Mat 228
Rejecting God’s calling causes the Believer to wrestle against HIM

Welcome and thank you to Savannah new supporter of the ministry!
Let us jump back into where we left off last lesson in Genesis chapter 32. 

/Jacob had become accustom to solving problems and manipulating situations from his own power. This is always a result of rejecting God’s calling and God’s word which creates a vacuum in the soul that the Bel eventually fills with cosmic viewpoint or false doctrine.\
That is what you will draw from during times of adversity and this can also begin to alter your norms and standards after a period of time. 
Jacob was born into a household where BD was a daily priority but at some point he either stopped applying it or stopped metabolizing it.
Again, I agree that environment plays a role in our lives but it is by no means the deciding factor in how we turn out in life. We all have the free will to make changes and accept truth or reject it. Accepting God’s word as truth means we begin to have the mind of Christ as our norms and standards. 
Gen 32:1 Now as Jacob went on his way, the angels of God met him. 2 Jacob said when he saw them, “This is God’s camp. So he named that place Mahanaim.
MAY-HEN-AH-YEM meaning two camps or two tents.
This is east of the Jordan river and he names it for the duel angelic beings who were sent to assure him of God’s guidance.

Gen 32:3 Then Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother Esau in the land of Seir, the country of Edom.
Now after all Jacob has just seen with the two angels and the success he has had since God has blessed him we will see his cosmic viewpoint come out quickly because it is all he has to draw from.
/Even though we know he deals in manipulation and lies from time to time, God has still given Jacob favor in almost every aspect of his life. He was raised on BD and given every opportunity that anyone would need to succeed yet Jacob always seeks human effort to control situations.\
We will see Jacob quickly resorts to emotions and human plans when things appear to be getting challenging in his life. 
Gen 32:4 He also commanded them saying, “Thus you shall say to my lord Esau: ‘Thus says your servant Jacob, “I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed until now;
At this point he has no idea if his brother is angry or even after him…20 years have passed in their lives since the last time Jacob saw his brother Esau. 

This just goes to show that the guilt of lies and cheating can stay with a person for a lifetime – it is simply not worth it!
This is why Paul taught the principle of moving forward once we deal with sin in Philp 3:13 – forget what lies behind reach forward to what lies ahead.
If Jacob was in right standing with God and washing sin from his life, applying the word of God - he wouldn’t have this fear and guilt plaguing him. 

/Gen 32:5 I have oxen and donkeys and flocks and male and female servants; and I have sent to tell my lord ('adown), that I may find favor in your sight.”’”
Meaning my master, my Lord - I am asking to find mercy from you.\
AH-DON - Lord or master.

This is the approach Jacob takes after all the reassurance and angelic presence he just witnessed. It is the way a runaway slave would approach their master in the ancient world. 
The CA Bel needs to think about the times in their own life where they acted out as a Jacob in a situation.
/Jacob is not confident in what the Lord has done for him…what the Lord just revealed to him. Jacob lacks faith and has a short-term memory concerning all the BD he was taught by his father Isaac. He carries guilt and shame in his soul and quickly relies upon cosmic trickery to gain an edge in challenging situations.\
Gen 32:6 The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We came to your brother Esau, and furthermore he is coming to meet you, and four hundred men are with him.”

/Gen 32:7 Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed; and he divided the people who were with him, and the flocks and the herds and the camels, into two companies;
Immediately when a Bel lacks faith and hasn’t retained enough BD they reach into the OSN’s bag of tricks and frustrate the plan of God.\ 

We all fall into this from time to time and the study in Matthew 16 with the Apostles is something we should learn from. 
If we simply maintain our responsibilities in the plan of God, keep our faith in forward motion and remember what God has already done for us and what are calling is, then everything will fall into place in God’s timing. 
                      REPEAT
Gen 32:8 or he said, “If Esau comes to the one company and attacks it, then the company which is left will escape.”
Jacob is in the heat of the moment making plans and angles to cover all his bases – like we all do during times of pressure and attacks when we are operating in the OSN. 
Then suddenly he has a moment of spiritual clarity like we all need and he goes to God in prayer which should have been his first choice.
/Gen 32:9 Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and God of my father Isaac, O LORD, who said to me, ‘Return to your country and to your relatives, and I will prosper you,’
Prayer and standing strong in your faith is the first line of defense!\
Jacob finally recalls who God is and what he has done for him and his family.
In fact, after Jacob had swindled his brother Esau out of his blessing and birthright Jacob went on a journey and God came to him in a dream – the dream of Jacob’s ladder from the heavens.
/Gen 28:13 And behold, the LORD stood above it and said, “I am the LORD, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac; the land on which you lie, I will give it to you and to your descendants.\
So, after all the blessings, dreams and visions and visitation by angels Jacob finally wakes up and begins to remember what God had already told him and done for him.
He applies prayer to the situation and that should have been his first move.
Gen 32:10 I am unworthy of all the lovingkindness and of all the faithfulness which You have shown to Your servant; for with my staff only I crossed this Jordan, and now I have become two companies.

