James #181
The mind set on the flesh is death!

You can open in Romans chapter 8 RF, we will eventually get there.

We currently have 3 more principles in relation to the seven deaths we can find in scripture.
As we begin on operational death, let me put a cap on physical death.
/Physical death is the reality for all humanity (Bel & Unbel). We all will face physical death unless we are Bels in the Rapture generation. The Unbeliever will face the Great White Throne Judgment at the end of time as we know it. The CA Bel, will be face to face with the Lord and present at the Bema Seat Judgment. Bels face physical death in one of three settings – a common death, Dying Grace or the Sin unto death.\ 
A common death is the most prevalent for Christians.  
Dying Grace is for winner Bels who have had an impact in time.
The Sin unto Death is what happens to a Believer who has increased in the flesh and lived in a type of apostasy, longer then inside the plan of God. 
                           REPEAT

/Common death is what most Christians face at physical death. They have had a sporadic relationship with God, their spiritual momentum was usually 3 steps forward, with two steps back. They had a spiritual life with very little impact.

Dying Grace is for the winner Bel who has had an impact inside the plan of God, usually as an invisible hero in time, or as a visible force inside the plan of God. (Abraham, Job, Joseph, Paul & Peter).\ 
These are great examples as well as great extremes. 
Paul and Peter suffered under pressure right to the end and did not make it beyond the age of 65.

Whereas Job, Abraham and Joseph all made it well into 100 yrs old or older. Now they still held onto a unique time period of health on this earth back then.
Yet the point is the age and the way they died, is different. Yet they all had dying grace as winners. 
So, age and suffering in the end does not dictate a Bel in dying grace. 
The Apostle John and Titus both winners… died in their 90’s. 
                           REPEAT
/Dying Grace is the winner Believer, in any situation, at any age, that has a calm assurance and gracious attitude facing physical death. It as if an invisible blanket of comfort and peace engulfs them.

The Sin unto death can be seen in the life of King Saul, as well as Ananias and Sapphira (Act 5). It is often a call home early and with great misery, or confusion accompanying that physical death. In some cases, the last days are the flesh in its full throws of dominance.\ 
It is self-induced misery turned into divine discipline reaching a peak.
There are several stories in the Bible that also lead us to study the sin unto death; Samson may be a good example, as well as many in the original Exodus generation. 
This leads us into the next principle about death – operational death;
This directly related to our anchor study in James 2;
/Jam 2:17 In the same way, faith also, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself. 18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”

Operational death — Faith without production is dead. This is a reference to the Believer’s failure to produce divine good.\
The Believer in operational death will have a failure of reaching super-grace, that failure of operational death has levels. 
The worse-case scenario is they keep increasing in the flesh and they end up in some form of apostasy. 
That is the dangerous ground that can lead into the Sin Unto death. 
Having a struggle in your spiritual momentum is normal. 
There will be times when you gain ground and lose ground…again, most Christians deal with this struggle.   
                               REPEAT
/The failure of the Believer to consistently operate within the two power options is usually the culprit behind operational death. It is the failure of the Bel to accumulate doctrine that leads to the Edification Complex of the Soul (ECS), that is what leads to occupation with Christ (maturity). Along the way we develop Fruit of the Spirit which is seen in divine work. Operational Death means these areas are sorely lacking.\ 
The Christian who walks in the flesh consistently, is walking in operational death and it usually leads to misery and even divine discipline.   

Operational Death and the next one, known as Temporal Death, accompany one another.
As I have taught you in the past, Romans chapter seven leads us to understand the struggle in the OSN that even the Apostle Paul had. Then the Apostle Paul pivots to the victory over the OSN, IN Christ and he continues in chapter 8.
 
Rom 8:1 Therefore there is now no condemnation at all for those who are in Christ Jesus.
/Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.

Jam 2:12 So speak, and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of freedom.\
We covered this recently; the law we are now under is the law of freedom - In Christ. He fulfilled all laws and commands therefore we are responsible to walk in HIM…reflecting His nature, not our flesh.
The real spiritual application of the LAW is seen in our Christ-like nature.
Rom 8:3 For what the Law could not do, weak as it was through the flesh, God did: sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and as an offering for sin, He condemned sin in the flesh,
TLJC was the only one who can walk in sinless perfection… HE fulfills all prophecy, commands and laws. HIS death was both spiritual and physical. Christ paid the penalties for the whole world.

/Rom 8:4 so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.

