Matthew lesson #8
Intro to Mat 2

Mat 2:1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,
Mat 2:2 “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him.
Before we go further let us take a quick look at Herod the Great who was first the Governor over Galilee and then became the king over Judea.

/Herod the Great was in power from 37 BC.- 4 AD., first as Governor (Galilee) then King over the Jews in Judea. Though there were several Herod’s due to Herod the Great’s 11 marriages & many sons this is the one referred to at this point in Mat chapter 2.\
He was a ruthless leader and loyal to the Roman Empire.

 /Herod the Great murdered his first wife and had a reputation for fierce, no nonsense leadership. He was intelligent & a great builder. He erected towers on ten of the highest points around Judea and implemented one of the first military style, signal system.\

He was responsible for great structures like theaters and fortresses as well as beautiful monuments. 

/King Herod was of Arab descent (Edomite) in the bloodline of Esau and converted to Judaism and was given Roman citizenship because of his deep loyalties to the Roman Empire.\

Also the fact that Herod’s father was deeply connected to Roman leadership & Herod was friendly with Mark Anthony helped him in his political climb to top.
Obviously the majority of the religious zealots that were of Jewish descent did not approve of him and often they had uprisings or protests but King Herod would squash the unruly crowds with military might that the Roman Empire gave him access too. 

/The Pharisees, Scribes & Sadducees were able to get cozy with King Herod because he wanted the religious approval but also to be a good leader for Caesar and follow Roman rule to the letter.\

What you get a glimpse of very early on in this study is the hypocrisy of all parties involved.

/King Herod enjoyed the power and wealth of his Roman position at the same time he wanted to have a religious connection to the people he ruled over.\

King Herod kept his foot on the throat of the Jews who were under him only allowing the upper echelon Jewish leaders and religious leaders access to his throne and gave them a certain amount of power and respect within the community.

/The religious leaders of Palestine like the Pharisees & Sadducees took full advantage of their position and influence with Herod. To them Herod was a tool to use and scapegoat to point at when the Jewish people cried out for justice.\

Hypocrisies ran deep between both parties.

/Hypocrisy finds comfort with its own. Often times two parties that seem to despise one another on the surface find themselves working together and using one another for personal gains.\ 
At this point when Jesus Christ was born King Herod was probably in his late 60’s early 70’s and had become mentally ill and much more aggressive & difficult to please. 
So we now had a king who was already brutal with tendencies for violence…because by this point he had also murder a few of his sons and he was suffering with bouts of anger and delusional behaviors. 
This helps set the stage for Matthew chapter 2.

/ Mat 2:1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, magi from the east arrived in Jerusalem, saying,
MAGOS- Wise men from areas of Persia & Babylon, priests and oriental mystics.\

Astrology, witchcraft and sorcery was what they depended upon. This was an elite group of traveling magicians and ancient scientist & doctors.

/These were men (Gentiles) who were sworn into a fraternity of mystical healing, astrology & dream interpretation. At this point in history with the event of the virgin birth there was probably a large group (50) of these men in the area.\
They were respected because there was an element of fear when dealing with these types of men. 

Most common people steered clear of  Magi because they did not want to mess with any form of witchcraft.

/King Herod had become familiar with the Jewish scripture that pointed out the coming Messiah in the line of King David he became very concerned about his position (throne).\
Keep in mind these Magi were Gentiles.
/Mat 2:2 “Where is He who has been born King of the Jews? For we saw His star in the east and have come to worship Him.”
Gentile scientist, astrologers and magicians knew very little about Jewish scripture yet they had calculated that a Messiah was born in the area.\

Something special was going on and it was becoming obvious to most people in that region. Unbelievers who only relied on science, stars and numbers showed up in the largest movement of the Magi probably in hundreds of years. 

/Mat 2:3-4  When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. Gathering together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born.\

Notice Herod is now more interested in Biblical prophecy and scripture than at any point in his life prior to this day.

/King Herod and many of those affiliated with him became worried because what they thought was a man-made religion that they gave lip service to…was now unfolding into a reality in front of them!\

Unbels & luke warm Bels will all face a day when the reality of TLJC will stare them right in the face and it will be to late to do anything but feel regret and stand there looking like complete fools.
/This was the birth of not only the King of the Jews but the eternal and sovereign King of all kings. Yet Herod was such a hypocrite as well as hard hearted that his only concern was his puny human throne.\

King Herod was filled with pride. See how arrogance leads to so many other sins.

