James #146
Godliness is a means of great gain.

We are now in the historic week leading up to our LORD sacrificing Himself for the sins of the world. 
He entered Jerusalem on a young donkey (Zec 9:9), which also aligns with prophetic words from the book of Daniel as far as timelines in prophecy goes. 
Many call it the passion week – from Palm Sunday into Resurrection Sunday.
I have covered this in the past, I believe I did a deeper dive many years ago when we were in our study of Matthew.
We will be covering the Resurrection this coming Sunday as we do the Lord’s Supper as well.
Please keep Randy (Nicky’s dad) in prayer.

Pick it back up in 1Timothy 6 RF.
We were looking at a great lesson from the Apostle Paul directed at Timothy, who was a growing and learning pastor-teacher at the time.

By the way the growing and learning never stops! 
Never believe a teacher who tells you they have every answer and know for certain everything in the Bible.

The first few verses in 1Tim 6, point to the doctrine of authority.
Then the Apostle Paul begins to remind Timothy not to stray from the accurate teaching of the WORD.
/1Tim 6:3 If anyone advocates a different doctrine and does not agree with sound words, those of our Lord Jesus Christ, and with the doctrine conforming to godliness,

There are always false teaching and false doctrines in the devil’s world. To be truly a Bel who conforms to – eusebeia, (godliness) means reaching upward into Spiritual maturity.\ 
IF is that first class condition - it is true, there were already many false teachers and skewed doctrines circulating. 
USE-SAH-BUY-A, is spiritual maturity, whereas spirituality, is a Bel operating within the two power options in the proper context. 
/As you consistently move forward in God’s plan for your life and continue in spirituality (2 power options), true godliness will happen naturally in your life. There is no substitute for spirituality and growing toward SM (godliness) – yet the Apostle Paul is teaching Timothy there are those out there who walk in lies and counterfeits. \
This is also highlighting some of the Jewish converts at Jerusalem under Pastor James, pointing to our exact subject matter;

1Ti 6:4 he is conceited and understands nothing; but he has a sick craving for controversial questions and disputes about words, from which come envy, strife, abusive language, evil suspicions,

The Greek present tense tells us they never understand BD, they are caught in blind arrogance, often becoming slaves to religious legalism.
Much of what verse 4 is pointing out is related to emotional teaching, inordinate fascination with prophecies and miracles, which all lead to controversial arguments and human opinions.
  
/1Ti 6:5 and constant friction between people of depraved mind and deprived of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of gain.

While godliness (SM) is prosperity, prosperity is not necessarily godliness. We are godly because of maximum doctrine resident in the soul.\
Many people assume if they are godly people that the blessings of wealth and prosperity will fall into their laps.
The problem is the motivation and desires are not for GOD, they are not for maturity. 
They are desiring the prosperity that can come from it.             REPEAT
We closed last lesson with some very serious principles in relation to this study in James 2, concerning verses 4-5. It was referencing how we should never judge anyone and that the poor and unknown of the world are usually in the majority who inherit the kingdom of GOD.

This can be misconstrued and taught inaccurately, so that is why we have anchored ourselves in this study;
/Whenever a Believer is prosperous it does not mean that he/she is also mature. Prosperity does not imply godliness (SM). While super-grace maturity brings forms of prosperity, prosperity is not super-grace maturity.  Godliness (maturity) is the basis for true prosperity but prosperity does not indicate godliness, it may be worldliness being blessed by Satan.\  
Listen carefully to these principles.

Because many Christians have this twisted, they think they are blessed every time something good happens and cursed, when problems show up on their doorstep.
/A Believer can become prosperous or successful, they can have a happy life, it does not necessarily mean that he or she is in a godly status of maturity. They may have had some blessing by association or even blessings from following divine establishment principles. The blessings of maturity which display a godly life come with a calm assurance and Fruit of Spirit manifesting consistently.\ 
If some blessings have happened in your life and your relationship with God is shaky and you have very little faith.
You have no calm assurance during difficult times, then you can assume you are not at SM. 
                               REPEAT
Just as when the you know what, hits the fan… your first prayer is a cry for help from God, you cry out for immediate deliverance  – that is often a sign you have no spiritual skills and lack an understanding of BD.
/Remembered that the devil is also in the prosperity business, meaning -worldly blessings. They never sustain anyone for a lifetime and they often bring more misery and confusion over time, then true happiness and assurance. The Christian who truly obtains godliness will have a lifestyle marked by confidence, assurance, relaxed mental attitude and an incredible, gratitude even for the most common blessings in life, they have real capacity.\  
That is the only way we could ever evaluate anyone else – and the truth is we need to focus on our own walk with GOD.

