Mat #35
Beatitudes 

Mat 5:3 Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.4 Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.

/Mat 5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. (Spiritual analogy)\
Mat 5:7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Mat 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

We finished off here last lesson.
/Mat 5:5 Blessed are the gentle, for they shall inherit the earth.
The word “inherit” is a future, active indicative, it is a logical progression. Dual meaning for Jews related to promises given to Abraham, as well as Bels who inherit the Kingdom.\

This has a land or property promise attached to it as well as the Kingdom inheritance of eternity. Israel has a divine future and for the Bels we are eternally secure with a divine future with TLJC.

/Mat 5:6 “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.
This scripture has more to do with spiritual hunger & thirst than physical hunger & thirst.\
Bread and water…or thirst and hunger is often a Biblical term for the Word of God and a relationship with TLJC.
/Joh 6:35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.\

Often times, water has very symbolic meanings as does bread within the word of God. 
It is actual an in-depth lesson I may get into sometime down the road.
You have to line scripture up with scripture and fully understand what the historic and original context meant when it was written.
/Joh 4:13 Jesus answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again;14 but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life.”\

I could go deeper into this…scripture from OT and NT pointing out bread and water as having a spiritual connotation to them. But this should convince you of what I am saying.
/Rev 21:6 Then He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give to the one who thirsts from the spring of the water of life without cost.\
TLJC would teach these first few lessons to His Apostles then over the course of the next 3 yrs He would show them what He meant by using that same terminology over and over. 
/The righteousness that is mentioned in the Blessings is the divine righteousness, they are hungry & thirsty because the world feeds them a false doctrine which leaves them empty in the end!\
Now let’s look back at Mat 5:7.

We can see the grace of God is in view.
/Mat 5:7 “Blessed are the merciful (grace orientation), for they shall receive mercy.
Eleēmōn – merciful, compassionate, offering grace to others because you received grace from God.\
 ELL-EE-OM

Grace is a gift…the free gift from God…no one earns or deserves anything from God.
We came into the world as sinners and for many years we all spent time mocking the plan of God….ignoring the plan of God or looking for anything except a relationship with God. 

/Grace is divine, it is not dependent upon trying to be a better person it is a focus and spiritual connection to the Cross of Christ that helps us fully understand the grace given to us and then we can operate in it with others.\

The CA is the dispensation that grace becomes more apparent than any other dispensation in history. TLJC is teaching His disciples spiritual skills but it all comes in order of how the Bel is to grow.

/Salvation comes first- Mat 5:3
Prepare for walking in a flawed world- Mat 5:4
Grow into the Fruit of the Spirit-
Mat 5:5
The importance of Bible Doctrine-
Mat 5:6\
Now we are looking at God’s Grace.

/Grace orientation- Mat 5:7
Each one of these Blessings (beatitudes) is a stepping stone for the Christian way of life. All lined up for the Bel who can maintain a lifestyle within God’s plan.\

Each having OT scriptures to note and draw from so these Jewish fishermen who knew the God of Israel will start to piece this whole puzzle together. 
Turn to Isa chapter 55 with me.

As you turn there look at Isa 61 on the board and how it lines up with Mat 5:4.
/Isa 61:2 To proclaim the favorable year of the LORD and the day of vengeance of our God; To comfort all who mourn,
Mat 5:4 comfort those with grief.\

God is there to comfort the Bel…remember this is TLJC teaching His Apostles what the spiritual life is all about. You can’t have a spiritual life outside of being born again and saved.

/Psa 37:11 But the humble will inherit the land and will delight themselves in abundant prosperity.
Mat 5:5 the meek (long suffering) inherit the earth.\

Now look at Isaiah 55 verse 1
/Isa 55:1 “Ho! Every one who thirsts, come to the waters; and you who have no money come, buy and eat. Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.
Mat 5:6  (spiritual) hunger & thirst for righteousness.\

Isa 55:2 “Why do you spend money for what is not bread, and your wages for what does not satisfy? Listen carefully to Me, and eat what is good, and delight yourself in abundance. 3 “Incline your ear and come to Me. Listen, that you may live; and I will make an everlasting covenant with you, according to the faithful mercies shown to David.

We see the grace of God in verse Mat 5:7 which is most certainly affiliated with the new covenant and CA dispensation of the Messiah Jesus Christ.

