2Thess #17
The confused Believers at Thessalonica are alive and well today!

Let us get back on track within our current study of the letters to the church at Thessalonica. We left off in 2Thessalonians chapter one, so we will pick it up and read right through into verse 8.
We need to get back on track where we left off. 

2Thes 1:1 Paul, Silvanus, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
We opened this study with an introduction to the men like Timothy and Silvanus and their role under the Apostle Paul’s authority. 
2Th 1:2 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
We touched on aspects of God’s grace and peace within HIS perfect plan.

2Th 1:3 We ought always to give   thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is only fitting, because your faith is increasing abundantly, and the love of each and every one of you toward one another grows ever greater.
2Th 1:4 As a result, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.
We studied how endurance, faith and perseverance enable a Bel to keep moving toward maturity.

2Th 1:5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you indeed are suffering.
We noted that often times a Bel has some suffering for blessings in their walk. 
2Th 1:6 For after all it is only right for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,
We left off right here…learning about affliction. Highlighting the difference between self-induced afflictions and testing for spiritual growth. 

Now verses 7 and 8 go hand in hand as a large picture of the result of the end times.
It is a broad stroke painting that the Apostle Paul speaks of, because the issue within Thessalonica that he wanted to draw attention to, was related to false eschatology. 

/2Th 1:7 and to give relief to you who are afflicted, along with us, when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels 8 in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God, and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus.\

This is an introduction to a reprimand that the Apostle Paul is about to lay upon this congregation.
He is speaking to an end result of the Tribulation period.
Making them look at the big picture before he breaks it down in smaller increments and repetitive teaching of the divine order of the coming end times.
Repetitive - because this is not the first time that they have been taught on basic eschatology.  
                            REPEAT
/Repetition is how we learn and how we grow. It is a learning stick that a good teacher or leader uses consistently and creatively, while striking those under their authority with love. Reprimand is a toll needed in leadership. Yet reprimand with no value of knowledge and integrity behind it, is nothing more than tyrannical, temper tantrums.\

The second chapter of Thessalonians deals primarily with the Tribulation, second advent, and an occasional reference to the Millennium. 
Good leadership or teachers know how to give the big picture – show the final goal. 
Yet they never stop teaching the categories of chronological order and increments along the way, leading up to the final goal. 
                           REPEAT
Fathers - you can’t just tell your 12-year son to mow the lawn and never teach him about the moving parts, the gas and starting mechanism. 
You also need to teach that young boy how to properly push the mower and stay on course and give safety warnings. 
The final goal and big picture is a finely manicured lawn – that won’t happen, until that 12 year old boy is properly trained and skilled at landscaping. 
The Apostle Paul has highlighted the big picture – the end result of what is coming after the Rapture.

The primary purpose of the letters to Thessalonica is to explain the fact that the Tribulation is a time of great reversion on the earth. It will become the time that GOD allows Satan and his army a final push to overthrow mankind’s world as we know it.

It the time that Satan will have a momentary throne on earth that is very visible. (MOMENTARY!) 
It is the final result of mankind living for self and the final cycle of discipline for the nation of Israel.  
It is the truth of the fact that only GOD can bring happiness and peace and eternal life is only found in TLJC.

In the gospel of Matt 24 we find the word “tribulation” related to this period.
/After the Rapture of the Church we have Daniel’s seventieth week (Dan 9) which is a divine designation of tribulation. Technically, it should be called “the great reversion” because that is what it is. This period of reversionism which leads to a catastrophic, tribulation period is going to get an explanation. Because the Thessalonians had been persuaded since Paul left, that they were going through all or part of the Tribulation.\

That is the big problem, it is today as well. It opens a stage up for false teachers and phony prophets leading people into fear and confusion over the end times.
A portion of the church at Thessalonica allowed false teaching to influence them, they thought they were going through the Tribulation because they were having so much trouble. Again, we have this today in the church as well.
There are Christians today who think we are already in the Tribulation.

There are Christian today who think a politician is going to be a savior.
There are Christians today who think that we are currently involved in ushering in a 1,000, years of peace and perfection without a Rapture of the church.

There are Christians today who think dispensations don’t matter at all.
 
/Remember that 490 years were promised from the time that the Jews would come back from the fifth cycle of discipline; 483 years were fulfilled up to the time of the cross, resurrection and ascension. Then the Church Age interrupts that period and the last seven years or Daniel’s seventieth week occurs after the Church is removed because it is the conclusion of the Age of Israel.\
I may touch on the mathematics and prophecy behind this starting next lesson. 

