James #195
Justification by faith.

Open back up in James 2 RF. Let us just go over the 4 verses that we are now going to touch on in this next series.
/Justification is another way of describing our salvation relationship with the integrity of God. The legal term for justification is not about forgiveness. It means all charges or debts have been proven to be inadequate. Justification is the work of the integrity of God through HIS perfect justice system. Forgiveness is a removal or a subtraction; justification is addition by grace.\
Forgiveness subtracts sin, justification adds the perfect righteousness of God.
If the legal counts against you were a massive arrow of truth flying at you at 150 miles an hour. It was an arrow filled with truth that would convict you and punish you, it is as if the arrow struck something or someone else. The sin and debt owed that was legally factual, struck a target… so its mission was complete. 
                           REPEAT
The justice arrow hit a target. 
That does not remove the fact that the sin and debt were truly owed by you…it simply means the justice for what was pointed at you was now complete. 

/The fact is, legally, ever human being born is guilty as charged and owes a debt of massive consequences. The reason those charges and debt fall by the wayside as totally inadequate. Is because SOMEONE took the legal consequences and paid the debt in full for us. At the point of faith in Christ, justification is the judicial act of God whereby the imputation of divine perfect righteousness is recognized as valid for legal vindication.\
Justification, then, is the completion of the Believer’s salvation adjustment to the justice of God.

/Justification is the work of the integrity of God not humanity, we are totally depraved and void of true righteousness. This is the standard and modus operandi of divine justice, that after imputation of divine perfect righteousness into our soul, we are removed from legal consequences. Not because we did not deserve them, or have the consequences legally due, but because Christ took them upon HIMSELF.\ 
Once God’s protocol of justice is complete and satisfied, it is done. Doctrine of Propitiation.  
Once you begin to fully digest these principles about justification. It is impossible to think, we somehow justify ourselves after salvation or even during salvation. 
In fact, it is the height of arrogance and blasphemy to assume we did any of that!
                          REPEAT
/Jam 2:20 But are you willing to acknowledge, you foolish person, that faith without works is useless? 21 Was our father Abraham not justified by works when he offered up his son Isaac on the altar?\
Now we can begin to examine these verses a little deeper.
Pastor James is not saying, that works bring forth justification.
/Jas 2:22 You see that faith was working with his works, and as a result of the works, faith was perfected;

Meaning something in Abraham’s life was put on display, that was showing an incredible level of Spiritual Maturity.\
Your faith is being perfected as you keep pressing forward inside the Plan of God.
/Jas 2:23 and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “AND ABRAHAM BELIEVED GOD, AND IT WAS CREDITED TO HIM AS RIGHTEOUSNESS,” and he was called a friend of God.

Long before circumcision or the birth of Isaac, Abraham was saved – (Gen 12:1-4, Gen 15:5-6) which means he was justified.\ 
As I showed you last lesson and have taught it many times before. At the moment of salvation, we are given at least 40 grace gifts and seven of them fall under the category of the doctrine of Soteriology. 
Jump over to Romans 3 RF. We may be bouncing around in Romans for today into next message. 

/Justification is the judicial act by God, whereby He recognizes we have His perfect righteousness. Christ walked through the justice system for all mankind – HIS righteousness satisfied the legal consequences. Everything is filtered through the justice of GOD; until a Believer understands this fact, they are often stuck on emotional concepts of love, mercy and forgiveness.\  
Which are all important and part of the very essence of GOD, but the justice system must be satisfied first. Justice and righteousness have to be front and center before we fully digest the plan of God.   
The mechanics at salvation are from the adjustment to the justice of God, they include three logistical steps.
/1. Personal faith in Christ. Real faith has a target; the object of faith has all the merit. We simply acknowledge this as we adjust ourselves to the justice of God.
2. The justice of God provides perfect righteousness (Christ’s) to all who believe. It is imputed into us.
3. God judicially pronounces us justified, officially righteous.
All of these steps occur simultaneously at the moment of faith. \

The letter to the congregation in Rome was to clarify faith alone in Christ alone. The Apostle Paul was teaching principles of justification and righteousness not by works or the LAW – by means of God’s grace plan. He was teaching we all are children of God at the moment of faith.
Romans is one of those great letters that clearly teaches us the fulfillment of Laws and commands come by way of TLJC. It is a letter that shuts down the religious crowd. 
It shows glaring differences between something like the Mosaic Law and the grace plan of God, the plan we know walk in after the Cross of Christ. 
                             REPEAT
/Rom 3:21  But now apart from the Law the righteousness of God (dikaiosynē theos) has been revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets,

It is only revealed IN Christ for mankind. The pure integrity and essence of God is imputed to the Bel at salvation.\ 
DEE-KAY-EYE-SOON-US   THEE-US – this is way beyond human effort, or human merits. Beyond what many think to be righteousness… this is divine righteousness.
Notice in the other dispensations they witnessed it up close and personal. 
The purity of the LAW and commands point us into this divine righteousness.
No one but the humanity of Jesus Christ could fulfill all of this.  
/Rom 3:22 but it is the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe; for there is no distinction,

