used well over 20x in the NT.
/1Jo 4:2 By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from God; 3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world.\    
RF – pay attention to what the pulpit you sit under teaches about the person and work of Jesus Christ!

Do they add to the work or do they take from it…do they minimize the deity or the humanity of Christ? Do they distort it or twist it…even very subtlety? 
/(1Joh 4) The Gnostics had brought mysticism & philosophy into the church in an effort to discredit the doctrine of the Hypostatic Union. This- spirit of the antichrist was related to teachers of false doctrine. The narrative was the spirit they brought in the church.\

The original Greek within these first few scriptures of 1 John chapter 4, are in the progressive present tense …meaning something that was going on, but more so it would continue even more into the future. 
Mat 7:23 “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; LEAVE ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’
To practice lawlessness speaks to unrighteousness – that means lacking the righteousness of Jesus Christ – Unbel. 
