2Thess #62
Babylon the empire of evil.

Today’s lesson will continue with a strong emphasis upon history as we left off last lesson looking at the formation of Babylon after the tower of babel.

The amount of important information I have gathered, needs a bit longer to get through. So, this will spill into one more message after today, before we return to 2Thessalonians chapter two.
You folks can go into the OT - into Ezekiel chapter 8 for now, we will get there shortly. 
Pagan cultures began the first religious structures and the only one to stand in opposition against all this evil, was the true Triune God which we know today under Christianity.
Throughout history God has always had a small pivot or positive remnant of Bels to carry HIS word forward.
Noah, Abraham, Moses and then Jacob’s son Joseph, are all great examples.  

The creation of mankind in the Garden was the work of the only true GOD – the same God who breathed life into the universe and created the earth is the original…every other god or religious system was designed and manipulated by Satan and the fallen angels.

Those systems and false gods were - and remain today, a tangled web of lies and counterfeits. It is purposely blurred and damaged throughout history in such a devious fashion, that if you do not adhere strictly to the original, you will be lost in a web of counterfeits and lies. 
                           REPEAT
/From the fall in the original Garden the offspring of Adam and Eve almost immediately went astray from truth. Most of them unwillingly and selfishly pursued interests and worship outside of the truth of the original Triune God. Several of the offspring became willing agents of Satan and that opened up the Genesis 6 disaster. (Nephilim) \

When Cain decided he was more interested in the serpent of the garden and self-promotion than a relationship with the TLJC it gave Satan the doorway he needed.
As we noted in recent lessons the sons of Noah after the flood, appeared to walk in a similar manner as the offspring of Adam and Eve – giving an opportunity again for false gods and religious systems… truthful, flat out evil – it gave Satan counterfeits a chance to stand strong once again on the earth.

Before the flood the whole population outside of Noah’s family were worshipping fallen angels and the Nephilim. Many had their own bloodlines altered from the wickedness of what occurred.
After the flood it became apparent that the same situation erupted again, as noted from our Tower of Babel study.

This gives way to the realization of how quickly Satan’s cosmic system spreads evil.
/Gal 5:9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.

1Cor 15:33 Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good morals.”\

As we began to notice from last lesson, even within the pure bloodline of Shem wickedness had overtaken them.
Terah, Abraham’s own father was a willing pawn of Nimrod’s religious system.

 /All ancient, pagan cultures began with polytheism, in these cultures you will see the same structure. One male god (father), one virgin woman who was the mother of a god, and a son of the mother who was impregnated from the main god. From this usually sprang forth many gods – children of gods. Only one Christian religion puts a divine emphasis on a mother GOD (virgin Mary), that is from Catholic doctrine. There is only ONE true God known in 3 distinct persons – Father, Son & Holy Spirit.\
Everything else is a counterfeit and designed by Satan to confuse and distract from the truth.

There is no feminine God, it is a lie and it was taken from the fact that God the HS has a nurturing or gentle nature of guidance and teaching. At times the HS is even seen as protector of our souls.
Just because we see feminine tendencies within the HS does not give way to approve of any female version of GOD. Be very careful of that false doctrine. 

The mystery religion is polytheism that has deeply rooted secrets that have not been given to the masses, deep within it is a destruction of God’s 4 divine establishments. It is very deceptive and cleverly cloaked.
In the end it all leads to Satan.
                      REPEAT
The Tower of Babel is a very important symbol in the occult world, even today.
It illustrates rebellion against God also a subtle destruction to the original masculinity and femininity God gave to mankind. 
By that I mean two genders! 

/The Bible does not explain in detail what was going on with Canaan and Cush, yet we can see from a detailed study that a rebellious nature is apparent in both men. Canaan and possibly Ham sexual assaulted the marriage bed of Noah (Gen 9). Cush fathered Nimrod (Nephilim) who led a rebellion against GOD. These 3 rebellious men brought forth cities, towns and empires embedded with evil and perverse rituals.\ 
This is often viewed by certain theologians as the line from Cain.

I believe that holds some truth in it!
As a religious system, Babylon came into being long before Christianity, but in a Satanic counterfeit it anticipated the coming true Messiah. 
Satan was in the garden – he knew or at least had a clue, of what was coming from the declaration of Gen 3:15.

/According to history and religious legend, the Babylonian religion was founded by the wife of Nimrod, named Semiramis (spellings may differ from certain cultures). She was a high priestess or goddess; she gave birth to a son who was conceived miraculously. The son, named Tammuz, was considered a god and savior. There are even ancient writings (hieroglyphics) and artifacts depicting the mother goddess and baby in her arms.\ 

The mother Semiramis holding the savior-infant Tammuz, predates Christianity, meaning the virgin birth of Christ.
 It was written that as a young man Tammuz, was killed by a wild beast or creature during a hunt or a battle and then miraculously brought back to life. 
This virgin birth and resurrected savior story is woven in ancient cultures and always attributed to a set of gods who control or created the world. 

It is often used to throw a shadow of doubt on the virgin birth of Christ.

It appears that at some point Nimrod disappears or dies and there are some interesting stories behind that. Yet for now, let us understand that the cities and temples he erected became the driving factor of influence behind many cultures and empires afterward.

During the war of KINGS in Genesis 14, you get a taste of what was happening amongst evil leaders. The ones all around these territories and that stalled out the Babylon Empire from growing to quickly.
/Bel or Baal was a Canaanite version for the Babylonian Tammuz story. With a few different spin-offs it was the early counterfeit to the coming truth of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Bible makes specific mention of some of the features of the false religion of Babylon. Keeping in mind the BAAL system seems to have added or spun off a few new gods, the stories remained in history and BAAL became the dominate force.\

Some 800 years or more after the Exodus generation fled Egypt, you still see a strong presence of the original storyline that came out of the Nimrod generation.
   