/Pro 16:18  Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before stumbling.
Pro 29:23 A man’s pride will bring him low, but a humble spirit will obtain honor.\

The Messiah was born and Herod should have fallen to his knees with praise…instead he stood his ground in arrogance!

/A Hypocrite is really just another title for a fake or phony person. A person that through their words & actions portray integrity but when their agenda is exposed their vicious & selfish nature bubbles to the surface.\
King Herod along with the Pharisees and Sadducees were knee deep in hypocrisy, lies and legalism. 
/Mat 2:5 They said to him, “In Bethlehem of Judea; for this is what has been written by the prophet: 6 ‘AND YOU, BETHLEHEM, LAND OF JUDAH,
ARE BY NO MEANS LEAST AMONG THE LEADERS OF JUDAH; FOR OUT OF YOU SHALL COME FORTH A RULER
WHO WILL SHEPHERD MY PEOPLE ISRAEL.’  (Micah 5:2)\

There was more than one area called Bethlehem in ancient history so it had to be correct…notice it names the land of Judah. The Bethlehem named hundreds of years prior to the birth of Christ was accurate and also notice…

It was called the least because Bethlehem of Judea was closer to a slum than it was a thriving city. 

/Again we see God use the most unlikely plan that most people would not suspect for the birth of the Messiah. Who Jesus Christ appeared to be and where he came from did not fit the mold of what the Jewish leadership wanted.\
This was also now a huge threat to the Roman owned & operated throne of King Herod. 

Notice also the Shepard reference ….it is used by TLJC as a title for Himself…the Good Shepard. 

/The worship & gifts brought by the Magi actually was a precursor of what to expect once The Lord’s ministry came to its full fruition…The majority of the Jews & respected leaders would reject Him.\
Remember the Jews wanted the crown before the cross so they did not recognize the Messiah when He was right in front of them.
/Arrogance left unchecked leads to more mental attitude sins like bitterness, insecurity, anger & jealousy. This will eventually come out in the form of hypocrisy and outbursts of anger toward those you feel threatened by. \
The problem is when MA sins take over almost everybody and everything makes you feel threatened. 

Many people today are a medication for anxiety or depression and they truly just need to get a relationship with TLJC and let the word God wash over their soul and eventually they can be free of that dependency. 

/Pro 28:1 The wicked flee when no one is pursuing, But the righteous are bold as a lion.\

Many people end up walking around angry and paranoid …King Herod had several medical issues at this point in his life but most certainly Herod was dealing with mental attitude sins that were crippling his soul. 

/The haughtiness of King Herod was the downfall of his reign. All his past mistakes were decision made from pride and selfishness that had accumulated now he had a breakdown of mentality and physical illness.\ 

Remember God is not mocked…whatever a man sows this he will also reap. 

We never truly get away with being evil…living a lifestyle opposite of the plan of God. It all comes around to bite us in the butt sooner or later.

The word of God teaches us that sin gives pleasure for a season…but ultimately it brings forth death. 
King Herod was a puppet for the Roman Empire and a false friend to the Jewish leaders in Palestine. 

We can close out this section with some principles surrounding King Herod and his relationships with Roman leadership & the Pharisees. 

/The Roman Empire was concerned with two things once it secured a city or a culture. Maintaining power and taxing every dollar they could.\

They would allow the people they ruled over to have their little belief systems and gods as long as Caesar was a priority over the other gods and religions.

Taxation was really just a form of robbing everyone to build the Roman Empire up to greater heights. 

It was like enforced socialism….everyone was kept in the lower class due to high taxes so no one could ever rise above lower middle class because the Roman Empire took portions of every product or penny earned and gave just enough back to maintain a lifestyle just a step above poverty.

/Roman Empire dictated taxation, laws, regulations and curfews as well as demanding respect for Roman hierarchy they did so with military might and a military presence on every street corner.\
They would punish with imprisonment and use torture if you crossed any of their laws or standards. 

The reality is the Pharisees & Sadducees had torture chambers and capital punishment that they would dish out as well.

/You will find when you peel back the layers among hypocrites you find many similarities and identical goals…usually revolving around self-promotion, greed or lust patterns.\

/Hypocrites share a haughty spirit that is willing to use others, lie & manipulate as long as the ends justify the means. They willing tolerate those who oppose them or even those who are in direct conflict with their core beliefs as long as they get reach their desired goal.\

Enemies quickly become friends among the hypocritical crowd as long as they are all getting a desired result. 

