Mat #53
Christian prayer

Mat 6:3 “But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4 so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.
/Mat 6:5 “When you pray, you are not to be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and on the street corners so that they may be seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.\
Mat 6:6 “But you, when you pray, go into your inner room, close your door and pray to your Father who is in secret, and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you. 7 “And when you are praying, do not use meaningless repetition as the Gentiles do, for they suppose that they will be heard for their many words.8 “So do not be like them; for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.

In verse 4 it tells us…so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.
God sees everything and that is the key principle in this statement from our Lord.

The Bel who has right motivation need not be concerned about what others think and the statement in verse 3 about the left hand & right hand is an ancient statement meaning you are doing something with no audience no one else is really aware what is going on. 

Verse 5 on the board is exactly what we covered last time concerning the Pharisees & Scribes.
They did most of their good deeds and praying in public view. 
/The open display of prayer & generosity by the Jewish leadership was continually reproved by the Lord because He knew that their soul was filled with arrogance. A legalistic spirit can never understand or apply true grace & mercy.\

Now it is important we take a deeper look at prayer because this subject matter TLJC is getting ready to address is a staple and foundational exercise in the Christian’s life. 
/Prayer is one of the Christian’s most powerful & intimate tools. It is a gift from God and privilege that many Bel’s remain completely ignorant of.\

The prayer life for an Unbel has no meaning outside of seeking salvation. 
Any cosmic ritual or meditation process the Unbel… or for that matter a Bel involve themselves in… is closer to contact with the devil than it is to contact with Christ.      REPEAT

Sorry to seem harsh.
But that is simply the fact of the matter concerning worship and prayer.

/(Christian) Prayer is a form of worship, communication, guidance and strength also a weapon in spiritual warfare for others as well as self. Prayer is not a problem solving device to be used repeatedly after self-made misery engulfs us.\ 

The problem solving aspect of prayer should be reserved for when the attack against is so overwhelming and from outside forces that we are struggling to find our spiritual center and truly can’t see the doctrinal answer to resolve the problem. 

The sign of a mature Bel is one who can apply the BD they learn and resolve problems using divine guidance & the Word of God.

The baby Bel simply runs to God at every sign of trouble and therefore has no experience in problem-solving and applying the word. 

We have to remember our High Priest is the connection we have to the throne room of God.
/Heb 7:24 but Jesus, on the other hand, because He continues forever, holds His priesthood permanently. 25 Therefore He is able also to save forever those who draw near to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.\

Turn to Romans chapter 8.
There are 3 common principles every Bel should know concerning prayer.

/ 1. Christ is the only recognized Royal High Priest in heaven.
2. Only through the filling power of the Holy Spirit and our union with Christ does a Bel’s prayer carry divine authority to reach the throne. (unique to CA)
3. All prayer is addressed to God the Father through His Son.\

The only exception of prayer not following that protocol is for the Unbel crying out for salvation… that is a prayer that always reaches the divine throne room…. because God the HS is at work within that prayer. 
Look at Romans 8:26 concerning what God the HS does for the Bel.

Keep in mind there is a protocol… a right thing done in the right way in the plan of God and those 3 principles are your foundation in prayer. 

/The new Bel or confused Bel who is seeking God in prayer by the wrong means is not ignored. God first and foremost looks at our heart so that during times of confusion or stress the Bel’s prayer is never completely lost.\

Look at Romans chapter 8

/Rom 8:26 In the same way the Spirit also helps our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groaning’s too deep for words;\
Rom 8:27 and He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.
For those who love GOD is important in Romans chapter 8…many Bel’s do not have prayers answered because they have no real intimate relationship with God to begin with.

Their commitment and relationship with God consist of a visit to church once and awhile and a 20 dollar bill in a bucket.

Also many times prayer isn’t answered because the Bel is praying for something outside the will of God…it is for a selfish purpose. 
God won’t give you something that will take you further away from Him or even destroy you at some point. 

/True Christian prayer demands recognition of proper protocol, right motivation mixed with faith and understanding God’s divine nature.\

Without understanding these principles your prayer life will be weak at best. 

In this very study of Matthew chapter 6 there is the sample prayer that most Christians recognize bit don’t fully understand the meaning.
/Mat 6:9 “Pray, then, in this way:
‘Our Father who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name.
The beginning salutation is always addressed to the Heavenly Father.
Eph 3:14, 1Pet 1:17\

Again I’ll mention if you are in a panic situation or a baby Bel and you prayed quickly with the wrong protocol …God looks at the heart and more than likely that prayer was lifted up by the HS.

