James #152
Be an ambassador for Christ

This Sunday night we have a prayer meeting on DISCORD (8pm eastern).
We can open up in 2Corinthians chapter five RF.
As we go there, let us put a cap on our last set of lessons in relation to how we handle our time, talent and treasure. More so, we also looked at how we address the poor, the unlovely… our enemies and those in the Royal family of God who may be struggling.

This all came from our anchor study in James chapter two;
/Jam 2:6 But you have dishonored the poor man. Is it not the rich who oppress you and personally drag you into court? 7 Do they not blaspheme the good name by which you have been called?\
How we treat others is a reflection on who we are IN Christ.

How we respect and handle our time, talent and treasure is a reflection on our priorities in life.
The truth of this is that every Christian after salvation is recruited into spiritual warfare within the angelic conflict. 

We are soldiers for the kingdom of heaven; we become witnesses in the conflict. We are also Believer priests and now we represent heaven as ambassadors as well.
This is just a simple fact that happens at salvation…it is up to you to learn and grow in everything God has given you at the moment of salvation.
                          REPEAT
God will not force you…HE is a perfect gentleman, it is all there for you to study, learn and grow into.

/Jesus Christ is now at the right hand of the Father through the ascension & session; we are now His personal representatives on this earth. Our appointment is a grace appointment at the moment of salvation. An ambassador does not appoint themselves. They are called into office by a KING or a leader. It is a high honor and privilege, that comes with great responsibility.\ 
It has many benefits and is highly respected, but it is also a call into duty with world-wide impact.

Now in 2Cor 5, it is all part of a letter to remind the Corinthians to stay on the right course. There had been several problems in the past year or longer in this congregation and now, they were starting to turn things around. 

The Apostle Paul still addresses some struggles they were having, yet a lot of this letter is to recognize some of their growth.
This section he covers the need to stay on track and realize this temporal walk will lead us to the Judgment seat of Christ after the rapture;
/2Cor 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive compensation for his deeds done through the body, in accordance with what he has done, whether good or bad.\
There is no loss of salvation, yet there are going to be winners and losers in heaven. 
What you do after salvation matters.
The Bema Seat Judgment of Christ is much different than the final, great White Throne Judgment (Rev 20:11).

The Bels at Corinth are being reminded by the Apostle Paul, that we all need to stay the course. Because at some point in the future we will be held responsible for the time, talent and treasure we were given after salvation.
He then reminds them we now live inside the plan of God; we are walking in HIS plan (positional), we are called into a new life and the LOVE of Christ will guide us as we keep moving forward.
All Christians are in full time Christian service after salivation…many are simply AWOL.
Now jump down a few verses;
/2Cor 5:16 Therefore from now on we recognize no one by the flesh; even though we have known Christ by the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer.

This aligns with our recent study – inside the plan of God we do not recognize the flesh of others, we are called into a RFHC.\
Social status, wealth, popularity or even recent failures, or past lifestyles, are no longer defining issues in our relationships in the RF. 
/2Cor 5:16 - we have known Christ by the flesh, yet now we know Him in this way no longer

We saw the perfect person and work of Jesus Christ; it is now a fulfilled prophecy. In HIM, we are no longer recognized in our CONDITION of the flesh, we are BORN AGAIN!\ 
Our position is changed; we are forever changed in Christ at the moment of salvation.
/Now, in this temporal walk you can allow the OSN to take control but that is on you, we all have a free will. It is walking in dead flesh, the flesh that has been nailed to the cross and will go no further than the point of physical death – it has been charged and sentenced by the Divine Courtroom of Heaven, IT IS FINISHED! To ignore the grace gifts at salvation, is to accept the lie and bondage under Satan’s system.\ 
This is why it is so imperative that you look at Paul’s next statement and fully digest what he writes.
/2Co 5:17 Therefore if anyone is in Christ, this person is a new creation (kainos ktisis) ; the old things passed away; behold, new things have come.

IF and it is true – all Bels are IN CHRIST! A brand NEW or fresh creation, a new being or a new structure, never before seen.\ 
This is a Greek first-class condition, a dogmatic statement of fact. 
You may not walk in that position or understand it, again… that is on you. The fact is your position is now in HIM, at the moment of faith alone in Christ alone.
KIND-NOSS,  KAT-ESS-SIS, this points to a creation or a new birth, never before seen, a brand-new creation or a new structure.
Until you learn about this and understand a new position happened at salvation, a position that can never be changed or taken away. Until that fully sinks in you, will not understand your calling in this life.
                           REPEAT
The old sin nature isn’t passed away, but the old sin nature means spiritual death, meaning you are born with an old sin nature… you are born into spiritual death. 
Spiritual death is a principle that points to a separation from GOD, no relationship or fellowship with God. 
The old things, are the fleshly things, that is spiritual death which means no relationship with God.
                             REPEAT
In the end that is what happens to the Unbel – a complete and permanent separation from God, that is the Lake of Fire.
/The moment you were baptized by God the Holy Spirit, which was a spiritual identification, that occurs instantaneously in a moment of true faith in Christ. At that baptism, your position was forever changed. Forty grace gifts, were supernaturally imparted to you, which you were designed to grow into. They are there regardless of your free will decisions after salvation, yet are useless without proper growth in time.\  
The beginning of your spiritual journey begins at salvation…it does not end at salvation. You will never face the second death…the spiritual death.

