James #112
Be diligent in Divine Humility.

Reminder about DISCORD.
Open up today in Ephesians chapter four RF. Our current study in James is anchored in;
/Jam 1:21 Therefore, ridding yourselves  of all filthiness and all that remains of wickedness, in humility receive the word implanted, which is able to save your souls.

The first call is to rid yourself of sin (wash yourself clean), then to become humble enough to be teachable.\ 
Through consistent perception, metabolization, and application of Bible doctrine arrogance in the soul is brought into submission or humbled.

/Once we have had a period of real focus on BD in true humility, then we can have spiritual strength and consistency. This will blend with our NEW Nature while the filling of the Holy Spirit, guides toward grace orientation, personal love for God the Father, impersonal love for all mankind, a personal sense of destiny, and occupation with Christ. It starts with REBOUND and allowing the HS to fill you with the new nature, then pivoting deeply into BD.\  

Many of you know this epistle to Ephesus was one of the 4 prison letters from the Apostle Paul. Notice who he recognized as his warden; 
/Eph 4:1 Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, urge you to walk (peripateō) in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,

Present tense, keep marching and moving forward in this manner. This is the manner you were called into! \
Notice - a PRISONER of the Lord… even within prison I am in HIS plan, not human plans.
PERRI-PET-OH, to walk with purpose or great focus, it was a term for soldiers to march with a purpose. To conduct or regulate yourself, become occupied with the right thing done in the right way. 

It also meant to maintain or dwell in that formation.
To walk is in the active voice, which is pointing to us…the responsibility is on each one of us.
This walking, or pattern of moving forward in the plan of God speaks to our predestination and election.

Exactly how are Christians called to walk? 
Not in nonsense and emotions. 
Not in cosmic system ideologies, or false doctrines. 
Verse two gives us the goals;
Eph 4:2 with all humility and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one another in love,
/Eph 4:2 – humility (tapeinophrosynē);
This is true modesty not humiliation, it is a relaxed mental attitude of God’s grace working in your life. It is to willingly remove any attitude of arrogance.
Gentleness – (prautēs); to have a mild nature, a meekness without weakness. It is a kindness not a soft attitude that is afraid offend anyone, or stand strong when needed.\ 
TO-PINE-AH-SOON-AA, which we already looked at as simply a calling to walk in the grace of GOD with a spirit of calmness and proper modesty, not humiliation and shame. In fact, one of the Greek root words means -understanding, to have a good sense of self and understanding of who we are. 
PROUD-ACE, having a mild nature, a meekness that is gentle not abrasive.
It means having a nature that brings forth kindness and compassion, this is speaking to spiritual maturity. 

This one - is one of those lessons, that hit me over the head long before I had to teach it to you all!! 
/Eph 4:3 being diligent (spoudazō) to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

Present tense – keep on being diligent, very focused with intention. Active voice – the Bel must take responsibility to maintain this.\ 
SPO-DOD-ZO, this Greek verb I have covered many times before, this means a serious intent. This is carefully handled and having great focus.

It is not careless or casual.

Eph 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you also were called in one hope of your calling;
Your election and predestination are in Christ, that is your true calling – we must keep walking in our union with HIM.
/This is why unity of doctrinal understanding matters. We can never grow as a BODY and really make a difference in the devil’s world, if we are all spun off and confused on the WORD. The division of denominational dogma and false teaching is a victory for Satan. He knew this very early in human history and this is why the original assembly and foundation the apostles established came under heavy demonic assault.\   

Groups like the Gnostics, Sanhedrin and false teachers were constantly infiltrating the early church.
This is where we got all the denominations and false teaching from. 
 
Our unity comes from the singular truth just as verse 5 emphases. 
Eph 4:5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, (baptism of God the HS)
ONE truth of the mind of Christ.
Eph 4:6 one God and Father of all who is over all and through all and in all.
Eph 4:7 But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ’s gift.
The gifts given for the CA are in verse 11; Apostles first…then prophets to help finish the completed canon of scripture, then evangelists and pastor-teachers.
This is where we grow and learn in the CA.
                             REPEAT
Jump over to Romans 12 which blends nicely with this exact lesson on the true humility we all should strive for.
This takes a conscious decision every day to put on the New Nature and walk forward in it. When you fail and fall, wash it clean and get back on track.
There is no time for wallowing in humiliation and shame. 
This has to be a steady walk and positive attitude of forward motion.
/Col 3:12 So, as those who have been chosen of God, holy and beloved, put on a heart of compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness, and patience; 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving each other, whoever has a complaint against anyone; just as the Lord forgave you, so must you do also.\
Jesus Christ is predestined for glory and HE is the only elected one…we are in union with HIM. Therefore, we must make choices from His nature, not our flesh. 
TO PUT ON a heart that has kindness, compassion and forgiveness, we must understand all that we have been forgiven and how fragile we are every day.
We must make the effort to have positive volition toward the word by the power of the HS.
                         REPEAT

/Rom 12: 9 Love must be free of hypocrisy. Detest what is evil; cling to what is good.

