James lesson #105
Do not participate in fruitless deeds

Open back up where we left off in Ephesians chapter five RF.
Ephesians is part of the four prison epistles, which were designed to circulate through many of the Apostle Paul’s congregations. 
His primary concerns are not salvation but walking accurately inside the plan of God.
Ephesians is addressing the walk for a Bel toward maturity. 
It is a lesson on becoming imitators of Christ, how Jesus walked and applied BD in HIS humanity, HE is our true role model.
                          REPEAT
The Apostle Paul describes the lifestyle of Unbels and where all Christians came from, he warns do not keep going backward but go forward IN Christ.
He actually uses several commands using the Greek imperative mood – keep on walking in this manner.
One of the pagan temples near Ephesus was the temple of Artemis, or as known by the Romans the temple of Diana.
A pagan worship center with cult prostitutes, male and female prostitutes.  
(Smyrna, Sardis and Laodicea were all fairly close by and had similar pagan rituals.)
/Eph 5:11 Do not participate in the useless (akarpos) deeds of darkness (skotos), but instead even expose them;

Do not have fellowship with those who are not willing to walk in the truth. Do not display yourself as a fruitless tree, you are now called into a new life out from the shadows.\ 
ARK-CA-PAS, means fruitless, you are a barren tree…you have no fruit.
SKAR-TOS, operating in the shadows away from the divine light.
There were many false teachers and several of the early congregations were going back into the practices of pagan rituals and lifestyles opposed to Christianity.
This region was a Greek stronghold, filled with Roman and Greek culture. 
Meaning the worship of gods and goddesses affiliated with the fallen angels and the Nephilim. 
To expose evil is different than to gossip about an individual.
To expose evil means you are doing so for the sake of the greater good of others.
A great example - If you know someone is a criminal and has a history of violence. You would warn others to stay away from them, that is exposing evil, not gossiping about the failures in someone’s personal life.
                     REPEAT
There is a difference. We should be mature enough to discern evil and help others.
/The Apostle Paul is telling them do not be drawn back into the shadows of false teaching, pagan worship and fall away from being children of LIGHT. We are to walk (lifestyle) in our union with Christ, do not fall backward into a lifestyle you had as an Unbeliever, you were rescued out of that slave market of sin.\

Eph 5:12 for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are done by them in secret.
/We do not do this for the purpose of merely talking about people or becoming busybodies. This is for the purpose of educating ourselves enough to avoid evil. Christians must guard against the works of darkness, we must be educated enough to recognize evil, otherwise we walk in ignorance. \
The Apostle Paul was careful to say that we should avoid the unfruitful works of darkness, not the people who are in darkness. We should always have a heart to want to save people, yet we can not do so at the expense of losing our own spiritual life.
                            REPEAT

SM is the only foundation that can keep us alert and moving forward, so we do not get side tracked, distracted or misled by false teaching.

/Eph 5:13 But all things become visible (phaneroō) when they are exposed by the light, for everything that becomes visible is light.

The LIGHT is the truth of Bible Doctrine ignited by God the HS within a positive Bel’s soul. Something becomes manifested, it is opened up to us (pres- pass).\
FINE-A-ROT-O, is written in the present tense and passive voice – this happens to the Bel because of the power of God the HS and the WORD continually working in their life. 
It means something was hidden or unknown, it now becomes apparent for that Christian, not because they have to work for it, it is from a spiritual source.
It continually happens for them as they head into maturity. 
BD when filled by the HS will have a lasting effect upon your discernment. 
God the HS has a Grace Apparatus of Perception established in your soul, when you are positive it ignites this GAP.
 
/Eph 5:14 For this reason it says, “Awake, sleeper, And arise from the dead, And Christ will shine on you.”

Believers can walk around in a form of death (carnality, reversionism) when they do not recognize and walk in their UNION with Christ.\
This was a lesson on removing yourself from those people and places that bring about a fleshly lifestyle for the Bel.
A Christian can walk around almost unrecognizable compared to the lifestyle of the Unbel.  NO difference! 
Carnality always leads us into backsliding and then into reversionism. 

Eph 5:15 So then, be careful how you walk, not as unwise people but as wise,
The bulk of this teaching is about the Christian lifestyle.
It is either reflecting that of a growing Believer, or that of a carnal Bel heading backward in their walk.

/There is no solution to reversionism until you recognize the condition that you are in. What we call apostate, or reversionism, has to be fully recognized in a state of painfully humility first. Then a serious walk back into the filling power of the GOD HS and BD has to be embraced. This has to become a steady diet, not a quick snack-pack, of bouncing in and out of truth.\ 
There is no half stepping, this is a serious dilemma. 
Eph 5:16 making the most of your time, because the days are evil.
The days are evil; simply means we are all on a temporal time table. There is a definitive beginning, middle and end to this fallen world and this temporal life.
We live in the devil’s world.
It actually tells us to buy back the time we are given in this temporal life – exagorazō, (EX-AH-GAROD-ZO) is the verb. In the present tense, it tells us keep on redeeming this precious time for the plan of GOD.
                          REPEAT
Just because we are given eternal security, does not remove us from being accountable for our time, talent and treasure after salvation.
A long journey into apostasy can lead to the sin unto death – meaning a loss of rewards and blessings. 
It usually means your life can be cut short or you never experience dying grace…sometimes both. 
/1Cor 11:30 For this reason many among you are weak and sick, and a number are asleep. 31 But if we judge ourselves rightly, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we are disciplined by the Lord so that we will not be condemned along with the world.\
Even a loser Bel will have eternal security and a resurrected life. 
It does not mean they never face discipline or a loss of rewards. 

