Mat #24
Dependent upon the Word of God

We are continue in our study in the kingdom book of Matthew and it is good to keep in mind the Kingship of TLJC is revealed in the Gospel of Matthew.

Mat 4:1 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.2 And after He had fasted forty days and forty nights, He then became hungry.
Mat 4:3 And the tempter came and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.”
/Mat 4:4 But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.’ (Deu 6:16, Deu 8:3)\
Mat 4:5 Then the devil *took Him into the holy city and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple,6 and *said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written,
‘HE WILL COMMAND HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU’; and ‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’”

We are going to note how to deal with the satanic attacks when they are blatant and in your face…such as between our Lord & Satan in this historic moment of time.

/ Mat 4:4 But He answered and said, it is written…this is a dogmatic statement of fact and in the original Greek phrase it comes across as almost scolding because the tone would have been very serious.\

Which is something we can take note of in our spiritual walk as well.

When the attack is obvious stand strong and defiant against it but as we will see in a moment the weapon we use is BD.

Some attacks are satanic and easy to notice because of the Doctrine we have in our soul and the filling of HS sends up that red flag deep inside of our soul and we know it is time to stand against the devil. 
/The bare bones of this statement is telling future Bels that they need the mind of Christ (Bible) and power from the Holy Spirit to stand against the fallen angels…just to stand firm means we need a solid base of Doctrine & guidance from the Spirit.\

Notice the first test we looked at last lesson was the bread…food is needed for us to survive long term right now in time.
But food can be pushed aside for a period…it is a mere detail most of the time…because we need that promise of the food which is accurate… that which God supplies.
/Mat 4:4- ‘MAN SHALL NOT LIVE ON BREAD ALONE, BUT ON EVERY WORD THAT PROCEEDS OUT OF THE MOUTH OF GOD.’   THE WORD!
It is the most nutritious supplement for our soul & the only powerful weapon we have, combined with the Holy Spirit to combat satanic attacks.\

It should never be taken lightly or ignored for any extended period, it is that serious!
We can lose many things in the cosmic system…but the Word of God is the one thing we should always cling too!
/Jesus Christ is within His humanity standing strong against Satan himself with guidance from the Spirit and the Word of God as His weapon of choice!\

Jesus in His humanity gained strength from the word of God. He was giving us the example that spiritual food carries greater power even more so than physical food that makes the body strong.
/The first test with the bread was analogous to God’s grace provisions and the faith we need to wait on Him.
The second test revolves around knowing & applying God’s word.\

Remember something which is a key to Satan’s counterfeit system…he knows scripture…Satan uses scripture.
/Gen 3:1  Now the serpent was more crafty than any beast of the field which the LORD God had made. And he said to the woman, “Indeed, has God said, ‘You shall not eat from any tree of the garden’?”
God’s command never stated all or any tree but specifically one tree.\

Satan is the master a counterfeit doctrine and the father of lies.

/The serpent (Satan) used a twist in scripture to make the woman feel as if God had been unfair or unjust and that she was missing out on something by following God.\

Think about how many young men and women today do things their own way even after they hear the good advice even though the Bible tells them different or their parents warn them about certain consequences. 
The maternity wards and jailhouses as well as the drug rehabs and cemeteries are filled with young folks who did things their way…they took on life on their own terms which is really just the plan of Satan.  

/Mat 4:5 Then the devil took Him into the holy city (Jerusalem) and had Him stand on the pinnacle of the temple (Herod’s)-
Notice the power of Satan to transport the Lord & himself up over 400 feet overlooking the valley of Kidron on Herod’s temple’s.\
Do not doubt the power or authority of Satan as it is real and not to be questioned or played with. 

Bel’s who think fallen angels and Satan are fairytale villains and myths we whisper around the camp fire are sadly mistaken. 
/This test involves the accuracy of scripture and what the humanity of Christ is clinging onto while being filled by the Holy Spirit. For the Bel, this type of test comes down to our doctrinal knowledge and what we say we live in!\

Because as we dig deeper into this set of scriptures you will see that Satan once again uses a twist in scripture as his weapon to try and confuse…this time he is trying to confuse the humanity of Christ.

/Mat 4:6  and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘HE WILL COMMAND 
HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU’; and ‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’\
Again we are seeing the first class condition…if you are the Son of God and YOU ARE…is how the first class condition reads.

Satan knows who he is dealing with and his arrogance is so deep and overpowering that he challenges God.

Whether it’s human or angelic there is a rule of thumb about arrogance…
/Arrogance that reaches its pinnacle, 
will stand in its error unapologetic, demand special treatment & refuse to acknowledge it is defeated or in need of correction.\ 
Take note of that…it doesn’t matter if it is a celebrity or politician or a truck driver or school teacher, when arrogance reaches its peak you can count on that rule of thumb right there!

