Mat #52
The façade of legalism is exposed.

Intro to Matthew chapter 6
/Mat 6:1 “Beware of practicing your righteousness before men to be noticed by them; otherwise you have no reward with your Father who is in heaven.\
Mat 6:2 “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full. 3 “But when you give to the poor, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,
Mat 6:4 so that your giving will be in secret; and your Father who sees what is done in secret will reward you.

We are going to begin this introduction into Matthew chapter 6 with a direct look at that first verse that speaks to the Bel about proper motivation and the façade of the Christian way of life many people claim to live in. 

In Mat chapter 5 TLJC made it clear what’s in the heart…the soul structure what we think… and how we are motivated is the key to true Christianity. 
/Intro to Mat chapter 6 –The lesson will point directly toward the self- righteousness of the Scribes and the Pharisees, how it was overt, hypocritical, legalistic and religious. \
This righteousness was personally condemned by Jesus Christ later on in Matthew chapter 23. 

/Mat 23:1 Then Jesus spoke to the crowds and to His disciples, 2 saying: “The scribes and the Pharisees have seated themselves in the chair of Moses; 3 therefore all that they tell you, do and observe, but do not do according to their deeds; for they say things and do not do them\
It goes on to say they tie heavy burdens to others and do not even lift a finger themselves…. they love the attention in public and the high seat of authority to be noticed and respected by others.

/This righteousness promotes two categories of false doctrine: salvation by works and spirituality by works. \

 These future disciples cannot operate under such righteousness and at the same time serve Christ. 

The disciples are on the mountain with Jesus Christ at this time. They are going to be sent out to serve the Lord — to the lost sheep of the house of Israel — but already these disciples have been influenced by the religion of Israel, by Judaism, by the scribes and the Pharisees. 

Therefore at this point …
/Jesus Christ must cut through this facade of self-righteousness, this phoney front of legalism, and He must give them a true basis for serving the Lord. They needed to recognize a change from within the soul is imperative.\  

This righteousness substitutes religion for regeneration and the social gospel for the Biblical gospel.     REPEAT
/Jesus wants the disciples to present regeneration rather than religion. Grace rather than guilt, true spirituality rather than a forced display of human good.\

Please turn to Romans chapter 8

God looks at the heart…at man’s motivation and human good is considered dead works in the eyes of God.
/Isa 64:6 For all of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; and all of us wither like a leaf, and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away.\   ID-AH    BEG-ED
`iddah beged -Hebrew term = (filthy garment) this is the same meaning we would use today for a feminine product that was used and ready to be thrown out. Again I stress this point….Bible study is an adult subject it is designed for big boys & big girls… so I think we know the monthly feminine product we are discussing here. 

Rom 8:5 For those who are according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who are according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6 For the mind set on the flesh is death, but the mind set on the Spirit is life and peace,
/Rom 8:7 because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not even able to do so, 8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.\
Rom 8:9 However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.    REPEAT LAST!

ELABORATE  about lifestyle…

The Bel needs a serious relationship with God to be able to grow within His plan and at some point begin to walk continually in the power sources we are indwelt with at the moment of salvation.

Maybe you are a new Bel or someone who has struggled in your relationship with God…the key principle to remember is that our flesh is dead and dead flesh can produce nothing but stench and more death.

Put your trust in the divine Father who will not waiver nor reject you if you earnestly seek Him.

/Luk 11:13 “If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”
Giving us salvation and afterward spiritual growth!\
Many Bels get lost in the day to day distractions of the cosmic system and that is part of Satan’s plan for the Bels…distract and wear them down.
They forget to connect to God…they forget to cleanse themselves and have prayer time and communication with the Lord.     SEEK & ASK GOD!!!

/1Cor 3:16 Do you not know that you are a temple of God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
Gal 4:6 Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”\

You can have a tender heart when talking to God…you can have a bad day and get alittle frustrated when talking to God…you can ask Him questions and seek Him for answers…never forget that.

We have a divine tabernacle erected in our soul. It is there to wash sins clean and give us direct contact with the Trinity.     Back in Matthew chapter 6-

/ Mat 6:2 “So when you give to the poor, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their reward in full.\
The Pharisees and Scribes and Sadducees were very public about what they did for others.

Public displays of prayer or giving and lecture others as well as publicly giving coins to beggars and those less fortunate was very common practice among these Jewish leaders.

