Mat 79

The Unbeliever who flies under the radar

This type of Unbel is slightly different than that Scribe we noted recently.

I think it’s important at this point that we look at a principle that often is put into question about God’s choice of the 12 Apostles and the one being the famous betrayer of our Lord.

It falls under the same type of question as to why God chose Satan as the leader and guardian to the throne among all other angels. 
God is the author of everything….He knew who would betray Him.
Actually it’s really not too complicated from my own personal viewpoint.
God decided to deal with rebellion and the fact that mankind or angels left to their own devices will always fall into evil sooner or later. 

God did that by allowing free will into the angelic and human realm so there would never be the excuse that we didn’t have a choice.
As you may realize both Judas Iscariot & Satan had ample time to repent and come back to God…yet both made negative choices.
Let’s cover this topic in our lesson today…let’s read over Matthew chapter 8 starting in verse 23.

/Mat 8:23 When He got into the boat, His disciples followed Him.\
Mat 8:24 And behold, there arose a great storm on the sea, so that the boat was being covered with the waves; but Jesus Himself was asleep.
Mat 8:25 And they came to Him and woke Him, saying, “Save us, Lord; we are perishing!”
Mat 8:26 He said to them, “Why are you afraid, you men of little faith?” Then He got up and rebuked the winds and the sea, and it became perfectly calm.
Mat 8:27 The men were amazed, and said, “What kind of a man is this, that even the winds and the sea obey Him?”

I mentioned last lesson that the ones who went into the boat were showing faith and I said the majority were… what I would say… positive Bels.
/The boat was filled with Believers but the evidence is that at least one (Judas Iscariot) was flying under the radar. By all accounts, Judas was probably not possessed at this point in his life.\
Turn to Galatians chapter 2 with me.

We do not see Satan himself enter into Judas Iscariot until the last supper.
In John 13:27 it tells us that at the moment Judas saw Jesus dip the bread into the olive oil Satan entered him. 

/Mat 7:15 “Beware of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.
There are not only false prophets/teachers and false Messiah’s there are false Bels.\

In Gal chapter 2….The Apostle Paul was dealing with legalism being introduced into this church…this group of Bels were infiltrated by those who wanted to add works into salvation, they were making issues out of circumcision for salvation, issues out of Mosaic Law being a form of spirituality. 
Gal 2:1 Then after an interval of fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along also.
Gal 2:2 It was because of a revelation that I went up; and I submitted to them the gospel which I preach among the Gentiles, but I did so in private to those who were of reputation, for fear that I might be running, or had run, in vain.
Gal 2:3 But not even Titus, who was with me, though he was a Greek, was compelled to be circumcised.
/Gal 2:4 But it was because of the false brethren (pseudadelphos) secretly brought in, who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage.\  SUE-DOD-DO-FASS
Meaning a false brother or one who pretends…someone who appears on the surface to be along-side you but in their heart they are truly not committed or believing exactly what you believe.
REPEAT
This Greek masculine noun is only used twice in NT. 
Gal 2:5 But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel would remain with you.
Paul would go on to warn them against legalism and making an issue of circumcision which medically is a cleaning system and health protocol but has nothing to do with salvation. It was a form of symbolism from the OT…a dispensation under Abraham that was the first establishment of the Jewish race. It was a shadow of what was to come in the CA we live in…we have a new nature the old nature was removed…circumcised at the Cross of Christ!

The Apostle Paul would actually reprimand the Apostle Peter over how Peter was caving into the Judaizes when they showed up on the scene Peter would actually separate from Gentile Bels during meals…you can see that in verse 11 and on from there.

The important principle in this is that-
/Unbelievers can be involved in doctrinal ministries and can also align themselves with positive Believers because the exterior of a man/woman is almost impossible to use as a gauge to evaluate if someone is born again or not.\
Unbels can be very moral and they can be legalistic and self-righteous so they may seem very holy on the surface.
The best we can do is examine a person’s fruit as we learned in Matthew chapter 7 a few months ago. 

Even that is tricky….because we are not to be occupied with being a fruit inspector all the time.

The Apostle Paul brought up false brethren and false teachers as did Peter so this is not a one-time thing…it is mention about false brethren in the church several times…it was a common warning from the Apostles.
/2Co 11:26 I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the sea, dangers among false brethren; (pseudadelphos)\
SUE-DOD-DO-FASS
Same Greek term from Gal 2:4
False brethren is a reality of the Christian way of life…and some Unbels come into a church and they have a great attitude and they are friendly yet they never come to truly believe on TLJC.
/1Jo 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world.\
This holds true for our closest friendships and intimate relationships as well…a positive Bel can be dragged away from truth in a very short period of time when they allow cosmic relationships to enter into their lives.
/Jde 1:4 For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.\
Notice they were already recognized by God in eternity past.
Turn to Titus chapter one.

This has nothing to do with some people being pre-destined to hell…but that God knows what our choices will be in the end.
God knows the beginning from the end and He knows many will reject His precious Son’s grace gift of salvation.