So let’s pick it up in verse 8.
I wanted you to physically see the lessons often line right up with the OT lessons that were taught to the original nation of Israel. OT was a shadow of what was to come.

/Mat 5:8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.
Analogy of cleansing oneself of sin, having correct fellowship with God.\

There is no such thing as sinless perfection! The grace orientation is a form of thinking doctrine applying the word of God…but as we do this we fail from time to time.

/The OSN is active before and after salvation it can not be ignored nor should it be something we carry guilt about everyday…grace & mercy is in place for that! Grace for past sins while mercy is in place for our future forgiveness.\
God is love…He is grace and mercy just as much as He is justice and righteousness.
As long as God’s divine justice has been satisfied, which only happens when His righteousness is established… then you can count on God’s love, grace and mercy in your life.
/Our union with Christ puts the purity of divine righteousness within our soul structure …this is the key factor in guaranteeing God’s grace, love and mercy to flow uninterrupted in our lives!\
But whether it was OT saints or NT Bels washing ourselves clean for fellowship is a divine mandate…it never changes! 

God is aware of sin…He knows we struggle with it…He is available to rescue us from it…but God can-not have fellowship with sin.
Many people argue He can’t look upon sin and that this statement is either true or false… but the statement is often taken out of context. 
Hab 1:13, tells us God can’t look upon evil but to fully interpret this as God not being able to look upon sin or evil is probably not 100per cent accurate.
(LIKE pleading blood of Christ)

God dealt with the Exodus generation and sin as well as evil in OT and TLJC walked and talked with sinners…but there is a divine standard that when sin comes into play God’s plan and our fellowship with Him is disrupted…otherwise why would we need to acknowledge and repent from sin?

God can do anything…He looks upon sin natures running around every day…but His divine fellowship and intimate love relationship can-not intermingle with sin. 
In other words divine power is dependent upon operating in divine righteousness. 
The prodigal son in Luke chapter 15 is a good example…the son was a parallel to a Bel who goes back into the world.

He is separated from His father but once he repents and admits his fault & turns back toward the Father …the father runs out to meet him.
/The Lord Jesus Christ mingled with sinner’s everyday but those who remained close and had intimate fellowship with Him were Bels who applied cleansing to their spiritual walk.\
Now at that time there was still an emphasis on the LAW and the Levitical priests who had their rituals for cleansing sin…animal sacrifice was still prevalent until TLJC went to the Cross at Calvary. 
As I said OT or NT it hasn’t changed! 

/Psa 24:4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted up his soul to falsehood and has not sworn deceitfully. 5 He shall receive a blessing from the LORD and righteousness from the God of his salvation.\

Back in Mat chapter 5
/Mat 5:8 “Blessed are the pure (cleansed) in heart, for they shall see God.
Dual meaning for doctrine giving us divine insight in time & then in eternity we are physically in heaven with the Trinity.\
The Apostles will learn from this point forward that the WORD is imperative and the word became flesh and was walking among them!

/Stressing accuracy in Bible study and emphasis on the Word of God becoming the daily diet for a Bel is the prepared Pastor-Teachers main goal! Not counseling, programs or politics.\
There is nothing a program or political study can do for your spiritual walk if it is minus BD.
Do you realize in the hierarchy and function of a solid doctrinal church the Pastor should do almost nothing else except study and teach.
Deacons, ushers, prep school teachers as well as congregation members should be running the music ministry…classrooms & programs and outreach ministries. 

You want a woman’s group in your church or a counseling program…great…ask permission from the Deacons… make an announcement and start it up with whoever volunteers.
Don’t bother the Pastor while he studies and teaches.
/The importance of the study of the Word dwarfs all else within the church walls…because all programs, growth and strength come from the Word of God.
Heb 4:12, Rom 10:17, 2Tim 3:16, 1Thes 2:13, 1Pet 1:23, Jam 1:22, Josh 1:8 (just a few!!)\

Jesus taught daily in His ministry…He was relentless when it came to pushing scripture out to the community then trying to teach those who were interested how to apply it in their lives!
[bookmark: _GoBack]/Mat 5:8- to study, teach or apply the Word of God you have to have correct fellowship which points us to cleansing ourselves and walking in the NEW NATURE!\






