Mat #62
Judge not, unless you desire judgment 
(LESSON ON JOEL 3)
We closed out Matthew chapter 6 last lesson, in the last part of TLJC speech was a focus on the day….not worrying about what comes next or having anxiety over what you will be doing next month or next year.

Relaxing inside the plan of God and just doing the best you can to move forward is all that we need concern ourselves about.

And in these last few lessons some people may have realized God was pointing out areas we all have failed or fallen in and the best advice I can give is the one ‘go to scripture’ we all need to borrow from the CA teacher…the Apostle Paul.
 /Phl 3:13 Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies
behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead,\       
 ELABORATE
That is a great reminder that as intelligent and mature as Paul was concerning Bible Doctrine…he was far from perfect and failed and fell like all of us.
Just keep that in the fore front of your mind as you study these principles…now let’s jump right into Matthew chapter 7. 

/Mat 7:1 “Do not judge so that you will not be judged. 2 “For in the way you judge, you will be judged; and by your standard of measure, it will be measured to you.\
Mat 7:3 “Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?
Mat 7:4 “Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ and behold, the log is in your own eye?

Mat 7:5 “You hypocrite, first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.

Mat 7:2- The Greek says: “For by which judgement you judge, you shall be judged.” The judgement is the sin that you actually mention in connection with someone else.
 So “you judge” is your sin in judging someone else, and judgement is the sin you mention in connection with someone else. 
 To whom was this directed? To the disciples. So it was directed to those who are believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

/Mat 7 begins with the warning about the sins of the tongue, and more specifically gossiping, maligning (slander) and judging other Bels. We should be aware not to do this to ANYONE- but to fellow Bels can bring swift discipline into our lives!\
It isn’t often I try to warn people that God is a God of wrath or that He will discipline you when you fail and sin because… for the most part ,we are allowed room for failure and sin, before God comes in to discipline us Himself.

But in the case of judging others…especially fellow Bels there seems to be a strong opinion in scripture that God takes this very serious. 

In most cases it is exactly what TLJC is teaching in Mat 7:3.

/Mat 7:3 “Why do you look at the speck that is in your brother’s eye, but do not notice the log that is in your own eye?
Spiritual police officers usually end up with some form of discipline in their lives sooner or later!\
This includes husband and wives in fact that is one relationship that we often get in trouble in… because we want to judge those closest to us. 
Turn to Romans chapter 2.

Anytime you hear a message and think boy…’so-and-so’ really needs to hear this message they got problems in this exact area…stop yourself and give your OSN a pat on the back…because it just got the best of you!      ELABORATE

Phil 2:12- work out your own salvation with fear and trembling….how about… 2Co 5:16- Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh

Now we have an interesting case study in this letter to the Roman Bels…mostly Gentiles but some Jews mixed in…and there is an issue of salvation going on at this point.

Some claimed to be establishing salvation by works or following a guideline like the Mosaic law. There was an element of arrogance that was coming from the Jews who looked down upon the Gentiles so there were some interesting dynamics going on here….this truly was addressed to the Bels but with a clear message for the Unbel as well.

/Rom 2:1 Therefore you have no excuse, everyone of you who passes judgment, for in that which you judge another, you condemn yourself; for you who judge practice the same things.\
Rom 2:2 And we know that the judgment of God rightly falls upon those who practice (lifestyle) such things.
Rom 2:3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?
Rom 2:4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and tolerance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?

Rom 2:5 But because of your stubbornness and unrepentant heart you are storing up wrath for yourself in the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God,
Rom 2:6 who WILL RENDER TO EACH PERSON ACCORDING TO HIS DEEDS:
SIN is not the issue! (Jer 17:10)

Rom 2:7 to those who by perseverance in doing good seek for glory and honor and immortality, eternal life;
Rom 2:8 but to those who are selfishly ambitious and do not obey the truth (believe), but obey unrighteousness, wrath and indignation.

Rom 2:9 There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace to everyone who does good, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
Rom 2:11 For there is no partiality with God.    ELABORATE!!!

/ Rom 2:3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?\
The self-righteous person often judges that which he or she doesn’t like in themselves…they are quick to point it out in others.
They actually justify their judgmental attitude with one of two simple thought patterns….first is the thought pattern that says- I AM NOT AS BAD AS THEY ARE….my sins are not as bad as theirs.

The second is a thought process of working off your sins and failures therefore they won’t carry as much judgment as the person you are judging…it is the attitude that you have the ability to clean yourself up… or you have already proven that your good works and deeds make you better than most other people…it’s all legalism and it’s all a lie!

The Scribes, Pharisees and Sadducees had already cornered the market on this legalistic nonsense…TLJC didn’t want a new group of religious zealots going out in His name and doing the exact same thing.
It was a time to recognize grace not guilt.

