2Thess #43
Jesus Christ will crush the antichrist!

We will do the Lord’s Supper at the end of the message so please be prepared.

We close this series out today but will be touching into other aspects of the antichrist in coming lessons.

As we close this series on the antichrist for the moment let us look at the name he is often referenced under;
/Son of perdition – speaks to destruction, the complete loss of liberty, well-being and truth. It is really the opposite of salvation. To call him the son of perdition means his character is marked by this destruction. It means he accepts his own destruction as he brings destruction and chaos unto others. Jesus Christ brings eternal salvation, truth and light – Jesus Christ is a healer and calming presence. The counterfeit will be the exact opposite once he is revealed.\


In our study of end time prophecy, we focus on the "Second Coming of Christ," sometimes forgetting that there are three other comings of "individuals" that are just as momentous as Christ's coming. The first is that of Antichrist, and then the false prophet and the other is Satan, himself.
The false prophet is believed to appear before the antichrist and will be the catalyst that directs attention toward the antichrist. 

In both the Old and the New Testament we are told of a mysterious and terrible person that shall be revealed in the last days. 

He is described under different names and aliases, and it is only by a careful examination and comparison of these names, and the person they describe that we see that they refer to one and the same individual. 
/Isa 14:3  And it will be on the day when the LORD gives you rest from your hardship, your turmoil, and from the harsh service in which you have been enslaved, 4 that you will take up this taunt against the king of Babylon, and say, “How the oppressor has ceased, And how the onslaught has ceased!\

Many scholars believe several of the OT kings and military leaders were possessed by Satan. 
Giving us a preview of the future antichrist. 
The king of Babylon was a title held by Satan at one historic point.
/Isa 14: “How you have fallen from heaven, You star of the morning (hêlēl), son of the dawn! You have been cut down to the earth, You who defeated the nations!

Satan is being called out and this will go on to display the 5 ‘I will’s’ of Satan. One of Satan’s titles – “light-bearer” (Lucifer)\
HEY-LEL, is a title of a shining or bright one, which angels are called beings of illumination. The higher the rank angel the greater the illumination is one explanation.  
Satan has been successful in controlling, manipulating and overthrowing nations and cultures, since the fall he perpetrated on humanity in the original garden. 

Keep in mind when Satan has his hand on leadership it will always reflect his true nature and his true agenda eventually.

Even if it begins very subtly or inconsequentially, the true evil and anti-GOD defiance always comes to the surface.

/Dan 8:23 “And in the latter period of their dominion, When the wrongdoers have run their course, A king will arise, Insolent and skilled in intrigue. 24 “And his power will be mighty, but not by his own power, And he will destroy to an extraordinary degree And be successful and do as he pleases; He will destroy mighty men and the holy people.

Daniel spoke of a coming Greek leader Antiochus Epiphanes and also of the coming antichrist. This Hellenistic king (after Alexander) was a brutal dictator who was known for his violent and insane nature.\
Notice - the wrong doers have had their run, in other words – the evil of mankind has run its course and now a wicked leader will rule over them. 
Both Antiochus Epiphanes, and the future antichrist have striking similarities – some scholars believe either Satan himself, or one of his high-ranking angels, took possession over the Greek king during his reign. 

/Daniel chapter 7 & 8 we see the little horn arising from the nations as a dictator. Daniel 8:23 referencing a king who was brutally fierce that came to power (175 BC – 164 BC)  just as Daniel predicted after the death of Alexander the Great. Dan 9:26 the antichrist is noted as a prince yet to come. You will note a re-occurring theme, as when Satan or his army controls leadership the level of evil increases to a crescendo over time.\ 
Daniel called all the four empires rise and collapse in incredible accuracy.
In doing so he was also pointing thousands of years into the future when the Tribulation period would unfold.

Daniel 11 gives great detail of the four leaders who attempted to fill the shoes of Alexander the Great after his death.
The Antichrist of the end times and King Antiochus Epiphanes of the Hellenistic Greek culture, are referenced as very similar in their personalities and that is because it is from a satanic presence in their lives.  

/Dan 11:36 “Then the king will do as he pleases, and he will exalt himself and boast against every god and will speak dreadful things against the God of gods; and he will be successful until the indignation is finished, because that which is determined will be done.

The arrogant king (tyrant) Antiochus Epiphanes, is cut from the same demonic fabric as the coming man of perdition.\
Turn to 1John chapter two RF.

Our study in the NT – 2Thess chapter two, we know him as the man of lawlessness - the man of sin and destruction. 

Every leader in history who has been touched by demonic forces or accepted the agenda of Satan. Has corrupted and devastated the city, nation or military that he was stationed over. 

