James #92
The age of Israel

Open in Genesis chapter 12 RF.
Please keep my family in prayer. As many of you know my oldest daughter and son in law, are living here with my grand-kids. They are prepared to close on their new home tomorrow. 
My son in law has been sick with COVID the last few days so I appreciate the prayers.
Also, Pastor Ed and his wife Kathy have survived the horrific car accident.
But there is a long journey back, as they have multiple medical issues and serious bodily damage. They are still considered in serious condition in the hospital.
As far as I know they just got removed from ICU -critical condition.

We noted last message that the end of the first dispensation – the Age of Gentiles, occurred at the tower of babel.

Now let us get an overview of the new age which opened up – the Dispensation of Israel (Age of Patriarchs).

/God had ordained languages and cultures across the world, HE established not only nationalism, but the 3 other divine institutions (Free will, Marriage & Family). From these four pillars we have a foundation for the Laws of Divine Establishment (Law & order, military, government, morality, authority & responsibility). These laws had now begun to develop from the first dispensation into the second. Designed for true freedom and safety for all mankind (Bel or Unbel).\ 
God is so merciful and gracious HE allows even the Unbels a layer of protection and success if they simply follow HIS principles. 
Many Unbels have their only taste of heaven on earth for 25 or 50 years, because they never came to believe upon TLJC, yet they applied biblical principles. 
                           REPEAT
Now keep in mind - during every dispensation, no matter how far mankind pushes away from GOD, there is always a positive remnant.
That positive pivot of Bels, is a type of anchor that GOD uses to gauge how far that office or dispensation will carry until HE brings it to a close.
After the tower of babel, it was probably at a minimum, with a few men like Job and Abram on the landscape.
/Abram was born into a family or at least a father, who was under the authority of Nimrod’s system. Terah (Abram’s father) was believed to be a government officer, or possibly even a priest or religious official in Nimrod’s culture. Teaching us the lesson, that family and environment do not matter – anyone can rise above that when they answer the call from GOD.\  
Age, race, wealth…your family history or education do not matter. In fact, God often uses the least in society to confound the wise and powerful. 
/1Cor 1:26 For consider your calling, brothers and sisters, that there were not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble; 27 but God has chosen the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to shame the things which are strong,\
As many of you know this, these are among some of my most favorite scriptures and I opened my first book with these. 
This has always spoken to my heart and I relate to 1Cor 1:26-29 on a very deep and personal level.
/1Co 1:28 and the insignificant things of the world and the despised God has chosen, the things that are not, so that He may nullify the things that are, 29 so that no human may boast before God.\

Abram is 75 years old when he gets the call. He comes from a background of evil. 
He knew about the history of mankind, the original garden and the true GOD (YAHWEH). 
Abram was open for the truth and GOD touched his heart. 

/Gen 12:1 Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country, And from your relatives And from your father’s house, To the land which I will show you;

We do not invite GOD into our heart – HE is always working on our behalf to invite us. The work and power are in the Lord Jesus Christ, we must accept by faith alone.\
There is a lot of lies about asking Christ to come into your heart, salvation is faith alone in Christ alone. Just as there are misconceptions about having Christ become LORD over your whole life before you are saved…don’t be fooled!
There is a huge difference concerning recognizing and having faith in the Lord Jesus Christ and having Christ become LORD over your whole life – that is a process after salvation. 
/Gen 12:2 And I will make you into a great nation, And I will bless you, And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing;

The 2nd dispensation begins with a promise and prophecy. This begins the ebb and flow of a new dispensation. God begins with a promise, prophecy and a set of standards. \ 
God will also build upon this with a set of covenants. 
Everything about the plan of GOD is a building process…a journey. The first step is salvation and then growing into all God has done for you.
Salvation guarantees everything we need for eternal security in one moment of time – baptism of the HS.
Then the journey of growth into all 40 grace gifts is next.

