2Thess #8
Injustice and persecutions are part of the spiritual journey toward maturity.

Let us open back up in 2Thessalonians chapter one in verse three today.

2Thes 1:3 We ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters, as is only fitting, because your faith is increasing abundantly, and the love of each and every one of you toward one another grows ever greater.

When Bels truly reach toward levels of SM they begin to have more divine integrity. This is also accompanied by one of the greatest of the ten problem solving devices - virtue love.

The Apostle Paul believed he was seeing this manifest itself in this new congregation, at least among a large portion of them.
When faith increases it begins to feed other spiritual qualities in the Bel’s life.

For a pastor-teacher it is exciting to see those under their authority who begin to grow and expand their doctrinal knowledge. Especially when they begin to live in that which they have learned. 
2Th 1:4 As a result, we ourselves speak proudly of you among the churches of God for your perseverance and faith in the midst of all your persecutions and afflictions which you endure.
/2Th 1:5 This is a plain indication of God’s righteous judgment so that you will be considered worthy of the kingdom of God, for which you indeed are suffering.\

2Th 1:6 For after all it is only right for God to repay with affliction those who afflict you,

Verses 4 into verse 5 reveal to the growing Bel that the reality of persecution, injustice and adversity are part of the Christian way of life.

It is related to the concept that Jesus spoke about in passages like Mat 16:24 ad Luke chapter 9;
/Luk 9:23 And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wants to come after Me, he must deny himself, take up his cross daily, and follow Me.

The Bel who truly wants to grow into a mature Christian, one that can be closer to Christ in their temporal walk should heed this statement. \
This does not mean every day in the life of a Bel is persecution and attacks from the kingdom of darkness.

It is a simple statement that points to the fact that true Christianity is an enemy of the devil’s world. Which is what will place us under a hot spot light from time to time.
This is why the name it and claim it crowd and the prosperity teaching of a peachy cream life, filled with bliss is so damaging.
                      REPEAT
/True followers of Christ receive blessings and protection. Yet they are also put on display as the witnesses and soldiers in a spiritual conflict. Times of injustice or adversity are a part of the calling – Christians are called to pick up their cross and follow Christ. You can never reject the life and tribulations of the humanity of Christ, if you understand the divine union with Christ that occurs at the moment of salvation. \

No Christian is expected to be dragged out in the streets and beaten down, whipped and hung upon a cross – yet they should expect betrayal, lies and adversity or injustice from time to time.
We are about to begin a 7-part series of the unfair and brutal trials of TLJC.
This will be a series that I believe God the HS, wants me to emphasize how it reflects into the life of the serious Bel. The Bel who wants to become more Christ-like and reach SM.
Turn to the gospel of Luke chapter twenty-two RF.

The core of this new series will look upon the injustice against TLJC in those seven trials from a viewpoint of the CA Bel in their spiritual walk.
/As we view the 7 unjust trials of Jesus Christ we recognize that this was part of the plan of GOD the Father from eternity past. It was GOD allowing mankind’s own bitterness, jealousy and pride to manifest to its fullest extent and calculating the perfect circumstances and timing that led to the Cross. It began with a betrayal of a close friend which led to abandonment and betrayal of a whole congregation.\ 

Judas Iscariot was actually considered one of the original men of the inner circle of Jesus Christ.
Judas was the treasurer of the ministry. Peter, John and Judas were very close to the Lord during that first year and half or two years of the ministry. 
Jesus would develop close friendships with many disciples over the course of the full 3 years, but when you looked to HIS closest friends - those men (Peter, John and Judas) would be the first ones in the early formation of the ministry that Jesus would be extremely close with. 

Now take a look at the weeks leading up to the unjust trials of TLJC. This was possibly several days or perhaps two weeks before the 7 trials. 
Luk 22:1 Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is called the Passover, was approaching.
/Luk 22:2 And the chief priests and the scribes were trying to find (zēteō) a way to put Him to death, since they were afraid of the people.

(Imp/Act/Ind) The imperfect tense tells us this was a repeated topic that took place in the past several times. The indictive mood tells us this was a fact! \
ZAY-TAY-O, the original language tells us they had been seeking, they had been putting effort into this quest for the murder of Jesus Christ.
/There are those in positions of authority or those who may have some form of authority in your life (work, government, family etc. ) who view your Christianity as something that is an enemy of their beliefs or lifestyle. They will devise ways to bring stumbling blocks into your path. They may even desire to hurt you in a significant way (monetary, relationships, physically or mentally).\
Then you have to realize GOD ordained certain points of adversity to test us and press us forward toward maturity.

This may be a form of system testing, or people testing in our life.
/Luk 22:3 And Satan entered Judas, the one called Iscariot, who belonged to the number of the twelve.

