Mat 161
Arrogant pride brings long term misery
PRAYER??

Last lesson;
/The examples we noted – King Uzziah, King Saul and Sarah display the lasting effect of a pride that many times God allows to remain as examples or woven into HIS plan to be used fulfilling the principle of - turning a curse into a blessing later on.\
When you fail in an area God can restore you and make everything fresh and new but when we refuse to accept HIS will…HIS timing and HIS plan we often have misery or a problem brought in our lives that can have long term effects. 
Remember - God’s mercy is for our past mistakes and God’s grace gives us the strength for today going forward into the future. But you have to accept God’s word and live in the new nature consistently.
Now God is all about turning a curse into a blessing but don’t think that HE will immediately remove something or change something, once you have final turned back toward HIM.
Maybe HE will… maybe HE won’t.

One example may be a crime you committed and now you have turned back toward God….now maybe God will minimize the punishment but your crime hurt someone else or broke a law and there are consequences to that.
That points us back to our recent study on God’s divine institutions. 

The Bel who is gaining momentum in the plan of God recognizes the scriptures and lessons like this;
/Pro 8:13 “The fear (respect) of the LORD is to hate evil; Pride and arrogance and the evil way and the perverted mouth, I hate.
The Bel inside the plan of God will have respect for God therefore pride - arrogance and sins of the tongue will have almost no fertile ground to grow in that soul structure.\
The Bel who is gaining momentum inside God’s plan has spiritual growth and that in turn keeps them awake and aware of arrogance and the subtly of their own OSN;
/Pro 11:2 When pride comes, then comes dishonor, but with the humble is wisdom.
Pro 16:18 Pride goes before destruction,
And a haughty spirit before stumbling.\
 Turn to Proverbs chapter 6 with me.

The Bel who begins to mature realizes very early on that allowing the OSN room to grow everyday only puts you two steps back in your spiritual growth.
At some point during your spiritual walk you really begin to recognize the OSN and how the cosmic system is geared toward always inflaming it.
BD and the principles surrounding the filling power of the HS begin to finally have a daily application in your life.

That is a Bel who starts to understand that a humble spirit is a teachable spirit;
/Pro 29:23 A man's pride will bring him low, but a humble spirit will obtain honor.
Jam 4:5 Or do you think that the Scripture speaks to no purpose: “He jealously desires the Spirit which He has made to dwell in us”? 6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, “GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE.”\

Look at Proverbs 6 in verse 16 where we can see the issue of the OSN that Bels should be aware of. 
It always starts with the arrogance of thought first…way before any action takes place the problem is in the mind!
Pro 6:16 There are six things which the LORD hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him:
/Pro 6:17 Haughty (ruwm) eyes, a lying tongue, and hands that shed innocent blood, 18 A heart (mind) that devises wicked plans, feet that run rapidly to evil,
A high look (inside the soul) to be lifted up over others (prideful).\
ROOM - has about 6 different meanings and this is written in the Hebrew (QAL) CAL stem to mean a high or arrogant attitude…remember the eyes in scripture often are analogy for the soul what a man thinks in his soul.   REPEAT

The word for evil is RAH which is often used even for what we call mischief! 
It is anything that is opposite of the purity of the word of God. Those who get involved in others business (busybody) and those who promote agendas that are not pure.    REPEAT 
The person who is quick to gossip and gets involved in sins of the tongue.
/Pro 6:19 A false witness who utters lies,
And one who spreads strife among brothers. 20  My son, observe the commandment of your father
And do not forsake the teaching of your mother;\
Strife is that Hebrew word – MED-DON which is a form of grievance or contention between people. 
This speaks to escalating a bad situation or even being the cause of it in the first place.      ELABOARTE 
Every one of these sins start in the mind first…arrogant thoughts…wrong motivation. 
GOD LOOKS AT THE HEART- 1Sam 16:7
/Pro 6:21 Bind them continually on your heart; Tie them around your neck. 22 When you walk about, they will guide you; When you sleep, they will watch over you; And when you awake, they will talk to you.
Bible Doctrine saturated in the soul of a Bel is invaluable, a treasure to be kept close to our heart. \
In fact, the Bel who uses BD consistently will not suffer from the sin of pride overtaking them. They may have a few bouts with pride here and there…we all do… but they are not ruled by that sin in their lives.       REPEAT
Turn to Genesis chapter 19 with me.
Living outside the plan of God for an extended time and certainly living a lifestyle of pride will always result in long term misery.

