Mat 198
[bookmark: _Hlk46323141]The old nature is only a temporary stumbling block.

As we continue in this study I want to cover the OSN and how it is brought to light in scripture.
I use that title about the OSN being a temporary stumbling block because what does that tell us….first it is temporary and second a stumbling block is only a distraction if you can not see it!

First and foremost is the fact that it is temporal, it has been resolved at the Cross of Christ and it has no endurance into eternity…it is no longer an issue once you embrace TLJC and accept your position in eternity.

Because TLJC defeated the angelic rebellion and truthfully resolved all rebellion forever at the Cross, while at the same time HE took upon the divine judgement for all the OSN’s past, present and future we have to learn to accept and live in that.

The Cross of Christ has so many doctrines and victories attached to it that we will probably study that in heaven for hundreds of years after we get there.
Because the work of TLJC is perfect and complete we need only remain in it to have personal and spiritual victories right now in time.
/Christ achieved the ultimate victory upon that cross and it was done for US! We need to accept that, live in it and keep the focus on our position. After salvation the Bel is enlisted into spiritual warfare in the sense that we remain in a flawed system with a nagging human nature in our DNA but the power of Christ indwelling our soul. With free will still playing a major role in God’s plan.\ 
This is not always easy to wrap our minds around but it is the battle we are called to fight and we can remain on the enemy sidelines or engage as active duty soldiers.
God being the perfect gentlemen has already accepted you into heaven no matter what you decide. HE also gave you everything you need to achieve success while still walking in a cosmic system with a nature still actively opposed to His plan. 

Let us take a look at what I am telling;
/Gal 5:16 But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh (sarx). 17 For the flesh sets its desire against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, so that you may not do the things that you please.
This is human nature, the human aspect of mankind void of the spiritual. (Old Sin Nature)\
This is one of the key terms for the OSN.
The flesh, sin, the old man or old self along with a few other terms all point us to mankind’s OSN.
If there were no issue with the OSN after salvation we would not have all these scriptures I have been pointing out in recent lessons as well as today.
Turn to 1Corinthians chapter three with me, as you do look at some of the scriptures we have covered in this series;
/Eph 4:22 that, in reference to your former manner of life, you lay aside the old self, which is being corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,
palaios anthrōpos- the old or worn out nature or being.\
POLLY-US   ANTHRO-PAS
This speaks to the fleshly mind of the OSN and we can put on the mind of TLJC but we have to accept what HE did and what HE left for us…meaning HIS mind (Bible) and His Helper (Holy Spirit) and His nature (New Nature).       REPEAT
/Rom 7:14 For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh (sarkinos), sold into bondage to sin.
Carnal and that which is rooted in the flesh.\    SARC-EE-NUS
Being carnal or carnal minded is what it means to walk in the OSN. Remember there is no middle ground…you are either reflecting Christ or reflecting Satan in any given moment. 

Now as I made clear in recent lessons the scriptures I am using all tell us we are dealing with BELS! 
Born again Bels.

1 Cor 3:1 And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to spiritual men, but as to men of flesh, as to infants in Christ.
Infants because they were already born again.
Men of flesh- There it is right there from the root word SARX always highlighting a human nature void of divinity. 
1Co 3:2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to receive it. Indeed, even now you are not yet able,
/1Co 3:3 for you are still fleshly (sarkikos). For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?\
SARKI-COS same word used in a different tense as an adjective – meaning fleshly, carnal, always pointing us to the opposite of a divine nature which means it points us to the OSN. 
Paul clarifies by saying -walking like mere men, speaking to the Unbels nature.
1Co 3:4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not mere men?
They were bringing strife into the church and pettiness.
Two signs of the OSN hard at work. 
1Co 3:5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.
1Co 3:6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.
Apollos was a pastor-teacher for years, many scholars claim he was one of the original group members who followed John the Baptist.
This was an eloquent speaker and good teacher but Paul is telling the petty Christians at Corinth that it all comes from GOD…stop the competing and comparing.