Turn to Luke chapter 12 with me.

The great Bible scholar Matthew Henry put it like this in his commentary on the subject;
/ Pursuant to this intention, they chose to give their alms in the synagogues, and in the streets, where there was the greatest concourse of people to observe them, who applauded their liberality because they shared in it, but were so ignorant as not to discern their abominable pride.     Matthew Henry\
REPEAT
The reward these types of people receive is public recognition to boost their egos… that’s it… no spiritual reward or blessing. 

/Luk 12:1 Under these circumstances, after so many thousands of people had gathered together that they were stepping on one another, He (Jesus) began saying to His disciples first of all, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. \
Luk 12:2 “But there is nothing covered up that will not be revealed, and hidden that will not be known. 3 “Accordingly, whatever you have said in the dark will be heard in the light, and what you have whispered in the inner rooms will be proclaimed upon the housetops.

At some point or another in God’s divine timing everything will be revealed…It may be at the judgment seat or it may happen next month or next year, trust in the fact that TLJC controls history and all questions will get answered someday and all wrong doing and injustice will be revealed. 
I can tell you the Bible teaches the Christian to be generous and the principle is written all over scriptures.
/Pro 11:24 There is one who scatters, and yet increases all the more,
And there is one who withholds what is justly due, and yet it results only in want. 25 The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters will himself be watered.\

Government can’t regulate charity they can’t force people to be generous… that steps upon our freedom.
The Christian who covets and hordes his or her wealth and goods is outside the plan of God for their lives….it is polar opposite of the fruit of the spirit.
/Pro 22:9 He who is generous will be blessed, for he gives some of his food to the poor.
Pro 28:27 He who gives to the poor will never want, but he who shuts his eyes will have many curses.\
Go to 2Cor chapter 9 as we close this message out.
The first thing a Bel should do is make sure they have their lives in order….they have their bills paid first. 
Then they can focus on generosity toward their church or spiritual leaders…after that they should give to a charity or assist the poor when they have extra. 
Generosity isn’t always about money….time, talent and treasure count for something in the plan of God. REPEAT

/2Cor 9:6 Now this I say, he who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.\
7 Each one must do just as he has purposed in his heart, not grudgingly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.
2Cor 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed; 9 as it is written,
“HE SCATTERED ABROAD, HE GAVE TO THE POOR, HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS
ENDURES FOREVER.”
10 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness;
2Cor 9:11 you will be enriched in everything for all liberality, which through us is producing thanksgiving to God.
We just passed the Thanksgiving holiday and it is a good time to realign your thoughts and get the focus off yourself and focus on helping others. 

You first have to have your life together before you can help others… that’s why it becomes so valuable to have time to study BD and grow up spiritually which will spill over into your day to day life and get you motivated & organized.
God will bless you if you take His word seriously. He expects us to grow up and be generous Bels. 
/Heb 13:16 And do not neglect doing good and sharing, for with such sacrifices God is pleased.\
What you don’t want to do is have the facade of spirituality and appear on the outside to be this religious person but your heart…your soul structure is weak, selfish and arrogant like the Pharisees. 

/Generosity is not a public display but a private relationship with God that brings forth proper motivation from the New Nature that is pure & unconditional.\
It is not a show…it is not about feeling guilty so you have to do something generous…it is not dictated by government or human standards.

/Legalism is dictated and manipulated by religious standards & the OSN. Those who perpetuate legalism in their lives usually expect the same or greater in others.\

It is a vicious cycle of cosmic good that on the surface appears as something kind or generous yet it has roots deep within the arrogant complex of sins in the OSN.
The reasons many people appear generous usually fall under the following categories;
/1. Guilt or shame 
 2. Manipulation from others (religion)
 3. Approbation lust
4. Ease a mental burden of ‘doing your part.’ \
Sometimes it’s a combination of two or three of these principles… yet for the Bel, without the filling power of the HS it is useless. It means nothing in the overall plan of God.

You will find that if you peel back the layers of the psyche of almost any person there is a reason for what they do…good…bad or indifferent.

There is a purity when good deeds are done from the power of the HS that could care less about what others think…it is not from shame or guilt, in fact emotions play almost no role in the action.
[bookmark: _GoBack]It is pure so it isn’t manipulated by environment or standards set by religion or government. It has no social agenda attached to it and it needs no payment, agreement or acknowledgement on any level.   REPEAT!!!! 


