Mat 247
Christian confidence

I believe that to finish off the last lesson concerning the Bel not allowing cosmic opinions to influence them and not being ashamed of TLJC, we must look at what Christian confidence looks like.
Turn to 2Peter chapter 3 RF.

/Christian confidence is not arrogance because real confidence is not derived from the flesh it is affiliated with the Bel’s union with Christ. This confidence is not given immediately at salvation, the tools are there but the application of that divine confidence comes as we gain levels of SM.\

Everything is given to the Bel at salvation but not everything given to that Bel is at its full capacity or fully understood by the Bel. It is a process – for some they skyrocket quickly inside the plan of God but for most Bels it is a journey of failures and successes. 

The first thing the Bel should do after salvation is get under accurate Bible teaching and learn the application of the filling power of God the HS.
                    REPEAT
The second thing for the new Bel to do is to relax and simply allow the word of God to wash over them habitually and it will start coming together as God the HS enlightens them.

Peter does a wonderful job in 2Peter chapter 3 highlighting what the growing Bel needs to focus on and what they need to accept concerning spiritual growth.

/2Pe 3:3 Know this first of all, that in the last days mockers will come with their mocking, following after their own lusts, 4 and saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all continues just as it was from the beginning of creation.”\
One of the key elements to help build spiritual confidence is recognize Satan has implemented a powerfully, hypnotic ideology into this cosmic system – a process of promoting & believing that God is either not real or HE is unfair.

Because, they believe nothing is visible since the cross, therefore the Bible is a big joke.
The new Bel needs to wake up to this principle and realize what angelic warfare looks like – understand why we were created in the first place.
2Pe 3:5 For when they maintain this, it escapes their notice that by the word of God the heavens existed long ago and the earth was formed out of water and by water,
2Pe 3:6 through which the world at that time was destroyed, being flooded with water.
This encapsulates the creation of the world and then Genesis chapter six where we know fallen angels copulated with human women. 
All Bels need to be clear on this historic event.
2Pe 3:7 But by His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men.
There is a definitive end to this world and what we see all around us every day – it will not remain the same forever and you can build your confidence on that fact as well. 
/2Pe 3:8 But do not let this one fact escape your notice, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years like one day.\
That is one of the most powerful statements a new Bel can digest. 
Because the world will always buck against the authority of the word of God and one of their big arguments is that nothing has happened since the Cross.
They basically think God is on a human calendar and on man’s timetable yet the Creator of the universe, is on HIS own time table.          REPEAT

2Pe 3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
Even those who ridicule and mock God, there is always an open door for them to come to believe in TLJC and change their lives forever.
But even the divine doorway does not stay open forever and these flawed human bodies do not last forever.

There will be a New Heaven and Earth.
2Pe 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up.
This is pointing us to eternity after the 1,000 years reign of TLJC on earth then comes the Great White Throne Judgement – which is seen in Revelation chapter twenty. 

2Pe 3:11 Since all these things are to be destroyed in this way, what sort of people ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness,
/2Pe 3:12 looking for and hastening (speudō) the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat!
This means a heightened excitement but not emotional abandon, an increase in speed or effort.\
SPOO-DAZ-OH this points us to anxiously awaiting our eternal glory and not foolishly crying out for the Lord every day so please note the difference. Often times it pointed to a strong desire to complete a task.        REPEAT

2Pe 3:13 But according to His promise we are looking for new heavens and a new earth, in which righteousness dwells.

There is a focus on the eternal that begins to develop over time – once the Bel gains some spiritual momentum. 

2Pe 3:14 Therefore, beloved, since you look for these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace, spotless and blameless,
2Pe 3:15 and regard the patience of our Lord as salvation; just as also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given him, wrote to you,

/2Pe 3:16 as also in all his letters, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to understand, which the untaught and unstable distort, as they do also the rest of the Scriptures, to their own destruction.\
The Bel in the early stages of spiritual growth should realize there are false teachers and counterfeits designed to distort the truth and drag them away from their calling.
2Pe 3:17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, be on your guard so that you are not carried away by the error of unprincipled men and fall from your own steadfastness,

The new Bel needs to be on their guard and in fact all stages of spiritual growth fall under the attack of false doctrine if you are not taught accurately and understand the power of God the HS.
It will not matter what level of spiritual growth you have achieved if you do not fully grasp the relationship of God the HS in this CA we live in and the accuracy of the word of God combined. 