There is no justification without the RIGHTEOUSNESS of Christ – therefore to even imply that justification can be added onto, or is the result of human merit is a false doctrine.\
As I mentioned last message both Sanctification and Justification can be something we grow into, or put on display as we mature. 
Yet it is not of our own making.
Rom 3:23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
/Rom 3:24 being justified as a gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ Jesus,

Christ is the true Redeemer, HIS work rescued us from everlasting misery, HIS work pulled us up and out of a slave market of sin – the grips of the OSN.\ 

Pastor James was well schooled on the doctrine of Soteriology, so there is no way he was teaching justification by works.
/Rom 3:25 whom God displayed publicly as a propitiation in His blood through faith. This was to demonstrate His righteousness, because in God’s merciful restraint He let the sins previously committed go unpunished;

The CROSS was complete and legal satisfaction for the sins of the whole world. The very foundation of salvation is justice and righteousness.\ 

God so loved the world that HE gave HIS only begotten SON – yet the whole world is not saved.
This is because many refuse to surrender to the justice of God – God’s love is abundant and part of HIS very essence. Yet HIS justice had to be satisfied for His grace and love to fully unfold for us. 

Rom 3:26 for the demonstration, that is, of His righteousness at the present time, so that He would be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.
All sins past, present and into the future were dealt with upon the Cross of Christ.
When we name and cite a sin we are not begging forgiveness – that is not the issue. All sins have been paid for except for the sin of unbelief. 
We are adjusting to the justice of God for our fellowship and opening ourselves back up into our new nature.
Sin brings a form of darkness and death even for the born-again Bel.
                           REPEAT
Rom 3:27 Where then is boasting? It has been excluded. By what kind of law? Of works? No, but by a law of faith.
/Rom 3:28 For we maintain that a person is justified by faith apart from works of the Law.\
Jump over to Romans 5 RF.
God’s perfect righteousness is the foundation of His integrity. His justice is the function of His integrity. God has a justice system with complete and pure checks and balances and it is always RIGHT – FAIR and JUST. 
                              REPEAT
Always behind the function of God’s justice is the principle of God’s perfect righteousness. 
/God gives us perfect righteousness, at the point of faith in Christ. We are given a piece of the nature of righteousness in our LORD. If you sin, you haven’t changed your eternal status with God, you are still justified & righteous. The justice of God can only judge sin with divine discipline. But if we rebound first, the justice of God can only forgive us.\

We can never be justified until we first receive perfect righteousness. This along with all grace gifts are given at the moment of salvation…no matter what emotions you experience – emotions are not the dictating factor. 
Many grace gifts are given and must be acknowledged, learned and grown into for real application – yet they are all given and remain forever.     REPEAT
Let us bounce down chapter five quickly in closing;
/Rom 5:1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom we also have obtained our introduction by faith into this grace in which we stand; and we celebrate in hope of the glory of God.\
There is nowhere in scripture, that teaches us about works and religion, or laws that justify us and gives us righteousness.
Jump down this chapter to verse 14;
Rom 5:14 Nevertheless death reigned from Adam until Moses, even over those who had not sinned in the likeness of the violation committed by Adam, who is a type of Him who was to come.
The typology is Adam the first uniquely born man failed, while - Jesus the second uniquely born man, saved the whole world. 
The first Adam and the last Adam.
/Rom 5:15 But the gracious gift is not like the offense. For if by the offense of the one the many died, much more did the grace of God and the gift by the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many.\
It does not overflow to all, because God respects mankind’s free will.
We are born identified in the first Adam. We have the opportunity to become born again, identified in the second Adam – Jesus Christ.
The Apostle Paul is actually pointing to free will – a grace gift must be received for it to apply.
/Rom 5:16 The gift is not like that which came through the one who sinned; for on the one hand the judgment arose from one offense, resulting in condemnation, but on the other hand the gracious gift arose from many offenses, resulting in justification.

Adam’s original sin was a nature we all have. WE ALL FALL SHORT of the glory of God – Christ puts us in right standing for all of eternity.\ 
Angels and mankind were both created creatures, given a free will at the point of God’s creating of them.
Angels fell and now we also know mankind has fallen.
Free will is sometimes disputed and yet it is at the core of all rebellion in the Bible. I argue that free will is a foundational piece of the Bible.
/Rom 5:17 For if by the offense of the one, death reigned through the one, much more will those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.\
The very righteousness of Jesus Christ has justified you completely. 
There is no such thing as partial righteousness and no such thing as partial justification. That would mean TLJC and the work on that cross fell short of completion. 
It would mean that when Jesus cried out IT IS FINISHED – He either lied or failed, you make the call on that one! 

Religion and legalistic teachers try to tell you that you have to work for something and that is a lie. 
/Gal 3:24 Therefore the Law has become our guardian to lead us to Christ, so that we may be justified by faith. 25 But now that faith has come, we are no longer under a guardian. 26 For you are all sons and daughters of God through faith in Christ Jesus.\
You are not under a religious system; you are not beholden to LAWS and commands. You are responsible to grow in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.
We are called to grow and stand strong inside the plan of God…even if we don’t, we do not lose our salvation, though we become loser Bels. 
We will dive into Romans chapter 4 next message because it will help close this doctrine of justification out in its proper context. 


