Mat 216
The audacity of unbelievers challenging God has always been a symbol of Satan’s power.


/Mat 16:1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Jesus, they asked Him to show them a sign from heaven.\
Mat 16:2 But He replied to them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’
Mat 16:3 “And in the morning, ‘There will be a storm today, for the sky is red and threatening.’ Do you know how to discern the appearance of the sky, but cannot discern the signs of the times?
Mat 16:4 “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign; and a sign will not be given it, except the sign of Jonah.” And He left them and went away.

The professions of science, education, medicine, politics, religion and media have always been thick with arrogant Unbels who challenge God. 
/This is really the sign of a satanic agenda and while most people look for demon possession which is more of a rarity of a satanic agenda – the deep infiltration of these professions in our society is a greater symbol of Satan at work than almost anything else.
(science, education, medical, media, politics)\

This was always the case even back in the ancient world.
It is within these arenas that Satan and his fallen army have understood that they can have the most profound effect on human thought, norms and standards and the best way to infiltrate everyday life within mankind. 

/Pharisees were the religious leaders and were the ultimate authority on spiritual and moral living.
Sadducees were politically connected and operated from a place of privilege and focused on science & secular knowledge.
Both parties held seats within the powerhouse Jewish structure of the Sanhedrin.\
If you were a Jew in the days of TLJC these two parties were the authority and policy makers for your life. 
They had the inner connections to work with Roman rulership.
 Especially the wealthy Sadducees, they had greater influence over Roman leadership than almost any other Jewish group.

/The Pharisees, Scribes and Sadducees loved their power positions and played both sides of the isle. To the Jews they promised to protect and fight for their rights, while at the same time they kissed the ring of Caesar bowing to the Roman agenda.\
Shady politics and false promises from government leadership has been around a long time RF!

Turn to Ephesians chapter 6 with me.
What you will find with corrupt leadership is that they often have strange bed partners – meaning, they will allow those who they vehemently disagree with and who they fight against, to form close bonds so they can attack a common enemy or move a certain agenda.         REPEAT

This is why here in America people get so disappointed with the two-part system. Because in many cases they come together for the common goal of greater power and wealth for themselves - this was the case with Sadducees and Pharisees.
They operated with great tension because of differing beliefs and agendas but ultimately they both wanted to remain in positions of wealth & authority – and so truth and most certainly the appearance of the one true Messiah, gave them a common enemy. 

Christians need to awake to what is happening around them and just how deep Satan’s agenda has already manipulated and influenced all aspects of our daily lives.

Eph 6:10 Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might.
/Eph 6:11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes (methodeia) of the devil.
Greek imperative mood – a military command for the Bel.\
METH-AH-DIE-AH is that Greek noun schemes (method) and only used 2 times in the NT. 
It speaks to a plan or method from a devious nature, it is an art or craft that is nurtured or developed. 
It is an ongoing journey of trickery and deceit that is an expert craft that Satan and his fallen army have honed to perfection.
This is why the command is in a military fashion to stand strong - put on your armor, because the god of this world is an expert of deception and confusion.
/Eph 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.\
The original Greek would read closer to this- we are not at war with blood and flesh…meaning the OSN of other Bels or for that matter the Unbel who is simply a pawn.
This is a direct, divine accusation that Paul is telling the Bels to wake up too – that there is a demonic element and wicked army that controls, possesses and influences almost everything in this cosmic system. 
/archē – (rulers) comes from a Greek military ranking system. It points to majesty, as in authority or a high rank which has long been established. It connotes an existing power source or leadership role, a principality that dates back to the beginning of time!\
ARCH-HEY
This is a military system of the highest order.
Meaning foot soldiers and commissioned officers – rank & file, just like the U.S. Army. 
/exousia - (powers) points to judicial power and an enduring strength of a governing body. This means, a set of established laws and a body of power to enforce the laws. Leadership and organized formation of the highest order.\
EX-OOH-SEE-AH
/kosmokratōr – world forces, speaks to a whole world system (cosmos) and the demonic force (plural) under the authority of the one demonic leader.\
COSMA-KRA-TOR
As we tear this apart there is no way to interpret this outside of a large military force and governing body that is highly organized, powerful beyond human resources, infiltrated deeply into almost every aspect of life in this world. 

/ world forces of this darkness – this means of the shadow world and that which can not be easily seen on the surface, or has the ability to cloak itself with invisibility. Also, this can mean disguised as something other than what it truly is.\ 
I hope everyone is grasping the depth and width of what is all around us everyday in this cosmic system. 

/pneumatikos ponēria – (spiritual wickedness) this is a spirit meaning counterfeit of the power of God the Holy Spirit that has the ability to guide or lead someone. This is a guidance or influence in depravity, lusts of the flesh.\
NEW-MAH-TEE-CAS   PORN-EE-AH

Eph 6:12 could read like this today;
“Because our battle is not against blood and flesh (people, OSN), but against demon military leaders, against demonic organized combat forces, against demon ambassadors of darkness, against the spirit forces of evil in the heavenlies.”
                 REPEAT
Knowing all that, then the Apostle Paul goes on to say…
Eph 6:13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.
The call for Bels is not to chase the devil around in the cosmic system, but to be firm… to stand strong in your faith. 
This takes spiritual growth.
Because the evil day tells us, that each of us have appointed times that we will come under heavier attacks then the day to day stumbling blocks Satan places in front of us. 

/Eph 6:14 Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS, 15 and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE;\
Truth speaks to Bible Doctrine – the doctrine you have absorbed and retained with the filling power of God the HS.
The breast plate of righteousness is that righteousness we receive at the moment of salvation the righteousness of Christ!
If we apply BD accurately we can reflect TLJC and the inner integrity that comes from our positional righteousness will help us stand firm.
                       REPEAT
The foundation is from the gospel of Christ – our salvation, we stand in that as our combat boots of peace and calm knowing we have eternal security. 