Ultimately God is allowing both to teach.
I dedicate that to two parties – first is the Christians who want to compare teachers and try to elevate one over another. 
If someone is teaching accurately and you are growing that is awesome, don’t assume that teacher fits everyone’s needs and has all the answers.

And the second group I dedicate it too are the so-called intellectual men, who try to undercut pastor-teachers by critiquing every message and ripping apart what they teach.
Remember in Philippians when Paul said some are teaching from wrong motivation but Christ is glorified;
/Phil 1:18 What then? Only that in every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is proclaimed; and in this I rejoice. Yes, and I will rejoice,\
If you have all the answers and such deep wisdom, stop attacking men who are standing in their convictions and go out and teach what God revealed to you!
Some people have way too much time on their hands.

The perfection of the original garden was shattered by the eating from the tree of the knowledge of good & evil opening up the OSN.
/Rom 5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin (hamartia) entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned— 
This speaks to a trespass or violation of God’s divine order and to miss the mark of what God considers righteous.\
HARM-AH-TEE-AH - used here twice speaks to Adam’s negative decision first, that choice he made and then the personal trend of sin he brought into all mankind-  OSN, brings spiritual death.

Adam’s original sin was taking that fruit from the woman and knowing full well what the Lord had already taught him and the standard set in that garden. 
This is because all created creatures have freedom, a nature is given that can do what it pleases, this is why angels were able to rebel. Adam’s personal sin was a rebellion like Satan, that is what is addressed as the old sin nature. 

/Man switched from the love of God as his orientation to the justice of God by eating of the forbidden fruit. Man came from the hand of God as a perfect creature with free will, with the potential to do what he pleases. After his fall he came under the integrity of God—righteousness and justice.\
God’s love was in full authority concerning the perfect garden and creation of the original man & woman.
God’s justice or integrity had to be incorporated once the fruit was eaten.
REPEAT
Showing us God can-not turn a blind eye to ungodliness, anything that opposes HIS nature has to filter thru HIS justice system.
God imputed to all mankind the nature or trend to sin from the original man meaning that spiritual death of separation noted in the second use of the word sin in Romans 5:12.

Those who teach sinless perfection after salvation lack any understanding of the nature passed down through Adam.
/1Jhn 1:8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.
John has included himself in this lesson, if you read from verse 1 it is clear the lesson speaks to all Bels encompassing himself in that group.\
In fact, 1John - 2John and 3John all speak to Bels. All 3 letters addressing born again Bels. 
There is a reason we need to be born again- because the first nature (Adam) is flawed therefore we need the 2nd nature from TLJC. 
Go to Romans chapter six RF.

/Col 3:5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry. 
The OSN is sometimes referred to in the human heart or body. (Mat 15:19) \
We will be noting the heart in Matthew 15 verse 19 when we get back to our original study.
The Apostle Paul had taught salvation and justification and then the grace principle in Romans chapter 5 to the Roman Bels, then we see a rhetorical question in Romans chapter 6.
/Rom 6:1 What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin so that grace may increase? 2 May it never be! How shall we who died to sin still live in it?\
Don’t use your new found freedom & grace as a license to sin.
Paul is teaching what grace is really all about. 
He actually comes out and points to this OSN handed down by the first Adam.
Look down at verse 6;
/Rom 6:6 knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, in order that our body of sin might be done away with, so that we would no longer be slaves to sin; 7 for he who has died is freed from sin.\
In other words, we have a choice to live in OSN or the new nature. The sin nature need not have power over the Bel.
Go down to verse 12…
Rom 6:12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its lusts, 
Paul is warning them because obviously it is something Bels will struggle with.
/Rom 6:13 and do not go on presenting the members of your body to sin as instruments of unrighteousness; but present yourselves to God as those alive from the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not be master over you, for you are not under law but under grace.\
That Greek verb for presenting is an action the Bel needs to do in order to present-  paristēmi  (PAR-IS-TAY-ME) present something… this is like the taking off and putting on of the old or new nature.
Paul is teaching the Bel we make a choice to be under the ownership of one nature or the other.
/Rom 6:16 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone  as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?\

