James #125
Righteousness is based upon Christ not the LAW.

Open back up in Romans chapter seven RF – we will jump down that chapter quickly and go over a few important principles from the last message.
In Romans 7 – we have a continuation of the teaching on positional truth and the comparison of the Mosaic Law against the new law of grace, which the Apostle Paul started teaching in chapter six. 
In chapter 7, the Apostle Paul is using marriage as an incredible teaching tool to recognize our new husband – TLJC. 
/The Mosaic Law is being referenced (Rom 7) as the legal rules or guardrails and divine counsel in our first marriage. In the Mosaic Law, codex #1 (moral) shows us the problems of the flesh. Codex #2 (spiritual) solved the issues until the arrival of the True Lamb of God fulfilled the plan of the Father on the Cross. The nation of Israel was able to navigate the OSN not by the rituals of the temple, but by their belief and understanding that it all pointed the True Messiah. Ritual without reality became a stumbling block. \   
So much so, that the religious rituals and blood ties to Abraham became what they put their faith. Couple that with adding to and taking from the original teachings, then accepting foreign gods and idols as well and the nation of Israel collapsed under discipline.
                         REPEAT
Gal 5:9 A little leaven leavens the whole lump of dough.
/Rom 7:4 Therefore, my brothers and sisters, you also were put to death in regard to the Law through the body of Christ, so that you might belong to another, to Him who was raised from the dead, in order that we might bear fruit for God.

The Unbel must make a choice to be divorced from the OSN and married to Christ – just as the Bel after salvation, must make choices to fulfill the marriage agreement.\
The marriage is still the same …a binding agreement. It is not a new marriage where you live like you are single and there are no repercussions! 
/The Apostle Paul makes it clear that Christians are dead to the law as far as it represents ritual applications for a way of life, or a protocol to follow to be accepted by God. We do not seek to be right with God by obeying some form of overt law, or ritual proof of cleansing and devotion. We now live in an age of spiritual power through the HS and the WORD and correct application of our Believer priesthood.\ 

Rom 7:5 For while we were in the flesh, the sinful passions, which were brought to light by the Law, were at work in the parts of our body to bear fruit for death.
Notice, the Mosaic Law was a teaching tool to illuminate our need for the coming savior our Lord Jesus Christ.
/Rom 7:6 But now we have been released from the Law, having died to that by which we were bound, so that we serve in newness of the Spirit and not in oldness of the letter.

This is speaking to a different stage or age in the plan of GOD – THE NEWNESS of the Spirit tells us we live in the dispensation of the Church.\ 
It is clear the Mosaic Law is perfect and holy, it is the very mind of Christ – yet to fulfill it we need to be spiritually connected to TLJC.
The Dispensation of Israel was a time of the application of the LAW as not only a sacred set of rituals and holy practices. It was the vehicle for teaching, guiding and cleansing the Israelites into a deeper relationship with GOD.
It was never meant to be a set of holy days and rituals that they blindly walk through with no thought or spiritual growth.
                              REPEAT 
/The law does not justify us; it does not make us right with God. The law does not sanctify us; it does not take us deeper with God and make us more holy before Him. You are justified and sanctified at salvation (positionally), you grow in that justification and sanctification as you walk toward maturity. Our freedom is not given so we can stop serving God but so that we can serve Him better! Grace and liberty are not the opportunity to live in sin, but an opportunity to grow into our marital status for our future HUSBAND.\ 
When we walk in our union with Christ we fulfill laws and commands naturally in the new nature.
When we fumble and fail – we have a very unique Believer priesthood which gives us access to the throne room.
Not a Levitical order and not a building or a temple – we are indwelt by the Trinity.
The current positional truth for the Christian is you are now a member of the body of Christ – you are in a marriage union with HIM forever. Jesus fulfilled everything – walk in union with HIM.