Divine Love (virtue) is free of hypocrisy, it is not comfortable near, or seeking out that which is evil. It is attracted to Divine Good.\
That is the LOVE of Jesus Christ.
Rom 12:10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give preference to one another in honor,
This aligns with the Royal Family Honor Code. We are called into a higher calling among one another.
/Rom 12:11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;

Notice once again, the reminder about having a serious focus. The responsibility falls upon YOU for own growth and journey into SM.\
There is no such thing as having Spiritual Maturity drop in your lap by praying and occasionally reading your bible.
In fact, many people attend church regularly and depending upon what they are listening to and how serious they are about being filled by God the HS, they remain babes in the plan of GOD, sometimes for ten or twenty years or longer. 
                          REPEAT
Rom 12:12 rejoicing in hope, persevering in tribulation, devoted to prayer,
Rom 12:13 contributing to the needs of the saints, practicing hospitality.

/The misconception that the pastor or the church is a place of personal counselling, financial assistance or community outreach has been blown way out of proportion. The congregation is to learn and grow under accurate teaching. The pastor is called to DILIGENTLY study and teach! The congregation is to grow into maturity to be the assistance and helping hand within their community.\   
Occasionally a pastor or church can be the helping hand for a crisis.
Yet the true calling for a pastor-teacher is to study and teach. There are outreach ministries and homeless shelters, or community programs developed by Christians that are wonderful and exactly the calling for many Bels to embark upon.
If you don’t understand the true calling of real, bible teaching pastors and accurate doctrinal ministries, you end up involved in works-based ministries. In religion not a relationship.  
                       REPEAT
If this is you…this type of Divine Humility is probably very foreign to you…studying and focusing on the WORD is not your priority.
The end result is you will struggle with verses such as verse 12 into verse 18.                         
Rom 12:14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.
Rom 12:15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.
This is especially focused on the RF.
If you can’t have this attitude with RF it will never happen with others.
/Rom 12:16 Be of the same mind toward one another; do not be haughty in mind, but associate with the lowly. Do not be wise in your own estimation.

This is all coming from a soul structure (thoughts, knowledge) that has developed a skill set of humility which leads to being teachable and open for growth.\ 
Rom 12:17 Never repay evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all people.
Rom 12:18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all people.
Sometimes this is not possible – remember you are never called to be a doormat for everyone to wipe their feet on, thinking that is true humility is foolishness. 

Sometimes we have to just walk away from negativity. 
Every circumstance is different.
Self-defense and protection of the innocent is the only time we must stand and fight. 
The person with true humility knows how to deal with these types of circumstances. 
Rom 12:19 Never take your own  revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written: “VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY,” says the Lord.
(From Proverbs 25:21-22)

/Rom 12:20 “BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM; IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNIN COALS ON HIS HEAD.”

IF is a 3rd class condition – there is a probability of this. In life we will probably encounter those who attack us and they may be in need of help someday. We are to not use that as opportunity for revenge.\ 
This had a dual meaning in the ancient world – heaping of coals, could mean your kindness puts heat upon their conscience. It burns in their thoughts – it also meant, you assisted an enemy who was out in the cold, by helping build them a fire with your coals. 
Either way, it meant you helped out and your kindness would burn within them as a reminder of their own bitterness.
  
/Rom 12:21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

Divine GOOD is BD applied by means of the HS and that is the one weapon that reduces evil. Divine Good applied by a mature Believer can change lives, bring forth a peace where animosity was burning everything down.\ 
/In Biblical humility, the independence of human power and cosmic system ideologies are reduced to nothing. Dependence on the power and ability of God are increased through the function of grace. This becomes real grace in action within the Christian way of life. At the point of faith in Christ, you reduced yourself to a state of total humility. It is a basic formula we practice and hone, every time we submit to the justice of God and turn to HIS word.\ 
There is no magic bullet or secret formula to have God’s grace shining forth in your life toward others…even the unlovely and your enemies. 
Just as there is no magic bullet or secret formula to advancing in the plan of God and even advancing in life – at work, in your family or among friends.

It begins with having humility to face your sins and prioritize your relationship with Christ – reaching forth into HIS mind habitually. 
/1Pet 5:6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, so that He may exalt you at the proper time, 7 having cast all your anxiety on Him, because He cares about you.\

Living a lifestyle where the two power options of the filling power of the Spirit and the Word are consistent, priorities in your life, will be the difference between becoming a winner or a loser Bel. It will be the formula to push you into SM as an invisible hero of the CA.

/Jam 4:10 Humble yourselves in the presence of the Lord, and He will exalt you.

Biblical humility is not a lifestyle of self- criticism or accepting the judgment of others to dictate your strength or weakness. It is the mandate that precedes any effective use of a problem- solving device. This means that humility is a system of divine viewpoint related to grace orientation and occupation with Christ.\