A clear choice between sin and righteousness. There is no other way to interpret this but Paul is teaching the Bel we are a slave to one nature or another.
Look at what Paul goes on to teach these Bels;
/Rom 6:19 I am speaking in human terms because of the weakness of your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves to impurity and to lawlessness, resulting in further lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves to righteousness, resulting in sanctification.\
I am speaking about the struggles of your flesh!
The weakness we have until we are face to face with the Lord. Now present your body, meaning do something BEL…make a conscious choice in one direction or another.
Grace doesn’t make the positive Bel feel like sinning more…that is the teaching of legalism.
Grace in the right nature wants to get closer to God not further away from HIM.
/Titus 2:11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12 instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age,
When the Bel truly understands grace, they adjust to the justice of God easily.\

When the Bel is walking in the OSN they reject the calling of God, therefore we need to make consistent decisions inside the plan of God, to keep flowing in the righteousness we were given at salvation. 
 The area of weakness in our human nature is revealed in;
/Heb 12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,\
This scripture set on its own speaks directly to laying aside that OSN and the fact that there is an angelic conflict or invisible warfare that is being watched, that is the great cloud of witnesses that surround us, the spiritual and physical witnesses. This is why we are called to run the race and to fight the good fight after salvation…there is a supreme battle or conflict occurring and we are invited to participate.
Everyone listening to my voice knows that they have areas of weakness and sins that easily entangle them.

For those that teach everything is lollipops, rainbows and unicorns after salvation they are not accurate in what they teach.
This leads to confused Bels who become frustrated Bels who then become apostate Bels because they feel shame or guilt from failure. Or exhausted from operating in the flesh and works programs to please God. 

/We are given the blessed assurance of victory already completed on that Cross at Calvary. We are given divine power until we are experientially able to live in that perfect, position of resurrection bodies in the heavenly. But God always sees His Son’s divine righteousness when He looks upon the Bel in time, find peace in that and you will recognize grace in action.\
Realize, God accepts flawed creatures to be seated at His right hand in the heavenly just by acknowledging His precious Son.
Let us close in Romans chapter 8.

We need to recognize the OSN not agonize over it!
We need to know our limitations in the flesh and accept no boundaries in the spiritual.
We need to keep short accounts in the old nature and long accounts in the new nature. It is not complicated nor is it anything we do from the flesh.
       REPEAT
It is all about free will choices that lead to lifestyle successes. 

Rom 8:3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,
Look at what Paul is teaching the Bels in Rome – the LAW on its own means nothing and done in the flesh it is weak so God had to send His Son to fulfill that Law.
Then God dealt with the OSN through His judgement on the cross which TLJC stood as a sacrifice for all of us!
/Rom 8:4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.\
This tells us it might be fulfilled because you have to have the HS which means you believed in TLJC.
Unbels are said to walk in their flesh.
/Rom 8:5 For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.\
Set your mind - is another analogy of getting filled with God the HS and having the mind of Christ operating in your life.
Rom 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace,
When we are filled with that new nature we have true life & peace.
/Rom 8:7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.
This whole lesson is designed to teach Bels that if their mind is fleshly they can- not please God, meaning they need to get in the RIGHT mind.\
Rom 8:9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.
The Apostle Paul is telling them a matter of fact statement that - when you walk in that old nature you are just like the Unbel.
And the fact that they all have the indwelling of the Trinity means they are Bels and if anyone is not, they do not belong to God.
/Rom 8:10 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.
First class condition – and I know HE is, Paul knows he is teaching the majority of Bels in this letter.\
In fact, most of these scriptures Paul is teaching in is in the Greek 1st class condition. 
Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.
Indwelling of the Trinity being brought to light in these scriptures…meaning we have access to another nature outside of our human nature. 
/Rom 8:12 So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
Paul warns that this is an obligation to the plan of God, the new nature. Meaning beware Bels who go astray, because we can go astray!\

Rom 8:13 for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.
This is another Greek first-class condition meaning some Bels were living in the flesh!
Rom 8:14 For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.
Rom 8:15 For you have not received a spirit of slavery leading to fear again, but you have received a spirit of adoption as sons by which we cry out, “Abba! Father!”