/Eph 6:16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
(the subtle whispers and negative thoughts or satanic psychological warfare)\
Without a strong faith – the constant barrage of negative waves directed at Christians can take a very painful and powerful toll on their spiritual walk. 

The Christian shield of faith comes from the strength of the WORD they trust in and apply in their lives.

/Eph 6:17 And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
Notice the gospel of Christ (security of our salvation) secures us from head to toe – helmet to boots!\

The helmet points to protection of the mind – your head, where you formulate thinking from the soul. Human thinking is an easy target for satanic agendas and flaming arrows. 

The gospel fully understood and applied daily, is a protective layer from cosmic viewpoint.
Eph 6:18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,

Paul is commanding the Bel put on the spiritual armor - be on the alert! 
Because the warfare we are facing is not only real, it is infiltrated throughout government – educational systems, the media and day to day life in the cosmic system.

This is what was represented in Matthew chapter 16:1;
/In Matthew 16 - the Sadducees and Pharisees represent the cosmic agenda and military organization in Satan’s system. Religion, science, education, media, politics (government), medical and so on.\
Turn to Ephesians chapter 4 with me RF. 

Many pulpits never address and really do not fully expose the warfare that is raging around us. 
And the fact that it is not just drug addiction, pornography and demon possession, that it runs deeper and is much more deceptive than what many think it is.
We were created to resolve the angelic conflict and Satan and his army are well aware how this is going to play out – they are fighting a losing battle which means they are desperate.
When an enemy is pushed into a corner and they sense the end is near they either give up – or they come out of that corner ferocious, with nothing to lose, they have to pull out all the stops.

I actually believe, that is why we are seeing so much evil being revealed and chaos on our city streets. 
That even some politicians are coming out and saying what they desire …
and we now realize their version of this country is much different than what our founding fathers had in mind – you get the sense the gloves are off.

This is why TLJC gave us men like the Apostles to finish the canon of scripture and prepare mankind for the lies and deception of spiritual warfare.

Eph 4:11 And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers,
/Eph 4:12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ;
Your pastor should be teaching you how to be equipped for spiritual warfare, how you can gain spiritual momentum for growth.\

How to build up a body of Bels who can make a difference. 
Bels who become part of the remnant of Bels who sustain this world so that the gospel can keep being preached for as long as possible.
That’s a big part of the mission as spiritual soldiers. Get the message out to a lost and dying world.
Just like the military we need truck drivers and medics as much as we need special forces and officers to sustain the mission. 
/Eph 4:13 until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which belongs to the fullness of Christ.\
This is another intricate part of the military mission, is that we grow toward maturity and in doing so we glorify God in the midst of the warfare. 
Eph 4:14 As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;
Here we see again the only other time we can note the word we get our English term - methods from – like we noted in Eph 6 earlier.
Schemes- Satan has plans and he has weapons and soldiers, officers and a system.
The trickery of man is a warning here as well. Meaning the OSN even left to its own, will come up with deceptive schemes even without Satan.
/Eph 4:15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,
This is one of the greatest calls for what Christianity is all about – truth and growing up toward SM.\

Because we can not volunteer and serve others, we can not speak the gospel accurately and support a doctrinal ministry without growing up spiritually and we need a steady diet of the truth to do so!
You can’t put the cart before the horse RF – truth needs to be your steady diet for growth to happen in your spiritual walk. 
/Eph 4:16 from whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love.\
Just like the military- the combat soldiers need supplies which means they need the truck drivers and helicopter pilots.
The front-line soldiers need medics and food service and leadership. 
So too does the body of Christ need all their body parts operating at full capacity for any level of success.
/Satan’s system is deigned to break the unity, distract and confuse the Bels so they can not complete the mission of spiritual growth and getting the message out to a lost and dying world. This is a subtle assault that is repetitive and woven into daily life – educational systems, psychological narratives, media and political agendas along with distorted views on science and history that drive people away from God’s word.\

The games the Sadducees and Pharisees played with consistently badgering TLJC and His followers were really just the beginning stages of what the CA Bels live in today.
The legalistic Jewish leaders along with the Roman empire represented a system that is anti-god, it attacks on all fronts.

/Jhn 15:20 “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A slave is not greater than his master. If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you; if they kept My word, they will keep yours also.\
The Christian who thinks that the devil’s world is all about MTV and Halloween movie nonsense is the Christian who will always be on a political or social crusade to clean up the devil’s world and remain clueless to spiritual warfare all around them. 

/The first order of business after salvation is to get under an accurate Bible Teaching ministry and get your focus on the WORD. In due time after you grow God will reveal a plan for your life, that plan may change over the years but it will always be centered around the gospel of Christ and your spiritual growth.\

In fact, I always tell people the best rule of thumb as to what decision in life to make – whether it is a new job, a relationship or a geographical move in your life – if it takes you away from God in any realm, it is probably not from God.              REPEAT

/Mat 16:1 The Pharisees and Sadducees came up, and testing Jesus, they asked Him to show them a sign from heaven.
If the arrogance of Satan was consistently challenging the Lord what makes us think he won’t do the same for us?\

Notice they want a sign and yet for over a year and half -  probably longer, TLJC has healed hundreds or thousands, HE has preformed miracles and spoke Bible Doctrine with laser like, accuracy fulfilling OT scriptures. 
The cosmic system is designed to antagonize and wear us down and we see it with the consistent attacks from leaders like the Pharisees and Sadducees. The Bel needs to rise above it with truth and stand firm in the battle. 