Temporal Death is seen in our lives each time we step back into the OSN. Long periods of temporal death can lead to operational death.\ 
The requirement of perfection in the LAW might be fulfilled in us because we have a free will – we can walk in the flesh or the Spirit. 
At any given moment we are in the new nature or the old one.

/Rom 8:5 For those who are in accord with the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are in accord with the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.

This is written in a present tense, telling us they keep aligning with the flesh, their mind is focused on the flesh.\
The active voice points to the Bel’s personal responsibility.

Rom 8:6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace,
/Temporal death just means that death is used to show that when sin enters the picture, we are out of fellowship, we are dead to God in the sense of being out of fellowship. A mind that is continually set on the flesh, is one who begins to reject the two power options. They are rarely adjusting to the justice of GOD in their daily walk, so the slippery slope of reversionism begins.\ 
This is what leads to a lifestyle of Operational Death, as one accompanies or follows suit of the other. The first being extended Temporal death in our life. That is usually followed by operational death at some point.
The time you waste today, can never be gained back. As you grow older, you learn that one of life’s greatest currencies is time.
                           REPEAT
/Rom 8:7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so,

The law of God points us to the whole of the BIBLE, principles and protocols. A mind set on the flesh becomes stranded away from truth. It takes serious humility and a steady diet of BD to gain ground back.\ 
A Christian cannot remain distant or void of the WORD and filling power of the HS for extended periods of time and assume, it is an easy bounce back to where they may have been.
Peeling away from BD and the habitual filling power of the HS is a dangerous ground to test. A simple two-week period of moving away from the two power options will begin a negative decay in one realm or another.
                       REPEAT
It is simply not worth risking your momentum. 
A Christian can become an enemy of GOD at some point of reversionism. 
/Rom 8:8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.

There is never anything in the flesh that GOD will fellowship with or recognize as righteous.\
Even a small amount of human merit and human viewpoint, can quickly turn a divine work into a useless pile of wood, hay and straw.

/Rom 8:9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.

Both written in the 1st class condition – it is true, that the HS indwells all Bels. Just as this is fact, that Unbels do not belong to GOD, because the SPIRIT can only indwell a Bels soul.\  
The Trinity will never indwell and fellowship with an unbelieving soul. It is impossible, there has to be a super-natural union with Christ.

The baptism of the HS must happen at the moment of faith alone in Christ alone. That is the foundation of the indwelling power. 

/Rom 8:10 If Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of sin, yet the spirit is alive because of righteousness.
Another 1st class condition – anyone in union with Christ has the righteousness of Christ in them.\ 

Rom 8:11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, He who raised Christ Jesus from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who dwells in you.
Another statement of fact – The Apostle Paul is clearing saying all Bels have the HS and yet some make choices against the filling power of it.
The life he is teaching on is a spiritual life that refuses to walk in Temporal Death.

Rom 8:12 So then, brothers and sisters, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—
Paul is teaching this because sin after salvation is a reality, negative choices against the plan of GOD happen to Bels.
We are called into accountability and responsibility in the plan of God.
                                     REPEAT
Free will matters!
/Rom 8:13 for if you are living in accord with the flesh, you are going to die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.

The Bel walks in death when the OSN begins to take control. That is temporal, that can lead to operational death meaning no spiritual life, no growth, or rewards.\

It is simply carnality or the perpetuation of carnality in reversionism. 
Temporal death just means that death is used to show that when you and I sin we are out of fellowship.
We are dead to God in the sense of being out of fellowship and we are walking in the flesh which means spirituality is not part of your life.

/Temporal death —
Eph 5:14 For this reason it says, “Awake, sleeper, And arise from the dead, And Christ will shine on you.”

Ephesians 5 is speaking to Bels becoming and learning how to be imitators of GOD. Christ is already in you; you are part of the RF…walk in it! Same principle seen in Luke 15 - the prodigal son.\ 
Unbels are born as enemy combatants and only can become true children of GOD, once they believe upon TLJC.

/1Tim 5:6 But she who indulges herself in luxury is dead, even while she lives.

Jam 1:15 Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it has run its course, brings forth death.\ 
Both of these lessons were being taught to congregations of Bels. 
1Timothy was referencing how to handle the widows in the congregation – and James we have been studying.

Bels can walk in temporal death that leads to operational death.
/Rev 3:1 To the angel of the church in Sardis write: He who has the seven spirits of God and the seven stars, says this: ‘I know your deeds, that you have a name that you are alive, and yet you are dead.\
That is also written to BELIEVERS.
It has nothing to do with loss of salvation that would go against eternal security.
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