James #133
To be religious is often the sign you are not spiritual.

Open back up in our anchor study of James chapter one RF.
Please be prepared to partake of the LORD’s Supper at the end of the message.

Let us get our feet back under us within this study of James chapter one and read right through from verse 22 into the end of the chapter.
Keeping in mind Pastor James is dealing with a predominately Jewish congregation in Jerusalem. 
He was also dealing with some strife between certain members concerning social status and learning to apply BD properly. Teaching many of them to become Bels who do not simply put on a religious show, but those who learn and grow inside the plan of GOD. 

There were issues of arrogance, strife and works programs among certain members. 
Pastor James had realized this may be happening for other Jewish converts and so he addresses this to the Jewish Christians outside of Jerusalem as well. This is why the letter goes out to the twelve tribes of Israel who are scattered abroad.  
Jam 1:22 But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not just hearers who deceive themselves.
This means application, fruit of the Spirit, not a fleshly works program.
Jas 1:23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror;
Jas 1:24 for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. 

Many Christians fall under this category, once a week they study their Bible, or go to a church service and that is their spiritual walk with GOD.
Once that bible study or service is over, they walk right back into the devil’s world and look just like an Unbeliever again.
A large portion of Christianity is a show and a ritual without reality.
Verse 25 led us on a study of the law of freedom and liberty. Pointing us to the fact that now the Mosaic law and OT commands are found in our relationship with Christ. 

HE came to fulfill that which was written about and proclaimed by priests and prophets of the OT.
Jas 1:25 But one who has looked intently at the perfect law, the law of freedom, and has continued in it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an active doer, this person will be blessed in what he does.
Remember to be blessed points us toward SM – divine happiness is a contentment in our life, a calm assurance with who we are IN Christ.

/Jas 1:26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious, yet does not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this person’s religion is worthless.\
Jas 1:27 Pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father is this: to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.
As I have mentioned before, the book of James is a legalistic pastor’s dream. Many denominations and self-righteous people use this epistle as a sledge hammer to beat Christians into a submissive works program. 

/The Greek word religion, is used only a handful of times in NT – (thrēskeia) coming from a root word which means awe or fear to the point of worshipping GOD (intensity). It is noted as an intense observation followed by action or worshipping with discipline and devotion. This would mean a very serious and intimate relationship where thoughts, emotions and actions surrender themselves to God.\
THRAY-SKY-AH, it can be a tricky word that is used in several fashions and one is to worship with accuracy. 
This is the best definition for a Christian but it is rarely used in that fashion. 
Another, points to a ceremonial process of ritual but with a reality. It also can mean external discipline in the form of service. 
Understanding the context of the chapter matters once again, because this can be taken out of context.
                          REPEAT
/Within the New Testament it never uses this ancient Greek word for “religious” in a positive sense (Acts 17:22, Act 25:19, Act 26:5; Col 2:23). Pastor James used it here of someone who is outwardly religious, yet not really in right spiritual standing with God. This is very evident because, James points out an issue of the sins of the tongue - does not bridle his tongue. The very historic background and flow of the chapter, leading up to this, tell us the subject matter is about those who play RELIGION yet lack any real fruit.\ 
You folks can jump over to the Gospel of John chapter 18.
/Jam 1:26 If anyone thinks himself to be religious
IF is a Greek first class condition – because this was a factual statement. Many of the members of the congregation had problems with sins of the tongue – gossip, judging and maligning others.\ 
Remember often times maligning may mean speaking the truth, with just a twist of negativity laced into it, so as to slice and dice someone’s reputation.  
It also falls under the sins of the tongue of repeating a matter, or repeating a person’s failures to others. 
In this section of the gospel of John, it was after a late-night of fake trials and false accusations along with physical abuse of our LORD. Peter had denied even knowing the LORD Jesus Christ 3x’s… and it was right after the cusp of sunrise. 
The rooster had already crowed. 
The legalistic pharisees had an escort of temple police that dragged Jesus to be placed in front of the Roman authority.

This is a prime example of a religious crowd on display – the outward action of piety while they plead for the murder of an innocent man.
/Jhn 18:28  Then they brought Jesus from Caiaphas into the Praetorium, and it was early; and they themselves did not enter the Praetorium, so that they would not be defiled, but might eat the Passover.

The Roman Praetorium was a type of headquarters for military leadership and the governor. The leaders of the Sanhedrin would not break the rule of entering a Gentile dwelling because of the holy day (Passover).\  
They are in the process of not only wrongfully accusing and beating an innocent man. They are prepared to push the envelope and make sure the innocent man is publicly executed. 
This is the epitome of religion in action.

Jhn 18:29 Therefore Pilate came out to them and said, “What accusation are you bringing against this Man?”
/Jhn 18:30 They answered and said to him, “If this Man were not a criminal, we would not have handed Him over to you.”

IF is a 2nd class condition, it is resoundingly not true! Religion is often dependent upon lockstep, mob mentality, fueled by a self-righteous emotional core. This always leads into false doctrine.\ 
Jhn 18:31 So Pilate said to them, “Take Him yourselves, and judge Him according to your law.” The Jews said to him, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death.”

