Mat 212
Those who truly seek the Lord will never go hungry

We need to keep our RF in Northern California in prayer - Matthew & Kimberly and their family and friends are out in that area and the wildfires have been ripping thru there so please keep that in your prayers.

We will pick it back up in Matt 15 verse 32 where we left off last lesson.
As I noted the TLJC and His followers moved about a day’s journey east of the initial meeting with the Canaanite woman.

TLJC has moved toward the eastern side of the sea of Galilee in a Gentile region known as Decapolis. He has spent 3 days there healing and saving souls through HIS miracles and His words.

 This was sparked by the contact HE had with a Canaanite woman many miles away and now the result is a large gathering of positive Gentile people who for the most part, are probably all born again and saved.

They remain around our Lord because they are now not only healed and saved but are interested in a relationship with HIM.
We looked at real compassion last lesson and today I want us to look at the other principles within this scripture;

/Mat 15:32 And Jesus called His disciples to Him, and said, “I feel compassion for the people, because they have remained with Me now three days and have nothing to eat; and I do not want to send them away hungry, for they might faint on the way.”\
Mat 15:33 The disciples said to Him, “Where would we get so many loaves in this desolate place to satisfy such a large crowd?”
Mat 15:34 And Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” And they said, “Seven, and a few small fish.”

As I said last lesson we need to fully look at verse 32 before moving on because there was a lot here that God the HS has led me to dig up.

The Gentile Bels were interested in staying next to TLJC – they were hungry for what HE could teach them and desired fellowship with HIM.
This had to also awaken the Jewish disciples travelling with the Lord that the religious crowds of the Jews were attacking and rejecting HIM back home, but now these outsiders are being welcomed into the fold and showing a hunger for truth.

This had to be a great learning experience as well as the wake up call I mention to you in the last two lessons.

The wake up revolved around negative volition among the Jews.
This was an ongoing problem for the Jewish Bels that dated back to the Exodus generation. 
There was a history of rejecting intimacy with God, not staying close and seeking deeper knowledge from God - yet here we have heathens by all accounts who can’t get enough of TLJC.
You see even in our day and age a lot of Bels cross the salvation gateway and could care less to seek out deeper knowledge and intimacy with our Lord.

History seems to repeat itself and mankind’s attitudes stay very similar from one generation to the next.
We don’t often learn from our past mistakes!

It is the exact problem many Bels have today – they lack knowledge and true love of TLJC.
/Hos 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten the law of your God,
I also will forget your children.\

It starts with the teachers of the truth first and foremost, and it follows suit upon the people of God after that.
Lazy teachers and uniformed pastors breed lazy congregations and weak Bels.

Most Christians are more interested in music ministries and fellowship programs than true Bible study.
/Isa 1:3 “An ox knows its owner,
And a donkey its master’s manger,
But Israel (the Bel) does not know, My people do not understand.”
Isa 5:13 Therefore My people go into exile for their lack of knowledge;
And their honorable men are famished,
And their multitude is parched with thirst.\
There is such a thing as a spiritual famine.
Bels end up in captive to cosmic spirituality and infatuated with nonsense and fluff that comes from weak pulpits.
Lack of knowledge is a sign of a weak Bel and a congregation that will fall for all kinds of cosmic viewpoint and works programs. 
Academic laziness concerning the mind of Christ is a satanic agenda and weapon that is used inside churches and spiritual programs to keep a dumb down group of Bels satisfied. 
They stay busy with feel good messages, music ministries and fellowship groups that are filled with glitter and emotional junk food. 
       REPEAT

/Jer 4:22 “For My people are foolish,
They know Me not; They are stupid children and have no understanding.
They are shrewd to do evil, but to do good they do not know.”

Jer 5:3 O LORD, do not Your eyes look for truth? You have smitten them, But they did not weaken; You have consumed them, But they refused to take correction. They have made their faces harder than rock; They have refused to repent.\
Even when they hear the truth or get called out on their arrogance they stand in their stubbornness and will not turn to God and get in HIS word. 
/Jer 2:8 “The priests did not say, ‘Where is the LORD?’ And those who handle the law did not know Me; The rulers also transgressed against Me, And the prophets prophesied by Baal and
walked after things that did not profit.\
This speaks to the pastor-teachers.