The principle that Satan is trying to imply does really not fit the scripture he is using…therefore he is twisting scripture to suit his own agenda…how many teachers or even Bels do this to justify their own lifestyle or beliefs. 

/Psa 91:11 For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.12 They will bear you up in their hands, that you do not strike your foot against a stone.
This is a protection scripture that emphasizes that if a Bel or in this case Jesus should fall, God has commissioned angels to guard and protect.\

What Satan is insinuating is that the humanity of Christ can leap 450 feet unto a rocky surfaces and challenge God to come through for Him.
This would be …not only arrogant on the Lord’s part, it is outside the plan of God for this calling on TLJC. 

We will close this out today with a look at some principles surrounding this second temptation of TLJC and Satan’s distortion of scripture. 

/The 2nd temptation in relationship to a Bel is;
1. The importance of the Word of God in our lives.
2. The temptation to act independently from our relationship with God.\
The attempt at suicide is outside the plan of God…unfortunately any Bel who commits suicide is setting themselves outside the will of God.
Therefore losing out on any blessings and rewards but still maintaining eternal security. 

/3. Get under accurate teaching so as not to be led astray by twisted scriptures and false doctrines.
4. Be aware that Satan & his army know the Bible better than we do!\

Some other principals that tie to this situation with the temptation of Christ and relation to the Bel is;

/God will not protect against an arrogant individual who defies His will and ignores the Holy Spirit.
One temptation may be followed by another so be prepared!\

There is a law of gravity that is in play for human beings…so TLJC defying the law of gravity would have been far removed from what any normal human being could have done as well.

Bels often think because they are a child of God that they will be protected even if they act out in a foolish manner or make negative choices and that simply would not be fair in the overall scheme of the plan that God has right now in time.

God will surprise us from time to time and protect us even during obvious mistakes & foolish choices but that is a game of stupidity because you are testing the God of the universe in a very arrogant manner. 

Turn to Psa chapter 78 let’s look at something quickly.

While you turn there I’ll put these scriptures on the board.
/Prov 22:3 The prudent sees the evil and hides himself, but the naive go on, and are punished for it.\
Do not play games with God He always wins!
/Prov 27:11 Be wise, my son, and make my heart glad, that I may reply to him who reproaches me.12 A prudent man sees evil and hides himself, the naive proceed and pay the penalty.\
Look at Psalms 78 start in verse 14
Talking about that stubborn Exodus generation.
Psa 78:14 Then He led them with the cloud by day and all the night with a light of fire.  15 He split the rocks in the wilderness and gave them abundant drink like the ocean depths.
Psa 78:16 He brought forth streams also from the rock and caused waters to run down like rivers.
/Psa 78:17 Yet they still continued to sin against Him, to rebel against the Most High in the desert.18 And in their heart they put God to the test by asking food according to their desire.\
Notice where the problem starts…the heart…the mind… the part of the soul structure that has all our norms & standards and the place where we make choices and evaluate situations. 

They were concerned with their own individual desires…they wanted to follow their own lust patterns.

Choices opposite of God’s plan yet they got angry if God disciplined them or allowed them to reap what they sowed. 


/Mat 4:6- HE WILL COMMAND 
HIS ANGELS CONCERNING YOU’; and ‘ON their HANDS THEY WILL BEAR YOU UP, SO THAT YOU WILL NOT STRIKE YOUR FOOT AGAINST A STONE.’
Missing the words- All Your ways
Psa 91:11 For He will give His angels charge concerning you, to guard you in all your ways.\

Seems simple but it has great value and Satan is the master at this kind of word game.

/Adding to or taking from the Word of God is subtle but it is designed to set into motion a set of lies and manipulation that will always be introduced at a later date.\ 


It is forbidden to add too or take from the word of God.

What happens when false teachers…Satan or anybody who manipulates the word of God is that they are preparing to alter the nature and will of God Himself.

It is often done with subtlety and it is just to get a foot in the door so later on a false doctrine or lie can be perpetrated.

You see we are to be witnesses to the Gospel of Jesus Christ…ambassadors for heaven….we are to speak & promote truth. Never to alter or twist scripture to suit us.
God takes this pretty serious.
SLIDE ON BOARD/  \

Remember God can not hate or be jealous or angry but these are just written for us in human terms to understand the depth and serious nature of what the Bible is pointing out to us.
Anthropopathism and anthropomorphism are related to giving God human emotions or human elements and even a human appearance.

That is why we see in scripture that God hates certain behaviors or God is a jealous God…or the hand of God touched someone or God’s eyes are upon us.
Given to us as descriptive human emotions and elements to help our doctrinal insight.

Let us close with this last slide.

[bookmark: _GoBack]/The Lord Jesus Christ was led by the Spirit, sustained by the Spirit and used the accuracy of scripture to stand against Satan. This is recorded for our benefit so that we have a blue print for facing intense attacks in our lives.\



