2Thess #12
Jesus faces the legal trial under illegal circumstances.

Open today in Luke chapter twenty-two RF.

I first want to read through the section where the Apostle Peter denied the LORD 3 times. As I believe it displays and important principle in the lessons we are learning as Bels who have to endure injustice and adversity.

Jesus Christ up until this point, has been bound, beaten and interrogated with no real proof of guilt. HIS words have been twisted and He has been dealt a corrupt hand of justice from the leaders of the Sanhedrin.
This all began with a betrayal by one of HIS closest disciples – Judas Iscariot.

There is another betrayal about to occur and it is one, all Bels should fully understand.

This is a reality in life. It is something we each do to one another from time to time, so do not get arrogant and judge Peter.

Luk 22:55 After they kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter was sitting among them.
Luk 22:56 And a slave woman, seeing him as he sat in the firelight, and staring at him, said, “This man was with Him as well.”
/Luk 22:57 But he denied it, saying, “I do not know Him, woman!”

The Apostle Peter’s frustration was evident. He was trapped in a situation where if he revealed exactly who he was, his own life as well as his family’s life, would be in jeopardy.\
Luk 22:58 And a little later, another person saw him and said, “You are one of them too!” But Peter said, “Man, I am not!”

Notice Peter did not run. He was probably trying devise a plan to rescue Jesus.
Yet he was surrounded by Temple Police and servants of the Sanhedrin who would ponce on him in a heartbeat. 
/Luk 22:59 And after about an hour had passed, some other man began to insist, saying, “Certainly this man also was with Him, for he, too, is a Galilean.”

The time period within these scriptures tells us our LORD was questioned and beaten for a long period of time. The Galilean accent of Peter gave him away.\

There were certain accents and slang words or even a demeanor about the Galilean fishermen that stood out.
Apostle Peter did not fit in with that crowd and many of them became curious about his presence. 
Luk 22:60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about!” And immediately, while he was still speaking, a rooster crowed.
Luk 22:61 And then the Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how He had told him, “Before a rooster crows today, you will deny Me three times.”
Luk 22:62 And he went out and wept bitterly.

/The Apostle Peter like many of us denied the LORD because of our weakness and OSN. That denial may be something we exchange with one another from time to time, during adversity and injustice. The reality is we occasionally fail those we love. We can never expect other Bels to be flawless perfection and rescue us at every turn. Many times they are dealing with their own struggles and we have to operate in grace.\
This was the time for Jesus to drink the cup, of the plan of GOD the Father.

There are designated times we walk alone in the plan of GOD.
Now in verse 63 – it is still during the beating and interrogation of the second trial in Caiaphas’s quarters.  
Luk 22:63 The men who were holding Jesus in custody began mocking Him and beating Him,
/Luk 22:64 and they blindfolded Him and repeatedly asked Him, saying, “Prophesy, who is the one who hit You?”

The depth of wickedness of those in authority touched by evil can never be underestimated.\
Dr. Luke gives greater detail here and tells us Jesus was blindfolded during the vicious and violent circle at Caiaphas’s house.
Some of the most difficult tests a Bel will undergo revolve around wicked authority figures and system testing. As I said in the last lesson, betrayal from our loved ones and being under evil authority are some of the most difficult tests and adversity we will walk through.
Luk 22:65 And they were saying many other things against Him, blaspheming.

Now Jesus goes before the Sanhedrin at daybreak which would count for a legal trial. 
Yet it is all corrupt and illegal circumstances and wicked people in charge.
Luk 22:66 When it was day, the Council of elders of the people assembled, both chief priests and scribes, and they led Him away to their council chamber, saying,
This, as I had taught years ago during the Matthew series was probably right at day break – possibly 6:30 or 6:45 am. 
/According to Jewish law, all criminal trials must begin and end in the daylight. This next trial was necessary because they knew the first one (witnesses at Caiaphas’s house)— had no legal standing. This all needed to be documented by judicial standards. According to Jewish law, only decisions made in the official meeting place were valid. This was held at their council meeting chamber – all members and witnesses were there.\
This room would have been packed full with close to 80 people standing there.
This was a judicial chamber reserved for members of the Sanhedrin and any witnesses who would be testifying. 

/Luk 22:67 “If You are the Christ, tell us.” But He said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe; 68 and if I ask a question, you will not answer.

Jesus knowing it was all pomp and pretense, that they had long since condemned HIM to death was not going to play their kangaroo court game.\
No one knew Jewish tradition and law better than TLJC.

Because it is the mind of Christ that developed all the rituals, holidays and laws under the Jewish culture.
/Wicked leadership will often put on a display of fairness or judicial prudence to ensure history or those viewing the display are satisfied. Though they have stacked the deck or corrupted the process. They are often masters of illusion when it comes to walking a line of fair and just trials or upholding adequate standards. Satan himself is the original master of counterfeits, lies and deception.\

Jesus is extremely careful and stays within the framework of HIS original statement, which was bold truth!
/Luk 22:69 “But from now on the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.”

Will be  – future tense, Jesus in HIS humanity, physically sat down at the throne in heaven.
Seated at the right hand – present tense, the deity of Christ has always and will always be on the throne of heaven.\
Jesus repeated the statement HE made early at Caiaphas’s house.
The statement itself holds very heavy connotations. 

