James #110
True humility brings Believers together being of the same mind.

Be prepared to do the Lord’s Supper at the end of this message.
/DISCORD for PRB Ministry is found @
                    discord.gg/prbm \
Pick it back up where we left off last year in 2025! We left off looking at the congregation in Phillipi.

Go back into Philippians chapter two RF.

This region was predominately filled with retired Roman, military men and their families. They had a high regard and full understanding of the doctrine of authority.
This section of Philippians is a good study looking into SM in relation to grace orientation and occupation with TLJC.
The Apostle Paul is writing about heading into high levels of maturity.

/What the Apostle Paul is referencing (Phlp 2) is reaching higher levels of Spiritual Maturity and being prepared to walk in ‘No-Man’s land’ into super-grace maturity and beyond. Hypersensitivity, self-importance and arrogance were not found in the person of Jesus Christ. He was the epitome of masculine strength, selflessness, grace and love (agape’). He was never cowardly, selfish or filled with insecurities. \    
 
The Apostle Paul is actually asking these mature Bels at Phillipi, to follow him forward into super grace maturity. 
Did you know one of the most generous congregations was the church at Phillipi? Even when Paul was imprisoned they kept supporting him.
Phillipi was one of the main reasons the Apostle Paul could comfortably go into ministry full time and give up tent making as a trade.

I myself, am blessed with some Phillipi members of this ministry as well.
Many other Believers benefit because a handful of serious students support the teaching of the WORD. 

This is unfortunate, yet very common in the plan of GOD – the minority support the majority. 
/Phl 2:1 Therefore if there is any encouragement in Christ, if any consolation of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and compassion,

This is a statement of fact – a Greek first- class condition (IF and it is true!). Everything is dependent upon our UNION with Christ (IN Christ). It is all true when that union is being nurtured and walked in.\ 
Divine Humility can never come forth from a lifestyle of arrogance, rebellion and apathy. 
/Phl 2:2 make my joy complete by being of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose.

Being of the same mind is not a recipe for the ‘cookie cutter Christian’. It means the mind of Christ is becoming the compass of your soul – This means many different personalities, can have unity of fellowship and similar norms and standards.\ 
This is written in a present tense – keep on being of the same mind…keep on maintaining this virtue love and keep on pressing forward with the intent of SM.
                         REPEAT
The Active voice points to the Bel’s volitional responsibility. 

Never buy the lie that all Christians have to be the exact same.
All 12 apostles had different personalities yet all shared the mind of Christ.
All the pastor-teachers ordained under the apostles had different weaknesses and different strengths…all with different personalities.
Yet they all had the same goal of accuracy of BD – the mind of Christ.

This is simply put, as occupation with the LORD Jesus Christ. This happens at higher levels of maturity. 
Phl 2:3 Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility consider one another as more important than yourselves; 

/Phl 2:3 – selfishness (eritheia); meaning easily provoked, contentious or self- centered, hypersensitive. Those who cannot work with, or socialize without conflict.  
Empty conceit (kenodoxia); meaning vainglory, a high level of vanity and self- importance. Narcissism and inordinate pride.\   
ERIE-THIGH-AH, actually has a meaning of one who brings strife. It was used when two or more people had to work together and they could not communicate, or finish the job because of personality conflicts. One person is always seeking the glory, or looking for a short cut which brings problems for the other people on the job.
KEN-AH-DOX-SEE-AH, speaks about the person who is enamored with themselves. They are driven by what they want and how they will prosper, even at the expense of others. 

/We are called into having a mind of humility not humiliation and an inferiority complex.
 Phl 2:3 – with a humility of mind (tapeinophrosynē); meaning having a grace orientation about self and others. A proper context of thoughts on life, self and others, related to God’s grace and the modesty we are all called to walk in.\ 
TAP-AH-SO-NOON-AY, really points to grace orientation. You are not thinking lowly or highly of yourself, you trust in God and live in HIS grace plan. 
You apply God’s grace to yourself and others in your periphery. 
                         REPEAT
Then you can have the strength of character, to regard other people above your own selfish needs at every turn in life.
This again is what I call a skill set – it is learned, not forced or faked. 
Phl 2:4 do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others.

The Christian way of life is to have a mind on others and not be so exclusively thinking about self all the time.

Phl 2:5 Have this attitude in yourselves which was also in Christ Jesus,
(present tense – keep on thinking this way!)
The reference here is consistent thinking with BD – not emotions or a selfish attitude.
That is our only role model.
Jesus Christ was not hypersensitive; He was never overly concerned about HIMSELF.
Jesus was the full application of Grace Orientation in the flesh.
HIS focused was on the plan of God and being the example for others, helping, healing, teaching…these were HIS main concerns in His earthly ministry.

Salvation first and foremost and then fellowship, as well as spiritual growth – that was HIS priority list.
                     REPEAT
/Phl 2:6  who, as He already existed in the form of God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped,

Jesus Christ was and always will be God! HIS very essence was DEITY. Yet HE never emphasized that during every conversation and often made no mention of it at all.\ 
Jesus never would introduce HIMSELF as God, then carry on into every situation and conversation with constant reminders about His deity. 

His deity was on display and on HIS lips when it was needed… and that was it.
HE did not cling to HIS deity and pronounce HIS deity every time HE spoke.
                             REPEAT
/Phl 2:7  but emptied (kenoo’) Himself by taking the form of a bond-servant being born in the likeness of men.

