2Thess #7
Your spirituality is driven by faith and perseverance.

We will open back up in 2Thessalonians chapter one.
2Th 1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
2Th 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

God’s grace is always the recipe for having true contentment and peace.
2Th 1:3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is only fitting, because your faith is increasing abundantly, and the love of each and every one of you toward one another grows ever greater.
As I mentioned last lesson the Apostle Paul was ready to deal with the problem in that congregation. Yet he was telling these Bels, that they had done above and beyond what he even expected.

The Apostle Paul was edifying these Bels, the majority were staying strong in the accurate teaching of God’s word.

You can not lead from a place of constant discipline. Having a critical spirit brings division and misery among people.
The Apostle Paul became a really good leader over a period of time. He had his share of fumbles and failure along the way but most of his leadership skills increased because his spiritual growth kept increasing.
It doesn’t matter if you’re a deacon, pastor or congregation member we all keep growing and learning in God’s grace and knowledge.
/2Th 1:4 As a result, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.\
2Th 1:5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you indeed are suffering.

There is always a strong push for continual growth in almost all of the teaching in the NT, especially the Apostle Paul’s letters.
/“By that means you are to grow. This is so with faith. Do all you can, and then do a little more; and when you can do that, then do a little more than you can. Always have something in hand that is greater than your present capacity. Grow up to it, and when you have grown up to it, grow more.”
                             Charles Spurgeon \

This is the main reason Satan loves to use emotional counterfeits. Because emotions can not think and the majority of our spiritual growth and spiritual battle depends upon growing in the grace and knowledge of TLJC – that means your Bible, the mind of Christ!
                         REPEAT
Two key factors all Bels need is brought up right here in verse 4; 
/2Thes 1:4 - your perseverance and faith 
Hypomonē – this is an endurance fueled by a relaxed mental attitude of patience. 
Pistis -  faith, a firm assurance to believe or cling onto, to trust and rely upon. \
HOOP-O-NO-MAY, this is about patient endurance, it means the opposite of panic and anxiety or worry – this is a mental attitude of patience. 
Even during the challenges and attacks of Satan’s system.
PISS-TIS, is used in several of its root forms to point directly to believing or clinging upon something or someone.
Remember faith needs a target – if that target is unreliable or flawed in anyway your faith will eventually collapse. 

/Jhn 9:35 Jesus heard that they had put him out, and upon finding him, He said, “Do you believe (pisteuō) in the Son of Man?”

Jhn 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, so that everyone who believes in Him will not perish, but have eternal life. \
Every version of that Greek word speaks to having faith, having full trust or clinging upon something or someone outside self for your confidence. 

There are five versions all connected to the word faith or believe and they are all variations of the same word.
It is similar in the original Hebrew.
The Hebrew etymology like the Greek has versions of the same definition coming from a root word. 

The first of all of the Hebrew verbs from Genesis 15:6 where we get the pattern of Old Testament salvation — aman.
AH-MAIN-
/Gen 15:6 Then he believed ('āman ) in the LORD; and He credited it to him as  righteousness.
'āman – foundational faith, to stand in this fact, to have confidence, full trust.
'āmēn – truth, so be it, it is a fact. \
The root concept of this verb is a foundation, and it means, for example, in the hiphil stem, to use God as a foundation and therefore is a basic word for salvation in the Old Testament. 
/Gen 15:6 - “Abraham had believed in the Lord (used God as his foundation) and it was credited to his account for righteousness.”
This means that you put all your confidence in HIM, because this is now your foundation and strength. You no longer cling to human strength or human I.Q.\
Now there are three or four other Hebrew words that point to trust and faithfulness.
Even when you study the bronze serpent in the wilderness pointing ahead to the cross of Christ for salvation – it meant something very intense.
/Each time you see trust, faith or believe upon Jesus Christ (OT or NT) it is an assurance or confidence that turns completely to GOD and clings to HIM.

Num 21:9 So Moses made a bronze serpent and put it on the flag pole; and it came about, that if a serpent bit someone, and he looked at (nāḇaṭ) the bronze serpent, he lived.\
NAW-VAT, means to not just look upon something. It was used as an intense stare. Which meant a complete focus or giving oneself over to that moment, holding that in highest regard or respect. 

The faith that saves the lost soul is a faith of complete confidence that TLJC is the only avenue for salvation. It only takes a moment of helpless and hopelessness that turns to TLJC for salvation and God the HS does the spiritual CPR! 
Jump over to Galatians 5:22 RF. 