We now have the first transition into the age of Israel.
/The call to leave his old life behind is a shadow (typology) of what happens to the Unbeliever when GOD the HS is operating in common grace in their life. Leave the ties to spiritual death in Babylon (the world) and become reborn in ME! Abram will have enough faith to follow – he will cross over (Hebrew) land and rivers. Abram becomes born a new creature, then he begins his journey. This is giving us a view to the whole purpose of scripture – pointing us toward Christ, entrance into a new eternal life, a new family.\  
It will be in the birth of a new nation (Israel) and then the ritual of circumcision that we will see the shadow of the reality we all experience at salvation – the flesh is removed; we are born again.

/2Cor 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

Gal 6:15 For neither is circumcision anything, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation.\
Once God had established the divine institutions and divine establishment principles - HE then could open up the teaching about becoming born again, entering into an eternal family of God.
Abraham’s life is a wonderful lesson on the journey into levels of SM.
                           REPEAT
Every dispensation was another building block for humanity to learn and grow. 
Then we would finally have the Cross of Jesus Christ and the completed canon of scripture.
/Gen 12:3 And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth will be blessed.”

ALL families speak to everyone who is born again. Israel as a nation and a land has a prophetic future. The land and people should be protected, yet the stipulation is directed at those with FAITH in Christ.\
God will not protect and bless Unbels because of a certain bloodline – it is all related to the true faith in Christ.
God is not a respecter of man-
/Act 10:34 Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality, 35 but in every nation the one who fears Him and does what is right is acceptable to Him.\
Just be careful how you fully interpret Genesis 12:3.

/It is not our job to figure out who is related to who through bloodlines. Nor can we truly decipher who is a Believer or Unbeliever – there is always TARES among the true WHEAT, in every dispensation! Within the first 3 (Gentile, Israel and Church) there are counterfeits and seeds of Satan. We are to grow into maturity and recognize truth and lies, darkness and light, remove ourselves from it, call it out and stay the course.\ 

God is the only one who truly knows the inner working of man’s heart.
It is the TLJC who returns at the 2nd Advent and with HIS warrior angels, they will toss through the threshing floor and figure out who is truly who! 

/1Chr 28:9 “As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and serve Him wholeheartedly and with a willing mind; for the LORD searches all hearts, and understands every intent of the thoughts. If you seek Him, He will let you find Him; but if you forsake Him, He will reject you forever.\
I have taught you how the bible points out seeds of Satan and counterfeits.
That has been ongoing since Genesis chapter 6;
/1Sam 16:7 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look at his appearance or at the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for God does not see as man sees, since man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart.”
Psa 7:9, Psa 44:21, Psa 139:2-23, Ezk 11:5, Mat 9:4, Luk 5:22, Rev 2:23…etc.\ 
We are not called to clean up the devil’s world and become spiritual janitors.

We are called to stand firm in spiritual warfare… to grow-up and discern truth and lies. 
To forge forward and touch this lost and dying world, by shining a light on the gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Gen 12:4 So Abram went away as the LORD had spoken to him; and Lot went with him. Now Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.
Stop with the excuse that your too old, your too poor… or too busy for the plan of God.
Both Abraham and Moses began their true callings at a late stage of life.