I want you to realize the word of God has many historic events and stories that depict those who follow the plan of God having greater success and blessings then those who thumb their nose at the plan of God and live in arrogance.
I have showed you a few and let me shine a light on another…the Moabites.
/Jer 48:29 “We have heard of the pride of Moab—he is very proud— Of his haughtiness, his pride, his arrogance and his self-exaltation.
The Moabites were known for their assaults on the nation of Israel and following the gods of BAAL.\
They dominated the area on the east side of the Red Sea and legend has it they were under the rule of ancient giants at one point…which we know may well be Nephilim or the blood line of fallen angels. 
The Moabites would not have come into existence if not for the negative decisions of an apostate Bel named Lot.
/Gen 19:29 And it came to pass, when God destroyed the cities of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of the midst of the overthrow, when he overthrew the cities in the which Lot dwelt.\
Sodom & Gomorrah were destroyed and yet the relatives of Abraham were spared…blessing by association.
Lot was a BEL who chose to live a cosmic lifestyle. Lot chose pleasing his wife over pleasing God.
Lot’s wife is one of the people turned to a pillar of salt when they kept looking backward at the city….this was because she didn’t want to leave…she liked the wicked lifestyle and cosmic cities of sin.

ELABORATE
Gen 19:30 And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the mountain, and his two daughters with him; for he feared to dwell in Zoar: and he dwelt in a cave, he and his two daughters.
Gen 19:31 And the firstborn said unto the younger, Our father is old, and there is not a man in the earth to come in unto us after the manner of all the earth:
This falls on Lot because he made the rules in his household or perhaps his wife did….??? 
Either way these girls were not operating in faith or concerned about their relationship with God.
[image: Unchecked Copy Box]Gen 19:32 Come, let us make our father drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father.
Gen 19:33 And they made their father drink wine that night: and the firstborn went in, and lay with her father; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose.
LOT needed to take responsibility for this behavior…between his daughters being deceitful and Lot being lazy in his role as the leader that is how this came to happen.
Gen 19:34 And it came to pass on the morrow, that the firstborn said unto the younger, Behold, I lay yesternight with my father: let us make him drink wine this night also; and go thou in, and lie with him, that we may preserve seed of our father.
Gen 19:35 And they made their father drink wine that night also: and the younger arose, and lay with him; and he perceived not when she lay down, nor when she arose.

Ladies and gentlemen, it appears that our hero LOT was a willing participant!
I don’t know about you men out there but it doesn’t seem like this was a forced scenario and I think most of the men listening to my voice would find this very disgusting and disturbing.

Gen 19:36 Thus were both the daughters of Lot with child by their father.
/Gen 19:37 And the firstborn bare a son, and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites unto this day.\
Gen 19:38 And the younger, she also bare a son, and called his name Benammi: the same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day.
I can tell you the Moabites and Ammonites both rejected the one true God of Israel and chose the cosmic system and false gods and set themselves up as enemies against the nation of Israel.
Quite a ripple effect from two nights of drunken lust and twisted perversion. Why wouldn’t God remove these two babies who would later on start tribes of evil Unbels??

Lot could have stayed closer to uncle Abraham & aunty Sarah and been part of the blessing and positive pivot in that historical setting. 
Lot could have moved once he saw the wickedness of the city of Sodom and Gomorrah…instead he embraced that cosmic city and became a council member.       CHOICES!!!
What I can tell everyone…BEL or UNBEL your daily choices and actions all have consequences that God will allow because free will and freedom was incorporated into the plan of God in eternity past.     REPEAT

Funny because God turns a curse into a blessing…we have the book of Ruth in the Bible, and RUTH WAS A MOABITE!
Ruth is in the bloodline of Jesus!
In fact there is a hint to a place for the Moabites in the future …probably a lesson for another day.
/God can take our failures and mistakes and use them to elevate HIS plan but this does not nullify the personal misery or ripple effect that negative decisions have in our lives. This points us to God’s permissive will and overriding will that we need to always keep in mind.\

This is simply just another reason to understand the mind of Christ (Bible) so that you can explain misery or confusion and how God still maintains HIS plan in a system of fallen man and angelic warfare.

