Mat 193
A time for righteous indignation and standing against evil authority

Let us pick it up in Matt 15 verse 8 as today I think we will answer a question for Bels who often wonder, when do they make a stand against evil authority or hold their ground and fight instead turn the other cheek. 

Mat 15:8 THIS PEOPLE HONORS ME WITH THEIR LIPS, BUT THEIR HEART IS FAR AWAY FROM ME.
Mat 15:9 ‘BUT IN VAIN DO THEY WORSHIP ME, TEACHING AS DOCTRINES THE PRECEPTS OF MEN.’”
/Mat 15:10 After Jesus called the crowd to Him, He said to them, “Hear and understand.\
Mat 15:11 “It is not what enters into the mouth that defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the man.”
Mat 15:12 Then the disciples came and said to Him, “Do You know that the Pharisees were offended when they heard this statement?”
Mat 15:13 But He answered and said, “Every plant which My heavenly Father did not plant shall be uprooted.
Mat 15:14 “Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if a blind man guides a blind man, both will fall into a pit.”
There is a lot here to take in but the principle we will focus on today is the fact that TLJC stood up to authority and called them out in public.
He stood HIS ground with strength and you can see that the Apostles were nervous because this was a very volatile situation. 
Turn to Acts chapter 5 with me.
TLJC has made a very firm stand against the Scribes and Pharisees who have verbally attacked His followers and we get the sense TLJC is not sensitive and loveable during this confrontation as I taught you in the last few lessons.


In fact, HE has publicly stood against the Jewish leadership and verbally fought back and is now even calling out for everyone to pay attention to this confrontation. 

Again, I remind my followers the pictures you see of Jesus in Hollywood of the skinny, hippy who cried and turned the other cheek during every confrontation is a false narrative.
At times TLJC was bold and confrontational and did not fit the mold of a meek teacher or a loving spiritual leader. 

This is often confusing for new Bels and sometimes even mature Bels if they are not taught properly. One great example we can always rely upon is what the Apostles displayed when they got locked up or reprimanded for preaching the gospel of Christ.

The Apostles went out preaching Christ crucified as they were led to do by God the HS and told to do this by TLJC.

Now they are locked up by the Jewish leadership and they are also on the radar of the Roman military as well. This was a serious event and the Roman government would tell the Sadducees and Pharisees to get their people in line or they would handle it – meaning the Roman military would step in and deal with this Christian movement. 
Which became the case eventually, just the same way they handled the crucifixion of TLJC.
Act 5:27 When they had brought them, they stood them before the Council. The high priest questioned them,
They are dragged from the Sanhedrin prison cell into the high court which is the legal authority for the Jews and remember they had full authority to whip & beat prisoners and even execute in extreme cases.
/Act 5:28 saying, “We gave you strict orders not to continue teaching in this name, and yet, you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and intend to bring this man’s blood upon us.”
The Apostles were doing the exact opposite of what the authority had told them to do.\
The Bel must grow up enough to recognize God’s authority over the whole world and when you do, it becomes clear when to stand firm as these men did. 
The Apostles were not going around inciting riots or using violence in fact they avoided the Jewish authority while teaching the gospel. 
They did not seek out confrontation nor did they run from it when it came to their front door.            REPEAT

/Act 5:29 But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey God rather than men.
Anytime a Bel is being pushed to get involved with something or someone outside the plan of God they need to pray, then make sure they are not proceeding from pride but guidance from the Spirit.\
The Bel needs to understand when to make a strong stand and when to hold off and give it over to God.

Act 5:30 “The God of our fathers raised up Jesus, whom you had put to death by hanging Him on a cross.
Act 5:31 “He is the one whom God exalted to His right hand as a Prince and a Savior, to grant repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.
/Act 5:32 “And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, whom God has given to those who obey Him.”\

They are clear this is about their spiritual walk and connection to God the HS and that they are commissioned by TLJC Himself. It is not personal in that they are doing this to prove they are right and they are rebelling against authority.
Act 5:33 But when they heard this, they were cut to the quick and intended to kill them.
This was a serious case.
Life or death was literally hanging in the balance.
/Act 5:34 But a Pharisee named Gamaliel, a teacher of the Law, respected by all the people, stood up in the Council and gave orders to put the men outside for a short time.\
Gamaliel who had trained Paul - basically tells the council that they had better be careful because these men carry great power and may well be from God.
/Act 5:40 They took his advice; and after calling the apostles in, they flogged them and ordered them not to speak in the name of Jesus, and then released them.\
Keep in mind, though God had that respected teacher there to vouch for them, which was a form of divine protection for the Apostles in that moment, these men still suffered for their defiance. But their earthly mission was far from over so God was not allowing anyone to kill them. 