Now in Ezekiel chapter 8, what we will see is a vision of what had been happening in the Northen kingdom of Israel and what was about to unfold in the southern tribe of Judah. 
Keep in mind this is a time when Babylon power reached a peak and had already come across the landscape – this is after Daniel was taken into captivity.
/King Nebuchadnezzar had taken some 10,000 of the elite among the Jews during his first siege and transplanted them to Babylon in an attempt to weaken Judea and prevent it from rebelling. Daniel, Ezekiel and Ezra were believed to be taken among the first siege. When the full captivity of the nation of Israel occurred the evil within Babylon rituals and religions drew in many of the elders and leaders of Israel.\

Eze 8:6 And He said to me, “Son of man, do you see what they are doing, the great abominations which the house of Israel are committing here, so that I would be far from My sanctuary? But yet you will see still greater abominations!”
What was happening and what would happen was that the Babylonian Empire conquered many of these areas. As they did, they allowed the homes and temples that had not been destroyed to remain but it was all under Babylonian authority.
Eze 8:7 Then He brought me to the entrance of the courtyard, and when I looked, behold, a hole in the wall.
/Eze 8:8 And He said to me, “Son of man, now dig through the wall.” So I dug through the wall, and behold, an entrance.

The rituals and temples in Babylon were now intermingled with the temple of GOD. Babylonian temples had many back rooms or hidden areas for prostitution and sacrifice or perversions.\

To dig a hole in the wall and to look deeper inside was the analogy of seeing what truly goes on within the deeper portions of the temples. 
The tunnels and hidden back rooms.
Eze 8:9 Then He said to me, “Go in and see the wicked abominations that they are committing here.”
Keep in mind this is a vision of what was already beginning to happen and what would continue to happen during Babylonian captivity.
/A loose formation of the Sanhedrin (leaders & elders) began during captivity. Designed to keep the priesthood and temple traditions alive, it quickly turned into a love affair with Babylonian rituals and idols. This would also begin the tradition of the Talmud - a set of rules, teachings and deep wisdom that was heavily influenced by Babylonian religion.\  
The written version of the Talmud or at least the first version of it, came later like the solidifying of the Sanhedrin around the time of the Maccabean revolt - 165 BC.
/Eze 8:10 So I entered and looked, and behold, every form of crawling things (remeś) and animals and detestable things (šeqeṣ), with all the idols of the house of Israel, were carved on the wall all around.

This is speaking of a horrific vision of serpents and creatures indescribable as well as idolatry or gods of Babylon.\
RAH-MESS, is often used in ancient Hebrew to describe reptiles, such as snakes or occasionally even bugs.
SHEC-ETTS, speaks to false gods and idols that are an abomination to the true GOD.
The best description I can tell you is a hidden chamber where satanic rituals take place. 
                              REPEAT
Eze 8:11 And standing in front of them were seventy elders of the house of Israel, with Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan standing among them, each man with his censer in his hand; and the fragrance of the cloud of incense was rising.  (YAZ-ANN-YA)
/Jaazaniah (Jehovah hears) – a highly respected leader in the tribe Judah.
 Shaphan – a secretary and high-ranking scribe of king Josiah of Judah.
The elders and leaders of Israel became fond of the Babylonian perversions and it is believed they entered into intimate relationships with the prostitutes and priests of the Babylon religion.\  
Keep in mind the temple prostitutes were all very young – boys and girls.
Ranging from age 10 or 12… to 25 or 35 years old.
Eze 8:12 Then He said to me, “Do you see, son of man, what the elders of the house of Israel are doing in the dark, each man in the rooms of his carved images? For they say, ‘The LORD does not see us; the LORD has abandoned the land.’”

Eze 8:13 And He said to me, “Yet you will see still greater abominations which they are committing!”
/Eze 8:14 Then He brought me to the entrance of the gate of the LORD’S house which was toward the north; and behold, women were sitting there weeping for Tammuz.

The counterfeit savior, also associated with Isthar, goddess of fertility and sexual powers.\
There were only a few spots in the original language where this son of Nimrod is highlighted - but it is very clear in this scripture.
Eze 8:15 And He said to me, “Do you see this, son of man? Yet you will see still greater abominations than these

/Eze 8:16 Then He brought me into the inner courtyard of the LORD’S house. And behold, at the entrance to the temple of the LORD, between the porch and the altar, were about twenty-five men with their backs to the temple of the LORD while their faces were toward the east; and they were prostrating themselves eastward toward the sun.

Bowing in repetitive prayer to the god of the sun or sky gods, similar to what followers of Mohammad would adopt thousands of years later.\

Eze 8:17 And He said to me, “Do you see this, son of man? Is it a trivial thing for the house of Judah to commit the abominations which they have committed here, that they have filled the land with violence and provoked Me to anger repeatedly? Yet behold, they are putting the twig to their nose!
The twig or piercing in the nose was a symbol of pagan jewelry, it is believed some of these were priests and temple workers who willing partook of the rituals.
Ezekiel was a priest and a prophet and this was a shocking vision for him.
Eze 8:18 “Therefore, I indeed will deal in wrath. My eye will have no pity nor will I spare; and though they cry out in My ears with a loud voice, yet I will not listen to them.”
/The origin of false gods and counterfeit doctrines as well as man-made religion is all traceable through the line of Cain and then Nimrod. It is seen in many circles as the true and accurate history. Even though it skews and counterfeits the word of GOD and the person and work of The Lord Jesus Christ. The agents and seeds of Satan today, sit across the world in many seats of influence and power. When they speak of god or even Jesus Christ they are not speaking about the one true God or the true LORD and Savior.\