/But the faith is real - it clings to the person and work of Christ in that moment. That is the faith you need to harness and apply to the rest of your spiritual walk here on earth. That faith, once built upon properly, will bring a calm assurance of perseverance in the face of the negativity of the devil’s world. \
Sometimes after being born again and saved a number of years you lose your vigor in the area of really trusting GOD for everything.

We all do from time to time…yet the fact is, God wants us to have that same level of faith as we step outward into this lost and dying world. To completely rely upon HIS power and His plan for our walk.
/Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.

This only happens in the life of a Bel with strong faith to continually apply the two power options (filling power HS & WORD). \
Notice, patience, faithfulness and self-control – these are all part of Bel’s soul structure with a higher level of perseverance. 
Gal 5:24 Now those who belong to Christ Jesus crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.

/Gal 5:25 If we live ( zaō ) by the Spirit, let’s follow the Spirit as well.

Pres/Act/Ind – we take responsibility and keep on living this life, a life of strength and vigor from walking with GOD in our new nature.\ 
The Greek first class condition – IF we live by the filling power of the HS – IF and it is true, this will happen for us!

The present, active, indictive of the verb - ZA-OH, is the root word for where we get the abundant life of the ZOEY’ life.
Gal 5:26 Let’s not become boastful, challenging one another, envying one another.

This spiritual perseverance is not fake or forced just as the new nature is not faked or forced.
It is a result of habitually growing and moving forward inside the PPOG.

/Mat 7:14 “For the gate is narrow and the way is constricted that leads to life, and there are few who find it.

This is the zōē (feminine noun) life. This is a life beyond the cosmic system, a life of abundance. This points to the Doctrine of Hypostatic Union – a CHRIST-like life! \
It's often referred to as Theandric action – the fullness of God’s plan becoming visible in a Bel’s life. 
The wisdom (Sophia) of BD is working in your life to the point it has changed you into a new creature in TIME!
This points us toward a Super-grace lifestyle. Your eternal position is not something off in the distance that you occasionally get to touch it is a foundation of your lifestyle now. 
                       REPEAT
/Isa 40:31 Yet those who wait for the LORD Will gain new strength; They will
mount up with wings like eagles, They
will run and not get tired, They will
walk and not become weary.

The perseverance you need is not from the flesh of your patience. To wait and gain strength comes from BD resident in a spirit filled soul.\

This is because the faith you got born again and saved with, has grown into a faith that sustains you toward SM.

/Lam 3:25 The LORD is good to those who await Him, To the person who seeks Him.

Psa 25:3 Indeed, none of those who wait for You will be ashamed; Those who deal treacherously without cause will be ashamed.\

There are dozens of scriptures teaching us to grow up spiritually and gain real endurance - real patience, which leads to perseverance. 

Let us close today in Romans chapter 8.
/Psa 27:14 Wait for the LORD; Be strong
and let your heart take courage; Yes,
wait for the LORD.

Psa 37:34 Wait for the LORD and keep His way, And He will exalt you to inherit the land; When the wicked are eliminated, you will see it.\

In this section of Romans, the Apostle Paul is building up the Gentile Bels in Rome to not lose hope. He addresses them as mature Bels.

This holds true today as we see the Tribulation being built all around us!

/Rom 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groans and suffers the pains of childbirth together until now.

The Apostle Paul recognized that the CA Dispensation would be a spiritual battle as Satan and his minions develop strategies all around us.\

This is much more advanced today as we close in on the end times. The Tribulation being built around us is very uncomfortable and will be like severe birth-pains, as we get close to the Rapture of the church. 

There is also the secondary principle, that as mature Bels, we are going to face attacks and challenges because we are the true enemy of the fallen angels.
Rom 8:23 And not only that, but also we ourselves, having the first fruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting eagerly for our adoption as sons and daughters, the redemption of our body.

TLJC is the First Fruits of the resurrection and we all long for the day of a resurrection body and being face to face with our LORD.
Rom 8:24 For in hope we have been saved, but hope that is seen is not hope; for who hopes for what he already sees?
You need not hope for what you already know or what has come or is already there. This is not faith or hope in Christ they already had salvation - this is looking forward to what happens next.
/Rom 8:25 But if we hope for what we do not see, through perseverance we wait eagerly for it.

Hope is confidence of reality before the reality occurs. We who have come to a certain level of maturity, have a strong assurance of that which is coming (Rapture & eternity).\

/Perseverance and faith will work in conjunction with one another because the stronger your faith is the greater your mental stability becomes. The more you apply BD the more your faith will grow and the longer your patience will extend. This leads to a genuine trust and reliance upon God in a very powerful fashion. Spiritual growth is always a series of long-term building blocks done consistently. There are no short cuts into SM, it is dependent upon positive volition toward the two power options. \