The sin of pride has caused more broken marriages and business failures….
more church divisions and government corruption than almost any other sin we can list.
REPEAT
/When a Bel is rejecting God’s calling and HIS word it is essentially coming from a place of pride. It screams to God - that I know better, I don’t need your advice! The Unbel does this every time they reject the gospel.\

This is the mind of Satan…God is unfair…God is wrong… I am right. 
Turn to Psalms chapter 10 as we close.
Pride is an angelic and human sin… it is a big part of the human OSN;
/1Tim 3:2 – 6, Paul teaches on church leadership (pastor) overseer (episkopos), the warning about pride is presented because it is damaging to any leadership role;
1Tim 3:6 and not a new convert, so that he will not become conceited and fall into the condemnation incurred by the devil.\  EE-PISS-KO-POL
TOO-FAR-OH is that Greek verb conceited… it is pride…it means puffed up. Putting oneself on higher ground then others.
Pride is related to backward motion in the plan of God…stepping out of the boundary of God’s will and His plan…reversionism. 

Pride is not only a sin but it is also a spiritual condition — we will close by reading from Psalm chapter 10,

David wrote Psalms 9 and it appears it flows right into chapter 10 so we can assume David wrote this as well.
This psalm is a call to God to deal with wicked & ungodly.
And we all go thru times we see the wicked prosper.
We wonder when God will drop His hammer of justice…but the interesting principle we will note is how pride plays a role in so many sins and injustices against people. In fact, we will just read it briefly in closing and open up with a deeper study next lesson.
Psa 10:1 Why do You stand afar off, O LORD? Why do You hide Yourself in times of trouble?
/Psa 10:2 In pride the wicked hotly pursue the afflicted; Let them be caught in the plots which they have devised.\
Notice how pride seeks out the avenue of least resistance…it seeks to prey on the weak or looks for injury as an opening.
Psa 10:3 For the wicked boasts of his heart’s desire, and the greedy man curses and spurns the LORD.
/Psa 10:4 The wicked, in the haughtiness of his countenance, does not seek Him. All his thoughts are, “There is no God.”\
The MA of pride is a blinding factor in why so many Unbels never give themselves over to TLJC. 
As we will note in our next lesson there is an element of Satan wrapped up in this…so much so that some scholars believe this is describing the future antichrist of the Tribulation. 
Psa 10:5 His ways prosper at all times; Your judgments are on high, out of his sight; As for all his adversaries, he snorts at them.
Arrogance and the prideful spirit looks down upon others.
Psa 10:6  He says to himself, “I will not be moved; Throughout all generations I will not be in adversity.”
Stubbornness of pride will not accept any situation where it does not come out victorious or anything that challenges it or sheds a negative light on it….stubborn pride can never be wrong.
/Psa 10:7 His mouth is full of curses and deceit and oppression; Under his tongue is mischief and wickedness.\
Pride always brings about sins of the tongue sooner or later.
Psa 10:8 He sits in the lurking places of the villages; In the hiding places he kills the innocent; His eyes stealthily watch for the unfortunate.
Psa 10:9 He lurks in a hiding place as a lion in his lair; He lurks to catch the afflicted; He catches the afflicted when he draws him into his net.
Psa 10:10 He crouches, he bows down, and the unfortunate fall by his mighty ones.
Again, we see the innocent and the weak are key targets for the prideful OSN.
/Psa 10:11 He says to himself, “God has forgotten; He has hidden His face; He will never see it.”
It is blind pride that leads a person to think they can escape the justice and righteousness of God and that God will ignore their choices & actions, but take everyone else’s into account.\
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