James #176
Faith is the root of salvation; divine works are the fruit of salvation. 

Open back up in James chapter two RF.
Let me begin today with a great quote from a wonderful pastor-teacher, long since gone home to be with the LORD;
/Faith is the cause of salvation — works are the result of salvation. Pious clichés and Christian verbiage are not the evidence of saving faith. There must be a vocation to go along with the vocabulary. James is speaking about saving faith. He is not speaking of the works of the law, but of faith (Rom 3:20).
                                J. Vernon McGee  \

That statement speaks volumes to what we have begun to study in James 2. After salvation what you display in the New Nature, motivated by the word is a faith that brings glory to GOD. It can be a saving faith for others, it also can be a saving faith in direct proportion to your blessings, crowns and rewards.  

Jam 2:14 What use is it, my brothers and sisters, if someone says he has faith, but he has no works? Can that faith save him?
What Pastor James has been teaching on is the Fruit of the Spirit, nothing to do with maintaining your salvation. 
He is still touching backward on the problems within that congregation. 
Now he begins to give examples.
So, as we note from chapter one into this portion of chapter two, he is dealing with Bels who he has witnessed give lip service to their Christian walk.
They are very religious outwardly, yet have no Fruit of the Spirit in their life.
/While they have no production in the realm of their life witnessing and helping others, they still proclaim to be of the body of Christ. They are walking a life of death like an Unbel – their faith is feckless; it evangelizes for the cosmic system not the kingdom of GOD. Their division, pettiness, bias and foul treatment of one another is not a display of faith that brings glory and light to a dark world, it brings more darkness and confusion.\  
There is a form of death a Believer can walk in after salvation – meaning, their OSN is on display more so then the righteousness of Christ (new nature). 
Jas 2:15 If a brother or sister is without clothing and in need of daily food,
Jas 2:16 and one of you says to them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” yet you do not give them what is necessary for their body, what use is that?
/Jas 2:17 In the same way, faith also, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.\

Jas 2:18 But someone may well say, “You have faith and I have works; show me your faith without the works, and I will show you my faith by my works.”
Who you are IN Christ should begin to manifest in your life at some point in your Christian walk.
Jas 2:19 You believe that God is one. You do well; the demons also believe, and shudder.
He is actually using a type of debater’s technique in a lot of this teaching; it was a technique Apostle Paul often used.
To put forth rhetorical questions and set up examples that need answers, then he circles around at the end with those answers. 
                             REPEAT
Pastor James is challenging them under a very bright light, concerning their faith. 
He may even be putting to question whether some of them are truly born again and saved.
The way he states this is as an allegation – in other words, you claim to be a Christian and yet your lifestyle and what I have been witnessing, look as though you are an Unbeliever?!  

/Pastor James is clarifying from the very beginning of this letter that there are two types of faith applications in the Christian walk – one is full of itself and useless, simply knowledge or empty vocabulary. The other faith, is the true exhale (application) of Bible doctrine, that is an operational faith. It has real action and change seen within it, it touches outward. There is a faith that is dead and one that is alive and reflects Christ.\ 
There are winners and losers in the plan of God.
To fully grasp what James is teaching has to be looked at as a whole…not simply one scripture held out to exam.
Even within chapter one, Pastor James was pointing to the Bema Seat judgment of Christ – highlighting spiritual growth, fruit of the Spirit. He teaches on the crown of life for those who refuse to be double minded, those who grow under tests and adversities. 

/Jas 2:17 In the same way, faith also, if it has no works, is dead, being by itself.

IF - 3rd class condition, there is a probability, members of the body hearing this are walking in the flesh (death). They have a dead faith, either due to rejection of BD, or perhaps they never were born again and saved. \
The Greek present tense, tells us they keep on walking in this dead faith.
Jump over to 1Corinthians chapter 13 RF.

I know I may go against the grain of some grace teachers when I say this, but I am of the belief that true faith is a real moment of surrender to the person and work of Jesus Christ. 
It is not a moment of a quick, passing thought about faith in Christ. 
It is a moment of real faith, even the tiniest of faith in a moment… that surrenders to the Cross of Jesus Christ.
A real moment of recognition for the need of a savior and a surrender to the reality of the truth of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
I think these types of scriptures speak to that reality…especially this chapter and verse 19 is a strong one for my belief. 
                            REPEAT
We will eventually get to that one soon enough.
Pastor James is dealing with a reality in Christianity.
It was a reality back then… as well as today.
/1Cor 8:1 Now concerning food sacrificed to idols, we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge makes one conceited, but love edifies people.

Prov 11:19 One who is steadfast in righteousness attains life, But one who pursues evil attains his own death.\

The reality has always been that knowledge and lip service with no true faith is a form of death.

/Isa 5:21 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes And clever in their own sight!

1Cor 14:20 Brothers and sisters, do not be children in your thinking; yet in evil be infants, but in your thinking be mature.\
We are called into maturity; we are called into growth in the grace and knowledge of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Not a call into a puffed-up knowledge, arrogance and a religious façade. 

This section of 1Corinthians is often used at weddings and for good reason, yet it is rarely understood within its true context.

The real context stems from arrogance and religious nonsense related to spiritual gifts, as you can read in chapter 12.