/God expects spiritual growth and a committed relationship to be a serious focus in a Bel’s life, therefore there comes a point that following divine protocol becomes essential.\
Turn to Ephesians chapter 3

The filling power of the HS should never be overlooked nor should it be taken lightly… it is one of the only power sources we have right now in time that we can tap into and then walk in the New Nature…receive guidance & remove the power of the flesh over us.
/Eph 6:18 With all prayer and petition pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the alert with all perseverance and petition for all the saints,
Being filled with the Holy Spirit the main power source for Christians.\ 
Look at Eph 3:13

Eph 3:13 Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory. 14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name,
/Eph 3:16 that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with power through His Spirit in the inner man,\
17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; and that you, being rooted and grounded in love,
Eph 3:18 may be able to comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ which surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled up to all the fullness of God.
ELABORATE   

The power source we have right now in the CA is the filling power of the HS…and the word of God circulating in our soul structure. Those two weapons give us power….give us discernment …fill us up to the fullest in our spiritual walk.

It is the protocol of the plan of God that we approach His throne with courage but also cleansed in mind and spirit from the cosmic garbage we pick up every day. 
Look at John chapter 14

The protocol is to go to the Father in that power of the HS….and it is through our union with Christ.

TLJC is name we pray under because He is our High priest….He is our savior and mediator. 

Start in John 14 v 11 where we see another great scripture connecting the Lord to God the Father Himself….TLJC is God. 
Joh 14:11 “Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father is in Me; otherwise believe because of the works themselves. 12 “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and greater works than these he will do; because I go to the Father.
/Joh 14:13 “Whatever you ask in My name, that will I do, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 “If you ask Me anything in My name, I will do it.\

This is why you hear mature Christians with doctrinal knowledge close every prayer out with the term…In Jesus name or in the name of Jesus Christ…amen.
We could say TLJC being High Priest and mediator is our connection….or our channel to the throne room of God the Father. God the HS gives us the power to reach upward toward the High Priest. 

As we close this message out I will cover the basic prayer principles for the Christian…but we will go deeper in the next lesson as we note the full doctrine of prayer. 
/Basic principles for the doctrine of prayer point us to divine protocol, God’s plan done in the right way, with proper motivation.\ 
Prayer that is careless and rushed often becomes fruitless because God looks upon your soul and sees whether your commitment to Him is genuine. 
/If you have been growing in the plan of God, more is given because more is expected of you. Following the plan with accuracy has greater blessings.
Luk 12:48, Rom 2:13, Joh 15:22\

Responsibility is a deciding factor when it comes to the plan of God….certainly if we are discussing blessing and rewards. 


/Luk 16:10 He who is faithful in a very little thing is faithful also in much; and he who is unrighteous in a very little thing is unrighteous also in much

Luke 16; goes on to teach you will never gain greater rewards/riches if you can’t even be trusted with small details.\

Accountability is another factor in the plan of God. Accountability means something you have learned about or grown into has now become your personal responsibility.  REPEAT

Think about your driver’s license, it was something you had to reach a certain age to receive… but even then it was up to you to gain the knowledge to pass a test to receive it. 

As and example;
/The new Bel has less accountability in the plan of God then the Bel who became born again 15 years ago.  There is a willful ignorance that comes into play for all Bels at some point in their spiritual walk. This accounts for most of the misery & confusion in Bel’s lives.\
There are no excuses after a Bel has been born again and saved for more than a few years, as to why they are still like babes in the word of God. 

/Prayer is for communication, thanksgiving, and guidance, spiritual warfare for others & self, strength as well as a common function of our spiritual priesthood.\

There are categories under each of these functions. We may be able to cover them next lesson.
/Prayer is designed to acknowledge the Father first with the filling power of the Holy Spirit secondary and it is all done on the merits or name of The Lord Jesus Christ.\

Even as we repent or rebound….seek forgiveness of sin… we go to the heavenly Father and then name and cite the sin… acknowledge our failure….no emotions need be involved.

We then ask thru the name or work of our Lord & Savior JC. At that point we are filled with the HS. 

It is not an emotional experience… though at times we can have emotions when we repent.

/Once we are cleansed (filled HS) prayer is then pure as we are walking in that new nature, having nothing or no one, between the Throne of God and ourselves. It is during those times of the filling power that our union with Christ is at its peak!\ 

Let me balance that out by saying even when you are sinning…failing miserable the Trinity is working in your favor, you have an indwelling power source of the Trinity yet it is being suppressed and grieved by your choices …but it will never leave you nor forsake you.

[bookmark: _GoBack]/2Tim 2:13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.\
Great scripture for eternal security right there! 