Turn to 2 Corinthians chapter 4 RF.
This is telling all BELS… across all dispensations and what it tells us, is God seeks to give us knowledge from HIS word and training in HIS ways. 
It is of the utmost importance yet Bels reject it and live in cosmic beliefs and truthfully, what they live in is the same as Unbels.

 It is a system of Baal - the gods of Satan. Fallen angels are busy manipulating the minds of a lost and dying world and many Bels fall for this counterfeit system. 

The Bel is called to participate in the spiritual warfare after salvation this takes training & knowledge.

/2Pet 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
Eph 4:15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, even Christ,\

The call for all Bels is to gain spiritual momentum and grow up inside the plan of God.

God wants to bless us but many fall short in the capacity department and therefore they often do not receive everything God has put aside for them.

The heavens rejoice when a Bel gains SM and God can release escrow blessings in their lives. Just like the heavens rejoice every time an Unbel receives TLJC as their Lord & Savior.
God’s desire is to bless us but we stop portions of our own blessings by our negative decisions and not growing up and gaining the capacity for it!

Look what the Apostle Paul teaches here in 2Cornithians pertaining to how we react to hearing truth and gaining spiritual momentum. 

2Co 4:1 Therefore, since we have this ministry, as we received mercy, we do not lose heart,
/2Co 4:2 but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.\
Notice Paul is really stressing academic honesty here.
Because back then and more so today there were false teachers and men claiming to be teaching Christianity. 
Yet they had hidden agendas and manipulated the truth either on purpose or because of a lazy attitude about studying & teaching God’s word accurately. 
    REPEAT
2Co 4:3 And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,
/2Co 4:4 in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.\
This tells us a lot about how much power Satan and his fallen army really have.
Satan uses religion, false teachers and counterfeit systems to lure people away from the truth and sadly he does this with Bels as well.
2Co 4:5 For we do not preach ourselves but Christ Jesus as Lord, and ourselves as your bond-servants for Jesus’ sake.
Paul makes it clear there are no hidden agendas behind real Biblical teaching, no denominational dogma and greedy men who seek to manipulate the word of God.
The teaching is focused on TLJC and HIS mind!
/2Co 4:6 For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ.\
True knowledge that leads to wisdom comes from the mind of Christ and when we are filled with the HS and focused on HIS word we get an illumination from the scriptures – guidance, sound advice, warnings & deep knowledge.
Turn to Colossians chapter one with me.

The Gentile Bels who surrounded our Lord for 3 days were hungry for the truth.
 They wanted a closeness to HIM and were willing to sit day after day with little or no supplies to just be near HIM.

That is the heart that is hungry for truth.

It does not get distracted by outside forces and non-essentials, it is eager to sit at the feet of our Lord and listen.

Now from the Apostle Paul’s prison epistles we will read to the church at Colosse, and this was near the church of Laodicea, so the letters were directed to several churches in the area but the lead pastor for this area seemed to be Epaphras.
Epaphras was feeling overwhelmed because the area had gotten saturated with cosmic teachers - many were Gnostics, the intellectual giants of that era. 
Just goes to show that the men and women with the highest human I.Q. don’t have all the answers and God is not impressed with human I.Q. but with spiritual I.Q.

These Bels fell for the eloquent speech and mixture of oriental mysticism and Greek philosophy mixed with the truth of scripture. Again not much different than what we have today. Highly intelligent, eloquent teacher who dabble in cosmic viewpoint, social justice, big theatrics and add in some BD. 