Many spiritual gifts were designed for a foundation period of the church of Jesus Christ. Not designed for a sustaining set of gifts that carried beyond the completed canon of scripture.
                          REPEAT
Yet many Bels in Corinth, were impressed with spiritual gifts and having inordinate competition with one another.
In fact, the Apostle Paul will explain to them by verse 9 into the end of the chapter, that many spiritual gifts will be done away with when the complete canon of scripture arrives.
It is not our lesson right now.
/1Cor 13:1 If I speak with the tongues of mankind and of angels, but do not have love (agape), I have become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.

The virtue love in view, is only from Christ. Many Christians never truly grow into this love and they are the ones who often become the noisy gong, as we see in James 2 as well.\
AH-GAUP-A- is impersonal, unconditional virtue love. It is true Godly love; the flesh can never manifest this love.
And yes…there is a language of angels or a tongue of angels. 
The Apostle Paul is actually going into an extreme here, to wake them up to how far they have gone into this prideful competition.  

1Co 13:2 If I have the gift of prophecy and know all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith so as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing.
/You can have deep knowledge of mystery doctrine, original context as well as a solid theology with a firm faith. Yet you can become a useless Christian, or a noisy instrument of pride. This love is speaking to walking within or union with Christ (new nature, Spirit filled), then applying the accuracy of Bible doctrine in your life.\
Most Christians do not learn and apply those two power options habitually. 
The Apostle Paul uses several 3rd class conditions here in this chapter…meaning maybe you will be a Bel who does this, or maybe you will not, some were doing this and some were not.
/1Co 13:3 And if I give away all my possessions to charity, and if I surrender my body so that I may glory, but do not have love, it does me no good.

A Believer can have many types of works, deeds of charity and outward religious activity, yet in the end it is wood, hay and straw if it is from the flesh.\
We just finished a series on the Judgement seat of Christ for Bels.
/1Co 13:4 Love is patient, love is kind, it is not jealous; love does not brag, it is not arrogant.

All of these are seen in the Fruit of the Spirit, because it is a reflection of the person of Jesus Christ.\
Agape’ love is different than emotional love, it is the most powerful love we can walk in. It is an incredible problem-solving tool, yet it can not come forth from the flesh. 
It can only be counterfeited in the world and it is often the case even for Bels. 
1Co 13:5 It does not act disgracefully, it does not seek its own benefit; it is not provoked, does not keep an account of a wrong suffered,
/1Co 13:6 it does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but rejoices with the truth;

Unrighteousness points us to the OSN and truth is found in BD. The Christian can never walk in the OSN and still apply the WORD. We are in one nature or the other at any given moment.\ 
1Co 13:7 it keeps every confidence, it believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.
/We can note what James 2 and most of the teaching of the Apostle Paul leads to is SM. Maturity only comes from consistent growing as the FRUIT of the Spirit begins to grow in our life;

Gal 5:22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law.\
1Cor 13:4-7 aligns perfectly with Gal 5:22 and this is all the same principles that Pastor James was teaching in his letter.

/A Bel with only academic knowledge, yet lacking in spiritual application becomes arrogant. The Christian life is based on knowledge; it is foundational to be in the WORD habitually. We have to know something to apply it, yet with Spirituality it has to be a Spirit filled practice. The Bel has to have the discipline and consistency of study, yet without the ministry of the HS that knowledge can never fully transfer into wisdom (retention & application). \
/We must emphasize knowledge, but not just any knowledge, for the sake of having knowledge. Knowledge of BD has to be consistent and accurate. Absorbed doctrine is the means to an end which is spiritual growth, knowing how to think biblically, how to think in terms of divine viewpoint for the application of doctrine and spiritual growth. There is a proper protocol for this in Christianity, filling power of the HS and serious study habits.\
The two power options.
We are responsible to walk in the power of the true light…a spirit filled life, not death.
You have a choice to become the walking dead or the walking light to this lost and dying world.
/Rom 10:17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.

Gal 3:5 So then, does He who provides you with the Spirit and works miracles among you, do it by works of the Law, or by hearing with faith?\
There are three or four decisions in your life that can be truly life changing, one is what you decide to submit yourself too spiritually – who you study under and how serious of a student of the word you want to become, will dictate a lot of your natural life.
/1Thes 2:13 For this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of mere men, but as what it really is, the word of God, which also is at work in you who believe\
Most Christians do not take their study of the WORD as serious as their career, their house… their marriage, or family and yet it is just as important…possibly more so in the long run.
/Rom 10:14 How then are they to call on Him in whom they have not believed? How are they to believe in Him whom they have not heard? And how are they to hear without a preacher?

Eph 4:11 And He gave some as apostles, some as prophets, some as evangelists, some as pastors and teachers,\

/Jer 3:15 “Then I will give you shepherds after My own heart, who will feed you knowledge and understanding.

Hos 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Since you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being My priest. Since you have forgotten the Law of your God, I also will forget your children.\

/1Pet 2:1 Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2 and like newborn babies, long for the pure milk of the word, so that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,

Luk 8:21 But He answered and said to them, “My mother and My brothers are these who hear the word of God and do it.”\