Showing us the principle I brought up before that God may not remove us from adverse circumstances in that exact moment.
Act 5:41 So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.
These men rejoiced that they had their backs whipped into a bloody mess for the sake of Christ.

They considered it an honor to be involved in the spiritual warfare.
/Act 5:42 And every day, in the temple and from house to house, they kept right on teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.
Not from arrogant defiance, but because this was their calling and part of the plan of God for their life.\

That is the deciding factor, are you being told not to operate in your calling as a Bel or your personal sense of destiny that God designed just for you?
/All Bels have a basic calling for spiritual growth, supporting the word of God and operating as ambassadors & soldiers for Christ. They also have a personal plan that they need to implement in their lives – pastor, deacon, community leader, counselor for others, evangelizing at work or in the family, etc.\
I don’t know what God has for you and when HE has it…you may be waiting to see if God is going to use you in some realm or another, sometimes it changes over time. 
The fact is you can-not neglect the calling & plan of God to please men. Until you grow up spiritually you will not have the discernment to figure that out.

Some Bels are called to lift up a ministry with financial and physical support above and beyond the average congregation members. 
Others are called to work with children in guiding them toward the Lord…maybe it is your personal plan that someone in your circle of work or family & friends needs special attention and you are that chosen one.

Turn to Mark chapter 3 with me RF.

You have to grow and learn BD to eventually have God the HS guide you in where to go and what to do.

The Gospel of Mark is the highlight of the humanity of Christ just like John is the gospel of the deity of Christ and Matthew highlights the kingdom of God.

Mar 3:1 He (Jesus) entered again into a synagogue; and a man was there whose hand was withered.
Mar 3:2 They were watching Him to see if He would heal him on the Sabbath, so that they might accuse Him.
Notice what legalism does…it waits to criticize, the legalistic leaders couldn’t care less about the suffering of the man or the problem in general, they just wanted to attack TLJC.
Mar 3:3 He said to the man with the withered hand, “Get up and come forward!”
Mar 3:4 And He said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to do harm on the Sabbath, to save a life or to kill?” But they kept silent.
Again, we see the religious leaders make an issue out of rituals and rules over compassion, grace & truth.
They kept silent - because arrogance usually lives in lies and therefore it is silenced in the face truth.
/Mar 3:5 After looking around at them with anger, grieved at their hardness of heart, He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.” And he stretched it out, and his hand was restored.\
That word you see for, anger - The Greek feminine noun, orgē (AR-GAY) means righteous indignation this is not a mindless rage or temper tantrum. 

It is not emotional response but a strong passion for justice.
Mar 3:6 The Pharisees went out and immediately began conspiring with the Herodians against Him, as to how they might destroy Him.
You see when legalism is confronted and truth outshines the lies and pettiness it will regroup and plan another attack, it never admits it’s wrong and does not seek change.

Look at Mark chapter 11 a very similar circumstance in that TLJC is confronting religion and HE is outnumbered as usual and the only one speaking up and willing to deal with the situation; 
/Mar 11:15 Then they came to Jerusalem. And He entered the temple and began to drive out those who were buying and selling in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who were selling doves;\
The Lord didn’t come in and calmly ask everyone to leave or even speak out loudly about what they were doing was wrong, HE comes in and goes into action!
He came in to kick butt and chew bubble gum and He was all out of bubble gum!
This is very physical and strong this is not a weak man or a soft and gentle approach. 
/Mar 11:16 and He would not permit anyone to carry merchandise through the temple. 17 And He began to teach and say to them, “Is it not written, ‘MY HOUSE SHALL BE CALLED A HOUSE OF PRAYER FOR ALL THE NATIONS’? But you have made it a ROBBERS’ DEN.”\
(Isa 56:7)
TLJC was stopping people and probably knocking items from their hands.
/Mar 11:18 The chief priests and the scribes heard this, and began seeking how to destroy Him; for they were afraid of Him, for the whole crowd was astonished at His teaching.\
They feared HIM because of the truth but also because HE was confronting them in very bold fashion that was not cowardly nor was it designed to physically hurt them, it was obvious this was a man not to be messed with!
Turn to John chapter two with me.

You never get the sense TLJC or even the Apostles were looking for a fight or that they willing attacked the Pharisees and Scribes, it was always a defensive stance that they took.