/ Luk 22:69 - the Son of Man will be seated at the right hand of the power of God.”
In the ancient world the right hand of the throne was for the next in line for full authority of the kingdom.
Dynamis theos-  miraculous power, incredible explosive power, in relation to God and all power and authority HE holds.\
DUN-OMOSS, THEE-OS, is a word we get dynamite from and Theos, refers to all aspects of God. The full person and power of GOD the Trinity. 

The statement itself is very powerful – if you had the son of a king and that son said, I am seated on the right hand of my father. 
I have the full authority & power of my father – it is stating when I am in front of you, the king is in front of you. 
We are one in the same. 
Jesus Christ stated boldly, the truth of who HE is – the Doctrine of the Hypostatic Union was put right in front of the legalistic Jewish leadership. 
                              REPEAT
/Luk 22:70 And they all said, “So You are the Son of God?” And He said to them, “You say correctly that I am.”

Jesus would have sinned if HE lied about who HE is. He said definitively, I am the SON of God and the Son of Man – I am the divine GOD-Man of the universe. \
Luk 22:71 And then they said, “What further need do we have of testimony? For we have heard it ourselves from His own mouth!”

/Caiaphas wanted this outcome; he did not want to use the two phony witnesses in front of the real judicial process. The two witnesses would have clouded the judicial process at this point. Showing what a fraud, the whole process had been. It could now be recorded that there were witnesses and also that Jesus admitted to being GOD in the flesh. This was a perfect outcome for those in the Sanhedrin, it would be easily recorded and wrapped up in history as a fair trial.\

The ancient culture of the Hebrews was forbidden to take God’s name lightly. And they — as do devout Jews to this very day — took that very seriously. 
Not only did they call it the “indescribable name” and the “unutterable name,” the Book of the Law says “whoever blasphemes the name of the Lord shall be put to death (by stoning)” (Lev 24:16).

/Lev 24:16 ‘Moreover, the one who blasphemes the name of the LORD must be put to death; all the congregation shall certainly stone him. The stranger as well as the native, when he blasphemes the Name, shall be put to death.\
The problem arises when those who you depended upon to study and teach, with strict academic honesty lost the full translation of the original context.

The group of Scribes, Sadducees and Pharisees were responsible for accurately handling the WORD of God.
Just as the priests and prophets before them.
The scriptures all pointed to GOD dwelling among mankind – the prophecies of the OT were rich with not just clues – blatant rituals, scriptures and practices all designed to point to the coming MESSIAH.
Starting right off in Genesis;
/Gen 3:15 And I will put enmity
Between you and the woman, And
between your seed and her seed; He
shall bruise you on the head, And you
shall bruise him on the heel.”\
There is a redeemer coming in the line of humanity – the seed of a woman is the birth of a child.

Only a human being with divine power, a GOD-man could remove sins and cleanse the whole world. Only God HIMSELF could squash the power of Satan.

/Isa 7:14 “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”

God is among us or God walks with us. The original Hebrew it is written twice for depth and power – GOD will be with us!\
The seed of a woman – the birth of a son.
There was consistent scriptures telling the people of GOD that HE will dwell among us.
/Exo 29:45 “And I will dwell among the sons of Israel and will be their God. 46 “And they shall know that I am the LORD their God who brought them out of the land of Egypt, so that I might dwell among them; I am the LORD their God.

Yᵊhōvâ 'ĕlōhîm- the reference to The Lord Jesus Christ. The existing, eternal one of the (plural) Triune, God-head.\ 
Again, notice it is written twice for the depth and importance of understanding.
 
/Zec 2:10 “Shout for joy and rejoice, daughter of Zion; for behold I am coming and I will dwell in your midst,” declares the LORD.

Ezk 37, Ezk 43, Lev 26:11, Num 35:34, 1King 6:13 \

Even the call in the wilderness from the last OT prophet John the Baptist was written about hundreds of years in advance.
/Isa 40:3 The voice of one calling out,
“Clear the way for the LORD in the wilderness; Make straight in the
desert a highway for our God.

Mal 3:1 “Behold, I am sending My messenger, and he will clear a way before Me. And the Lord, whom you are seeking, will suddenly come to His temple; and the messenger of the covenant, in whom you delight, behold, He is coming,” says the LORD of armies.\
The teachers and leaders were the ones who dropped the ball – they distorted the truth. 
They heard what they wanted to hear.

/Jer 11:8 ‘Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but walked in the stubbornness of their evil heart, each one of them; therefore I brought on them all the words of this covenant which I commanded them to do, but they did not.'”\
They distorted the scriptures - they twisted prophecy in favor of what they viewed it as, not what it was intended to be!
This is also a problem with modern day prophets and teachers who manipulate the word of GOD for greed or favor;
/Deu 18:21 “And if you say in your heart, ‘How will we recognize the word which the LORD has not spoken?’ 22 “When the prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, and the thing does not happen or come true, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you are not to be afraid of him.\

/2Tim 4:3 For the time will come when they will not tolerate sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance with their own desires, 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth and will turn aside to myths.\