Without that understanding and application you will never gain spiritual confidence. 
/2Pe 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.\
All Bels are called to grow up – that is part of the general plan of God for mankind. 
Remember there is a basic or general plan of God for all Bels and then there is your personal sense of destiny or a plan God designed just for you.

2Pet 3:18 is a call for all Bels in the plan of God.
Your spiritual maturity and confidence grow at a similar pace… they feed off one another. 
Turn to Ephesians chapter six with me.

There are some powerful military analogies in scripture and I think they will help the new Bel or weak Bel realize what is at stake concerning spiritual warfare and the fact that a soldier can not go into combat if they are frozen in fear.

/Just as in the military – a combat soldier must have a level of confidence in his training, his weapons and his abilities. There is also a sense of confidence a soldier gets by being under solid leadership & surrounded by other soldiers with confidence and skill. This can translate over to the spiritual as well.\
A Bel will become confident in their abilities after they have trained themselves and learned the basic principles and began to advance to deeper doctrines. 
They will develop confidence in a small group of other Bels who they know they can trust to keep them focused on task and also that their pastor has given them adequate teaching. 

Eventually they will step up toward a level of growth that they know they can stand alone if and when the battle calls them to do so.  

/Eph 6:11 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil.
True spiritual confidence is not arrogantly seeking out evil or bringing the fight to Satan. It is the ability to stand firm in what God the HS has revealed to you.\
You will have greater insight and spiritual strength over time and it will be revealed where you are in God’s plan.

It is there you find your strength to stand against attacks and lies. You know your strengths and weakness and you rely on your union with Christ for stability and God the HS for guidance. 
Eph 6:12 For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
The original Greek tells us blood and flesh – blood speaking to the life source of the human body and flesh pointing us to the OSN we all have.

These rulers – world forces and spiritual forces are like a demonic list of Satan’s armies. Pointing us to levels of command and combat specialists of the demon army – those in authority and with ability to manipulate mankind.
The Bel reaching toward SM realizes they can not focus on the flesh of others they realize there is a spiritual element to the attacks and lies of this cosmic system.  

/Eph 6:13 Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm.\
To stand firm was a Greek term for what the Roman military would do – histēmi. (HIS-STAY-ME) This verb meant a powerful stance with no hesitation of what was coming at you…you did not waiver.
 There was an intensity to this that speaks about standing strong during combat. 
Eph 6:14 Stand firm therefore, HAVING GIRDED YOUR LOINS WITH TRUTH, and HAVING PUT ON THE BREASTPLATE OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,
Again, the call is to take the military stance and each one of these scriptures is a call to action – to pick up and put on something, to stand in military fashion under fire.
TRUTH- tells us BD is inculcated in our soul structure. That breast plate of righteousness comes from our union with Christ.
These two go hand in hand - BD supports the Bel who applies the word and reflects the virtue and integrity of Christ. 
Eph 6:15 and having shod YOUR FEET WITH THE PREPARATION OF THE GOSPEL OF PEACE;

Your foundation is in your salvation – you have been reconciled to God and redeemed by the blood of Christ. You are justified and sanctified and rest in your eternal security. 
/Eph 6:16 in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one.
Your faith is what gives you strength enough to deflect and extinguish the verbal and mental assaults of the satanic agenda.\ 
Faith is a shield because it is a system of thinking that leads to application which comes from the truth of God’s word.
Those flaming arrows mean the mental aspect of Satan’s attack upon Bels – doubt, fear… anxiety.

Your faith in TLJC has now grown into a faith in the complete power of the Trinity and the word of God feeds that faith.
Eph 6:17 And take THE HELMET OF SALVATION, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.
The helmet connotes protection of the head and that means thinking with BD. All you gained at the moment of salvation has come into light and now you understand your strength is divine not from the flesh.
/ Eph 6:17 the sword of the Spirit - The word of God is both an offensive and defensive weapon but reliant upon that power from God the HS. Written in the Greek present tense, indictive mood, as a declaration of a dogmatic statement of fact. The word of God is always the weapon of choice – continues to be the most powerful protection!\
When it is absorbed and used properly.
The new Bel will gain greater confidence as the word of God becomes circulated into that soul structure and they have small victories applying it to their lives.

Until the Bel reaches a place of recognizing spiritual warfare and the call to action they may never get serious with the plan of God. 
This means they will have a weak spot in the area of spiritual confidence and speaking about Christ and standing against the onslaught of cosmic pressure will always be an area where insecurity or shame will creep into their soul.

/Heb 12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,\
The great cloud of witnesses speaks to angelic and human witnesses.