The scriptures we just studied in Galatians chapter two are exactly what we see written in the book of Acts…which is like a 30 year overview of the Apostles ministries. 
/Act 15:24 “Since we have heard that some of our number to whom we gave no instruction have disturbed you with their words, unsettling your souls,\
WHOM WE GAVE NO INSTRUCTION!
ELABORATE
There never was a time in the history of Christianity…even the foundational period when TLJC was establishing His church…before the Cross, that did not have Unbels and legalistic Bels infiltrating the ranks! 
Unbels have been in and out of the church since TLJC walked the earth and even back in OT history when the Jews were established…Unbels were in the mix. 

Tit 1:10 For there are many rebellious men, empty talkers and deceivers, especially those of the circumcision,
Tit 1:11 who must be silenced because they are upsetting whole families, teaching things they should not teach for the sake of sordid gain.
Tit 1:12 One of themselves, a prophet of their own, said, “Cretans are always liars, evil beasts, lazy gluttons.”
Tit 1:13 This testimony is true. For this reason reprove them severely so that they may be sound in the faith,
/Tit 1:14 not paying attention to Jewish myths and commandments of men who turn away from the truth.\
Though this points out teachers and pastors there is also the element of those who follow that false teaching.
When they are given truth they turn away from it…they never fully accept it and that begins in the heart before you see the exterior results. 
Tit 1:15 To the pure, all things are pure; but to those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is pure, but both their mind and their conscience are defiled.     REPEAT
Notice the mind…the heart is the problem… that is where it all begins!
/Tit 1:16 They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient and worthless for any good deed.\
Many people give lip service to God.
Many people check the box that is labelled Christian… but they never truly believed nor do they really follow the word of God outside of showing up at a church once and awhile. 

/Americans have always had a solid 70% tally number concerning Christians. Recent studies (2014-16) dug much deeper discovering that only 30% of the 70 actually go to church weekly. Only 10% of that 30 actually believe and follow Biblical principles.\  
That means out of 7 American Christians only 1 would appear to be a true Believer. If we evaluate by what they believe and what they live in. 
Having a Judas Iscariot in your church environment may be more common than you realize!
/Unbelievers often continue in a church because of family ties or peer pressure. There are some who are searching for something; Answers, relationships & proof are the most common reasons. Yet they never come to fully believe.\

This type of Unbel is often willing to follow along with others, they may have difficult questions yet they do not overtly speak out against the word of God until they have become frustrated or bored with the study of the word. 

Once the Word of God challenges their ego and lifestyle they will begin to either slowly push away from the word or openly attack the word & abruptly walk away.   REPEAT
The part that fools many Bels is that there was a friendship or a type of fellowship that went on for a period of time and then this person peels away or simply walks away one day.

We simply do not know what lies in the heart of man.
/Jhn 2:24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men,\
Yet we know Jesus trusted Judas Iscariot with the finances and Judas was dipping into the money….Jesus knew He assigned a thief to that position.
There is an interesting prophecy in the book of Psalms concerning Jesus & Judas.
/Psa 41:9 Even my close friend in whom I trusted, who ate my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.
Judas and Jesus had a close friendship as did the other 11 men. Judas liked Jesus and wanted to be part of a rebellion, he did not BELIEVE Jesus was the Messiah.\ 
What many people lose sight of is that early on when Jesus Christ was still not the visible Messiah…several of the 12 Apostles were already following John the Baptist. 
/Judas Iscariot was friends with a few of the Apostles before Jesus Christ came on the scene. Judas would have been a witness to what John the Baptist was preaching. Judas along with several of the Apostles were involved in groups that were referred to as ‘Zealots’.\
These were organizations that were plotting and planning rebellion against the Roman Empire and many of the disciples were probably involved in riots and attacks against Roman soldiers when Jesus was busy doing labor and carpentry work with his human father Joseph. 
/Judas was interested in the excitement of the moment and rebellion against the Roman Empire. He was an opportunist who seized the chance for personal & financial gain. His beliefs lined up with the Pharisees & Scribes not with the grace and love Jesus was preaching.\

But he developed a respect for Jesus and from all accounts he was genuinely sorry that he betrayed TLJC.
/Judas could have turned to the Lord at any point before the Cross and asked forgiveness and believed in Jesus as the Messiah, yet from all historic accounts Judas died and Unbel.\
A few scholars claim that his guilt and suicide was a sign that he may have believed in the Lord before he took his life but we simply have little or no evidence to that theory.
As our study goes deeper into the book of Matthew…we will see TLJC give Judas all the same power He gave to the other 11 Apostles, showing us TLJC is always willing to wait and go the extra mile for all of us.  
/(Mat 13) The parable of the Tares (weeds) and the Wheat is a great example of Bels and Unbels side by side and when the harvest (judgment) finally comes one the weeds are pulled up and burned!\
[bookmark: _GoBack]The parables often point to future events but fit the day in which they were written…. and also for the CA we live in today.