/Even a Believer may receive temporary happiness, a stint of prosperity, promotion or success from cosmic system participation. All that indicates is that they have been in reversionism and lining up with the policy of evil that will eventually end in misery. Self-induced misery will lead to divine discipline, which removes the prosperity or uses the prosperity as the system of discipline.\

Now you can see what must accompany true godliness;
1Ti 6:6 But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment.
/This contentment (autarkeia) – means self-sufficient, in perfect standing as one prepared. One who has developed a capacity for life from all the challenges, distractions, difficulties and blessings combined. It is not a stance of arrogance or prideful strength (flesh) – it is a Bel who has fully surrendered to the plan of God and walks in union with Christ habitually. Their very essence of strength is derived from TLJC.\ 
AOUS-TAK-REE-A, means steadfast, in need of no assistance. This noun comes from a root word for content. Yet the deeper meaning here, is a supernatural power to remain firm no matter what – in blessings and adversity.  
                        REPEAT
That in itself is a form of prosperity. 
The great gain speaks to real prosperity – which is not always monetary as many people will lead you to believe.
Prosperity is when you have a sense of true contentment in your life because of your relationship with GOD – that is divine happiness. 

Exactly what Paul teaches Timothy;
1Ti 6:7 For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it, either.
Your bank account, car and marriage, or your business and house, will not follow you into the next life.
1Ti 6:8 If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.

The Apostle Paul is the voice of experience here… not fluff and wishful thinking. 
/Phl 4:11 Not that I speak from need, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. 12 I know how to get along with little, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.\
The part of this most Christians miss, is that PAUL LEARNED this…it is a skill set not an emotional wish list.
The issue in SM, or what we know as living a godly life, is from within the soul not the exterior circumstances – money, marriage, home…wealth or poverty. 
                        REPEAT
/Phl 4:13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.

The Apostle Paul gives no credit to the flesh – it is through our union with Christ, application of the two power options that we get to this stage in our spiritual walk.\ 

1Ti 6:9 But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap, and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge people into ruin and destruction.
The trap is intentional set up by Satan.
Those who want to get rich – the focus again is on motivation…GOD looks at the heart.
The devil’s world is designed to keep you yearning for more… always chasing yet never fulfilled, even after we capture that what we thought would make us feel content. 
/1Tim 6:9 - many foolish and harmful desires which plunge people into ruin and destruction.

The fall and plunge is written as a pre, act, ind, they KEEP falling and plunging into traps and destruction. This is a matter of fact for those who think and live within this sphere of worldliness.\
The present tense means it is ongoing, the active voice, points to our own personal responsibility. 
The indictive mood, is a solid, fact of life in the cosmic system.
The Greek word for drowning or sinking in water is, bythizō - (BOOTH-EEDZO), to be plunged into water and begin to sink or to drown… which takes a period of time.
This is speaking to bringing pain, injury, misery and eventually drowning onto yourself…because of this attitude and motivation. 
/1Ti 6:10 For the love of money (philargyria) is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

This is taken from the root word for personal love and an attitude of greed combined. THE ROOT is from this motivation – not money itself.\ 
FILLOG-OH-REE-A, a personal love, it is a covetous love affair. A very unique word used one time in the NT.
The other word – longing, is in the Greek present tense and is also used to describe a type of greedy attitude. That verb means you keep reaching for it and keep focusing upon it.
/1Tim 6:10 - The view is plural within this statement there are many ‘evils’, that stem from this root of a desire for wealth. Money is a creation of GOD, for a human economy and daily functions. It is designed to sustain and bless in the proper context of this natural world. It can be abundant or minimal, either way it is not a status of spirituality.\
Money is an incredibly useful slave and yet it is also a cruel master – that depends upon the capacity in the person’s soul. 
The inordinate desire for money is a root of many types of evil – people lose their integrity; they step upon one another physically and emotionally. Many lose their sanity over it – yet it is not money that is the issue.
                          REPEAT 
IT IS the greedy desires for it!
Just like everything GOD creates - Satan and mankind distort it and try to destroy it.
Our world functions on basic economic principles of trade, monetary exchanges as well as skills and education. 
/The Bels like Job, David, Abraham and Sarah are great examples of having wealth which increases as they keep getting closer to GOD. They did not get distracted or pulled away because their focus was always on GOD. They handled the adversity and kept forward momentum.\ 
1Ti 6:11 But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance, and gentleness.
Continue to flee from these things – Greek present tense. Imperative mood is a command, a serious warning! 
/Righteousness is only found in union with Christ – walk in the new nature more so than the old nature.
Godliness is pointing to SM.
Faith is our foundation starting at salvation (mustard seed), yet growing as we forge ahead in the world using our two power options.\

/Love is virtue love, found in the nature of Christ – impersonal & unconditional.
Perseverance, and gentleness, work hand in hand. You can never achieve a compassionate and gentle nature, without self-discipline and endurance. The Believer must stay the course toward maturity.\
1Ti 6:12 Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and for which you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
Notice the call to run a race and compete in a strenuous event, to fight a good fight – all of these descriptions the Apostle Paul uses in his teaching, because we are called into battle after salvation.
The Christian who is willing to pull away from the emotional nonsense and religious rituals and get serious with their relationship with God.
 Will not fall victim to wrong motivation, wrong norms and standards and wrong priorities. 
/Rom 12:2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.\