Corruption and evil are extremely contagious, especially if the leadership is the one initiating it.
                            REPEAT
The Apostle John had about a half dozen churches he was overseeing. Most of them were non-face to face teaching, they rarely sat with the Apostle John face to face. Some congregation members never even met him, yet he was their spiritual leader and teacher.

John’s writing from these three letters into the book of Revelation, was designed to reach out to all churches, especially the ones he personal was overseeing. 
In this section in particular, the Apostle John is addressing staying in the PPOG and avoiding the counterfeits and lies circulating in the land.
/1Jhn 2:15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him.

The influence of the cosmic system is all woven into the beast system building into the 7 years of Tribulation. Therefore, the warning is for Bels to never become intimate with it! \
We are called to live in it and evangelize and shine our light within it.
Walk in our new nature into our personal sense of destiny in the temporal, with a clear view and intention on our heavenly citizenship. 
As you grow spiritually you become less intimate with the things of the world and more intimate with Christ. 
/1Jo 2:16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.

Since the fall in the Garden the world system has been slowly and methodically infiltrated and manipulated to reflect Satan’s ideology. \
When we are able to look at pure nature and when we see a Bel applying real grace. Or we see genuine forgiveness and healing we recognize the beauty and splendor of our GOD.
But all the distractions of our fast-paced society, anger and antagonism, bigotry and deception, crime or greed and perversions – we are well aware of Satan’s presence. 

/1Jo 2:17 The world is passing away and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God continues to live forever.

The two-fold will of God the Father is first accept Christ as Lord and savior, then grow in grace and knowledge of Christ which leads to fulfilling the WORD of God.\
All Bels are going to heaven because they have fulfilled the first and most important part of the will of God the Father – faith alone in Christ alone.

The Apostle John is emphasizing standing in the gap and growing into maturity as the world itself is becoming more engulfed in evil.  
Then you are living in your position in time.              REPEAT
You are experiencing an eternal life in the temporal - one with great value and blessings because you are walking in your position. 
1Jo 2:18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have appeared; from this we know that it is the last hour.
No one knew the exact person of the antichrist nor the date of the Rapture of the church. 

What was obvious back then and should be today is the world is being prepared for the Tribulation by the construction of a Satanic system. 
The world is filled with counterfeits and religion is the ace trump card of Satan!
/1Jo 2:19 They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be evident that they all are not of us.

Counterfeit Christians are everywhere, most are lost and confused Unbels. Yet there are some who act as agents of Satan either willingly or ignorantly.\ 

We will close in Matthew chapter ten RF and then do the Lord’s supper.
We are given everything we need within our union with Christ to understand all these deceptions.
We are given the mind of Christ and power of God the HS to stand strong in the face of evil.
We have forty grace given at salvation to increase faith, strength and spiritual power.

/Mat 10:16 Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves; so be as wary as serpents, and as innocent as doves. 17 “But be on guard against people, for they will hand you over to the courts and flog you in their synagogues;\
Jesus was warning not just the apostles RF – HE was speaking to the whole CA congregation!
The battle is real – spiritual warfare and unjust and unfair treatment are par for the course.
/Mat 10:18 and you will even be brought before governors and kings on My account, as a testimony to them and to the Gentiles.

Jesus clearly taught that religious systems, government and the judicial systems may all be set against us.\
This beast system is all around us it has been erected for thousands of years.
/Mat 10:19 “But when they hand you over, do not worry about how or what you are to say; for what you are to say will be given you in that hour. 20 “For it is not you who are speaking, but it is the Spirit of your Father who is speaking in you.

When you are an uneducated Bel who has not been operating from a place of spiritual strength (2 power options), this is when we crumble under the pressure.\

Jesus Christ has secured all of our victories. All we need is our relationship with HIM aligned properly and we can stand against cosmic pressures.
As we prepare for the LORD’s Supper keep in mind…
/The death, burial, resurrection, ascension and then the session of Jesus Christ ensured victory on every level. The payment for sin upon the cross. The resurrection ensuring our own eternal security in resurrected bodies. The ascension pointing to HIS eternal glory and the first fruit into heaven which we are guaranteed to follow. The session the finality of all prophecy and judgment secured placing our enemies under our feet as a footstool. The right hand of the throne is the place of inheritance. We share in all of Christ victories!!\  

Jesus Christ has given everything for our success and yet many have little or no time for HIM.

There is no loss in the end for the BELIEVER – we are the victor because HE is the victor.
His Royality is your Royality – His power and mind are yours right now in time.

Let us never forget and always lift HIM on high! 
1Cor 11:2For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread;
1Co 11:24 and when He had given  thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”

In remembrance of our LORD let us eat the bread.

1Co 11:25 In the same way HE also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
1Co 11:26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.

Let us drink the cup.

Let us pray…amen. 