The Bel must recognize they need to cleanse themselves of sin and distraction because they are called into action.
That action happens in the New Nature.
Go to Colossians chapter two RF. 
/Heb 12:2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.\
Our focus should be on Christ and through HIM we gain spiritual momentum and real confidence. Think of what HE endured for us…we were the joy set before HIM. 

Do not be sidetracked with cosmic lies and distractions - stay focused on TLJC, it is HIS mind that will give you true confidence. If TLJC completed the work on that cross the Bel can rest in that!
/Col 2:4 I say this so that no one will delude you with persuasive argument.
This can be the big challenge for the new Bel or the weak Bel. Those with worldly intellect who seem like they are giving sound wisdom – yet it is cosmic viewpoint.\

Anything that opposes BD is a counterfeit no matter how good it sounds and how sweet the person is that gave it to you. 
Col 2:5 For even though I am absent in body, nevertheless I am with you in spirit, rejoicing to see your good discipline and the stability of your faith in Christ. 
/Col 2:6 Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,
Faith and the grace of God working in unison is how you received Christ – walk in that manner toward maturity.\

Keeping your positive attitude toward the Lord and your faith active, you can rely on God’s grace to gently pull you toward SM if you simply line your will up with HIS plan. 
The Bel need only take the study of the word of God serious and apply the power of God the HS and they will begin a journey toward SM that will give them confidence and boldness in the spiritual sense not their flesh. 
                     REPEAT
/2Cor 3:12 Therefore having such a hope, we use great boldness in our speech, 

Eph 3:12 in whom we have boldness and confident access through faith in Him. 13 Therefore I ask you not to lose heart at my tribulations on your behalf, for they are your glory.\
Paul taught that the Bel who is relying upon their union with Christ can speak boldly.

/Act 13:46 Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly and said, “It was necessary that the word of God be spoken to you first; since you repudiate it and judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we are turning to the Gentiles.\

Paul along with Barnabas were a potent team. In fact, Barnabas is the one who helped Paul transition into a relationship with the other Apostles. 
Barnabas was like the deacon all pastor’s wish they had.
Steadfast, loyal and willing to ride or die with you. 

/Act 14:3 Therefore they spent a long time there speaking boldly with reliance upon the Lord, who was testifying to the word of His grace, granting that signs and wonders be done by their hands.\
RF you can not put a price on a true doctrinal friend, one who understands the Royal family honor code. 

When the Bel refuses to grow in the plan of God they are actually trading off for a weak mentality and lack of discernment in their lives.

/Pro 28:1 The wicked flee when no one is pursuing, but the righteous are bold as a lion.
Psa 112:7 He will not fear evil tidings;
His heart is steadfast, trusting in the LORD.\
Steadfast is often used in the OT and it comes from the Hebrew verb kuwn (KOON) - meaning a fixed position, stable and firm, prepared and strong. Firmly established. 
/Isa 26:3 “The steadfast of mind You will keep in perfect peace, because he trusts in You. 4 “Trust in the LORD forever,
For in GOD the LORD, we have an everlasting Rock.\
That strength only comes from our relationship with the ROCK -Jesus Christ.

Who you trust and what you put your faith in matters, especially in times of adversity.

/The confidence the Bel needs comes from gaining momentum in God’s plan which is growth of the mind – what you have absorbed from your study of the word. If you truly put your faith in God’s word after salvation and understand the power of God the HS you will expand your spiritual I.Q. which in turn, will change you into a Christian with great discernment and boldness.\

/Christian confidence does not mean arrogance and an aggressive attitude. The confident Bel does not seek out conflict but is firm in standing up for what they believe. They are confident in who they are in Christ and where they are going in the future. A confident Christian displays Biblical norms and standards within their life, not sinless perfection.\

/The confident Christian does not have to prove they are right because they are confident what the word of God teaches them is accurate. Confident Christians do not waste time and energy in heated arguments after they have already presented truth to someone. A confident Christian can evaluate circumstances and realizes when to introduce doctrine or when to remain silent.\ 


/The confident Christian does not make an issue of sin, yet they recognize that it is the cause of separation between God & man.
Jam 4:17 Therefore, to one who knows the right thing to do and does not do it, to him it is sin.\
1Jhn 3:4, Jam 2:10-11, 1Jhn 1:6, 
Rom 3:23, Rom 14:23…I’ll leave you with these scriptures as homework to understand what I am teaching you.

You cannot be a confident, ambassador for Christ and consistently approach the Unbels and failing Bel with the self-righteous attitude about sin. 




 