/All sin is condemned by God. The justice of God never compromises with sin. It is sheer arrogance that one flawed creature thinks they have the ability and authority to judge another flawed creature.\

Jump ahead to Romans chapter 14.

There was already a whole set of established religious and political leaders that believed they could evaluate what everyone was thinking or doing and they believed they were in a higher position therefore they could judge others below them. We never need more legalism…we all need more grace and love.

/Rom 14:4 Who are you to judge the servant of another? To his own master he stands or falls; and he will stand, for the Lord is able to make him stand.\
You and I are not the master or creator of anyone or anything….who are we to judge God’s creation. 
Rom 14:5 One person regards one day above another, another regards every day alike. Each person must be fully convinced in his own mind.
Rom 14:6 He who observes the day, observes it for the Lord, and he who eats, does so for the Lord, for he gives thanks to God; and he who eats not, for the Lord he does not eat, and gives thanks to God.
Rom 14:7 For not one of us lives for himself, and not one dies for himself;


Rom 14:8 for if we live, we live for the Lord, or if we die, we die for the Lord; therefore whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.

Rom 14:9 For to this end Christ died and lived again, that He might be Lord both of the dead and of the living.
/Rom 14:10 But you, why do you judge your brother? Or you again, why do you regard your brother with contempt? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God.\
Rom 14:11 For it is written,
“AS I LIVE, SAYS THE LORD, EVERY KNEE SHALL BOW TO ME, AND EVERY TONGUE SHALL GIVE PRAISE TO GOD.”
Rom 14:12 So then each one of us will give an account of himself to God.

Rom 14:13 Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather determine this—not to put an obstacle or a stumbling block in a brother’s way.
REPEAT!!!!       ELABORATE
The self-righteous person can cause great damage to a person’s spiritual walk. They can introduce shame & guilt into a person’s spiritual life…they can push them away from seeking God.
If you are dealing with a weaker person you should always be aware that what you say and do around them may have a profound effect on their spiritual walk.

Let’s cover some important principles concerning self-righteousness.

/Self-righteousness is a rationalisation constructed from comparing one’s strength with the weaknesses of someone else. \
There is always someone better than you and worse than you….competing and comparing is one of the worse mental attitude sins you can get caught up in. 

It’s actually a form of coveting. 

Your mind is always focused on what others have or what you want or how great you are compared to others…it’s a vicious cycle.

/Self-righteousness is constructed on the sins of others who have a different area of weakness. \

Your building your ego on the failure or sins of others. 
It is built on a foundation of ignorance, rationalisation, hypocrisy and fantasy.
   
No one can build his righteousness on another person’s unrighteousness.
/Self-righteousness is always constructed on someone else’s
righteousness. It is dependent on having others that appear less than you.\

It is the evil art of building one’s righteousness at the expense of others  old sin nature. 

Divine justice is based on perfect standards of a perfect God, immutable, infinite divine righteousness. 
We are incapable of understanding true judgement and true justice. 
/Self-righteousness is a presumption to judge others which is blasphemy as well as evil. It seeks to supersede the power of the Cross of Christ.\  

If TLJC can forgive any sins….all sins and He went to the cross specifically to forgive the OSN inside all of us…and anyone who believes in Him is cleansed and in union with Him…who are you or any of us to not forgive someone else?

This is why TLJC made this statement;
/ Mat 7:4 “Or how can you say to your brother, ‘Let me take the speck out of your eye,’ and behold, the log is in your own eye?
We all have flawed natures, we all have sin & failure that we wrestler with, why would we focus on the issues of others when we have enough of our own?\

Remember sin is sin…whatever you think that is- not as bad as the next guy, check your ego at the door…we all have an OSN. 
The Apostle Paul probably said it best and gave us this great advice.
/2Cor 5:15  Therefore from now on we recognize no one according to the flesh; even though we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer.\
When we can learn to live in this we will have much less strife and division in our life. Our relationships will flourish and we will learn to forgive and move on in life… not remain stuck in bitterness and negative memories. 

Forgiveness is imperative for your spiritual life we covered this exact topic just a few lessons back…a message on forgiveness.

When you forgive someone you will have to determine if you allow that person back into your intimate circle or not…in some cases you separate and that relationship is never the same but you have forgiven. You carry not anger or bitterness toward them.

It’s important to understand that and also understand there will always be a time when you are in the wrong and you will seek forgiveness….so keep that in mind as well.
Don’t forget what the TLJC has done for you my friends. 

If sin is sin in the divine court of heaven than stealing a pencil at work is the same thing as stealing a car on the street corner.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Lying to your boss is viewed as the same as lying to your spouse….sin is sin.