It does mean they have the righteousness of Christ and can never stand in front of the Great White Throne Judgment. 
Eph 5:17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
The Apostle Paul is saying stop wasting your time on the nonsense.
Grow up and study the plan of God for your life.
/Eph 5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, in which there is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,

The lifestyle of the cosmic system is to live for pleasure (indulgence) and personal gain. Many things like wine in the cosmic system can fill us up and control us – yet we are commanded to be FILLED (controlled) by the HS!\ 
This is set up as command and it will happen as a natural circumstance when you allow GOD to control your life.

/Eph 5:18 - be filled with the Spirit-
Present tense- keep on doing this.
Passive voice- the action of the verb comes from an outside source allowed to enter and control us (HS).
Imperative mood- a command, not a suggestion.\
Keep on naming an citing any known sins, keep on digesting the WORD of God. Keep on allowing GOD the HS to do this supernatural work in your life.

When your lifestyle reflects this command there is a result;
Eph 5:19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody with your hearts to the Lord;
Fellowship and the body of Christ is truly experienced in your life. 
The melody, balance and calm assurance is within the heart for real, not an emotional counterfeit.

Understanding the Doctrine of Eternal Security is a prerequisite to understanding the rebound technique — to truly digest the filling power of God the HS, and what it accomplishes you must understand eternal security.
/Rom 8:38 For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.\
There is nothing that can separate our union with Christ.
Once a Christian grasps this fact, they actually can grow into maturity at a greater pace because it opens up so many other doctrinal truths for them.
Bels who walk around in fear of losing their salvation never grow.
/The Believer sins after salvation but such sin is carnality, not loss of salvation- 1Cor 3:1 And I, brothers and sisters, could not speak to you as spiritual people, but only as fleshly, as to infants in Christ. \
There is no Believer in Biblical history who lost their salvation after they sinned, once saved always saved!
Your salvation was not dependent upon you… therefore, your eternal security is not dependent upon your own power.

/1Cor 3:2 I gave you milk to drink, not solid food; for you were not yet able to consume it. But even now you are not yet able, 3 for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like ordinary people?
                   (2Cor 2:5-11, 1Jhn 1:8-10)     \
Several failures occurred at Corinth and yet Paul taught forgiveness, discipline but forgiveness… not loss of salvation.
 
David failed many times and never lost his salvation. Abraham and Sarah had failure more than once in their marriage, they never lost their salvation.
Jacob was habitually manipulating and lying in situations for his own favor – he never lost his salvation.
Samson was physically strong and yet mentally weak with the ladies and his lust patterns. 
Moses had a bad temper – he murdered a man in a fit of rage. He also struck the rock several times disobeying direct commands from GOD - I guarantee Moses is in heaven.
Aaron allowed the worship of a false idol.
The list is pretty extensive including the apostles Thomas, Peter and Paul.

Let us close with the mechanics of rebound.
/The Bel should confess any sin to God the Father (through Christ), 1John 1:9 is the prime example; 
The Greek word for confess is homologeō, and it means to cite or to name, it does not mean to feel sorry. It has no emotional connotation.\
HOMO-LA-GETTO, is a legal term for a confession, it means an open declaration of guilt. 

/Isolation of sin is what helps to stop chain sinning after confession — 
Heb 12:15 See to it that no one comes short of the grace of God; that no root of bitterness springing up causes  trouble, and by it many become defiled;\

Once you wash yourself clean you can not keep dwelling on yesterday’s failures.
If you owe an apology, or a form of making amends is needed, that is a personal decision. Each circumstance is different, yet if you allow emotions like shame or guilt room to breathe, you will harbor bitterness. 
It will be a seed that grows over time and will bring in dark personality disorders into your life at some point.
                             REPEAT
If you do not want to name your sins to God and be forgiven the alternative is twofold: carnality and/or reversionism. They are the results of rejecting the rebound technique, there is no escaping this fact. Do not play games with the OSN, allowing it a wide berth, thinking it brings no harm into your life.

Legalism and self-righteous arrogance are the enemies of rebound – 
/2Cor 2:10 But one whom you forgive anything, I also forgive; for indeed what I have forgiven, if I have forgiven anything, I did so for your sakes in the presence of Christ, 11 so that no advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.  (Luk 15:11-32)\

Let us close with one of the great teachings, on this exact subject matter by The Lord Jesus Christ the night before HE was crucified.
/Jhn 13:10 Jesus said to him, “He who has bathed (louō) needs only to wash (niptō) his feet; otherwise he is completely clean. And you are clean—but not all of you.”

In order to have fellowship you have to be in UNION with Christ (bath) and then washed clean (rebound) for fellowship.\
LOU-OW is written as a one-time bath, a prefect tense, salvation is one and done for all of eternity. The prefect means very precise and done to exact precision, never to be done again.
This points to a singular event.

NIP-TOE is written as an aorist tense, meaning something that is currently done and goes on being done – it covers past, present (ongoing) and into the future. 
The aorist tense is often seen as a constant, or an ongoing motion, similar to the Greek present tense.
This means we keep having this washing and it is based upon the one-time cleansing bath in the prefect tense. 