Gen 32:11 “Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of my brother, from the hand of Esau; for I fear him, that he will come and attack me and the mothers with the children.

Gen 32:12 “For You said, ‘I will surely prosper you and make your descendants as the sand of the sea, which is too great to be numbered.’”
/Gen 32:13 So he spent the night there. Then he selected from what he had with him a present for his brother Esau: 14 two hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two hundred ewes and twenty rams,\

Keep in mind he already sent a message out claiming that Esau is his lord & master and basically telling his brother he will give him gifts and bow before him when they meet.
Jacob goes right back into overdrive with his human effort and worries.
How many times do we do this RF? We pray and apply a little doctrine to a bad situation and the very next day go right back to our human plans and cosmic viewpoint.
Gen 32:15 thirty milking camels and their colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twenty female donkeys and ten male donkeys.
Gen 32:16 He delivered them into the hand of his servants, every drove by itself, and said to his servants, “Pass on before me, and put a space between droves.”
After this great prayer and recognition of God’s plan for his life, Jacob is back in full swing manipulating the situation to try and turn the outcome in his favor.
Gen 32:17 He commanded the one in front, saying, “When my brother Esau meets you and asks you, saying, ‘To whom do you belong, and where are you going, and to whom do these animals in front of you belong?’
/Gen 32:18 then you shall say, ‘These belong to your servant Jacob; it is a present sent to my lord Esau. And behold, he also is behind us.’”
Jacob is emphasizing that he is the servant and Esau is his superior, yet God has ordained it clearly in the opposite order.\
Jacob had no need to be arrogant but he should not reject his calling either.
 He needed the spiritual confidence to stand in what God has already ordained for him.
Jacob needed to trust in God’s plan– the faith in what God already had done for him & who God is.

Gen 32:19 Then he commanded also the second and the third, and all those who followed the droves, saying, “After this manner you shall speak to Esau when you find him;
/Gen 32:20 and you shall say, ‘Behold, your servant Jacob also is behind us.’” For he said, “I will appease him with the present that goes before me. Then afterward I will see his face; perhaps he will accept me.”
Jacob had no faith in God’s plan and God’s power.\

If Jacob was in a position of spiritual strength he would have simply sent a messenger ahead and told his brother that he was passing through and sent Esau a kind message or a greeting and then gave it over to the Lord. 

Gen 32:21 So the present passed on before him, while he himself spent that night in the camp.
Notice Jacob wasn’t bold enough to just go meet his brother face to face – he sends others ahead to deal with the wrath if it is there. 
Fear makes a coward of all of us.
Gen 32:22 Now he arose that same night and took his two wives and his two maids and his eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok.
Gen 32:23 He took them and sent them across the stream. And he sent across whatever he had.

We have a father and beyond that a spiritual leader of a new nation and he has shown everyone in his periphery – family, servants and friends that he does not trust in the God they worship.
He showed that when the pressure comes on he will fall behind others and not face the heat on the front line himself. 

/Gen 32:24 Then Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until daybreak.
It isn’t until Jacob has fully implemented his plans and is finally alone that the Lord steps in to deal with him.\
Once we are done spinning our wheels in the cosmic system we are usually ready for some divine intervention! 
Until daybreak – is a Hebrew term that points us to a stretch of time or space that could have been quite lengthy! 
By the way most historians seem to believe Jacob was an excellent wrestler which just goes to show he had the physical ability to stand against his brother if it came down to it. 

Yet guilt and fear dominated Jacob’s heart so he relied upon trickery.  
This man who we know is a supernatural being chose to wrestle Jacob, it wasn’t as if Jacob had a choice in the matter.
It’s as if this man came and picked a fight with Jacob. 
Gen 32:25 When he saw that he had not prevailed against him, he touched the socket of his thigh; so the socket of Jacob’s thigh was dislocated while he wrestled with him.
This match could have been over in a second but there is a reason for the prolonged battle.
For those of you who do not know this is a pre-incarnate Jesus Christ. 
Most Biblical scholars use the term theophany to describe God in a visible form and this is sometimes one of the descriptions as well.