I taught on this doctrine years ago but repetition is how we learn. 
The Jewish Age cannot be concluded while the Jews are still under the fifth cycle and therefore God ordained that it would be concluded at the proper time because the Jewish Age (Dispensation of Israel) ends at the second advent. 
The fifth cycle of discipline is complete when TLJC steps down on earth and wipes out the battle of Armageddon. 
                               REPEAT
/The Church-age dispensation came into focus during the earthly ministry of TLJC, it was an obvious transition period and introduction to something new. The church came into full authority on the day of Pentecost. The church will come to an end and goes out under its resurrection & ascension (Rapture) just before the full ignition of the Tribulation. Then the Jewish Age continues to its proper conclusion which is the second advent.\

 At the conclusion of the Church Age the Church goes up; at the conclusion of the Jewish Age Christ comes down. 
The Jewish Age has been interrupted but not concluded. 
                              REPEAT 
We will close today in 2Timothy chapter 3 RF.
This is what the Thessalonian Believers did not understand. 
They bought false teaching about the end times. So, from this point forward the Apostle Paul is doing a crash course on eschatology as the primary subject matter.
/Keep in mind, NO ONE has exact dates and exact persons and exact government bodies who will be instrumental in the Tribulation. What we do know is in scripture – Ten kingdoms (governments, leaders or nations) will arise to positions of global power. Israel will be persecuted, more specifically the bloodline of the Jews. Christians will be targeted as well. One world, globalist movement will become front and center (banking, religion and leadership). Accurate Bible teaching, will dissipate. Rebellion toward real, Godly principles will become extremely aggressive.\ 
The Temple in Jerusalem being rebuilt can happen almost overnight. So don’t look for that during the build up of the Tribulation, though it is a possibility.

No one said it had to be brick and mortar temple, perhaps it is a large tent type of temple like the Exodus generation travelled with.
Besides, that construction will probably happen at the beginning of the 7 years of Tribulation. It would then be completed at the 3 ½ year mark.
Let us close in 2Timothy with a look at what we may possibly recognize right now leading up to the Rapture;
/2Tim 3:1 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.

Mat 24:37 “For the coming of the Son of Man will be just like the days of Noah.

God’s is not on our timetable. Last days, as well as, the coming of, - may well be a stretch of 120 years or 120 days.\
The Apostle Paul is using a future tense and so was TLJC – and the words they chose, highlighted a buildup or a pathway toward something.
In other words – as the end time event of the Tribulation is coming, or - while we are getting ready to see the return of Christ in the 2nd Advent this is what to expect.

2Ti 3:2 For people will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, slanderers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy,
Just think about our own country here in America in the year of our LORD 2023.
/Since the 1960’s we have become the most highly medicated and narcissistic country on the map. Many other societies imitate America. Yet we lead the way in self-worship, celebrity worship, drug abuse (pharma & illegal), as well as rapidly, growing sexually, deviant lifestyles. Hatred for the Jews has increased, as Christianity has been watered down, to the point of becoming unrecognizable next to accurate scriptural interpretation. \ 

2Ti 3:3 unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good,
2Ti 3:4 treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God,
/2Ti 3:5 holding to a form of godliness although they have denied its power; avoid such people as these.

This speaks to Christians and those claiming to be Christians, who never gain momentum. Because BD and the filling power of the HS are not part of their daily application.\
Many do not even understand anything about the two power options.
Yet without them you have no spiritual growth…you have no divine, good works.
Most Christians today can not be recognized from the lifestyles of most in the cosmic system. The Unbels they associate with, they have more in common with them, then they do with doctrinal Bels.
/2Ti 3:6 For among them are those who slip into households and captivate weak women weighed down with sins, led on by various impulses (poikilos epithymia),

The Greek present tense, tells us this is a lifestyle – habitual. Many avenues, several pathways of lust patterns and strong emotional desires.\ 
POY-KEY-US   EPI-THO-ME-AH, this points us to many diverse and sorted patterns of emotional waves, lusts and desires.

Weak women - is divine sarcasm, used by the Apostle Paul to warn Timothy of how the congregation can be filled with those who are either emotional Christians. Or not even true Bels, but are there to bring drama and division to the congregation. 
Weak men and weak women led about by emotions and every new doctrine that floats their way!
2Ti 3:7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
The church was dealing with this nearly two thousand years ago and I can safely tell you today…it may even be much worse. 
People are much more in tune to gossip, emotional ministries such as music and story-telling…false prophets and colorful teachers, then they are to truly becoming academic students of the mind of Christ.
                     REPEAT
/2Ti 3:8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men of depraved mind, worthless in regard to the faith.

These two court magicians were considered the spiritual leaders under Pharaoh. They had roles of spiritual teaching and were considered experts at religious rituals. (dark arts)\
2Ti 3:9 But they will not make further progress; for their foolishness will be obvious to all, just as was that also of Jannes and Jambres.

/In the year of our Lord 2023 we have many versions of Jannes and Jambres behind pulpits, speaking as spiritual gurus, performing miracles and entertaining the weak women in the congregation. Satan ordains teachers and leaders within religion and many are counterfeits inside the church of Jesus Christ! You were called to accurately handle the word and grow in God’s grace and knowledge, not excel at emotional nonsense and prophetic speculation. \

/2Pet 3:18 but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory, both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.

Eph 4:15 but speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the head, that is, Christ,\

/Col 1:10 so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;

2Pet 1:8 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they do not make you useless nor unproductive in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.\




/2Tim 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a worker who does not need to be ashamed, accurately handling the word of truth.

2Cor 11:13 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 14 No wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light.\