Therefore, the Bel needs to be aware of how to stand strong without attacking others.
Speaking truth publicly and standing up for what is right is an art that is best utilized by mature Bels prepared for that battle.              REPEAT
Jhn 2:15 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.
Jhn 2:14 And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the money changers seated at their tables.
/Jhn 2:15 And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables;\
This is a home-made whip. TLJC actually sat for a few minutes and twisted together a whip from cords of rope or material.
TLJC made a whip and began slapping it around probably hitting a few folks, or at least coming close enough to scare them out of the temple. 
This doesn’t fit the peace-loving, hippie of Hollywood. 

The tables are thrown around, coins are sent flying …this was not a gentle and loving lesson of what not to do in the temple of God.
Jhn 2:16 and to those who were selling the doves He said, “Take these things away; stop making My Father’s house a place of business.”
BD should not have a price tag on it!
/The issue is the serious infraction against the plan of God. The Lord Jesus Christ is the authority therefore we have righteous indignation and proper protocol for the right circumstance. Though many do not see the need for this, the Lord is absolutely correct in His actions & words.\
TLJC does not allow His emotions to get control and HE is the only perfect man so we can assume this was the right thing done in the right way.
Let us close in 1Timothy chapter one.

/A Bel with maturity who knows they are being led by the Holy Spirit can be confident when to stand their ground and speak truth boldly as well as take action concerning the plan of God for their lives. The act of violence outside of military and law enforcement standards never resolves anything and it is a very rare occasion when the Bel needs to act out in that fashion.\

Self-defense is one area that a Bel may need to apply violence.

It depends on the circumstance or if you are protecting your family or someone who is defenseless. 
Again, this is very personal and needs spiritual discernment from a mature Bel.

1Tim 1:18 This command I entrust to you, Timothy, my son, in accordance with the prophecies previously made concerning you, that by them you fight the good fight,
1Tim 1:19 keeping faith and a good conscience, which some have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to their faith.

/1Tim 1:20 Among these are Hymenaeus and Alexander, whom I have handed over to Satan, so that they will be taught not to blaspheme.\
The Apostle Paul openly calls out some Bels or perhaps Unbels, who have attacked him and caused his ministry great harm. They had proven themselves to be enemies of the cross of Christ.

Listen if you know a man is known for being sexual aggressive and inappropriate behavior is part of his lifestyle you should warn any woman who is about to date him.
 If that woman is someone you know and a care about why wouldn’t you at least mention something, not making her fear for her life, but just be aware she is about to be alone with an aggressive man. 
The Bel with spiritual discernment understands what to do when confronted with lies and evil;
/Eph 5:11 Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even expose them;
1Tim 5:20 Those who continue in sin, rebuke in the presence of all, so that the rest also will be fearful of sinning.\
Meaning you can not always sit on your hands in your spiritual walk and ignore cosmic viewpoint and evil happening right in front of you.
Paul teaches this again while training Timothy in chapter 4;
/2Tim 4:14 Alexander the coppersmith did me much harm; the Lord will repay him according to his deeds.
No extravagant details, just a simple warning.\

There is a right way and wrong way to call out a bad apple.
Sometimes a public display like TLJC did in several cases, certainly in Matthew chapter 15 is in order, other times it is a private matter.

I can assure you there are plenty of scriptures that tell the Bel you can not simply ignore evil and even worse than that, approve of evil in any realm.

/Prov 18:5 To show partiality to the wicked is not good, Nor to thrust aside the righteous in judgment.

Prov 17:15 He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous, Both of them alike are an abomination to the Lord.\
I was going to put about 6 or 7 scriptures up but I know my listeners understand this basic principle.
Never put yourself in a position that you turn a blind eye to criminal activity or evil, when you know you can either stop it or at least speak out to authorities about it.

/The complacent Bel wants to take in the word at a slow pace and apply or grow at an even slower pace because they do not desire growth nor challenges to their perfect life. These types of Bels along with cosmic minded Bels never step up or step out for any challenge or get outside their comfort zone.\

/Violence is never the option even when evil is confronting you. Deep prayer and standing strong in truth always are the first stage of dealing with an evil attack. Removing yourself from the evil is the next stage even if it means loss of finances or friendships. Self-defense or an aggressive, verbal stance is a final stage that a Bel may have to choose in a volatile circumstance.\ 
It is best to walk away or turn the other cheek but it is not always manageable in a heated moment, especially if you are protecting life and safety of not just yourself but others. 
/The Spiritually Mature Bel knows when to stand against evil authority and how to speak boldly and act appropriately because they have the doctrinal I.Q. & filling power of God the Holy Spirit working in their favor. Mistakes are made in these circumstances due to emotions getting ahead of the Bel or lack of Bible doctrine in the soul.\ 