God in the flesh is Jesus Christ.
Gen 32:26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the dawn is breaking.” But he said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.”
Jacob is now clear this is a supernatural event and he is in the midst of wrestling a man that may not be - just man.
Jacob is defeated but in survival mode, clinging on to this opponent and really seeking grace & mercy is what it implies. 
             REPEAT              ELABORATE
/Gen 32:27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 He said, “Your name shall no longer be Jacob, but Israel; for you have striven (sarah) with God and with men and have prevailed.”\
Israel means God’s power or God prevails – God’s power always prevails. 
SAR-RAH is a Hebrew verb for power that can prevail and also meaning royalty as in a prince – this means to endure through the battle to become a prince or royalty after great struggles!  

TLJC created Jacob – HE knew his name. 
This RF is a rhetorical question often used in the Bible for when God wants a point to be driven home.
The length of this grappling match was probably several hours we simply do not know.
Gen 32:29 Then Jacob asked him and said, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And he blessed him there.
Jacob knew this was God and there is a sense he just wanted to hear it out loud.
Jacob was already a Bel so that wasn’t the issue. Salvation by our effort is not the answer – no, this was a Bel caught up in a lifestyle of lies & reliance on his own power. 
Gen 32:30 So Jacob named the place Peniel, for he said, “I have seen God face to face, yet my life has been preserved.”
PIN-EL means the face of God. 
Gen 32:31 Now the sun rose upon him just as he crossed over Penuel, and he was limping on his thigh.
This was what we call a scar or injury for life.
Gen 32:32 Therefore, to this day the sons of Israel do not eat the sinew of the hip which is on the socket of the thigh, because he touched the socket of Jacob’s thigh in the sinew of the hip.

Let us close out with some solid principles pertaining to our lesson today.

/Gen 32:9-12 was the prayer that needed to occur before all the panic and human planning began. The protocol is to stand strong in your faith, recall the doctrine and scriptures, apply the word in the divine power of the Spirit and pray for God’s strength and guidance. Take a step back and rest in your faith and see what God allows to unfold for you.\ 
Jacob was so accustomed to relying on his own power, and really cosmic trickery to always have an edge over people that he had no spiritual strength to rely upon. 
When the day came for Jacob to have faith it was lacking! 

/The Bel who continues to rely upon cosmic viewpoint to problem solve and the flesh for strength will have no foundation in faith and no spiritual guidance in time of adversity. Bels need to recognize their calling in God’s plan and grow within that plan. Meaning the two power options are part of your lifestyle – filling power of God the Holy Spirit & BD circulating in your soul.\

/When a Bel continues to operate in their flesh and rely upon the cosmic systems norms & standards they set themselves up as opponents to God’s plan. There is a spiritual and mental wrestling match that sometimes extends over the course of months or years for the stubborn Bel. God respects free will so the end result may be very painful and have a lasting effect upon the obstinate Bel.\

/The men and women God has chosen as our examples are in scripture and they are riddled with failure and success, problems and victories. Ultimately God uses all kinds of people and circumstance, HIS plan remains perfect and finds the goal it set out to achieve. We complicate and frustrate the plan yet God accounts for this in eternity past. Our own repercussions & responsibility are realities within that divine structure.\ 
As we close I touch back on our current study in Matthew chapter 16;

/Mat 16:5 And the disciples came to the other side of the sea, but they had forgotten to bring any bread. 6 And Jesus said to them, “Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
They had lost sight of their responsibility in the plan and also neglected to fully understand BD that had already been taught to them.\
We all go through times of wrestling with God…failing to apply His word and lacking faith but it comes down to our lifestyle choices. The habitual walk we have with or without God that counts in the big picture.
Scripture tells us God looks at the heart – this speaks to motivation and what we focus on continually.
/1Sam 16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God sees not as man sees, for man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”\

As I often remind people everything is not what it seems on the surface.
God works in the invisible long before it becomes visible!
/Luk 16:15 And He said to them, “You are those who justify yourselves in the sight of men, but God knows your hearts; for that which is highly esteemed among men is detestable in the sight of God.\

/1Pet 3:4 but let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the imperishable quality of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is precious in the sight of God.\

Take your calling and responsibilities in God’s plan serious and your daily relationship serious. 
You will fail occasionally and have good days and bad days. 
Just continue to press forward and wash the sins and failure off with an eye on the future and an awareness that your position is secured for all of eternity. 

The Cross of Christ gave you everything you need to be a winner – rely upon that my friends.  