Judas Iscariot was open for possession because he was never a true believer in Jesus Christ. Judas also had the corruption of evil (lifestyle) knocking upon his soul.\
Judas struggled with greed and power lust. Judas had a desire for Jesus to become the leader and king he wanted – not what TLJC became for all humanity. 

Judas became frustrated with Jesus.
Luk 22:4 And he left and discussed with the chief priests and officers how he was to betray Him to them.
Judas may not have fully understood the depth of hatred and the real intentions of the Sanhedrin. Yet I can guarantee, he knew they wanted Jesus beaten and imprisoned, pulled off the streets and destroyed in the public eye.  

Luk 22:5 And they were delighted, and agreed to give him money.
This was a discussion where both parties made it clear what their expectations were. 
What many people lose sight of is that Judas was a very religious person – he was involved in the zealots of the day – those seeking Jewish dominance over the land.
/Luk 22:6 And so he consented, and began looking for a good opportunity to betray Him to them away from the crowd.

Both parties (Judas & the Sanhedrin) knew they needed a set up and lies or betrayal to trap Jesus. They all also knew they had to do this when the crowds couldn’t witness the corrupt act.\

The hard truth is there are people in our own circle of family and friends who have a disdain or a jealousy toward us and they will gladly strike at the right opportunity. 
I know from my own life experiences that I have had family and friends betray me in very subtle ways in my past. 

Truth be told, I can think of at least two times in my life that the betrayal was obvious and brutal from those whom I loved and trusted. It was the equivalent to a knife right in my back by peopele who I trusted and loved.

/Psa 41:9 Even my close friend in whom I trusted, Who ate my bread, Has lifted up his heel against me.

David had his fair share of betrayal and this is one time that pointed ahead to the Lord Jesus Christ.\
To lift the heel against another person, was an expression of bringing harm or stepping on another person.
This was a prophecy by David related to Judas Iscariot and Jesus – nearly 800 years and then it was fulfilled. 
 
/Mat 26:14 Then one of the twelve, named Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests 15 and said, “What are you willing to give me to betray Him to you?” And they set out for him thirty pieces of silver.

The evidence is clear that Judas was more than willing to betray Jesus. Though he had been by HIS side for 3 years and was considered a close and trusted friend.\ 
Keep in mind Judas was there for miracles and healings. Judas was there for deep doctrinal lessons and intimate fellowship discussions. 

Judas was there nearly every day and every night, travelling and reaping the benefits from the Lord’s ministry.

/Mat 26:16 And from then on he looked for a good opportunity to betray Jesus.

Judas went forth over the next few days or even a few weeks, plotting and planning how and when the opportunity to betray his close friend would unfold.\
We simply do not know how or who the kingdom of darkness will use.

We have to be aware that some people who may have betrayed us, have done so out of a struggle within their OSN. 
Just like Jesus we have to be ready to accept the adversity or betrayal and even be prepared to forgive those who have betrayed or even attacked us.

/Forgiveness and mercy as well as grace should flow naturally from the Bel heading toward maturity. This does not mean the Bel becomes a doormat for those involved in evil or those who seek harm toward them repeatedly. The doctrine of separation and the Biblical principle of self-defense, are studies that every Bel should grow into and fully digest them.\  

Let us close looking at Judas in his final act of betrayal of the LORD.

/Luk 22:47 While He was still speaking, behold, a crowd came, and the one called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading the way for them; and he approached Jesus to kiss Him.

Judas knew the exact schedule and favorite spots of meditation that Jesus would frequent. Those we allow to be intimate with us will know certain areas of our vulnerability. \

This is why it becomes so very important to take your time in any type of close relationship such as intimate friendship and especially in finding a mate for marriage.

Family we can do nothing about we are born into that. Yet even in the family unit, we can put distance from ourselves and those who do not share our beliefs or who have become negative in our life.
                              REPEAT
This can be done very subtly over time and need not become a major point of contention. 
/Luk 22:48 But Jesus said to him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a kiss?”

Close friends and relatives often used an affection hug or kiss on the cheek in greetings of the ancient world. This was the final insult to injury and shows us Judas had been fully influenced by Satan.\

This became carried throughout history as what many have called- the kiss of death.

/Those closest to us have the ability to hurt us deeply, yet that may be a challenge and test you have to walk through to gauge your spiritual growth. Without a serious relationship with Christ that will become the root of bitterness (Heb 12:15) instead of a growth opportunity. It can become a slow moving poison that changes the nature of who you are in the future.\

We give Satan all kinds of small victories because we refuse to grow up spiritually and apply God’s word – don’t give him an inch Royal Family! 