Pick it up in verse nine;
/Col 1:9 For this reason also, since the day we heard of it, we have not ceased to pray for you and to ask that you may be filled with the knowledge of His will in all spiritual wisdom (pneumatikos sophia) and understanding,
Spiritual - related to the power of God the Holy Spirit which we inhale God’s knowledge from BD and we can exhale wisdom in our lives.\
NEW-MONTY-COSS      SO-FEE-AH
Paul is telling all Bels in this statement that understanding God’s plan and gaining spiritual knowledge is the only source of life we need to achieve. 

We can’t have a spiritual life outside of growing up in God’s plan. It is the most important part of your spiritual walk – gaining Biblical knowledge and learning to apply that word in your life, that is true spirituality.
And Paul goes on to say you will need a level of SM to walk in a manner that will bear the fruit of the Spirit.

/Col 1:10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;\
Increasing in knowledge. Habitual. 
Bearing the fruit of the Spirit in your life, and you see that if you want to please the Lord it points to spiritual growth, not emotional nonsense and rituals.  
Col 1:11 strengthened with all power, according to His glorious might, for the attaining of all steadfastness and patience; joyously
These qualities point us to the fruit of the Spirit that only a growing Bel can begin to display in their lives. 

Col 1:12 giving thanks to the Father, who has qualified us to share in the inheritance of the saints in Light.
Turn to Luke chapter 10 as we get ready to close.
/The Bel needs to have a heart that seeks the mind of Christ and an attitude that is alert for cosmic infiltration. The distraction and lies of Satan’s system are designed to dull our senses, cause confusion and wear us down. The Bel who begins to have intimacy with the world will soon lose interest in Christ.\
The two are polar opposites.

The Bel who can maintain a priority of intimacy with the Lord over intimacy with the cosmic system will grow toward SM. 

Luk 10:38 Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named Martha welcomed Him into her home.
/Luk 10:39 She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at the Lord’s feet, listening to His word.
Mary is interested in Bible Doctrine and focused on the Lord.\
This is what we noted in Matt 15:32 the Gentile Bels wanted to sit at the Lord’s feet and listen to His teaching and have fellowship with Him.
One of the reason the Gentiles quickly accepted TLJC after the Canaanite woman had her daughter healed was probably because these Gentile men & woman had not been deceived by a religious system, they were much more open to the Lord.
/Luk 10:40 But Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she came up to Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her to help me.”
This speaks to the details of life that keep us occupied.\
The subtle distractions in our life sometimes do more damage than the catastrophic event that catches us off guard.
Remember Satan works well with subtlety and twisting scripture. He is the master of the long game, disrupting and eroding our beliefs in a very sneaky way.
Luk 10:41 But the Lord answered and said to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many things;
/Luk 10:42 but only one thing is necessary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from her.”
Bible Doctrine in the soul is the foundation for your life. It is what will sustain you in this temporal life. It will open up your heavenly escrow blessings for you.\
So as we close we can note the large gathering of Gentile Bels are now staying there seeking intimacy with the Lord.
In Matt 15:32 there is a hungry crowd that was fed in more ways than one!

/Isa 49:10 “They will not hunger or thirst, Nor will the scorching heat or sun strike them down; For He who has compassion on them will lead them And will guide them to springs of water.\
Those who take in the word of God as a priority in their lives will never suffer a spiritual famine.

They will find refreshment and nutrition for their soul because TLJC will never leave them hungry or thirsty.

His words… once they are digested and accepted as the truth, they become the norms and standards of your life the strength and endurance you will receive will surpass anything mankind can offer you.
TLJC is said to be the word and also the bread of life…HE is our source of guidance & strength, growth and spiritual food we need.

/Jhn 6:35 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.
Jhn 6:51 “I am the living bread that came down out of heaven; if anyone eats of this bread, he will live forever; and the bread also which I will give for the life of the world is My flesh.”\
In John chapter 6 it repeatedly tells us TLJC is the bread of life & the source of our spiritual sustenance.
The present tense in the Greek here tells us HE is always our source of life. The flesh of Christ is the basis for salvation and HIS mind – the Bible, is spiritual our strength. 
/1Cor 10:17 Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread.
There is no other source of spiritual food except the mind of Christ.\


