James #169
Become a useful vessel of gold and silver.

This Sunday night we have a prayer meeting on our Discord channel.
Open up in 2Timothy chapter two RF.

/Jam 2:12 So speak, and so act, as those who are to be judged by the law of freedom. 13 For judgment will be merciless to one who has shown no mercy; mercy triumphs over judgment.\
James is not preaching a works program, nor is he suggesting backward motion into the Mosaic Law.
Jam 2:13 - God will punish the unmerciful, those who purposely treat others with great malice and cruelty ("be merciless to one who has shown no mercy"). 
It is teaching those who live in the grace plan of God, they must operate under grace principles and the law of Christ.
We need to understand this statement in the light of other revelations concerning how God will judge Believers. 

/Christians are in no danger of losing their salvation or even experiencing God's wrath. However, we will suffer a loss of rewards if we sin by practicing unmerciful behaviors and blatant bias (2 Cor 5:10, Mat 5:7, Mat 6:15; Mat 7:1, Mat 18:23-35). If we are unmerciful in dealing with others (especially RF), God will be merciful in dealing with us.\
Remember God is a God of justice and righteousness – everything is filtered through that system of justice by heavenly standards.

 "Mercy triumphs over judgment," just as love triumphs over partiality. We should accept one another with courtesy, compassion, and consistency. 
God looks at the heart!
                            REPEAT
When your flesh is in control and it spills outward causing others misery, confusion and bringing hurt and stumbling blocks into their life, God does not ignore that just because you are a Bel.

Pastor James was not being hard or trying to re-introduce the Mosaic Law back into physical application;
/Pastor James makes a distinction of the law of freedom we need to walk in (grace). His own words at the Jerusalem Council show us, that was his view (Acts 15:13-21). God gave the Mosaic Law both to regulate the life of the Israelites, and to reveal Christ and the plan of God to all other people. Its regulatory function was fulfilled by Christ, then brought to a close by Jesus giving Himself over to death on the cross (Rom. 10:4, Heb 7:12).\
Brought to a close for this age, and it will be reinstated as a remembrance of TLJC in the 1,000 yrs of Christ on earth.
The spiritual value of the Mosaic Law remains forever; it is part of "all Scripture" that is still profitable for mankind.               REPEAT
The law of liberty, the law of Christ is taken from the Mosaic Law.
/Rom 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, so that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.

2Tim 3:16 All Scripture is inspired by God and beneficial for teaching, for rebuke, for correction, for training in righteousness;\

What often gets lost in translation when teaching the letters to Timothy is that it is all just written for pastor-teachers and deacons…basically church leadership.

It is absolutely important for pastors, deacons or evangelists to understand these letters along with Titus as well. Yet it is a broadbrush stroke for teaching all CA Bels.
2Timothy was written in 67 AD – this was when Paul was facing certain death.
He is on death row.

The Apostle Paul is feeling the pressure of Nero and knows he is nearing the end of his life, this often gets lost. 
Ephesians, Philippians, Colossian and Philemon were considered the 4 prison epistles. Yet this letter to Timothy, is also written under Roman imprisonment as they prepared to have Paul executed. 
The letter highlights the Bema seat Judgment of Christ, in that it points to responsibility after salvation. The Apostle Paul speaks to spiritual warfare and all Bels having responsibility inside the plan of God.
/2Tim 2:3 Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier of Christ Jesus. 4 No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him.\
The teaching is that we are all in spiritual warfare whether we want to understand this or not. 
Whether we want to participate or not – when war breaks out, you can hide away or you can engage, yet war does not stop just because you do not believe in it.
/2Ti 2:5 And if someone likewise  competes as an athlete, he is not crowned as victor unless he competes according to the rules.

The Apostle Paul is referencing our spiritual walk in terms of warfare and competition in an athletic event. Both have guidelines, rules and victory or defeat, as well as rewards.\
Therefore, there are winners and losers.
Now jump down a few verses;

2Tim 2:14 Remind them of these things, and solemnly exhort them in the presence of God not to dispute about words, which is useless and leads to the ruin of the listeners.
Remind them of these things – who? Not only other pastors who Timothy may teach and develop later on, but the congregations of CA Bels.
/2Ti 2:15 Be diligent (spoudazō) to present yourself approved to God as a worker who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.

This is an imperative mood; the Apostle Paul is commanding Timothy to be diligently studying. To be accurate in his teaching…not emotional, not teaching what sounds politically correct.\
SPOO-DOD-ZO – it means to labor, it means to be actively pursuing the truth. To exert oneself in the studies.
This points to great effort.
A good pastor lives and dies by his studies and notes – not any glamour or pleasing personality quirks.
A lot of pastors hide behind music ministries and large stage shows, or flashy graphics and computer technologies. 
                           REPEAT
2Ti 2:16 But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness,
The world is filled with false teaching and emotional Christianity. It was popular even back then, yet today it is prevalent in many churches. 
No pastor can be divorced from constant daily Bible study which is the source of his personal growth, the means of preparation of his messages.
This matters RF…this is the inevitable growth of the positive members of his congregation.
                            REPEAT
Your pastor-teacher needs to come prepared with blood, sweat and tears from his studies…his notes are the key foundation of your growth and his growth.
Everything else becomes window dressing outside of the accuracy of the word.
/2Ti 2:17 and their talk will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus,