/THE AGE OF ISRAEL- was divided by God into three portions; 
1) The period of the patriarchs from Abraham to Moses; 
2) The period of the law from Moses to Christ. 
3) The period of completion of the fifth cycle of discipline in the Tribulation. 
During the first age, Believers were singularly responsible to establish nations and cultures based upon God’s divine institutions and the word taught within the family unit.\
Now we have a time of greater promises, covenants and deeper prophetic teachings. 
The word is written down and organized. 
We now have the first client nation established through the 12 tribes of Israel. Twelve being a biblical number of law and order and balance. It represents divine authority and covenant stability. 
We will close in Genesis chapter 15 RF.
/The Dispensation of Israel became the new commission of priesthood and covenant responsibilities of a Client Nation unto God. The authority and responsibility of accurate teaching and evangelism became intensified and fell upon the nation. The narrative of the coming Messiah would increase and so would the lessons on the GRACE of God. The word was now taught in ritual practices and written format (tablets & scrolls).\
Mankind relying on his flesh and the cosmic system would be a repeated set of lessons and struggles. 
There would be a period of well over 600 yrs. between Abram’s initial journey following God and the time of the Exodus of Egypt.
/The seasons of divine standards, prophecy, promises, failure and repentance, as well as judgment would also continue. Satan and his army would infiltrate and tempt every generation of the people of God with a relentless barrage of false teachings, foreign idols and seeds of his demonic offspring. He would attack as well as intermingle through his own seeds sporadically bringing misery and discipline upon Israel.\   
Look what our LORD promised Abram in part of the covenants to Israel; 
Gen 15:4 Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “This man will not be your heir; but one who will come from your own body shall be your heir.”
Abram and Sarai wanted to do things their own way. They eventually allowed discipline into their own life by not trusting in our LORD and they brought forth a child by an outsider - Hagar.  
Gen 15:5 And He took him outside and said, “Now look toward the heavens and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”
This is speaking physically in the natural realm to all of the descendants of Israel. 
The 12 Tribes of Israel who are true Bels will inherit these promises.
The spiritual blessings are that all Bels - Jew or Gentile are brought under one family in heaven.

/Gen 15:6 Then he believed in the LORD; and He credited it to him as righteousness.

Spirituality for the dispensation of Israel was the function of the faith-rest technique. It is here we see GOD teaching all Bels about walking in faith and not by works to achieve true spirituality.\ 
Abram had faith and he trusted even though he would fall on his face a short time later.
Abram’s concerns are for his own family the lineage he is promised. So, our LORD reveals to him that his people and blood lineage will be many. They will suffer under slavery and then be brought out.
                         REPEAT
Then we see one of several covenants;
/Gen 15:18 On that day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I have given this land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates:

This chapter covers the Abrahamic Covenant (12 tribes) and the Palestinian Covenant (real estate). These are UNCONDITIONAL, and the land covenant is not a strip of land the size of NJ – it is vast! (Jer 32:36-44, Ezk 11:14-18, Ezk 36:21-29, Isa 65 – 66 points us into the blessing of the 2nd Advent for Israel.\
This all happens at the 2nd Advent – not before then. The millennial fulfillment of the land covenant is taught in Jer 32:36-44; Ezek 11:14-18, Ezk 36:21-29.
Blessings of the 2nd Advent of Christ for Israel are also highlighted in Isaiah chapters 65 into 66;
/Isa 66:8 “Who has heard such a thing? Who has seen such things? Can a land be born in one day? Can a nation be given birth all at once? As soon as Zion was in labor, she also delivered her sons.

The birth PAINS of the Tribulation bring forth TRUE Israel by the baptism of Fire at the 2nd Advent.\ 
Any one teaching Israel is already regathered as a nation, or that the church replaces Israel is teaching a false doctrine.
/During this 2nd dispensation there are many languages and races. The agency of Israel holds responsibility of the WORD until it was interrupted (Cross). Security for Israel was found under four unconditional covenants: Abrahamic, Palestinian, Davidic, and New Covenants designated to true Israel. Though Isreal brings forth seasons of both prosperity and blessings they also suffer self-induced misery and cycles of discipline.\
They are divided into different sections because of this and they have animosity toward one another – Northern Tribe against Southern Tribe. Both tribes face cycles of decline, misery and discipline.  

/Israel as the administrator of the dispensation of GOD had repeated failure — the fifth cycle of discipline was eventually introduced. God’s cycles of discipline were administered to the northern kingdom once, to the southern kingdom twice. The dispensation of Israel terminates with the second advent; it was interrupted by the cross of Jesus Christ – the Church Age mystery was revealed.\