To willingly bring about a void, to make something less effective – willingly laying it aside, not removing IT. HE can never STOP BE GOD! \
KEN-NAH-O, meaning HE laid it aside and made it as something that is void while in human form. 
One of the few things GOD can never do is - stop being GOD! Jesus Christ could only willingly lay aside HIS deity, HE could choose to make it appear void yet HE was always GOD even in the form of a helpless baby. 
                         REPEAT
This is often referenced as the doctrine of Kenosis and it is sometimes misinterpreted. 
/The fundamental truth that the eternal God cannot cease to be what He is … and any theory which supposes that God the Son should cease to be what He ever has been and ever will be, is error of the first magnitude”   Lewis Sperry Chafer
Systematic Theology, vol. I, p. 374
 (The essence of God is immutable; simply put - it cannot be changed.) \ 
Do not fall for that false teaching that Jesus Christ became human and therefore gave up being God. 
HE could not do so and did not do so!

Jesus Christ willingly emptied HIS deity during HIS earthly walk – meaning HE refused to display HIS deity and only did so in certain circumstances.  

It is often misunderstood with how the word appears, yet it is very clear in the full teaching of the doctrine of the Hypostatic Union.
/Phlp 2:7 - The proclamation of the Doctrine of the Hypostatic Union; Through the virgin birth Jesus Christ was born without an old sin nature, without the imputation of Adam’s sin. In His humanity Jesus Christ was trichotomous, having a true body, a true soul, and a true human spirit. In His deity He retained all of the essence of the Triune GOD. HE willingly laid it aside, HE never lost it, nor do it disappear from HIM.\ 
There is no greater gift given to mankind and no greater display of love and divine humility, then the obedience of Jesus Christ in HIS life and death.

/Phl 2:8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled (tapeinoō) Himself by becoming obedient to the point of death: death on a cross.

Christ was the living example of grace orientation – having the divine humility to operate inside the plan of God, not from humiliation or pride. HIS obedience to the Father, allowed this pain and humiliation to strike HIS human form.\  
TAH-PINE-OT-O, is the exact root word we looked at in verse 3 – it means a mental attitude of modesty and a relaxed MA which operates in Grace Orientation. 
It means HE was allowing Himself to be brought low. 
/TLJC did not walk around in humiliation and shame, nor did HE walk around in any form of pride or conceit. HE was conforming to the plan of the Father. Jesus understood BD and walked in it, which sometimes places a Bel in what appears as compromising positions of humiliation. It takes mental fortitude, to place the needs of others above self, or to follow a plan that demands complete obedience.\   
Emotions can never fulfill this, nor can faking humility sustain this type of pressure.
There is a mentality in this that is iron clad – it speaks of strength not weakness.

As we prepare for the LORD’s Supper it is very appropriate we finish by reading these scriptures; 
/Phl 2:9 For this reason also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above every name,

This is written in the aorist, active, indictive…KING of Kings and LORD of Lords! It was done in eternity past, by the decree of God the Father. It stands as a legal statement of a powerful FACT!\

Aorist tense- meaning it had been done and is in a constant state of being done.
The Active voice- is related to the plan of God the Father from eternity past.
The Indictive mood- is a dogmatic statement of fact – it is beyond a shadow of a doubt.
HE is the ONE true Messiah… and this is written as a declaration proclaiming a title for a combat solider who is given the highest honor. 
It is a statement that speaks of the maximum rank – the battlefield Royality, only the victorious Messiah could achieve. 
 Phl 2:10 so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
Phl 2:11 and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
This is called the great bowing of the knee… or the Great Genuflex in theology.

It will certainly occur at the Bema Seat Judgment of Christ after the Rapture.
I also believe it occurs again at the victory of the Battle of Armageddon. 

The truth is, positive Believers have a consistent attitude of bowing their knee to the only MESSIAH of the world. 

Royal Family – I tell you every time you willingly submit to studying the mind of Christ, being filled by God the HS you are showing incredible reverence to the King of Kings and LORD of Lords.

We bow ourselves in submission to HIS word and HIS justice system.
We also partake of the Lord’s Supper which is the only ritual for Church Age Bels to never forsake.
 It is a high regard of remembrance and submission that we do this consistently.  

You are stepping into a new year and in doing so… you who are serious, are submitting yourself to HIS power, HIS plan and HIS glory by doing what you are doing today.
HE will be returning for HIS bride and after that, HE will return again in a spectacular, yet frightening display of military force, like never seen before or ever again at the 2nd Advent.  
It will begin with the earth itself shifting and changing, as the atmosphere will give birth to violent and erratic behaviors, that will be unmistakable and bring permanent change to life as we know it.
We who are true Christians will be with our Husband, our King and our Savior for all of eternity. 
Right now, in time, in this new year, the YEAR of our LORD  - 2026, we bow ourselves to the Lord Jesus Christ in remembrance of all HE has done and everything HE will complete in the very near future. 

We live in awe and love for HIM, each and every day, even the good days and bad days we are committed, because we know HIS return is imminent. 

On the night our LORD was so bitterly betrayed, HE took the bread and broke it, while giving thanks. He said “This is MY body I give to you…take and eat.”
In remembrance of the LORD, we bow in our minds and submit to HIS power and glory…let us eat the bread.

In the same manner our Lord lifted up the cup giving thanks. 
He said, “This cup is a new covenant in MY blood…each time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you will bring ME into remembrance until I return.”

Let us drink the cup.
Let us pray…amen. 