Pilate is actually displaying his own weakness in that he could have washed his hands immediately and postponed any type of decision, until after the city was calm and holiday festivities were over. 
He did not even have to come out of the Praetorium – especially for a legal dispute, it was always settled inside with known witnesses and evidence. 
/They were actually using a term for a career criminal not just a mistake or one crime commented. it was if Jesus was a type of Barabbas, a known mobster. It is the Greek adjective - kakos, someone who lives a wicked or evil lifestyle, a known criminal. One with a record or a deep reputation for cruelty, perversions and crime or violence.\   
KAY-KUS, means an evil doer, one who is habitually involved in crime and perversions. 
That is what religion did to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Jump over to Matthew chapter 23 we close there today.

Religion eventually infiltrated the church and took over by the late 2nd century. /Denominations and organizations like the National Council of Churches & World Council of Churches were born out of the devil’s trump card RELIGION. It opposes the true gift of pastor-teacher and the autonomous assemblies like the apostle original set up. Religion promotes unity under rules and lockstep rituals as well as tabernacle style buildings, levels of hierarchy and unquestionable adherence to man-made by-laws and dogma.\   
This is a trend that has always existed and will exist until the second advent of Jesus Christ, at which time the prostitute mounted on the beast will be removed. 

These world organizations and denominations are always compared to prostitutes when it comes to biblical analogy.
Let us quickly read the words of Jesus to the religious leadership before the Lord’s supper;
Mat 23:22 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill and cumin, and have neglected the weightier provisions of the Law: justice and mercy and faithfulness; but these are the things you should have done without neglecting the others.
/The LAW in action was supposed to be a system of justice which meant absolutely no corruption, certainly from the leadership. It meant no favoritism, no social status held authority, it meant God’s righteousness was always needed for everyone. Mercy points to God’s grace in action. Faithfulness begins with faith toward Christ, faith as the guiding factor in life. THESE were more important because it meant you understood the rituals came from the reality of a serious relationship with GOD.\
Mat 23:24 “You blind guides, who strain out a gnat and swallow a camel!
That is an incredibly accurate description of religion.
Mat 23:25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the dish, but inside they are full of robbery and self-indulgence.
/Mat 23:26 “You blind Pharisee, first clean the inside of the cup and of the dish, so that the outside of it may also become clean.

Religion loves to focus on the exterior and make an issue of works, effort and ritual, while ignoring true spirituality. The filling power of the HS and the WORD washing over our soul habitually is the only way to cleanse the human condition.\  
Mat 23:27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs which on the outside appear beautiful, but inside they are full of dead men’s bones and all uncleanness.
/Mat 23:28 “So you too, outwardly appear righteous to people, but inwardly you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

GOD looks at the heart! Religious people often have a strong outward morality, a sense of ritual and application, yet inwardly they are rarely spiritual.\  
Mat 23:29 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs for the prophets and decorate the monuments of the righteous,
Mat 23:30 and you say, ‘If we had been living in the days of our fathers, we would not have been partners with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’

/Religion has been responsible for more deaths and destruction throughout history, then almost any other plague, poverty, natural disaster, disease or dictator.  Religion is not the same as Christianity. Islam, Buddhist or the World Council of Churches, etc.  is religionism but Christianity is not a religion. In Christianity there is a grace relationship with God; religion has no relationship with the true God (Jesus Christ). \
Let us prepare to take in the Lord’s Supper.
Jesus Christ came to save a lost and dying world, HE came to pay for the sins of the whole world.
HE did not come to establish a religious system of rituals and do’s and don’ts.

Jesus did not come and willingly lay HIMSELF upon a cross to be murdered in a public display, so we could live in a system of works or guilt and shame. 

Remember this as we celebrate HIS precious grace gift and HIS imminent return. 
/Eph 5:1 Therefore be imitators of God, as beloved children; 2 and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.

Mat 20:28 just as the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.” \
HE wants us to come to HIM not out of strict religious dogma… but in love and seeking rest from the devil’s world.

/Matt 11:28-30 - Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.” \
That is not a call into religion. That is a call into a relationship.
/1Pet 2:23 and while being abusively insulted, He did not insult in return; while suffering, He did not threaten, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 24 and He Himself brought our sins in His body up on the cross, so that we might die to sin and live for righteousness; by His wounds you were healed.\
Please accept that grace gift. And if you have… please take the time to get to know HIM.

/Heb 7:25 Therefore He is also able to save forever those who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.

Heb 12:2 looking only at Jesus, the originator and perfecter of the faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.\
WE are that joy set before Him.

Let us bring our LORD into remembrance. As the Apostle Paul wrote concerning the Last Supper.
1Cor 11:23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread;
1Co 11:24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “This is My body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”
IN remembrance of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, let us eat the bread.

1Co 11:25 In the same way HE also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
1Co 11:26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes.
In remembrance of our LORD, let us drink the cup.

Let us pray…amen. 