Two men trained as leaders and teachers under the church at Ephesus, where Timothy had been in training as a teacher there as well.\
This is like a slow-moving cancer and false teaching often springs forth from men who think they have the gift of pastor. Or they have been led astray by someone else’s flawed teaching.
Perhaps they are more concerned with the flash and glitter…or keeping butts in the seats!
/These two men formed splinter groups that were allowing certain Gnostics and Judaizers to influence some of their new revelations. They were both spinning off in opposite directions from the CA mystery doctrines. One avenue they were teaching was there was no Rapture and the Tribulation was already unfolding. One was introducing aspects of the Mosaic Law as a form of working to bring forth the 2nd Advent.\ 
Sound familiar?
We have versions of this nonsense today.
2Ti 2:18 men who have gone astray from the truth, claiming that the resurrection has already taken place; and they are jeopardizing the faith of some.
Once you know the historic context, you can understand that the attacks on mystery doctrine and the Rapture, or dispensational confusion have been around a long time.

Satan has been busy since the early formation of the church of Jesus Christ.
/2Ti 2:19 Nevertheless, the firm foundation of God stands, having this seal: “The Lord knows those who are His;” and, “Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to keep away from wickedness.”

The seal in the ancient world was a legal and binding maker. It connoted property as well as debt or payment, it showed Royality as well as agreement. The seal meant security and legal strength.\ 
IT stands having this seal - is written in the perfect tense, as well as the present tense.
/IT stands (perfect tense, active voice, indictive mood) The perfect tense means it is complete – it is already finished, done perfectly. The active voice points toward GOD, it is His perfect plan. The indictive mood is a dogmatic statement of fact. Having this seal – present tense, it keeps going forward – that seal is never compromised.\ 
God looks down the corridors of time and knows who belongs to HIM.
The Apostle Paul is actually hinting to the fact that at the Rapture – Bels and Unbels will be separated. Only Bels go into heaven. 
The Unbels will remain for the Tribulation.
Remember the Tribulation period begins with all Unbels. The 2nd Advent of Christ will begin will all Bels after the baptism of fire.
/2Ti 2:20 Now in a large house there are not only gold and silver implements, but also implements of wood and of earthenware, and some are for honor while others are for dishonor.

The Apostle Paul is stating that even if they are Bels – they are dishonoring God, they are losers in the end.\
The large house – reference is speaking about all Believers in the plan of God. 

Many are not only useless in the plan of God; they are working against the truth of the plan of God.
Notice, they do not lose their salvation but there is a massive difference between gold and silver… and wood or common pottery.

Positional truth tells us we are all in the house of God. Yet there will be winners and losers.
                             REPEAT
/2Ti 2:21 Therefore, if anyone cleanses himself from these things, he will be an implement for honor, sanctified, useful to the Master, prepared for every good work.

IF - 3rd class condition, a strong probability, yet maybe they will or maybe they won’t. They have to wash themselves from the lies and become useful inside the plan of God.\
It begins with 1John 1:9 - and then a deep dive into practicing the two power options daily.
Sanctification happens at salvation yet like many other grace gifts we have to grow into them. There is greater justification and a greater sanctification as we reach higher levels of maturity.
Notice you can become useful in the plan of God, which means divine good work comes forth in your life…right now in time.                 
                               REPEAT
2Ti 2:22 Now flee from youthful lusts and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart.
He is commanding Timothy to be a pastor who teaches with accuracy of the WORD. Because that will help guide CA Bels toward SM. 
Growing in faith, growing in virtue love…growing in contentment and displaying the righteousness of Christ in their temporal walk. 
                            REPEAT
Let me close with some important principles. 

The judgment seat of Christ eliminates any need for human evaluation of your Christian life — except by yourself — /Rom 14:10 But as for you, why do you judge your brother or sister? Or you as well, why do you regard your brother or sister with contempt? For we will all appear before the judgment seat of God.

1Cor 11:31 But if we judge ourselves rightly, we would not be judged.\

We are called to take responsibility for our own spiritual walk in time – judge ourself not everyone else!

/The judgment seat of Christ is an evaluation of human and divine good — it is a time of loss or gain of rewards (2Cor 5:10, 1Cor 3:11-16).  At the judgment seat of Christ, the Believer can be denied a reward and may even be shown what they could have had, yet they can never lose their salvation (2Tim 2:12-13, 1Thes 5:24, Rom 8:1, Jhn 10:28… etc.) \

/Believers who have gone astray from the plan of God and basically had no spiritual momentum (reversionism or apostate) have no reward at the judgment seat of Christ — Heb 6:7-12. The Bema Seat Judgment of Christ is illustrated by the famous athletic games of the ancient world — 1 Cor 9:24-27. Reward at the judgment seat of Christ is based on grace in action — James 2:12-13.\

/1Cor 9:24 Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run is such a way that you may win. 25 Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. So they do it to obtain a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.\