Now we see Paul make a strong statement as part of this wake-up call to any religious Bels in Rome, he uses a type of rhetorical question and gives the answer that BD leads him into;
/Rom 7:7 What shall we say then? Is the Law sin? Far from it! On the contrary, I would not have come to know sin except through the Law; for I would not have known about coveting (epithymia) if the Law had not said, “YOU SHALL NOT COVET.”

THE LAW is pure and righteous; it is the mind of Christ! Through it, we learn and grow concerning our Adamic (fallen) nature. The mind of Christ is the Master Instructor. \
It can never be flawed, even in the slightest.
EPI-THU-MEE-A, points to lust patterns, strong desires for that which is not our own, or that which is forbidden!
Interesting how the Apostle Paul basically confesses one of his own areas of weakness – now we are left to guess what area, but that word points directly to lust and desires…??? 
                        REPEAT
Paul like the rest of us had his struggles with the OSN.
Remember something – the OSN from the beginning of mankind, could not restrain itself from breaking the one rule in the garden that GOD made abundantly clear not to break!
God sets the law and speed limits for a reason; we rebel or neglect because of our depraved sinful nature.
                          REPEAT
It’s not God’s fault that in a fallen world there is a law of volitional responsibility. 
The Apostle Paul seems to have a coveting or lust pattern issue…maybe several, we do not know?
Exodus 20:17 The tenth commandment not only deals with the subject of lust but it emphasizes the importance of human freedom in terms of property, privacy.
/Exo 20:17 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his male slave, or his female slave, or his ox, or his donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.”

As an upcoming Pharisee, he studied this. Yet it wasn’t until his conversion away from religious dogma and into a relationship with Christ, that he fully grasped the depth of this.\  
The Apostle Paul understood lust patterns on a whole new level now.
Lust for power, greed, sex…approbation or social status, the list is pretty extensive. GOD looks at the heart! 

Rom 7:8 But sin, taking an opportunity through the commandment, produced in me coveting of every kind; for apart from the Law sin is dead.
He states his own struggles in several areas of coveting. The weakness is not in God’s perfect laws and commands; it is in the OSN and the devil’s world. 
Without God’s divine guidelines and commands, we would all live in ignorant bliss, fulfilling the desires of the flesh.
                              
/Rom 7:9 I was once alive apart from the Law; but when the commandment came, sin came to life, and I died;

The Apostle Paul is speaking the truth of all of us before we got born again and saved. We are all born in sin, yet we fail to truly understand our depravity to its fullest, until we truly see Christ on the Cross.\
That is when we learn and grow.
/Rom 7:10 and this commandment, which was to result in life, proved to result in death for me;

The recognition of the OSN and its depth of depravity were finally understood by the Apostle Paul – sin is a form of death even for a Believer. It separates us temporarily from GOD and brings forth darkness.\ 
God’s word and HIS commands are good for us, yet the true recognition of our sins, weakness and failures has to be understood for spiritual growth. 

There are no correct solutions and growth until a problem is fully understood and taken hold of. 
/Rom 7:11 for sin, taking an opportunity through the commandment, deceived me, and through it, killed me.

These are both written in an aorist tense, which tells us this was something that had happened in his life and may well have been happening once again. \
The OSN has been there since birth and occasionally will still rear its ugly head, even as we head into SM.
In fact, as this chapter goes deeper we get a personal sense of the Apostle Paul’s own struggles twenty years into his ministry!
Look at this…jump down a few verses. 
/Rom 7:19 For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. 20 But if I do the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin that dwells in me.

This chapter builds upon the Apostle Paul’s own reflection on himself and his own struggles as a teaching tool for Bels.\
The conclusion he keeps preaching is we have a sin issue that is nailed to the cross – yet it is still attempting to have its way in our life for this temporal walk.
/The old husband (OSN) is trying to get back into the marriage bed and we have a new marriage with TLJC! That is a large portion of spiritual warfare that many Christians never fully grasp – hence the need for consistency in the WORD and the filling power of God the HS.\
                           
I believe about 75% of spiritual warfare that most Christians never fully grasp is the struggle of the OSN and the influences of the cosmic system…it is a thought battle. Yet it was taught repeatedly in scripture, the problem and the solution; 
/Gal 5:17  For the desire of the flesh is against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; for these are in opposition to one another, in order to keep you from doing whatever you want.