Yet your journey and position are fresh and new at salvation, you have to learn to grow into that for temporal blessings and those carry into eternal rewards and blessings.
Sadly, for many Christians this may be the their truth…their moment of salvation was the beginning and the end of their journey.
/2Co 5:18 Now all these things are from God, who reconciled us to Himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation,

The reconciliation means there is no separation in eternity for all Believers. The aorist tense, tells us that this was and always will be a completed work. It was legally fulfilled by Christ on the Cross.\
This means to have any and all legal payments, debts or separation dealt with through TLJC, once and for all time. There is no barrier, no debt owed… nothing that blocks from GOD.
                       REPEAT
/The temporal version of that ministry of reconciliation is walking in our position right now in time, until we are face to face with the LORD. The OSN has been judged and nailed to the CROSS, even when we fail and sin in the temporal walk, that ministry is right inside of us. Our UNION with Christ is supernatural and permanent.\ 
This will help you recognize your call as an ambassador for Christ, none of us are worthy – the work was complete and debt was paid by TLJC!
Even on our worst day as a Bel, we have the ability to wash ourselves from the OSN and walk in the NEW Nature.
/2Co 5:19 namely, that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not counting their wrongdoings against them, and He has committed to us the word of reconciliation.

The choice becomes your own free will decision. There is no barrier between a Christian and GOD.\ 
One of the spiritual symbols of the veil in the temple being ripped in two, while Christ cried out on the Cross was pointing to reconciliation. 
IT IS FINISHED…now grow into it!

/2Co 5:20 Therefore, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were making an appeal through us; we beg you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.

Christian ambassadors carry the gospel message of reconciliation, they represent, by words and actions the nature of Jesus Christ.\ 
Evangelism = ambassadorship!
2Co 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin in our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.
We might become the righteousness of GOD… because first and foremost we must believe upon TLJC! 
Then secondary, we must learn and grow into our spiritual calling and grace gifts.

Let us close today with some principles on ambassadorship.
/An ambassador does not appoint himself. He is appointed by the nation he represents, the king he represents, the person he represents. As ambassadors we are appointed by God the Father because God the Father was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself.\
The nation of Israel as a whole was a type of ambassador…today in the CA, the singular Bel is an ambassador.
Every Christian is an ambassador for Christ – we are supposed to represent heaven here while we are still on earth.
The further up the spiritual chain you climb the greater the responsibility.

That means at levels of SM your ambassadorship should become a shining light in your walk.
As a pastor-teacher or church leader, it becomes a greater responsibility;
/Eph 6:18 With every prayer and request, pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be alert with all perseverance and every request for all the saints, 19 and pray in my behalf, that speech may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel,\
The Apostle Paul never considered his incarceration as anything except remaining a witness and ambassador for Christ. 
To keep teaching the gospel and all the mystery doctrine within it.
/Eph 6:20 for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in proclaiming it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak.

Teachers and those reaching upward into maturity are to be accurate and bold in their ambassadorship.\ 

/An ambassador is sustained and guided by the nation he/she represents, protection and all ideology come from that country and the ONE who sent them. They do not operate upon a personal whim or any emotional waves; they have a strict set of guidelines and a mission statement. They are often in very intimate contact with the ONE who sent them and are of the same mind and goals.\

/An ambassador does not represent himself. Once you accept Jesus Christ as savior, the door is open to the greatest happiness in the world. That happiness is a secure, contentment that comes from Bible Doctrine. That happiness gives the capacity for life, love, wealth or any circumstance, good or bad. That same doctrine gives the ability to master the details of life; any qualified ambassador has capacity for life and their priorities in order.\ 

/Our purpose in life is to represent the Lord Jesus Christ, to enter into the spiritual conflict which exists on this earth, as well as any historical challenges. A qualified ambassador fully understands their impact and has pivoted to a deep relationship which is occupation with Christ. Details of life no longer distract or derail them from their ambassadorship.\ 

/We have been given techniques, as ambassadors we are skilled in handling pressure. We problem solve with these learned techniques; such as faith-rest, grace orientation, virtue love… etc. in order to put difficulties and problems, in perspective, which keeps us cool under fire. We develop a poise under attack and have a calm assurance when things are difficult. We know we serve the truth and the only Righteous and Just KING, the Lord Jesus Christ.\ 

/The qualified ambassador knows they don’t belong to the country to which they are sent. They recognize they are citizens of heaven, although, they are currently the citizens of this country in the moment. There is a sense of higher responsibility which belongs to the LORD. All ambassadors have instructions in written form. We have our instructions in written form — Bible doctrine.\

/The ambassador representing his country, do not become hypersensitive when negativity is directed toward them, they do not treat any insult as personal. This has to do with the relaxed mental attitude in the soul, because of the residence of Bible doctrine. During a declaration of war, the ambassador is called home or swiftly removed – Rapture of the Church.\