Psa 51:2 Wash me thoroughly from my guilt And cleanse me from my sin. 3 For I know my wrongdoings, And my sin is constantly before me.
(1Jhn 1:8-10, Mat 16:23, Mat 26:41, Rom 8:5-13, Psa 19:12, Psa 65:3, Ecc 7:20, Isa 6:5-7…etc.)\
There are so many scriptures that teach us the struggles of the OSN and God’s cleansing power for all of us, starting obviously with salvation.
Salvation is the full, one time BATH Jesus referenced at the last supper while cleaning Peter’s feet (John 13).

Then HE taught them to just continually wash our feet for fellowship.
/In Galatians 5 we see the clear message that the Apostle Paul is teaching here in Romans 7;
Gal 5:18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the Law.\

It does not nullify the perfection and holiness of the LAW and commands, it points us to The Lord Jesus Christ – to be led by the HS means we are walking in our new nature, which has the very righteousness of Jesus Christ.
/Rom 7:12 So then, the Law is holy, and the commandment is holy and righteous and good.

There it is right there – the mind of Christ is perfect, just and righteous – we have the issue within us (OSN)! We are now married to Christ; we are legally divorced and dead to our first marriage.\  
The Old Sin Nature is nailed to the cross for all of eternity. We simply need to recognize the temporal battle we walk in until we are face to face with the LORD. 

The building of each stage and dispensation is not separate of each other… but intricate parts of the same whole fabric of our Bible. 
Just as every Believer from Adam and Eve, into Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob…or the apostles and CA Bels, are of the same family of GOD.

This is what I firmly believe and what the Spirit has led me to over the years, I know some may see it differently, but I think it is very apparent.
(example of my older brother)
The age of Gentiles from the garden to Abraham were the first born or oldest sibling. The Age of Israel is a middle child and we are in the CA, as the second to the last child of the family of GOD.
The last child of the family will be those who come out of the Tribulation and those Bels in the 1,000 years of Christ on earth in the end.
Rome 11 the Apostle Paul teaches us we are graphed into the Nation of Israel. We are part of the family.

/Gal 3:21 Is the Law then contrary to the promises of God? Far from it! For if a law had been given that was able to impart life, then righteousness would indeed have been based on law.

NO ONE can fulfill the laws, commands, prophecy and standards in the Bible! It is only complete IN Jesus Christ.\ 
The unique GOD-man is the only one.

/Rom 7:13 Therefore did that which is good become a cause of death for me? Far from it! Rather it was sin, in order that it might be shown to be sin by bringing about my death through that which is good, so that through the commandment sin would become utterly sinful.\
Rom 7:14 For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am fleshly, sold into bondage to sin.
THERE IT IS! The spiritual aspect is overlooked. 
In closing… look at the sermon on the mount – just a brief look at what Jesus said about some of the spiritual aspects of the commandments.
/Mat 5:21 “You have heard that the ancients were told, ‘YOU SHALL NOT MURDER,’ and ‘Whoever commits murder shall be answerable to the court.’ 22 “But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be answerable to the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be answerable to the supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.\
GOD looks at the heart – this is after Jesus said I am here to fulfill the LAW. 
He notes the natural consequence and the spiritual consequence… which is truly what HE was emphasizing. 
Jesus came to fulfill everything and HE was preparing us for the law of grace in the CA.
All the laws and commands display the purity of our TRIUNE GOD – it is not to be neglected, just understood that we can never fulfill it in our flesh. WE do not live in the age of the application of rituals – we live in the invisible age of spiritual warfare, because Christ came and fulfilled all of that. 
/Mat 5:27 You have heard that it was said, ‘YOU SHALL NOT COMMIT ADULTERY’; 28 but I say to you that everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery with her in his heart.\
GOD looks at the heart…HE always has! 


